Notice of the Monday October 14th, 2013, 6:30 p.m. meeting of the Board of Education of School District 73-0017, of Red Willow County, Nebraska which was held in the Junior High Conference Room, was given by publication in the McCook Daily Gazette.
“It is the mission of McCook Public Schools to equip all students to succeed in a complex global society.”
I. Call to Order
A. Roll Call at 6:30 p.m.
Present:  Mrs. Teresa Thomas, Mr. Larry Shields, Mrs. Sandy Krysl, Mr. Tom Bredvick, Mr. Shane Messersmith, Mrs. Diane Lyons
B. Recognition of the Open Meeting Law
C. Pledge of Allegiance

II. Reports , Communications and Public Participation
A. Public Participation
1. Student Council Report – Becca Sehnert and Britney Unger reported on Sr. High Stu Co Activities.
2. McCook Elementary Report – Mrs. Laurie Brenning reported on McCook Elementary PTO activities to start the year.
3. Senior Celebration Committee (Why we do what we do) – Mr. Doug Skiles reported on the purpose and value of the Sr. Celebration and their fund raising.
4. Board accepts public comments – Michelle Armstrong addressed the Board asking why the hearing resolution was back on the agenda.   She stated the district needs to move on.
III. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes
B. Approval of Expenditures/Payroll for October
Motion Thomas, seconded by Shields, to  “approve the consent agenda as presented.”
Ayes:  Thomas, Shields, Krysl, Bredvick, Messersmith, Lyons
Nays:  None
Motion:  Carried 6-0

IV. Reports from Staff Members and Committees
A. Americanism Committee Report –  Mr. Bredvick and Mr. Norgaard reported on the activities and responsibilities of the Americanism Committee.

V. Board and Administrative Comments
A. Administrative Comments
1. NASB Conference – The conference is in November.
2. Report on NePAS Results – Mr. Norgaard reported that the NePAS scores for our district are higher than at any time in the past.
3. Report to Board on Safety Audit – Mr. Berry gave the good news on our safety report.
B. Business Manager Comments – Mr. Haney reported on building projects and the districts new accounting software.

C. Board Comments – Mr. Messersmith wanted to clarify some statements that were incorrectly published in the McCook Gazette.

D. Discussion concerning the June 11th Hearing Resolution – Mr. Bredvick read a statement of guidance for the discussion to keep the dialog legal.

Mr. Messersmith opened the discussion by claiming several district policies were violated during and after the staff hearing conducted on June 11th. 2013.  Mr. Messersmith stated he was not happy with the outcome of the hearing or the complaint filed with the NDE.  He demanded the complaint filed on July 13, 2013 be retracted.

Mrs. Lyons addressed the meeting by recognizing the lingering conflict between board members since the hearing and complaint filing.  She suggested a mediator work with the board to resolve issues.  She also stated that a possible conflict of interest existed with one of the voting board members and that she would have excused herself if she would have been in that situation.  She also was concerned about the July 13th complaint with the PPC.

Mr. Shields also commented on the complaint and was not pleased that three of the board members did not have a chance to share their sides during the investigation.

Mrs. Krysl stated that it is unfortunate that this issue is creating a separation between the Board members.  She stated that the complaint could have been filed by anyone.  She also shared that if you do not contact the NDE they will not contact you for information involving the complaint.  She also want mediation to help resolve issues but felt it would be best to wait until after the NDE’s ruling on the complaint.

Mrs. Teresa Thomas also stated that the PPC has to be contacted if you want them to seek information from you.  She said that she included her affidavit on the complaint to make her position on the matter clear.  Teresa wants to make things better with the board but also felt those efforts should begin after the complaint with the NDE is resolved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Bredvick admitted he had a child involved with the issue but maintained that it was not a conflict of interest due to the fact he had never discussed the party with his child.  He shared that they discussed scholarships and ACT scores but they did not visit about any details involving the party.  Mr. Bredvick stated that he chose to file the complaint as a part of his rights as an individual and taxpayer.   He shared that he is committed to building communication within the Board and to rebuild relationships between Board members.

VI. New Business
A.  Approve Safety Audit
Motion Krysl, seconded by Shields, to,  “approve the safety audit as presented.”
Ayes:  Thomas, Shields, Krysl, Bredvick, Messersmith, Lyons
Nays:  None
Motion:  Carried 6-0


VII. Positive Comments
Mrs. Thomas thanked the staff for all the prep they do for parent teacher confernces.
Mrs. Lyons recognized Mrs. Eisenrich and her class for a publication they produced.
Mr. Shields recognized the FFA and its supporters for their efforts and the Sr. Parents for what they do.
Mr. Messersmith praised the band and dance team for their performance at the Harvest of Harmony Parade in Grand Island.
Mrs. Krysl thanked all for coming to the meeting and thanked Mr. Berry for his efforts with safety.
Mr. Bredvick thanked the city for its cooperation with the schools involving the staged mock crises.  He also recognized an event called “Walk in My Shoes” held recently.
Mr. Haney recognized Mr. Norgaard, the Administrative Team, and the staff for the district NePAS scores.
Mr. Norgaard thanked the staff for all its efforts that lead to our successes.

VIII. Adjournment by President Bredvick at 8:05 p.m.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Education, District 73-0017, will be on November 11th, 2013, at 6:30 p.m., in the Junior High Conference Room.


