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 Senior Recognition 

 The  school  district  will  recognize  the  outstanding  academic 
 achievement of its graduating seniors in the following manner: 

 The Valedictorian must graduate with their cohort class and have 
 earned the highest grade point average in their graduation class based on 
 the school’s use of percentage scale. The Salutatorian must have earned the 
 second highest grade point average in their graduating class. The grade 
 point average shall be determined by grades received in all classes taken 
 through the first eight semesters, or sixteen quarters, of high school 
 attendance. The grade point average is calculated out as far as needed to 
 differentiate between students. 

 A. The student grade point average as calculated above shall be 
 recorded on the permanent student records. 

 B. Consideration for Valedictorian and Salutatorian will only be given to 
 those students who have attended Elwood Public School for at least 
 four consecutive semesters or eight consecutive quarters immediately 
 preceding the determination of the class Valedictorian and 
 Salutatorian. 

 1. All students tying for Valedictorian will be named the 
 Valedictorian, with no Salutatorian named. 

 2. All students tying for Salutatorian will be named the 
 Salutatorian, if only 1 student qualifies for Valedictorian. 
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 District Criteria for Selecting Evaluators to be Used for Special 

 Education Evaluation and Verification and Independent Educational 
 Evaluations 

 The  following  criteria  shall  be  used  for  selecting  evaluators  according 
 to 92 Nebraska Administrative Code 51-006.07B: 

 1.  Those in-state service agencies that have approved rates for the current 
 year established by the Nebraska Department of Education.  A list of service 
 agencies with approved rates, including state agencies, individual providers, 
 and in-state providers may be found at 
 https://www.education.ne.gov/sped/service-agencies/. 

 2.  Those  Nebraska  providers  located  within  265  miles  of  the  building  of  the 
 district where the child attends when driving by ordinary public roadways. 

 3.  Evaluations  must  consider  the  educational,  health,  or  other  student  records 
 of  the  student  provided  by  the  district.  The  parents,  guardians,  or 
 age-appropriate  student  must  provide  any  required  consent  to  the  disclosure 
 of  these  records  unless  disclosure  is  already  authorized  by  state  and  federal 
 law. 

 4.  Evaluations  must  be  provided  to  the  district,  including  all  educational, 
 health,  student,  or  other  records  created  as  part  of  or  relied  upon  to 
 complete  the  evaluation.  The  parents,  guardians,  or  age-appropriate 
 student  must  provide  any  required  consent  to  the  disclosure  of  these  records 
 unless disclosure is already authorized by state and federal law. 

 5.  Evaluations  must  be  conducted  by  a  provider  that  is  authorized,  available, 
 and  willing  to  discuss,  confer,  or  otherwise  cooperate  with  the  district 
 regarding  the  evaluation,  its  results,  or  any  other  information  related  to  the 
 evaluation.  Such  cooperation  may  include  reasonable  participation  in,  or  the 
 submission  of  additional  reports  or  information  to,  an  IEP,  MDT,  or  SAT  team. 
 Evaluators  must  make  available  to  the  district  any  documents  or  records 
 created  in  relation  to  the  evaluation,  including  evaluation  and  assessment 
 protocols  and  responses,  when  the  district  determines  in  its  sole  discretion 
 that  such  documentation  is  necessary  in  order  to  permit  meaningful  parental 
 participation.  The  parents,  guardians,  or  age-appropriate  student  must 
 provide  any  required  consent  to  the  disclosure  of  these  records  or 
 information unless disclosure is already authorized by state and federal law. 



 6.  Evaluations  must  be  sufficiently  comprehensive  for  the  evaluator  to  submit 
 to  the  district  a  report  that  specifically  details  whether  the  student  should  be 
 considered  eligible  for  special  education  and  related  services,  the  nature  of 
 special  education  and  related  services  recommended  to  accommodate  the 
 student’s  suspected  disability,  and  the  particular  facts  or  findings  underlying 
 the  evaluator’s  conclusions.  This  report  must  be  submitted  to  the  district 
 within 45 days after the conclusion of the evaluation. 

 7.  Evaluations  must  meet  the  then-current  state  standards  for  reliability, 
 research-based processes, and educational or professional best practices. 

 8.  Reimbursement  to  any  evaluator  chosen  in  conformance  with  this  policy  shall 
 not  exceed  the  cost  that  would  be  charged  by  the  school  district’s  contracted 
 providers for the same or substantially similar evaluation. 

 All  special  education  evaluations,  including  those  independently 
 obtained  at  the  district’s  expense,  must  be  obtained  in  a  manner  consistent 
 with  the  criteria  set  forth  above,  unless  state  or  federal  law  requires  waiver 
 of one or more criteria in order to accommodate unique circumstances. 
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 Emergency Dismissal 

 The  superintendent  or  his/her  designee  is  responsible  for  determining  when 
 school  and/or  extracurricular  activities  should  be  cancelled  or  dismissed  due 
 to  severe  weather  or  other  emergency  conditions.  Coaches  and/or  sponsors 
 may  not  conduct  practices  on  days  that  school  is  cancelled  without  first 
 securing the superintendent’s specific permission. 

 Adopted on: _________________________ 
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 Field Trips 

 The  board  encourages  instructional  staff  to  incorporate  field  trips  into 
 the  curriculum.  These  trips  should  normally  be  conducted  during  the 
 school day. 

 1.  General Conditions 

 All  trips  must  be  pre-approved  by  the  teacher’s  building  principal. 
 Out-of-state  and  overnight  trips  require  pre-approval  by  the  board. 
 The  superintendent  and  principals  will  develop  guidelines  for  approval 
 of trips and communicate those guidelines to teaching staff. 

 2.  Parental Permission 

 Each  student  must  submit  a  signed  parental  permission  slip  prior  to 
 being  allowed  to  attend  a  field  trip.  A  new  permission  slip  must  be 
 submitted  for  each  trip.  Caregivers,  as  that  term  is  defined  in  the 
 Nebraska  Strengthening  Families  Act,  shall  be  permitted  to  sign 
 parental permission slips. 

 3.  Supervision 

 Sponsoring  teachers  must  ensure  that  students  are  adequately 
 supervised  and  chaperoned  by  a  responsible  adult  at  all  times  during 
 field  trips.  Whether  paid  staff  or  volunteers,  chaperones  are  prohibited 
 from  drinking  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  at  any  time  during  any 
 field  trip.  All  chaperones  must  be  at  least  21  years  of  age.  Any 
 chaperone  who  drives  students  must  possess  a  valid  driver’s  license. 
 Chaperones  who  drive  students  in  private  vehicles  must  possess 
 adequate  insurance  coverage.  Chaperones  do  not  have  any  property 
 right  in  or  to  a  chaperone  assignment.  The  school  district  may  deny  or 
 terminate  a  chaperone  assignment  for  any  reason  that  is  not 
 unconstitutional  or  unlawful.  The  superintendent’s  decision  shall  be 
 final. 

 4.  Student Conduct 

 Students  must  comply  with  the  student  code  of  conduct,  any 
 applicable  extracurricular  conduct  codes,  and  all  directives  by  trip 
 chaperones. 
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 Activity Trips 

 Students  must  travel  to  and  from  all  activities  in  the  transportation  provided 
 by  the  school.  A  student  may  travel  home  from  an  activity  with  his/her 
 parent  or  guardian  if  the  activity  sponsor  has  personally  released  the  student 
 to  the  parents’  custody.  Students  who  misbehave  while  on  an  activity  trip 
 may  be  subject  to  disciplinary  consequences  set  forth  in  the  board’s  student 
 discipline  policy.  In  addition  to  any  other  disciplinary  consequences  imposed, 
 students  who  misbehave  while  on  school-sponsored  trips  may  be  prohibited 
 from attending future trips. 

 Students  must  comply  with  the  board’s  policies  on  field  trips  as  well  as  the 
 student  code  of  conduct,  the  extracurricular  code,  and  all  directives  of  a 
 sponsor or chaperone while on activity trip. 
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 Public Appearances of School Groups 

 The  reputation  of  the  school  district  is  enhanced  when  student  groups 
 appear  at  public  non-school  functions.  Therefore,  the  board  encourages 
 student  groups  to  appear  at  public  events,  subject  to  the  following 
 requirements: 

 1.  Activity  sponsors  must  secure  the  permission  of  their  building  principal 
 before booking a student group at a public event. 

 2.  Sponsors  are  discouraged  from  booking  student  groups  to  perform  on  more 
 than one school night (Sunday-Thursday) per week. 

 3.  Student  groups  may  not  perform  at  a  political  rally  without  permission  from 
 the superintendent and prior notice to parents. 

 4.  The  policies  and  rules  that  apply  to  field  trips  also  apply  to  student  group 
 appearances in public. 

 Adopted on: _________________________ 
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 Emergency Exclusion 

 Grounds  for  Emergency  Exclusion.  Any  student  may  be  excluded 
 from  school  in  the  following  circumstances  subject  to  the  procedural 
 provisions  governing  short  term  suspension  found  elsewhere  in  these  policies 
 or state law: 

 (a)  If  the  student  has  a  dangerous  communicable  disease  transmissible 
 through  normal  school  contacts  and  poses  an  imminent  threat  to  the  health 
 or safety of the school community; or 

 (b)  If  the  student's  conduct  presents  a  clear  threat  to  the  physical  safety  of 
 himself,  herself,  or  others,  or  is  so  extremely  disruptive  as  to  make 
 temporary  removal  necessary  to  preserve  the  rights  of  other  students  to 
 pursue an education. 

 Any  emergency  exclusion  shall  be  based  upon  a  clear  factual  situation 
 warranting  it  and  shall  last  no  longer  than  is  necessary  to  avoid  the  dangers 
 that prompted the exclusion. 

 Extension  of  Exclusion.  Pursuant  to  the  Student  Discipline  Act,  the 
 principal  has  the  authority  to  exclude  a  student  from  school  for  up  to  five 
 school  days  on  an  emergency  basis.  If  the  superintendent  or 
 superintendent’s  designee  determines  that  it  is  appropriate  to  consider  the 
 extension  of  an  exclusion  beyond  five  days,  such  consideration  shall  be 
 made according to the procedures set forth below. 

 Notification  of  Student’s  Parent(s)  or  Guardian(s).  The 
 superintendent  or  the  superintendent’s  designee  shall  notify  the  student’s 
 parent(s)  or  guardian(s)  that  the  principal  has  proposed  the  extension  of  the 
 exclusion.  If  the  initial  notice  is  oral,  the  superintendent  shall  confirm  it  in 
 writing. 

 Opportunity  to  Request  a  Hearing.  The  student’s  parent(s)  or 
 guardian(s)  may  submit  an  oral  request  for  a  hearing  on  the  proposed 
 extension  of  the  exclusion  within  two  school  days  of  receiving  the  initial 
 notice.  If  the  initial  request  for  a  hearing  is  oral,  they  shall  confirm  the 
 request in writing. 

 Page  1  of  3 



 Failure  to  Request  a  Hearing.  If  the  parent(s)  or  guardian(s)  do 
 not  request  a  hearing  within  two  school  days  of  receiving  oral  or  written 
 notice,  the  proposed  extension  of  the  exclusion  shall  automatically  go  into 
 effect. 

 Appointment  and  Qualifications  of  a  Hearing  Examiner.  If  the 
 parent(s)  or  guardian(s)  request  a  hearing,  the  superintendent  shall  appoint 
 a  hearing  examiner  upon  receiving  a  request  for  a  hearing.  The  hearing 
 examiner  may  be  any  person  who  did  not  bring  charges  against  the  student, 
 is not to be a witness at the hearing, and has no involvement in the charge. 

 Hearing  Examiner’s  Notice  to  Parent(s)  or  Guardian(s).  The 
 hearing  examiner  shall  promptly  give  written  notice  of  the  time,  date  and 
 place  of  the  hearing.  The  hearing  will  be  held  within  five  school  days  after 
 the  school  district  receives  the  initial  oral  or  written  request;  provided,  the 
 hearing  may  be  held  more  than  five  school  days  after  receipt  of  the  request 
 upon  a  showing  of  good  cause.  No  hearing  will  be  held  on  less  than  two  (2) 
 school  days’  notice  unless  otherwise  agreed  to  by  the  student's  parent(s)  or 
 guardian(s) and school officials. 

 Continued  Exclusion.  If  a  hearing  is  requested,  the  principal  may 
 determine  in  his  or  her  sole  discretion  that  the  student  shall  remain  excluded 
 from  school  until  the  hearing  officer  makes  a  recommendation  to  the 
 superintendent. 

 Examination  of  Student’s  Records  and  Affidavits.  Prior  to  the 
 hearing,  the  student  and  his/her  parent(s)  or  guardian(s)  shall  have  the 
 right  to  examine  and  have  school  officials  explain  the  student's  records  and 
 any affidavits that will be used by school officials at the hearing. 

 Attendance  at  Hearing.  The  hearing  may  be  attended  by  the 
 hearing  examiner,  the  principal  (or  designee),  the  student,  and  the  student's 
 parents  or  guardian(s).  The  student  may  be  represented  at  this  hearing  by 
 a representative of the family’s choice. 

 Student’s  Witness(es).  The  student  and  his/her  parent(s)  or 
 guardian(s)  may  ask  any  person  with  knowledge  of  the  events  leading  up  to 
 the  sanction  or  with  general  knowledge  of  the  student's  character  to  testify 
 on  behalf  of  the  student.  If  school  personnel  or  other  students  are 
 requested  to  testify  by  the  student’s  parent(s)  or  guardian(s),  the  hearing 
 officer  shall  endeavor  to  help  obtain  the  presence  of  such  witnesses  at  the 
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 hearing. 

 Right  to  Know  Issues  and  Nature  of  Testimony.  The  student  and 
 his/her  parent(s)  or  guardian(s)  have  the  right  to  request  in  advance  of  the 
 hearing  the  issues  which  the  administration  will  propose  in  support  of  the 
 extension,  and  the  general  nature  of  the  testimony  of  any  administrative  or 
 expert witnesses. 

 Presence  of  Student  and  Witnesses  at  the  Hearing.  The  student 
 and  witnesses  may  be  excluded  at  the  discretion  of  the  hearing  examiner  in 
 accordance  with  state  statutes.  The  student  may  speak  in  his/her  own 
 defense  and  may  be  questioned  on  such  testimony,  but  may  choose  not  to 
 testify. 

 Sworn  or  Affirmed  Testimony  .  The  principal  or  his  or  her  designee 
 shall  present  evidence  supporting  the  recommended  extension  of  the 
 exclusion.  Witnesses  will  give  testimony  under  oath  of  affirmation,  and  may 
 be questioned. 

 Hearing  Examiner’s  Report  and  Recommendations  .  The  hearing 
 examiner  shall  prepare  a  report  of  his  or  her  findings  and  recommendations, 
 and forward the report to the superintendent. 

 Superintendent’s  Decision.  The  superintendent  will  review  the 
 hearing  examiner's  report  and  determine  whether  to  extend  the  exclusion. 
 He  or  she  shall  have  the  decision  delivered  or  sent  by  registered  or  certified 
 mail  to  the  student,  student's  parent(s),  or  guardian(s).  If  the 
 superintendent  decides  to  extend  the  exclusion,  the  extension  will  take  effect 
 immediately. 

 Adopted on: _________________________ 
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 Constitution Day Education 

 Each  year  on  September  17,  designated  as  Constitution  Day,  the  school 
 district  will  conduct  a  program  designed  to  highlight  the  historic  and 
 continuing  importance  of  the  United  States  Constitution.  When  September 
 17  falls  on  a  Saturday,  Sunday,  or  holiday,  the  district  will  provide  this 
 program during the preceding or following week. 

 The  program  shall  be  implemented  within  the  guidelines  of  the  U.S. 
 Department  of  Education  and  in  accordance  with  any  other  applicable  laws 
 and/or regulations. 
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 Restraint and Seclusion of Students 

 Restraint  and  seclusion,  as  defined  below,  are  behavioral  interventions.  The 
 use  of  such  behavioral  interventions  must  be  in  accordance  with  this  policy. 
 The  following  interventions  do  not  constitute  seclusion  and  restraint,  and  are 
 not  governed  by  this  policy:  voice  control,  limited  to  loud,  firm  commands; 
 time-limited  ignoring  of  specific  behaviors;  brief  physical  prompts  to 
 interrupt  or  prevent  a  specific  behavior;  physical  interventions  which  a 
 student’s  health  care  provider  has  indicated  are  medically  necessary  for  the 
 treatment or protection of the individual; or other similar interventions. 

 Definitions 

 Physical  restraint  refers  to  a  personal  restriction  that  immobilizes  or  reduces 
 the  ability  of  a  student  to  move  his  or  her  torso,  arms,  legs,  or  head  freely. 
 The  term  physical  restraint  does  not  include  a  physical  escort.  Physical 
 escort  means  a  temporary  touching  or  holding  of  the  hand,  wrist,  arm, 
 shoulder  or  back  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  a  student  who  is  acting  out  to 
 walk  to  a  safe  location.  Physical  restraint  does  not  include  incidental 
 touching  that  comes  along  with  movement  inside  a  classroom,  lunch  line,  or 
 other areas of the school building where maintaining order is required. 

 Mechanical  restraint  refers  to  the  use  of  any  device  or  equipment  to  restrict 
 a  student’s  freedom  of  movement.  The  term  does  not  include  devices 
 implemented  by  trained  school  personnel,  or  utilized  by  a  student  that  have 
 been  prescribed  by  an  appropriate  medical  or  related  services  professional 
 and  are  used  for  the  specific  and  approved  purposes  for  which  such  devices 
 were designed, such as: 

 ●  Adaptive  devices  or  mechanical  supports  used  to  achieve  proper  body 
 position,  balance,  or  alignment  to  allow  greater  freedom  of  mobility 
 than  would  be  possible  without  the  use  of  such  devices  or  mechanical 
 supports; 

 ●  Vehicle  safety  restraints  when  used  as  intended  during  the  transport  of 
 a student in a moving vehicle; 

 ●  Restraints for medical immobilization; or 
 ●  Orthopedically  prescribed  devices  that  permit  a  student  to  participate 

 in activities without risk of harm. 

 Chemical  restraint  refers  to  the  administration  of  medication  for  the  purpose 
 of  restraint,  but  does  not  include  the  administration  of  medication  in 
 accordance  with  the  directions  and  prescription  of  a  physician  with  the 
 consent of the student’s parent or guardian. 



 Seclusion  refers  to  the  involuntary  confinement  of  a  student  alone  in  a  room 
 or  area  from  which  the  student  is  physically  prevented  from  leaving.  It  does 
 not  include  a  timeout,  which  is  a  behavior  management  technique  that  is 
 part  of  an  approved  program,  involves  the  monitored  separation  of  the 
 student  in  a  non-locked  setting,  and  is  implemented  for  the  purpose  of 
 calming. 

 Use of Restraint and Seclusion 

 The  use  of  chemical  restraint  is  strictly  prohibited.  The  use  of  any  seclusion 
 or  restraint  intervention  for  punitive  or  disciplinary  purposes  is  strictly 
 prohibited.  Similarly,  the  use  of  any  technique  that  constitutes  corporal 
 punishment,  which  is  the  infliction  of  bodily  pain  as  a  penalty  for 
 disapproved  behavior,  is  strictly  prohibited.  Seclusion  and/or  restraint  shall 
 not  be  used  for  the  convenience  of  staff  or  as  a  substitute  for  an  educational 
 program.  When  restraint  or  seclusion  is  used  to  respond  to  the  danger  of 
 harm  posed  by  a  student’s  behavior,  the  intervention  shall  be  discontinued 
 as soon as the danger of harm has dissipated. 

 [Option A: Most Aggressive Approach] 
 The  use  of  physical  restraint,  mechanical  restraint,  and  seclusion  is 
 permitted  in  a  manner  consistent  with  this  policy  as  reasonably  necessary  to 
 aid  the  student,  further  school  purposes,  or  prevent  interference  with  the 
 educational process. 

 [Option B: Aggressive Approach] 
 The  use  of  physical  restraint,  mechanical  restraint,  and  seclusion  is 
 permitted in a manner consistent with this policy: 

 ●  as  reasonably  necessary  where  the  student’s  behavior  risks  causing 
 physical harm to self, others, and property; 

 ●  in  accordance  with  the  student’s  IEP,  Section  504,  or  behavior 
 intervention plan;  or 

 ●  as  otherwise  prescribed,  recommended,  or  suggested  by  a  medical  or 
 related services provider. 

 [Option C: Conservative Approach] 
 The  use  of  mechanical  restraint  is  strictly  prohibited.  The  use  of  physical 
 restraint  and  seclusion  is  permitted  in  a  manner  consistent  with  this  policy 
 as  reasonably  necessary  where  the  student’s  behavior  risks  causing  physical 
 harm to self or others. 



 Procedures 

 No  technique  shall  restrict  a  student’s  breathing,  deprive  a  student  of  basic 
 needs, or unnecessarily expose a student to physical pain or discomfort. 

 Seclusion  shall  not  be  used  for  students  who  are  severely  self-injurious  or 
 suicidal.  When  seclusion  is  utilized  as  permitted  by  this  policy,  the  following 
 procedures shall be followed: 

 ●  The  student  shall  be  monitored  by  an  adult  in  close  proximity  who  is 
 able to regularly observe the student; 

 ●  The  confining  space  shall  be  approved  for  such  use,  unless  the  use  of 
 such a space is impossible or impracticable under the circumstances; 

 ●  The  confining  space  shall  be  appropriately  lighted,  ventilated,  and 
 heated or cooled;  and 

 ●  The  confining  space  shall  be  free  from  objects  that  unreasonably 
 expose the student or others to harm. 

 If  a  pattern  of  behavior  emerges  that  requires  or  is  anticipated  to  require  the 
 use  of  restraint  and/or  seclusion  for  the  student,  the  appropriate  educators 
 and/or  team  members  shall  review  what  assessments,  evaluations, 
 supports,  services,  programs,  or  placements  are  appropriate  in  light  of  the 
 student’s needs and circumstances. 

 Recording and Reporting 

 Each  incident  of  restraint  or  seclusion  must  be  recorded  and  reported  as 
 required by the building administrators. 

 Training 

 All  staff  members  shall  be  provided  notice  of  this  policy  and  will  be  trained 
 on  its  contents.  The  Superintendent  or  his  or  her  designee  will  identify 
 school  staff  members  likely  to  implement  the  restraint  or  seclusion 
 interventions  authorized  by  this  policy  and  arrange  for  those  individuals  to 
 receive  appropriate  training  on  the  appropriate  implementation  of  such 
 interventions and the use of other behavioral supports and interventions. 
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 Concussion Awareness 

 The  Nebraska  Unicameral  has  found  that  concussions  are  one  of  the  “most 
 commonly  reported  injuries  in  children  and  adolescents  who  participate  in 
 sports  and  recreational  activities  and  that  the  risk  of  catastrophic  injury  or 
 death  is  significant  when  a  concussion  or  brain  injury  is  not  properly 
 evaluated and managed.” 

 The School District will: 

 a.  Require  all  coaches  and  trainers  to  complete  one  of  the  following 
 on-line  courses  on  how  to  recognize  the  symptoms  of  a  concussion  or 
 brain  injury  and  how  to  seek  proper  medical  treatment  for  a 
 concussion or brain injury: 

 ●  Heads UP Concussions in Youth Sports 
 ●  Concussion in Sports—What You Need to Know 
 ●  Sports Safety International 
 ●  ConcussionWise 
 ●  ACTive™Athletic Concussion Training for Coaches; and 

 b.  On  an  annual  basis  provide  concussion  and  brain  injury  information  to 
 students  and  their  parents  or  guardians  prior  to  such  students 
 initiating practice or competition.  This information will include: 

 1  The signs and symptoms of a concussion; 
 2  The risks posed by sustaining a concussion; and 
 3  The  actions  a  student  should  take  in  response  to  sustaining  a 

 concussion, including the notification of his or her coaches. 

 A  student  who  participates  on  a  school  athletic  team  must  be  removed  from 
 a  practice  or  game  when  he/she  is  reasonably  suspected  of  having  sustained 
 a  concussion  or  brain  injury  in  such  practice  or  game  after  observation  by  a 
 coach  or  a  licensed  health  care  professional  who  is  professionally  affiliated 
 with  or  contracted  by  the  school.  The  student  will  not  be  permitted  to 
 participate  in  any  school  supervised  team  athletic  activities  involving  physical 
 exertion, including practices or games, until the student: 

 a.  has been evaluated by a licensed health care professional; 

 b.  has  received  written  and  signed  clearance  to  resume  participation  in 
 athletic activities from the licensed health care professional; and 



 c.  has  submitted  the  written  and  signed  clearance  to  resume 
 participation  in  athletic  activities  to  the  school  accompanied  by 
 written  permission  to  resume  participation  from  the  student’s 
 parent or guardian. 

 If  a  student  is  reasonably  suspected  after  observation  of  having  sustained  a 
 concussion  or  brain  injury  and  is  removed  from  an  athletic  activity,  the 
 parent or guardian of the student will be notified by the school of: 

 a.  the  date  and  approximate  time  of  the  injury  suffered  by  the 
 student, 

 b.  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  a  concussion  or  brain  injury  that  were 
 observed, and 

 c.  any actions taken to treat the student. 

 The  school  district  will  not  provide  for  the  presence  of  a  licensed  health  care 
 professional at any practice or game. 

 School  officials  shall  deem  the  signature  of  an  individual  who  represents  that 
 he/she  is  a  licensed  health  care  professional  on  a  written  clearance  to 
 resume  participation  that  is  provided  to  the  school  to  be  conclusive  and 
 reliable  evidence  that  the  individual  who  signed  the  clearance  is  a  licensed 
 health  care  professional.  The  school  will  not  take  any  additional  or 
 independent steps to verify the individual’s qualifications. 

 Students  who  have  sustained  a  concussion  and  returned  to  school  may  need 
 informal  or  formal  accommodations,  modifications  of  curriculum,  and 
 monitoring  by  medical  or  academic  staff  until  the  student  is  fully  recovered. 
 The  school's  "return  to  learn  protocol"  shall  be  the  guidance  provided  by  the 
 Nebraska  Department  of  Education  entitled  “Bridging  the  Gap  from 
 Concussion  to  the  Classroom,”  and  accompanying  materials  and  future 
 supplements.  Nothing  in  this  policy  or  the  referenced  protocol  shall  entitle  a 
 student  who  has  sustained  a  concussion  to  an  individualized  plan  under 
 Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act,  although  staff  will  refer  students  who 
 have  sustained  a  concussion  for  evaluation  under  Section  504  as 
 appropriate. 
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 6035 
 Athletic Contest Participation by Sixth Graders 

 If  there  are  fewer  than  12  boys  or  12  girls  in  the  combined  enrollment  of  the 
 seventh  and  eighth  grades  when  those  grades  are  part  of  the  elementary 
 school  system,  sixth  grade  students  may  participate  in  athletic  contests 
 between  schools,  within  a  school  system,  or  between  school  systems  if  the 
 school  administration  judges  that  it  is  appropriate  after  taking  into 
 consideration  the  competition’s  nature  and  value  to  the  students,  its  physical 
 requirements  and  dangers,  and  the  sixth  grade  students’  ages,  physical  and 
 mental  abilities,  maturity,  skills,  and  preparation  for  the  competition. 
 Otherwise,  pupils  in  kindergarten  through  the  sixth  grade  may  not 
 participate  in  any  kinds  of  athletic  contests  between  schools,  within  a  school 
 system,  or  between  school  systems  except  as  provided  in  this  policy  or  as 
 otherwise  allowed  by  law.  This  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  annual  field  or 
 play days. 
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 6036 
 Reading Instruction and Intervention Services 

 The  purpose  of  this  policy  is  to  facilitate  reading  instruction  and  intervention 
 services  to  address  student  reading  needs,  including,  but  not  limited  to, 
 dyslexia.  It  is  the  school  district’s  goal  that  each  student  be  able  to  read  at 
 or above grade level by third grade. 

 Effective  Reading  Teachers.  It  is  the  intent  of  the  school  district  to 
 employ  teachers  for  kindergarten  through  third  grade  who  are  effective 
 reading  teachers  as  evidenced  by  (a)  evaluations  based  on  classroom 
 observations  and  student  improvement  on  reading  assessments  or  (b) 
 specialized training in reading improvement. 

 Reading  Assessment.  Beginning  in  2019-20,  the  school  district  will 
 administer  a  reading  assessment  approved  by  the  Nebraska  Department  of 
 Education  three  times  during  the  school  year  to  all  students  in  kindergarten 
 through third grade.  Exceptions to this requirement include: 

 ●  Any  student  receiving  specialized  instruction  for  limited  English 
 proficiency  who  has  been  receiving  such  instruction  for  less  than  two 
 years; 

 ●  Any  student  receiving  special  education  services  for  whom  such 
 assessment would conflict with the individualized education plan; and 

 ●  Any  student  receiving  services  under  a  plan  pursuant  to  the 
 requirements  of  section  504  of  the  federal  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973, 
 29  U.S.C.  794,  or  Title  II  of  the  federal  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act 
 of  1990,  42  U.S.C.  12131  to  12165,  as  such  acts  and  sections  existed 
 on  January  1,  2018,  for  whom  such  assessment  would  conflict  with 
 such section 504 or Title II plan. 

 The first assessment must occur within the first 30 days of the school year. 

 Diagnostic  assessments  used  within  a  supplemental  reading  intervention 
 program do not require Nebraska Department of Education approval. 

 Deficiency  Identification.  Any  student  in  kindergarten  through  third 
 grade  performing  below  the  threshold  level  as  determined  by  the  Nebraska 
 Department  of  Education  shall  be  identified  as  having  a  reading  deficiency 
 for  purposes  of  the  Nebraska  Reading  Improvement  Act  and  this  policy.  A 
 student  who  is  identified  as  having  a  reading  deficiency  shall  remain 
 identified  as  having  a  reading  deficiency  until  the  student  performs  at  or 
 above  the  threshold  level  on  an  approved  reading  assessment.  Nothing  in 
 the  Nebraska  Reading  Improvement  Act  or  this  policy  shall  prohibit  a  school 
 district from identifying any other student as having a reading deficiency. 
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 Supplemental  Reading  Intervention  Program.  The  school  district  will 
 provide  a  supplemental  reading  intervention  program  to  ensure  that 
 students  can  read  at  or  above  grade  level  at  the  end  of  third  grade.  The 
 school  district  may  work  collaboratively  with  a  reading  specialist  at  the 
 Nebraska  Department  of  Education,  with  educational  service  units,  with 
 learning  communities,  or  through  interlocal  agreements  to  develop  and 
 provide  such  supplemental  reading  intervention  programs.  Each 
 supplemental reading intervention program must: 

 ●  Be provided to any student identified as having a reading deficiency; 
 ●  Be  implemented  during  regular  school  hours  in  addition  to  regularly 

 scheduled  reading  instruction  unless  otherwise  agreed  to  by  a  parent 
 or guardian; and 

 ●  Make  available  a  summer  reading  program  each  summer  for  any 
 student  who  has  been  enrolled  in  grade  one  or  higher  and  is  identified 
 as  continuing  to  have  a  reading  deficiency  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
 school  year  preceding  such  summer  reading  program.  The  summer 
 reading  program  may  be  held  in  conjunction  with  existing  summer 
 programs  in  the  school  district  or  in  a  community  reading  program  not 
 affiliated with the school district or may be offered online. 

 The supplemental reading intervention program may also include: 

 ●  Reading  intervention  techniques  that  are  based  on  scientific  research 
 and best practices; 

 ●  Diagnostic  assessments  to  frequently  monitor  student  progress 
 throughout the school year and adjust instruction accordingly; 

 ●  Intensive  intervention  using  strategies  selected  from  the  following  list 
 to match the weaknesses identified in the diagnostic assessment: 

 o  Development  in  phonemic  awareness,  phonics,  fluency, 
 vocabulary, and reading comprehension; 

 o  Explicit  and  systematic  instruction  with  detailed  explanations, 
 extensive  opportunities  for  guided  practice,  and  opportunities  for 
 error corrections and feedback; or 

 o  Daily  targeted  individual  or  small-group  reading  intervention 
 based  on  student  needs  as  determined  by  diagnostic  assessment 
 data subject to planned extracurricular school activities; 

 ●  Strategies  and  resources  to  assist  with  reading  skills  at  home, 
 including  parent-training  workshops  and  suggestions  for  parent-guided 
 home reading; or 

 ●  Access  to  before-school  or  after-school  supplemental  reading 
 intervention  with  a  teacher  or  tutor  who  has  specialized  training  in 
 reading intervention. 
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 Parent/Guardian  Notification.  The  school  will  give  notice  in  writing  or  by 
 electronic  communication  to  the  parent(s)  or  guardian(s)  of  any  student 
 identified  as  having  a  reading  deficiency  within  15  working  days  of  such 
 identification  that  the  student  has  been  identified  as  having  a  reading 
 deficiency  and  that  an  individual  reading  improvement  plan  will  be 
 established and shared with the parents or guardians. 

 Reading  Improvement  Plan.  Any  student  who  is  identified  as  having  a 
 reading  deficiency  will  receive  an  individual  reading  improvement  plan  no 
 later  than  30  days  after  the  identification  of  the  reading  deficiency.  The 
 reading  improvement  plan  may  be  created  by  the  teacher,  the  principal, 
 other  pertinent  school  personnel,  and  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the 
 student  and  shall  describe  the  reading  intervention  services  the  student  will 
 receive  through  the  supplemental  reading  intervention  program  to  remedy 
 the  reading  deficiency.  The  student  must  receive  reading  intervention 
 services  through  the  supplemental  reading  intervention  program  until  the 
 student is no longer identified as having a reading deficiency. 

 Reading  Progress.  Each  student  in  kindergarten  through  third  grade  and 
 his  or  her  parent(s)  or  guardian(s)  will  be  informed  of  the  student's  reading 
 progress  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  school  district  receives  the 
 results from the student’s approved reading assessment. 

 Adopted on: _________________________ 
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 6037 
 Selection and Review of Library Media 

 The  board  approves  curriculum  and  curriculum-related  materials  for  the 
 district  with  input  from  administrators  and  staff.  Those  processes  are 
 covered  in  other  board  policies.  Staff  members  seeking  to  procure  materials 
 for  use  during  instruction  must  follow  board  policy,  practices,  and  directives. 
 Those items are not covered by this policy. 

 The  district  procures  library  books  and  other  media  available  to  students  that 
 are  not  part  of  a  specific  class  or  curriculum.  For  purposes  of  this  policy, 
 those  will  be  called  library  materials.  This  policy  addresses  the  selection 
 and  review  of  library  materials,  regardless  of  their  source.  This  policy 
 applies  regardless  of  whether  library  materials  are  purchased  using  district 
 funds, donated, or shared at no cost to the district. 

 No  Right  to  Materials  .  The  board  supports  having  excellent  educational 
 opportunities  for  students,  including  availability  of  library  materials  used  to 
 enrich  the  educational  experience.  However,  the  board  and  administration 
 are  responsible  for  considering  materials  based  on  a  variety  of  factors  and 
 legal  obligations.  There  is  no  right  to  force  any  material  to  be  included  or 
 excluded.  Staff  requesting  library  materials  do  so  only  within  the  course  and 
 scope of their employment with the district. 

 Selection  Process.  The  selection  and  approval  of  new  library  materials 
 must  comply  with  the  district’s  general  requisition,  donation,  and  budgeting 
 requirements.  To  ensure  materials  selected  are  appropriate  for  the  district’s 
 students  and  consistent  with  the  district’s  legal  obligations,  the  following 
 process applies to selection of library materials. 

 The  school  librarian,  media  specialist,  or  any  individual  requesting  library 
 materials  is  responsible  for  submitting  the  request  in  writing  to  the  building 
 principal  or  to  superintendent  if  there  is  no  principal  assigned  to  the  building. 
 The request must include the following 

 1.  Name of the book, material, or resource; 
 2.  The author, publisher, and supplier of the material; 
 3.  The  physical  medium  (  i.e.  ,  book,  magazine,  video,  game,  digital 

 subscription, etc.); 
 4.  The cost of the material; 
 5.  A  summary  of  the  content  of  the  material,  including  how  it  supports 

 age-appropriate  learning  objectives,  enriches  the  curriculum,  and/or 
 supports student development and learning; 
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 6.  The  material’s  accolades,  such  as  presence  on  best  seller  lists,  awards 
 won,  and  recommendations  from  professional  library  journals  and 
 organizations with a focus on K-12 school library materials; and 

 7.  Whether  any  of  the  content  in  the  material  represents  a  perspective 
 that  may  not  be  universal,  such  as  a  political,  religious,  or  social 
 perspective  for  which  disagreement  or  differences  of  opinion  exist. 
 The summary should include a description of these items. 

 The  building  principal  or  superintendent  will  review  the  library  material 
 request  and  inform  the  requester  whether  the  material  will  be  accepted  or 
 denied.  Materials  which  require  expenditure  of  district  funds  will  be 
 processed  consistently  with  the  district’s  purchasing  and  procurement 
 policies and practices.  There is no appeal from this determination. 

 Requested  Review  of  Library  Materials  .  A  concerned  parent  of  a  current 
 student  or  patron  living  within  the  school  district  boundaries  may  request  the 
 review  of  a  specific  library  material  (  i.e.  ,  a  specific  book,  magazine,  etc.)  or 
 portion  of  a  specific  library  material.  The  parent  or  patron  must  first  discuss 
 their  concern  with  the  building  principal  and  explain  their  concern  regarding 
 the  library  material.  If  there  is  no  principal  assigned  to  that  building,  the 
 parent  or  patron  should  discuss  their  concern  with  the  superintendent.  The 
 board believes most concerns will be resolved in this manner. 

 If  the  parent  or  patron  is  dissatisfied  after  the  informal  review  and  discussion 
 with  the  relevant  administrator,  they  may  request  a  review  in  writing.  To 
 request  a  review,  the  individual  must  complete  the  Library  Material  Review 
 Request form and submit it to the superintendent. 

 The  superintendent  will  review  the  request  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
 receiving  it.  The  superintendent  may  consult  with  the  school’s  librarian  or 
 media  specialist,  staff,  and  legal  counsel  at  his  or  her  discretion.  The 
 superintendent  may  decide  to  remove  the  material,  keep  the  material, 
 restrict  access  to  the  material  to  students  based  on  age  or  grade  level,  or 
 make  any  other  determination  the  superintendent  deems  appropriate.  The 
 superintendent’s  decision  regarding  the  review  will  be  communicated  to  the 
 requester in writing. 

 The  decision  of  the  superintendent  is  final,  and  the  board  will  not  hear  any 
 appeal regarding the review of library material. 
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 Additional  Rules  for  Library  Media  Review  .  Unless  the  superintendent 
 decides  otherwise,  the  library  material  will  remain  in  circulation  while  a 
 review  is  pending.  Unless  otherwise  required  by  law,  no  library  material  will 
 be  reviewed  again  within  4  years  after  a  requested  review  is  completed.  Any 
 parent  or  patron  requesting  review  of  multiple  library  materials  may  only 
 request  a  maximum  of  5  materials  to  be  reviewed  at  one  time,  and  a  new 
 request  cannot  be  submitted  until  the  prior  review  is  completed  and  notice  of 
 the  determination  is  provided  to  the  requesting  party.  Nothing  in  this  policy 
 prohibits  the  superintendent  or  their  designee  from  reviewing  library 
 material  outside  of  the  review  process  contained  in  this  policy  and  taking  any 
 action the superintendent or their designee deems appropriate. 

 Adopted on: _________________________ 
 Revised on: _________________________ 
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