
Notice of the Tuesday, February 13th, 2006, 6:00 p.m. regular meeting of the Board of Education of School District 73-0017, of Red Willow County, Nebraska, which was held in the Junior High Conference Room, was given by publication in the McCook Daily Gazette. 


I. Call to Order
A. Roll Call 
Present:  Diane Lyons, Shane Messersmith, Tom Bredvick, Greg Larson, Larry Shields, Mike Gonzales
		Absent:

II. Reports, Communications & Public Participation
A. Public Participation
1. Student Council Report- Carson Kain and Morgan Pierson presented on a guest speaker at MHS, donations Stu-Co plans to make, and other activities.

2. McCook Elementary PTO Report-  Sharlyn Coleman reported on upcoming activities.
(March 3rd fun night)

3. Board accepts public comments- Parents presented questions as to the status of the school with the Reading First Program and the study presented by Dr. Mollenkopf.


III. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes
B. Approval of Expenditures/Payroll for January
C. Accept Donation of $302.50 from Frenchman Valley Coop for FFA
D. Accept Donation of Wrestling Building from McCook Education Foundation


Moved Bredvick, seconded by Lyons, “to move item “D” off the consent agenda to its own separate item.”
	Moved Shields, seconded by Gonzales, “to move item “C” off the consent agenda to its own separate item.”

Motion Gonzales, seconded by Bredvick, “to approve the items in the consent agenda as presented.”
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Bredvick, Larson, Shields, Gonzales
Nays:
Motion:  Carried 6-0

Motion Bredvick, seconded Lyons, “to accept with gratitude, a gift from the McCook Education Foundation, the new wrestling building as constructed.”

Comments:  Mr. Jason Loop spoke for the McCook Education Foundation by stating that Mr. Jim Kenny and Mr. Bob Chalupa were the driving force behind the fundraising associated with this project.

Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Bredvick, Larson, Shields, Gonzales
Nays:
Motion:  Carried 6-0

Moved Gonzales, seconded by Shields, “to table the donation of $302.50 from Frenchman Valley Coop and to direct Mr. Haney to contact the Frenchman Valley representatives to see if there are any stipulations they want attached to this donation to the FFA activities account.”

Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Bredvick, Larson, Shields, Gonzales
Nays:
Motion:  Carried 6-0

IV. Reports from Staff Members and Committees
A. Program/Activity Committee

B. Finance/Negotiation Committee

C.  Policy/Americanism Committee


V. Board and Administrative Comments
A. Curriculum Updates- Mr. Jeff Gross presented on the LIFT, STEP and PASS programs.
Mrs. Cindy Wilcox presented on 4th – 6th grade DI and non-DI curriculum programs.
Mrs. Wilcox also stated that in April the NDE would be here to take a look at our Language Arts pgms.


B. Administrative Comments- Dr. Marchant stated that more information on the Reading First Program would be presented at the March 12th regular meeting.


C. Board Comments
Mrs. Lyons- Thanked Dr. Mollenkopf for her willingness to conduct the Reading First Study.
She also stated that her thoughts and prayers are with Mr. Randy Matheny and his family.

		Mr. Messersmith- Thanked Mr. Smith for looking into the addition of Ag classes.
He thanked Dr. Mollenkopf for her study and shared concerns about administration of the Reading First program.

Mr. Bredvick- stated that we do not need a quick response to the questions with the Reading First Program.  We do not need to create more instability by not taking the time to make the correct decisions.  The board’s decisions should be based with all the students in mind.

Mr. Shields- Thanked Mr. Smith for looking into Ag classes.  Thanked Dr. Mollenkopf for her study and thought that administration of the program was an issue.  Commented, that by March 12, we should have some answers concerning the Reading First Program.

Mr. Gonzales- Stated that Board Committee meetings need to be shared with the rest of the board before action is taken.   He requested that a report be given as to the status of the new infinite campus program.  He also recognized Mr. Randy Matheny for his service and his thoughts are with all the troops and families of those who serve this county.  He wished the board would start its meeting with the pledge to the flag.  He stated that the Reading First Program was implemented too quickly and does not want to make the same mistake by pulling out of it quickly.

Mr. Larson- Stated that things have been happening and that patience is needed while a solution is sought to the concerns with Reading First.  On the March 12th Board of Education meeting more information will be forthcoming.


VI. Unfinished and/or Continuing Business
A. Board Goal Setting
A special board meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 28th, 2006 in the Junior High Cafeteria for the community and the school board to look into future goals for McCook Public Schools.


VII. New Business
A. Accept Resignation(s)
Motion Gonzales, seconded by Shields. “to accept the resignation of Dale Lortz with gratitude for 35 years of service to our students.”
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Bredvick, Larson, Shields, Gonzales
Nays:
Motion:  Carried 6-0

Motion Gonzales, seconded by Lyons, “to accept the resignation of Dan Hilton with gratitude for 7 years of service to our students.”
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Bredvick, Larson, Shields, Gonzales
Nays:
Motion:  Carried 6-0


B. Consideration of Recognition of the McCook Education Association
Motion Bredvick, seconded by Gonzales, “to continue to recognize the McCook Education Association as the exclusive and sole bargaining representative for all certificated employees employed by the McCook Pubic Schools.”
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Bredvick, Larson, Shields, Gonzales
Nays:
Motion:  Carried 6-0


VIII. Adjournment at 7:36 p.m. by President Larson.


Next Special Meeting of the Board of Education will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 28th, 2006.

Next Regular Meeting of the Board of Education will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 12th, 2006.



Rick Haney
Board/Recording Secretary
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