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MEMORANDUM – 2026 SCHOOL DISTRICT ANNUAL POLICY UPDATES 

 

The Legislature adjourned on April 17th this year.  This Memo covers the required policy updates 

that need to be made this summer. 

 

A. REQUIRED POLICY UPDATES 

 

1. Policy 1110 (“Bulletin Boards”): LB 429 added new requirements for “equal access” to 

teachers by professional organizations and teacher associations.  Policy 1110 has been updated to 

ensure that qualifying organizations and associations are granted such access under the new law. 

 

2. Policy 3560 (“Records Management and Disposition”):  LB 596 updated references in 

the record retention laws to better reflect current technology and electronic storage capabilities.  

Policy 3560 has been updated to reflect these changes. 

 

3. Policy 5004 (“Full-time and Part-time Enrollment”):  LB 937 refined the part-time 

enrollment statutes to provide greater flexibility for students participating in national and state 

activities, such as FFA.  Policy 5004 has been updated accordingly. 

 

4. Policy 5005 (“Student Residence, Admission and Contracting for Educational 

Services”):  LB 937 imposes a new requirement that school districts may not disenroll a student 

who is the subject of a DHHS investigation.  Under this new law, if DHHS notifies a school district 

that a student may be the victim of abuse or neglect, the district cannot facilitate a student’s 

withdrawal or transfer to a different school.  If a parent or guardian attempts to withdraw or transfer 

the student during this period, the district must notify DHHS.  Policy 5005 incorporates these 

changes. 

 

5. Policy 5006 (“Option Enrollment”): LB 653 amended the option enrollment statutes by 

requiring the “automatic” acceptance of siblings of option students currently enrolled in a district.  

Policy 5006 has been updated to reflect this new requirement.  Over the next few months, schools 

should evaluate their option enrollment program and practices to account for these new 

obligations, as well as review and update option enrollment forms. 
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6.  Appendix to Policy 5006 (“Option Resolution”):  Similar to the changes made in Policy 

5006, the Option Resolution has been updated to reflect the change in LB 653 that removes 

capacity limitations for option siblings. 

 

7. Policy 5008 (“Attendance”):  LB 937 amended the student attendance laws to provide 

that a documented absence from a credentialed health professional shall excuse a student’s absence 

for that day and not count toward a student’s truancy accumulation.  The update to Policy 5008 

reflects this change. 

 

8. Policy 5101 (“Student Discipline”): LB 653 amended the Student Discipline Act and 

requires two changes to board policy.  First, LB 653 created an exception to the prohibition on 

suspending young students.  Previously, PK-2 graders could only be suspended for bringing a 

firearm or deadly weapon to school.  Now, a PK-2 grader can be suspended for violent behavior.  

In addition, LB 653 amends the notice requirements for student discipline letters.  School 

administrators should ensure that their student discipline forms and checklists are updated to reflect 

these new notice requirements. 

 

9. Policy 5205 (“Graduation”): Last year, LB 296 amended Nebraska’s graduation statute 

to provide an exception for students who, at some point during their high school career, were under 

the supervision of a juvenile court.  Policy 5205 incorporates this new statutory exception into the 

graduation criteria. 

 

10. Policy 8130 (“Annual Organizational Meeting”):  LB 596 allows each board to 

designate the method by which they will give advanced public notice of board meetings.  The 

method must be noted in the meeting minutes.  At the annual organizational meeting, each board 

should approve (and note in the minutes) the designated method of giving notice, such as on the 

district’s website or posting in conspicuous places within the District. 

 

11. Policy 8342 (“Designated Method of Giving Notice of Meetings”):  LB 596 amends the 

Open Meetings Act’s notice requirements.  Previously, notices of board meetings were required to 

be published in the newspaper, with several exceptions.  Now, notices of regular meetings only 

need to be published four times per year.  Schools that wish to continue publishing monthly notices 

in the newspaper are free to continue doing so.  But for those schools that do not want to be tied 

to a newspaper each month, notices of the regular meeting schedule need only be published four 

times a year. 
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B. RECOMMENDED UPDATES 

 

1. Policy 3130 (“Purchasing Policies”):  The Purchasing Policy is important to ensure that 

Boards have oversight of large purchases in the District, while affording the administration the 

flexibility to make smaller purchases when needed.  However, Policy 3130 does not delineate 

between purchasing products and expending district funds for ongoing service or renewals 

previously approved (such as utility bills, insurance renewals, and so forth).  To better address the 

distinctions between these scenarios, each Board may consider updating Policy 3130. 

 

C. OPTIONAL POLICY AND/OR HANDBOOK UPDATES 

 

1. Mobile Tracking:  LB 935 added a new crime for surreptitiously tracking someone via a 

mobile tracking device.  The new law includes an exception for a parent tracking their student.  

Since Policy 1102 (“Recording of Others”) focuses on listening devices (as opposed to tracking 

devices), no update is necessary to Policy 1102 in response to LB 935.  That said, some districts 

may want to consider how to handle mobile tracking devices at school. 

 

2. Smart Glasses:  Some districts have struggled with students wearing smart glasses at 

school.  Policy 6113 (based on LB 140 from last year) bans all “electronic communication 

devices,” which include smart glasses.  However, if your district wants to explicitly include a 

reference to smart glasses or other technology, you are free to do so within Policy 6113 and/or 

Policy 5101 (Student Discipline). 

 

3. Swatting:  LB 935 also created a new crime of “swatting.”  The Student Discipline Act 

(and Policy 5101) already covers criminal conduct as the basis for student discipline, so Policy 

5101 does not need to be updated to add “swatting” as an expellable offense.  A district could 

nonetheless add “swatting” if they wanted to make clear that a swatting incident may be grounds 

for serious discipline. 

 

D. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

1. New Centralized Student Record System:  Last year, LB 296 addressed changes to the 

foster system.  One of these changes includes new responsibilities for NDE.  Beginning July 1, 

2026, school districts will be required to share a student’s education records with NDE if the 

student is under a juvenile court’s jurisdiction, as part of a new centralized records system.   

 

2. New NPERS Retirement Rules:  LB 824 changes the public retirement statutes by 

requiring a 120 day “sit-out” period for employees who retire.  As such, any school employee who 

retires may not work or volunteer for the 120-day period after their retirement date.  An employee’s 

retirement date (for purposes of NPERS) may be deemed to be a date other than the date of the 

employee’s last workday and is typically “fixed” by the employee’s contract.  With this statutory 

change occurring on May 1, 2026, it may be worth revisiting your 2026-2027 staff contracts to 

ensure that end dates align with an employee’s final day of work. 
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3. Pink Postcard Process:  LB 384 requires at least one voting member of the board to attend 

this year’s “pink postcard” hearing for those participating districts.  After this fall, the “pink 

postcard” process will end, and all districts will be required to participate in the new LB 803 

hearing in July 2027.  This change does not require any policy updates. 

 

4. Open Meetings Act Posters:  LB 596 removed the requirement that a copy of the Open 

Meetings Act be “posted” in the meeting room.  Boards now have the option to continue posting 

the Open Meetings Act or simply making the Open Meetings Act available to someone who wants 

to review it.  Since no policy requires the posting of the Open Meetings Act, this does not require 

any policy change. 

 

5. Veteran’s Preference Reminder:  As a reminder, all public employers in Nebraska are 

required to note that any open employment positions are “subject to a veteran’s preference.”1  This 

summer would be a good time to ensure that your application system complies with this 

requirement. 

 

6. ADA Website Accessibility Deadline Delayed:  Recently, the U.S. Department of Justice 

announced that the compliance deadlines for the new website accessibility requirements will be 

delayed for one year.  As a result, for entities with a total population of 50,000 or more, their 

website must be in compliance by April 26, 2027.  For those entities with a total population of less 

than 50,000, the new deadline is April 26, 2028.  No policy needs to be updated to reflect this new 

deadline. 

 

7. Food Color Additives:  LB 940 prohibits certain food color additives as part of a school 

meal, effective August 1, 2027.  Since food additives are not referenced in any policy, there will 

not be a policy update in response to LB 940.   

 

8. Workplace Safety Committee Changes: LB 397 amends the workplace safety statutes.  

Previously, school districts were required to establish a safety committee through the collective 

bargaining process.  LB 397 revises the statute to permit (not require) the safety committee through 

the collective bargaining process.  School districts could remove the safety committee provision 

from the Negotiated Agreement next year, if they do not want the safety committee within the 

Negotiated Agreement. 

 

9. Hunger Free Schools Act: LB 966 created the Hunger Free Schools Act pilot program.  

There is no policy update or change required for schools to apply to participate in the program.   

 

10. Updates to Nebraska’s Controlled Substances Act:  LB’s 877 and 795 updated the list 

and schedules for controlled substances in Nebraska.  However, school policies do not require an 

exhaustive list of banned or unlawful substances at school, so the updates to these laws do not 

require a policy change. 

 
1 Neb. Rev. Stat. § 48-227. 
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11. Human Relations Training Requirements:  LB 1022 repealed the human relation 

requirement for certain teaching certificates, including substitute teachers.  This new law will not 

result in any change to policy. 

 

As always, please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

 


