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     COMMUNITY RELATIONS

         Policy No. 1110


ADD TO WAYNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL POLICIES
Community Relations
Bulletin Boards, Display Case, and Posted Material



School bulletin boards, display cases, and posting areas are for the purposes of conveying information about school activities and programs to students, staff, and the visiting public as deemed appropriate by the respective principals; however, building principals may use their discretion on posting or displaying non-school related information which is not political or commercial in nature.

Distribution or Posting of Materials

(In order to prevent undue interruption of school time, personnel and resources, distribution or posting of non-school-related materials is prohibited in district schools and on district property at all times.)

The board recognizes that students, employees, parents or citizens may want to distribute materials within the school district that are non-curricular.  Non-curricular materials to be distributed must be approved by the building principal and meet certain standards prior to their distribution.

It shall be the responsibility of the superintendent, in conjunction with the building principals to draft administrative regulations regarding this policy.

Materials shall be reviewed based on legitimate educational concerns.  Such concerns include:  the material is or may be defamatory; the material is inappropriate based on the age, grade level and/or maturity of the reading audience; the material is poorly written, inadequately researched, biased or prejudiced; the material contains information that is not factual; the material is not free of racial ethnic, religious or sexual bias; or the material contains advertising that violates public school laws, rules and/or policy, is deemed inappropriate for students or that the public might reasonably perceive to bear the sanction or approval of the district. 

The superintendent or designee shall determine distribution procedures for non-curricular materials.  Such procedures may include:

1. Distribution to each student before or after class if materials are not directly related to the instructional goals;
2. Notification to students or parents of the availability of materials in a specified location if this procedure is deemed less disruptive to the educational process; or

3. Solicitation of school-related groups such as parent organization to distribute materials.

The practice of distributing pamphlets, booklets, flyers, brochures and other similar materials shall be periodically reviewed to ensure that the mere volume of requests has not become an interruption to the educational process.

The facilities, the staff or the students of the district shall not be used in any manner to advertise or promote commercial, cultural, organizational or other non-school interests except that the district may:
1. Utilize films and other instructional aids furnished by private sources when the advertising content is reasonable in the judgment of the building principal;
2. Cooperate through announcements and distribution of program material with nonprofit community organizations that supplement the school program when such cooperation will not interfere with the school program;

3. Permit participation on a student option basis in essay, art, science and similar contests sponsored by outside interests when such activities parallel the curriculum and contribute to the educational program;

4. Release promotional material for non-school athletic and cultural events only through appropriate school departments;

5. Accept, [but not actively solicit] limited advertising on extracurricular activity schedules and programs at the discretion of the principal of the school involved;

6. Permit other exceptions when, in the judgment of the superintendent, students of the district will benefit.  The superintendent may, at his/her option, refer specific cases to the board for decision.

Signs and Banners:  Signs and banners will be allowed in or upon buildings and other district facilities only with the prior written approval of the [superintendent; building principal] with consideration for the health, safety and welfare of staff and students.

The following guidelines shall be applied in considering requests to display signs or banners:

1. Signs and banners on sticks require special authorization;
2. Signs and banners fastened to any structure of a building or structures immediately adjacent to an open space shall not be allowed without specific prior written permission;

3. Signs and banners presenting recognizable health or safety hazard are prohibited;

4. Signs and banners presenting false information shall be prohibited.

Additional optional language (some selections may require changes above for consistency):

[Advertising displayed under contract for monetary or in-kind contributions, i.e., scoreboards, computers, and other equipment or materials with a value of more than $100 must have board approval.]
Legal Reference:  
Neb. Rev. Stat. ( 79-526
Board Authority for Supervision and Control
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[Insert Date]
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