
RESOLUTION NO. R26-60 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, APPROVING THE AWARD OF PROCEEDS 
IN THE AMENDED AMOUNT OF $19,126.70 FROM COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT NO. 23-DTR-003 TO MELISSA 
SPEARMAN AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT BOARD, A COPY OF WHICH IS ATTACHED 
HERETO AND INCORPORATED HEREIN BY THIS REFERENCE; 
AND TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE SAME ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Nebraska, has been awarded Community 
Development Block Grant No. 23-DTR-003 from the Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development in the amount of $435,000 with said grant to be used for 
commercial rehabilitation activities; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Nebraska accepted applications for project 
funding. Applications were reviewed by the City's Business Improvement Board and 
the Northeast Nebraska Economic Development District staff verified the 
improvements are listed as an eligibility activity of said grant; and 

WHEREAS, Melissa Spearman, owner of Mother Nature’s Emporium, Inc. 
submitted an application for facade improvements for the property located at 2707 13 
Street, Columbus, Nebraska. These improvements include painting, new signage, 
and door and window replacement. These improvements meet eligibility 
requirements for the grant and the award of $18,492.09 in grant funding was 
approved by the Columbus City Council on November 18, 2024, via Resolution No. 
R24-131; and 

WHEREAS, Melissa Spearman amended her application on April 7, 2026, to 
accommodate bid increases from the original application due to the length of time it 
took to get approval from the State Historical Preservation Office. The amended total 
of the award will be $19,126.70 reflecting the increase of $634.61 on the amended 
application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, that the awarding of an additional $634.61 
to Melissa Spearman from proceeds of the City's Community Development Block 
Grant No. 23-DTR-003 for a total award amount of $19,126.70 is hereby approved 
and the mayor is authorized, directed, and empowered to execute the same on behalf 
of the City of Columbus.  

This resolution shall repeal all resolutions or portions thereof in conflict herewith. 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ________________________________ 

DRAFT



 
PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS ____ DAY OF _____________________, 2026. 

 
 
 
       ________________________________      
       MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    
 
_____________________________   
CITY ATTORNEY      



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

City Hall 
2500 14th St., Suite 3 
Columbus, NE  68601 
402-562-4220 
columbusne.us 

 
memorandum 

DATE:  April 15, 2026 

TO:  Tara Vasicek, City Administrator 

FROM: Jean Van Iperen, Planning & Economic Development Coordinator  

RE:  Downtown Revitalization Grant Awards 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval of the amended application for the Downtown Revitalization Grant funds 
 
DISCUSSION: 

The Downtown Business Improvement Board met on Monday, April 13, 2026 for their regular 
monthly meeting at which time the board reviewed the amended application that was received 
from Mother Nature’s Emporium. 

An amended application reflects project cost adjustments resulting from delays associated with 
review and coordination with the State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO). These delays 
contributed to increased costs for both windows and signage since the time of the original 
application. 
The original application included the replacement of a wooden awning; however, this component 
has been removed from the project due to cost increases identified following the SHPO 
evaluation. Additionally, updated pricing reflects an increase in signage costs from $3,425.00 to 
$4,195.00 and window costs from $26,946.00 to $29,364.75. 
The originally awarded grant amount was $18,492.09. Based on the revised project scope and 
updated costs, the amended grant award amount is $19,126.70. 
A motion to approve the amended application was made by J. Johnson and seconded by K. 
Johnson. The motion carried with a 6-0 vote, with Spearman abstaining. Board members in 
attendance were Josh Johnson, Brent Rains, Kevin Johnson, Barb Duffy, Cory Reeder, Melissa 
Spearman, and Melanie Jensen.  

ALTERNATIVE: 

Do not approve. 
 

Signature:  
 
Concurrence By: _______________________________________ 
 
Approved By: _________________________________________ 



$38,253.40

$19,126.70

Amended 4/7/2026





Amended 4/7/2026



















Estimate
Date

3/24/2026

Estimate #

408

Name / Address

MOTHER NATURES EMPORIUM
2707 13TH ST.
COLUMBUS, NE 68601

SCHIEFFER SIGNS, INC

1516 East 23rd Street
Columbus, NE  68601
Phone: 402-564-5081

Project

Total

Subtotal

Sales Tax  (7.0%)

Description Qty Rate Total

INSTALL WINDOW GRAPHICS 1 425.00 425.00T
INSTALL 42" X 168" LIGHTED SINGLE FACED CABINET
SIGN WITH TRANSLUCENT FACE

1 4,195.00 4,195.00T

(ELECTRICAL HOOKUPS TO POWER NOT INCLUDED)

$4,943.40

$4,620.00

$323.40







M & O Door Products, LLC
2781 54th Avenue
Columbus NE 68601-2065 Estimate

#114056
3/30/2026

114056

1 of 3

Bill To Ship To TOTAL
C4099 MOTHER NATURES EMPORIUM
2707 13TH STREET
COLUMBUS NE 68601
United States

C4099 MOTHER NATURES 
EMPORIUM
2707 13TH STREET
COLUMBUS NE 68601
United States $29,364.75

Expires: 4/29/2026

Expires Exp. Close Project Sales Rep Shipping Method
4/29/2026 3/30/2026 Ian M Ciurej

Quantity Item    

1 2PR Special Order Storefront & Glass
1" Insulated Glass
1/4" Soft Coat Low-E Clear SN-68 
HT LE-T Tempered #2
1/2" Tri-Seal Black Air Spacer
1/4" Clear Tempered
DSE Sealant
2 53 1/8 76 1/8
2 53 1/8 29 5/8
1 72 5/8 29 5/8
2 27 9/16 68 7/8
2 59 5/8 99 1/8
1 61 5/8 99 1/8
Additional Charges
Glass Energy Surcharge - IG
Store Front Elevation
1 : ELEVATION A01- 3LTS WIDE, 
2LTS HIGH 2450CG, Black
1 185.00 117.00
2 : ELEVATION A02- 2LTS WIDE, 
1LTS HIGH 2450CG, Black
1 124.00 103.00
3 : ELEVATION A03- 1LTS WIDE, 
1LTS HIGH 2450CG, Black
1 65.00 103.00
Standard Store Front Door
Continuous Hinge (Rim Panics) 135 
Series, Black 135-3305P-3 : 6-0 x 
7-0 PR
1 72 84
100-13369 : Sub 1" Glass Stops 2
100-20121 : Factory Doorlight 
Glazing
2
100-13360 : Sub 10" Bottom Rail 
(1223)
2
Standard Store Front Door Frame
Continuous Hinge (Rim Panics) 
Black 1450T-3305P-3 : 6-0 x 7-0 PR 
1450T
1 76 117
33-5027F-31 : Sub Transom Tubular 
Door Frame
2

   

2LB Installation Labor MOD    

1 SUND
JOBSITE SUNDRIES

   



M & O Door Products, LLC
2781 54th Avenue
Columbus NE 68601-2065 Estimate

#114056
3/30/2026

114056

2 of 3

Quantity Item    

1 SHOP WORK
SHOP WORK

   

1 FUEL
FUEL SURCHARGE

   

  Subtotal $29,364.75

  Tax Total (%) $0.00

To the fullest extent permitted by law, service and items sold by M & O Door 
Products, LLC are provided without any additional warranties, expressed or 
implied of any kind.

Total $29,364.75

Special order doors and hardware will be billed out 30 days after arrival in our warehouse. Labor will be invoiced separately! 
Doors stored for longer than 90 days will be subject to storage fees at a rate of $10/month/door. Neither the manufacturer or 
dealer will cover concealed damage after 60 days. Purchaser agrees that doors shall remain in Seller's possession until paid 
for in full. There shall be a 1% service change per month for all payments due and owing after 30 days.



M & O Door Products, LLC
2781 54th Avenue
Columbus NE 68601-2065 Estimate

#114056
3/30/2026

114056

3 of 3

Finish Painting & Staining Warranty

M&O Door Products provides finish-painting for hollow metal doors and frames, and stain/clear-coat finishing for wooden 
doors. To keep expectations clear, the following warranty terms apply to all painted or stained products.

1. Warranty Coverage
M&O Door Products warrants that all finish-painted hollow metal doors, frames, and stained wood doors will be free from 
defects in material or workmanship at the time they leave our possession or upon completion of installation (when 
installation is part of the contract).

This warranty covers:
- Paint adhesion defects
- Peeling, blistering, or flaking related to improper application
- Clear-coat failure related to improper application
- Premature surface failure caused by faulty preparation or workmanship

2. When the Warranty Ends
To protect the integrity of the finish and avoid disputes, the warranty ends at the following point depending on the service:

A. Pick-Up or Delivery (Customer Install)
Once the painted or stained product is picked up from our Columbus location or delivered/drop-shipped to the jobsite, M&O 
Door Products is no longer responsible for damage, including but not limited to:
- Scratches
- Dents
- Abrasions
- Transport or handling damage
- Smudges, scuffs, rub marks
- Finish damage from improper storage, stacking, humidity, or temperature exposure

Any damage occurring after pick-up or drop-ship becomes the sole responsibility of the purchaser, installer, or receiving 
party.

B. Projects Installed by M&O Door Products
- The finish is warranted up until the point of installation completion and approval by the authorized site contact.
- After approval is obtained, any damage to the finish — paint or stain — from other trades, building movement, weather 
exposure, impacts, misuse, or alterations — is not covered by this warranty.

3. Exclusions
This warranty does not cover:
- Damage caused by jobsite conditions, other trades, or vandalism
- Abrasive cleaners, harsh chemicals, or improper maintenance
- Touch-ups, sanding, or refinishing performed by others
- Environmental effects such as moisture, humidity fluctuations, salt, UV exposure, or improper ventilation
- Wear and tear from regular use
- Wood movement or grain raise from humidity changes (a natural behavior of wood)

4. Claims
Any concerns about workmanship must be documented and reported before:
- The product leaves our facility (if picked up)
- Within 24 hours of drop-ship delivery
- Before installation approval on M&O-installed projects

Claims made after these points cannot be honored.

























Downtown Business Improvement District Board 
Meeting Minutes 

April 13, 2026 
 
Members Present: Kevin Johnson, Josh Johnson, Barb Duffy, Brett Rains, Melanie 
Jensen, and Cory Reeder. Absent: Nicole Lindhorst, Kiara Ziemba, and Melissa 
Spearman. 
 
Others Present: Jean Van Iperen – Planning & Economic Development Coordinator, 
Kimberly Henggeler- RSVP Designs by Kimberly, Karen Schlutman - Columbus Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Wade Hilker – Central Community College, Kim 
Dreher – It’s All Fun n Games, Tara Vasicek – City of Columbus, John Martin – Daylight 
Donuts, Scott Chaphe – The Oasis Bar, Bob and Trent Earley, Vanessa Oceguera – 
Keep Columbus Beautiful, Bev French, Kristy Frauendorfer, Bret Strecker and Jaymee 
Levander – Columbus Police Department, Chuck Sliva – Columbus Public Works 
Department, Shuraya Choat – Columbus City Clerk. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. Statement of compliance with Open Meeting 
Act was read and Roll Call was taken. Melissa Spearman arrived at 1:01 p.m. 

1. A motion was made by Duffy, seconded by Reeder, to approve the minutes of 
the March 9, 2026 meeting. Motion carried 7–0. 

2. Finances were reviewed. Motion by Duffy, second by Spearman to approve the bill 
of No Swett Fencing for bracket clamps in the amount of $500.00. Motion carried 
7-0. Motion by Reeder, second by Jensen to approve the bill of Central Community 
Ag Club for winter plantings for flower pots in the amount of $2,069.35. Motion 
carried 7-0. Motion by J Johnson, second by K Johnson to approve the bill of Jaster 
Landscaping in the amount of $3880.00 for installation of banner signs and bolts. 
Motion carried 7-0. 

3. Committee Report 
a. Marketing – Jensen discussed upcoming Board engagement activities for 

businesses in the district. Board members will meet at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, 
April 28 to distribute hearts to district businesses as part of Kind Columbus 
Day. Jensen also shared the 13th Street Again group will be meeting to 
discuss Lemon Days and Sidewalk Sales. An update from that meeting will 
be provided at next month’s BID meeting. 

b. Business/Economic Development – Reeder reported the contract for the 
Legacy Billboard near T-Bones is up for renewal. Pricing options were 
presented for both a six-month and one-year contract. Reeder noted a 
desire to refresh the billboard design after one year and is continuing to 
explore additional potential locations. A motion was made by Reeder to 
approve the 6-month contract with Legacy, seconded by Spearman. Motion 
passed 7-0. Reeder also encouraged the Board to consider strategies to 
attract new businesses to the district, noting several current vacancies and 
the importance of filling those spaces.  



c. Project Management – The Board discussed placement options for a 
second Christmas swag. The proposed location is on the south side of the 
tracks with several options considered. Chuck Sliva from the City advised 
the Board to consider factors such as wind load, building attachment points, 
and appropriate height when determining placement. The Board will take 
these considerations into account during their budget discussions for next 
fiscal year. Kim Henggeler expressed support for placing the swag on 11th 
Street rather than 26th Avenue. The Board is seeking input from business 
owners regarding preferred placement locations. Discussion as also held 
regarding a Christmas tree for Frankfort Square. This item will need to be 
included in next year’s budget. Options include purchasing a live tree to be 
planted at the square or a panel tree that can be expanded in size each 
year. The Board was also informed the banner installation remains an 
ongoing project. 

d. Physical Grounds – With warmer weather approaching, the Board is 
encouraging business owners to maintain their properties by cleaning curb 
areas, picking up trash and removing weeds around their buildings. 

4. Discussion of Downtown Parking – The Columbus City Administrator requested 
input from the Board regarding the current two-hour parking ordinance in the 
downtown area. The Police Department has recently received several complaints 
related to violations of the two-hour limit. A lengthy discussion was held among 
Board members, business owners and residents in attendance. Options 
considered included implementing parking permits, removing time restrictions in 
favor of the existing 24-hour citywide ordinance, maintaining the current two-hour 
parking or adopting a hybrid approach of two-hour parking on streets and 24-hour 
parking on avenues. Following discussion, Jensen made a motion to recommend 
two-hour parking on streets and 24-hour parking on avenues in the downtown 
area. The motion was seconded by J. Johnson. Motion carried 5-2 with Duffy and 
K Johnson casting dissenting votes. 
 
The group also discussed making a recommendation on the possibility of 
restricting parking hours for street cleaning and snow removal. Currently, street 
sweeping occurs on Mondays and Fridays, with posted restrictions from 2 a.m. to 
6 a.m. Sliva indicated the City would be flexible if alternative days would better 
serve the district. No formal decision was made. Jensen suggested the Board send 
seasonal reminders to businesses regarding snow removal and street sweeping 
schedules.  

5. Letter of Support for Opportunity Zone Application – The Board considered a 
request from the City for a Letter of Support for an Opportunity Zone application. 
A motion to endorse the letter was made by J Johnson and seconded by 
Spearman. Motion carried 7-0. 

6. Budget Discussion – The Board confirmed the regular meeting on May 11 will 
include budget discussions. Materials outlining projects and associated costs will 
be distributed in advance to allow Board members time for review prior to decision-
making. 



7. Downtown Revitalization Grant Application – An amended application for Mother 
Nature’s Emporium was presented for the Downtown Revitalization Grant. The 
amendment reflects increased costs for windows and signage due to delays 
associated with review and coordination with the State Historical Preservation 
Office. A motion to approve the amended application was made by J. Johnson and 
seconded by K. Johnson. Motion carried 6-0 with Spearman abstaining. 

8. City Information – Van Iperen provided an update on the Frankfort Square 
Permanent Lighting Project. Commonwealth, the contractor, anticipates beginning 
bollard installation around April 20, weather permitting, with the goal of completing 
the project by early to mid-June. 

9. Guest Comments – Wade Hilker shared the Columbus Community College Ag 
Club will begin planting planters throughout the community. Planting along the 23rd 
Street Corridor is scheduled to begin April 24 with downtown planters to follow. 
Hilker noted additional planters ordered for this year by the BID are not expected 
to ship until April 27 and will be planted at a later date then the current ones in the 
downtown area. He also shared this year’s planters will be placed at block corners 
rather than in front of specific businesses to maintain neutrality. Additionally, Hilker 
announced an upcoming Ag Club fundraiser featuring hanging baskets available 
in eight different designs. More information will be released soon.  

10. Next Meeting – Monday, May 11, 2026 at 1 p.m. in the large conference room. 
Jensen departed the meeting at 3:05 p.m. 

11. Meeting adjourned at 3:06 p.m. 
 
 




