
7-12 Houghton Mifflin 

To compare how Houghton Mifflin social studies textbooks align with Nebraska's social studies 
standards, it’s essential to break the evaluation into a few key areas, focusing on the content, 
grade-level appropriateness, and specific skill and knowledge expectations laid out by the state 
standards. 

Key Focus Areas: 

1.​ Content Alignment:​
Nebraska’s social studies standards emphasize a well-rounded understanding of history, 
geography, civics, and economics. Textbooks should align with these four strands while 
highlighting: 

○​ American History: Nebraska requires students to understand the founding and 
development of the U.S., including key figures, constitutional principles, and 
major historical events. 

○​ Geography: Students must demonstrate spatial awareness, including physical 
and political maps, and human-environment interactions. 

○​ Civics and Government: Nebraska places a strong focus on democratic 
principles, the Constitution, and the responsibilities of citizenship. 

○​ Economics: Key economic principles such as supply and demand, 
entrepreneurship, and the role of government in the economy are important. 

2.​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks: Generally, these textbooks offer strong content coverage 
in American history, world geography, and government, and they often align well with 
national standards. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) also tailors its curriculum to state 
standards, including specific adaptations for different regions. For Nebraska, this would 
likely include localized content related to Nebraska’s history, geography, and 
government.​
Potential Gaps or Strengths: 

○​ State History: Nebraska’s standards emphasize knowledge of state history and 
regional studies, which may require supplemental materials beyond what’s 
offered in a general textbook from HMH. 

○​ Contemporary Issues and Civics: Nebraska's emphasis on current events and 
civic participation may align well with HMH’s recent focus on critical thinking and 
discussion-based learning. 

3.​ Skill Development: Nebraska’s standards emphasize the development of critical 
thinking, inquiry, and analysis skills. Students are expected to: 

○​ Analyze primary and secondary sources. 
○​ Construct evidence-based arguments. 
○​ Engage in civic discussions and debates. 

4.​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks: HMH textbooks often incorporate these types of 
inquiry-based activities. They typically include primary source documents, timelines, and 
maps for students to analyze, promoting these critical thinking skills. Additionally, they 



offer structured activities aimed at developing evidence-based reasoning, which aligns 
well with Nebraska’s goals. 

5.​ Grade-Level Appropriateness: Nebraska’s standards are organized into grade-specific 
goals, with particular emphasis on: 

○​ Middle Grades: A deeper dive into American history, world geography, and the 
foundations of government. 

○​ High School: Comprehensive study of U.S. and world history, government, 
economics, and geography, preparing students for civic life and post-secondary 
education. 

6.​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks: HMH offers a range of textbooks for various grade levels, 
and they are typically aligned with national standards, which have significant overlap with 
Nebraska’s. However, certain state-specific standards might require the inclusion of 
more regional history and geography at different grade levels.​
Potential Gaps or Strengths: 

○​ HMH’s broad coverage of U.S. history and government aligns well with 
Nebraska’s high school standards. However, for younger grades, Nebraska's 
emphasis on local community and state history may require additional 
state-specific resources. 

7.​ Civics Focus: Nebraska standards have a strong civics education component, 
encouraging students to actively participate in civic life and understand their rights and 
responsibilities as citizens. The state aims for students to engage in discussions around 
current events and understand the Constitution and government processes.​
Houghton Mifflin Textbooks: HMH incorporates civics education into its social studies 
curriculum, particularly in middle and high school grades, where students learn about the 
Constitution, government systems, and political processes. This approach aligns well 
with Nebraska’s focus on democratic principles, though Nebraska’s specific emphasis on 
contemporary civic engagement may require additional, local resources. 

Thoughts: 

Overall, Houghton Mifflin social studies textbooks align well with Nebraska’s social 
studies standards in many key areas, including content coverage in U.S. history, geography, 
and civics, and the development of critical thinking skills. However, there are a few areas where 
supplemental materials might be needed, particularly for Nebraska-specific content such as 
state history and geography and the state’s particular emphasis on civic participation and 
contemporary issues. Schools using HMH textbooks may need to integrate state-specific 
resources or additional lessons on Nebraska’s unique history and role in the broader context of 
American history. 

This comparison can serve as a guide when evaluating whether or not HMH textbooks need 
supplementation or adaptation to fully meet Nebraska's educational goals. 

 

 



Using SIT (Standards Instructional Tool) 
 

Using the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) Standards Instructional Materials Tool, we 
can assess how well the Houghton Mifflin (HM) social studies textbooks for grades 7-12 align 
with Nebraska’s social studies standards, which cover history, geography, civics, and 
economics. The evaluation focuses on content alignment, depth, instructional strategies, skills 
development, assessment, and state-specific content. 

1. Standards Alignment 

The Nebraska social studies standards for grades 7-12 emphasize a comprehensive 
understanding of U.S. and world history, government, economics, and geography. They are 
designed to help students understand the principles of democracy, the role of government, 
geographic relationships, and economic systems, and how history informs contemporary 
society. 

●​ Content Focus: 
○​ History: Nebraska’s standards require in-depth coverage of U.S. and world 

history, including major historical events, themes, and figures from ancient 
civilizations to modern times. 

○​ Civics and Government: Students must understand democratic principles, the 
U.S. Constitution, government structures, and their role as citizens. 

○​ Geography: The standards expect students to interpret geographic data, 
understand physical and human geography, and analyze geographic patterns. 

○​ Economics: Students must grasp economic principles, including supply and 
demand, market structures, government’s role in the economy, and global 
economic systems. 

●​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks:​
HM textbooks are designed to align with national social studies standards, and many of 
these overlap with Nebraska’s expectations. They typically cover U.S. history in detail, 
include a strong civics and government component, and emphasize geographic literacy. 
The economics textbooks from HM also offer robust coverage of micro and 
macroeconomic principles.​
NDE Tool Score: Strong alignment for general content coverage in U.S. and world 
history, geography, government, and economics. However, state-specific content may 
require additional materials. 

2. Depth and Rigor 

Nebraska’s social studies standards for grades 7-12 emphasize higher-order thinking skills, 
requiring students to engage with complex concepts, analyze primary sources, and construct 
evidence-based arguments. 



●​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks:​
HM’s high school textbooks are designed to promote critical thinking and in-depth 
analysis. They typically include activities that require students to analyze primary and 
secondary sources, timelines, maps, and charts. These textbooks also encourage 
students to make connections between historical events and current issues, supporting 
Nebraska’s standards for developing inquiry-based thinking.​
NDE Tool Score: High alignment in promoting depth of learning through source analysis, 
critical thinking, and inquiry. HM textbooks generally support rigorous academic 
exploration. 

3. Instructional Strategies and Student Engagement 

Nebraska’s instructional materials tool assesses the variety and effectiveness of instructional 
strategies used to engage students and meet diverse learning needs. 

●​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks:​
HM’s textbooks typically provide a variety of instructional strategies, including guided 
reading, critical thinking questions, debates, and interactive online resources. These 
strategies are designed to engage students with different learning styles and ensure 
comprehension of complex topics. They often include multimedia resources and 
interactive activities, which can enhance student engagement and understanding.​
NDE Tool Score: Strong alignment in terms of diverse instructional strategies and 
student engagement. HM textbooks include a wide array of approaches to keep students 
engaged in learning. 

4. Skills Development 

Nebraska’s standards require that students develop specific social studies skills, including 
source evaluation, argumentation, geographic reasoning, and civic participation. 

●​ Source Evaluation: Nebraska places a strong emphasis on analyzing primary and 
secondary sources, constructing arguments, and evaluating evidence. 

●​ Geographic Skills: Students need to be able to read and interpret maps, graphs, and 
geographic data to understand spatial relationships and human-environment 
interactions. 

●​ Civics and Participation: Nebraska’s civics standards emphasize understanding 
democratic principles and engaging in civic discussions.​
Houghton Mifflin Textbooks:​
HM textbooks typically provide a variety of primary sources, from historical documents to 
speeches and maps, supporting Nebraska’s standards for source evaluation and critical 
analysis. Geography sections often include case studies, interactive maps, and 
exercises that build geographic reasoning. The civics materials offer practical lessons on 
government structure and citizenship, promoting engagement with civic processes.​
NDE Tool Score: High alignment in terms of building essential social studies skills. HM 



materials align well with Nebraska’s focus on critical thinking, geographic literacy, and 
civic engagement. 

5. Assessment 

Nebraska’s standards expect that instructional materials provide both formative and summative 
assessments that align with learning objectives and help track student mastery of content and 
skills. 

●​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks:​
HM textbooks include a wide variety of assessments, such as chapter quizzes, unit tests, 
writing assignments, and project-based assessments. These assessments are designed 
to measure not only content knowledge but also students’ abilities to apply critical 
thinking and analysis skills. The online platforms often include adaptive assessments 
that can help teachers track student progress over time.​
NDE Tool Score: Strong alignment in terms of offering aligned assessments that track 
both content mastery and skills development. 

6. Cultural Representation and Diversity 

Nebraska’s standards emphasize the inclusion of diverse cultures, perspectives, and 
experiences, ensuring that students understand multiple viewpoints and cultural contexts. 

●​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks:​
HM textbooks typically include diverse perspectives, especially in U.S. history and world 
history materials. These textbooks often incorporate the stories and contributions of 
historically marginalized groups, such as women, Indigenous peoples, and other minority 
groups, promoting a broader understanding of history and society.​
NDE Tool Score: High alignment in terms of cultural representation. HM materials 
generally reflect diverse perspectives, which aligns with Nebraska’s standards for 
teaching cultural awareness. 

7. Local and State Content 

Nebraska’s standards require the integration of local and state history, particularly in the middle 
school and high school grades. Understanding Nebraska’s role in national and global contexts is 
essential. 

●​ Houghton Mifflin Textbooks:​
HM textbooks may not include extensive content specific to Nebraska’s history, 
government, or economy. While they provide strong coverage of U.S. history and 
government in general, Nebraska-specific lessons (such as in government and local 
economics) may require additional resources or supplements.​
NDE Tool Score: Moderate alignment. While HM textbooks provide comprehensive 
coverage of national and global topics, state-specific content may be lacking. Schools 



will likely need to supplement with local resources or Nebraska-specific lessons to meet 
this requirement fully. 

 

Conclusion Using the NDE Instructional Materials Tool: 

Houghton Mifflin’s social studies textbooks for grades 7-12 align well with Nebraska’s social 
studies standards in most categories. They provide comprehensive content in U.S. and world 
history, geography, government, and economics, and they support the development of critical 
thinking, source analysis, and civic engagement. The instructional strategies are diverse, 
engaging, and effective for promoting in-depth learning, while the assessments are well-aligned 
with Nebraska’s learning goals. 

However, there is a potential gap in Nebraska-specific content, particularly in areas like state 
history, government, and economics. While Houghton Mifflin offers a strong foundation in 
national and global topics, teachers may need to supplement with local resources to fully 
address Nebraska’s standards for state and local content. 

Overall, Houghton Mifflin textbooks score highly in most areas using the NDE Instructional 
Materials Tool but may require additional Nebraska-specific materials to ensure full alignment 
with state standards. 

 

 

K-5 Studies Weekly 

When comparing "Studies Weekly" for elementary social studies to Nebraska’s social studies 
standards, the focus will be on content alignment, grade-level appropriateness, and 
skill-building, particularly for K-5 students. 

Key Focus Areas: 

1.​ Content Alignment:​
Nebraska’s elementary social studies standards focus on early foundations in history, 
geography, civics, and economics, progressively introducing concepts that students 
revisit in greater detail in later grades.​
Studies Weekly:​
"Studies Weekly" provides a weekly newspaper-style format that integrates U.S. history, 
geography, government, and economics into grade-specific content. It tends to align with 
national standards, offering a well-rounded introduction to key social studies concepts. 

○​ American History: Nebraska emphasizes the foundations of U.S. history, 
including early civilizations, exploration, colonization, and the founding of the 



nation. "Studies Weekly" introduces students to these themes, often with 
accessible language and engaging articles. 

○​ Nebraska History: Nebraska’s standards require students to learn about the 
state's history, symbols, and geography, especially in the 4th grade. Studies 
Weekly offers some state-specific editions, and Nebraska’s version may include 
tailored content covering local history, state government, and significant 
Nebraska figures. 

○​ Geography: Nebraska standards include understanding spatial relationships, 
maps, and basic geography skills. "Studies Weekly" often incorporates activities 
and lessons on reading maps and understanding geographic features, aligning 
well with these goals. 

○​ Civics: Nebraska emphasizes understanding democratic principles, citizenship, 
and basic government structures starting at a young age. "Studies Weekly" 
typically includes civics-focused content in each grade level, offering lessons on 
government functions and civic responsibilities. 

2.​ Potential Gaps or Strengths: 
○​ State-Specific Content: If "Studies Weekly" provides a Nebraska-specific 

edition, the alignment is likely strong, particularly in the 4th-grade study of 
Nebraska history. Without state-specific editions, additional resources may be 
necessary to cover all Nebraska-focused content. 

3.​ Skill Development: Nebraska standards emphasize the development of skills like 
critical thinking, source analysis, map reading, and inquiry-based learning from an early 
age.​
Studies Weekly:​
"Studies Weekly" offers interactive features like primary source documents, analysis 
questions, and activities that promote critical thinking and discussion. The weekly 
quizzes and hands-on projects can support Nebraska’s inquiry-based learning approach. 
The format of short, engaging articles encourages students to develop comprehension 
and retention skills.​
Potential Gaps or Strengths: 

○​ Inquiry-Based Learning: "Studies Weekly" encourages students to ask 
questions and engage with the material, which aligns well with Nebraska's 
inquiry-based learning model. 

○​ Source Analysis: The weekly format often includes activities that ask students to 
analyze primary sources or answer questions based on what they've read, 
supporting the critical thinking and analysis components of Nebraska's 
standards. 

4.​ Grade-Level Appropriateness: Nebraska organizes its social studies standards into 
grade-level expectations, starting with community, citizenship, and basic geography in 
early grades and progressing to more complex historical and government-related 
concepts in upper elementary.​
Studies Weekly: 

○​ Kindergarten to 2nd Grade: "Studies Weekly" aligns well with Nebraska’s focus 
on basic community roles, national symbols, and simple geography. It provides 



lessons on community helpers, American holidays, and symbols like the flag, 
which match Nebraska’s early social studies goals. 

○​ 3rd Grade: Nebraska’s 3rd-grade standards emphasize national history and 
geography, including understanding continents, oceans, and early American 
history. "Studies Weekly" covers basic U.S. history and geographic concepts, 
which aligns with these goals. 

○​ 4th Grade: Nebraska’s 4th-grade standards focus heavily on state history. If 
"Studies Weekly" offers a Nebraska edition, it likely covers this in detail. Without 
a Nebraska-specific version, additional resources on Nebraska history and 
geography may be needed. 

○​ 5th Grade: Nebraska’s standards in 5th grade focus on early U.S. history, 
including exploration, colonization, and the Revolutionary War. "Studies Weekly" 
provides a strong foundation in these areas, often covering similar content in its 
weekly format. 

5.​ Potential Gaps or Strengths: 
○​ Local History: While "Studies Weekly" generally covers national history well, the 

degree of alignment with Nebraska’s focus on state-specific history, especially in 
the 4th grade, depends on the availability of a Nebraska-specific edition. 

6.​ Civics and Citizenship: Nebraska’s elementary social studies standards place a strong 
emphasis on teaching the principles of citizenship, government structures, and the roles 
and responsibilities of individuals in a democracy.​
Studies Weekly:​
"Studies Weekly" often includes civics content in each issue, addressing the basics of 
government, democratic values, and what it means to be a good citizen. This aligns well 
with Nebraska’s standards for teaching students about civic engagement and 
responsibility.​
Potential Gaps or Strengths: 

○​ Engagement: "Studies Weekly" promotes civic engagement through activities 
like mock elections or discussions about current events, which aligns with 
Nebraska’s goals of fostering active and informed citizens from a young age. 

Thoughts: 

"Studies Weekly" aligns well with Nebraska's elementary social studies standards in 
terms of content coverage, skill-building, and fostering civic engagement. If the school district 
can access Nebraska-specific editions, this will ensure that 4th-grade standards focused on 
state history and geography are fully met. For younger grades, the emphasis on national history, 
community, and government closely aligns with Nebraska’s expectations. Some minor 
supplementation with state-specific materials may be needed for full compliance, especially in 
state history, but overall, "Studies Weekly" provides a comprehensive and engaging resource 
that is well-suited to Nebraska’s standards. 

 
 



Using SIT (Standards Instructional Tool) 
 

To evaluate the alignment of "Studies Weekly" with Nebraska's social studies standards using 
the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) Instructional Materials Tool, we will break down 
the comparison into the categories the tool emphasizes. This tool helps assess how well 
instructional materials align with the Nebraska standards, with a focus on content, skills, and 
teaching methods across grade levels. 

Here’s an analysis of "Studies Weekly" based on categories outlined by the NDE tool: 

1. Standards Alignment 

This category assesses how closely materials align with the core content of Nebraska’s social 
studies standards, focusing on key domains: history, geography, civics, and economics. 

●​ Content Focus:​
"Studies Weekly" generally covers the four major strands of social studies required by 
Nebraska: 

○​ History: Includes content on U.S. history, covering exploration, colonization, and 
key historical events. 

○​ Geography: Lessons include map skills and geographic features, which align 
with Nebraska’s emphasis on spatial understanding. 

○​ Civics: "Studies Weekly" promotes civics knowledge and democratic principles 
at every grade level, matching Nebraska’s push for civic education. 

○​ Economics: Elementary concepts of needs, wants, and economic 
decision-making are introduced, which are aligned with state standards. 

●​ NDE Tool Score: High alignment for foundational content, with Nebraska-specific 
content integrated where available. 

2. Depth and Rigor 

Nebraska standards expect students to engage deeply with the material, especially through 
inquiry-based learning, source analysis, and critical thinking. 

●​ Studies Weekly encourages students to engage in source analysis through primary 
documents, historical photos, and interactive activities. Weekly quizzes and projects ask 
students to reflect critically on what they’ve learned, supporting the inquiry-based 
approach Nebraska promotes.​
NDE Tool Score: Strong alignment in encouraging depth of learning through critical 
thinking and analysis of sources. This meets Nebraska’s inquiry-based learning goals. 

3. Instructional Strategies and Student Engagement 



Nebraska’s instructional tool emphasizes the importance of diverse instructional strategies to 
meet the needs of all learners, including differentiation, student engagement, and interactive 
activities. 

●​ Student Engagement: "Studies Weekly" uses a newspaper format that is highly 
engaging for elementary students, with articles, activities, and graphics tailored to 
younger learners. The interactive nature of the weekly issues aligns with Nebraska’s 
focus on engaging students with hands-on activities. 

●​ Differentiation: "Studies Weekly" offers different levels of reading material and 
supplemental online resources, which can help teachers adjust lessons based on 
student ability. The NDE tool emphasizes differentiated instruction, and the multiple 
formats available with "Studies Weekly" support this.​
NDE Tool Score: High engagement, with interactive and differentiated activities that 
meet various learner needs. 

4. Skills Development 

Nebraska’s standards require the development of specific social studies skills, including critical 
thinking, analysis, decision-making, and collaboration. 

●​ Studies Weekly promotes skill-building in a number of ways: 
○​ Map Skills: Nebraska standards place strong emphasis on geography and map 

reading, and "Studies Weekly" incorporates maps, globes, and geographic 
discussions into lessons. 

○​ Source Analysis: Primary sources, timelines, and images are used for critical 
thinking activities, which align with Nebraska’s standards on historical analysis. 

○​ Civic Responsibility: The materials encourage civic participation and discussion 
of democratic values, which is a core component of Nebraska’s civics standards. 

●​ NDE Tool Score: Strong alignment in developing key social studies skills, particularly in 
historical analysis, civic engagement, and geography. 

5. Assessment 

The NDE tool assesses whether instructional materials provide adequate assessment tools that 
align with learning objectives and support mastery of Nebraska standards. 

●​ Formative and Summative Assessment: "Studies Weekly" includes weekly quizzes, 
writing prompts, and discussion-based questions, allowing for both formative and 
summative assessments. These align with Nebraska’s focus on assessing content 
knowledge, as well as the critical thinking and analysis skills students are expected to 
develop.​
NDE Tool Score: High alignment for providing frequent, aligned assessments that 
measure mastery of key standards. 

6. Cultural Representation and Diversity 



The NDE tool evaluates how well instructional materials reflect diverse cultures, perspectives, 
and experiences, ensuring that all students see themselves represented in the curriculum. 

●​ Studies Weekly incorporates multiple perspectives in its articles, often including stories 
and lessons on historically marginalized groups, civil rights movements, and different 
cultures. This diversity in representation aligns with Nebraska’s standards for teaching 
cultural awareness and respect for different perspectives.​
NDE Tool Score: High alignment in representing diverse cultures and perspectives, 
which is essential for meeting Nebraska’s cultural awareness standards. 

7. Local and State Content 

Nebraska's standards emphasize state-specific history, geography, and government, particularly 
in the 4th grade when students focus on Nebraska history. 

●​ State-Specific Content: If using a Nebraska-specific edition of "Studies Weekly," the 
content will likely include information about Nebraska’s history, government, and 
geography, which is crucial for meeting the state’s specific standards. If the edition lacks 
state-specific content, supplemental materials will be needed to ensure full alignment.​
NDE Tool Score: Depends on availability of Nebraska-specific editions. If available, this 
will ensure full alignment with local standards; if not, some gaps may exist, especially in 
4th grade. 

 

Conclusion Using the NDE Instructional Materials Tool: 

"Studies Weekly" aligns well with Nebraska’s social studies standards, scoring highly 
across most categories of the NDE Instructional Materials Tool. It provides engaging, rigorous 
content, promotes key skills like critical thinking and source analysis, and includes assessments 
that support mastery of standards. The inclusion of diverse perspectives ensures cultural 
alignment, and the flexible instructional strategies meet the needs of various learners. 

However, state-specific content is a key factor. If Nebraska-specific editions are available, 
"Studies Weekly" will fully align with the state’s expectations, particularly in 4th grade when 
students focus on Nebraska’s history and geography. If a Nebraska edition is not available, 
teachers may need to supplement with additional materials to cover local content. 
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