
RESOLUTION NO. R26-75 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, APPROVING THE AWARD OF PROCEEDS 
IN THE AMENDED AMOUNT OF $30,000 FROM COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT NO. 23-DTR-003 TO YONNI 
IZAGUIRRE AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT BOARD, A COPY OF WHICH IS ATTACHED 
HERETO AND INCORPORATED HEREIN BY THIS REFERENCE; 
AND TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE SAME ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Nebraska, has been awarded Community 
Development Block Grant No. 23-DTR-003 from the Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development in the amount of $435,000 with said grant to be used for 
commercial rehabilitation activities; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Nebraska accepted applications for project 
funding. Applications were reviewed by the City's Business Improvement Board and 
the Northeast Nebraska Economic Development District staff verified the 
improvements are listed as an eligibility activity of said grant; and 

WHEREAS, Yonni Izaguirre, owner of Izaguirre Rentals, submitted an 
application for facade improvements for the property located at 2319 13 Street, 
Columbus, Nebraska. These improvements include painting, brick repair, and 
window replacement. These improvements meet eligibility requirements for the grant 
and the award of $13,470 in grant funding was approved by the Columbus City 
Council on October 20, 2025, via Resolution No. R25-134; and 

WHEREAS, Yonni Izaguirre amended his application on March 4, 2026, to 
accommodate bid increases from the original application due to the length of time it 
took to get approval from the State Historical Preservation Office. The amended total 
of the award will be $30,000 reflecting the increase of $16,530 on the amended 
application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA, that the awarding of an additional $16,530 
to Yonni Izaguirre from proceeds of the City's Community Development Block Grant 
No. 23-DTR-003 for a total award amount of $30,000 is hereby approved and the 
mayor is authorized, directed, and empowered to execute the same on behalf of the 
City of Columbus.  

This resolution shall repeal all resolutions or portions thereof in conflict herewith. 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ________________________________ 

DRAFT



PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS ____ DAY OF _____________________, 2026. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________      
       MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    
 
_____________________________   
CITY ATTORNEY      



City Hall 
2500 14th St. 
Columbus, NE  68601 
402-562-4232
columbusne.us

memorandum 
DATE:  May 12, 2026 

TO:  Tara Vasicek, City Administrator 

FROM: Jean Van Iperen, Planning & Economic Development Coordinator 

RE:  Downtown Revitalization Grant Awards 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval of the amended application for the Downtown Revitalization Grant funds 

DISCUSSION: 

The Downtown Business Improvement Board met on Monday, March 9, 2026 for their regular 
monthly meeting at which time the board reviewed the amended application received from Yonni 
Izaguirre for his commercial building located at 2319 13 St in downtown Columbus. 

His original grant application included replacement windows as part of the project scope. 
Following review by the State Historical Society, the originally proposed windows were rejected 
because they did not meet the required commercial-grade standards for the project. As a result, 
Mr. Izaguirre obtained revised bids for compliant replacement windows, which significantly 
increased overall project costs. 

In addition to the revised window scope, Mr. Izaguirre proposed painting the building exterior 
following the completion of tuckpointing work. The updated project scope now includes 
tuckpointing, commercial-grade replacement windows, and exterior painting. Total estimated 
project costs are approximately $79,000. 

After review and discussion, the Business Improvement District Board approved increasing the 
Downtown Revitalization Grant award from the originally approved amount of $13,470 to 
$30,000. The revised award reflects the increased project costs associated with meeting State 
Historical Society requirements and completing additional eligible exterior improvements. 

Per Downtown Revitalization Grant guidelines, reimbursement eligibility is limited to work 
completed on the front and side facades of the building. Any work completed outside of those 
eligible areas will not qualify for reimbursement under the program.  

Approval of the revised grant amount was made upon a motion by Josh Johnson and seconded by 
Melanie Jensen. Motion carried unanimously, 5-0. Board members in attendance were Kevin 
Johnson, Josh Johnson, Barb Duffy, Brett Rains and Melanie Jensen. 



ALTERNATIVE: 

Do not approve. 

Signature: 

Concurrence By: _______________________________________ 

Approved By: _________________________________________ 
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3/4/2026



















Downtown Business Improvement District Board 
Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2026 
 
Members Present: Kevin Johnson, Josh Johnson, Barb Duffy, Brett Rains, and Melanie 
Jensen. Absent: Nicole Lindhorst, Kiara Ziemba, Melissa Spearman, and Cory Reeder. 
 
Others Present: Jean Van Iperen – Planning & Economic Development Coordinator, 
Kimberly Henggeler- RSVP Designs by Kimberly, Theresa Grape - Columbus Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Wade Hilker – Central Community College, Angela 
Kerkman – CSP Printing and Lisa Slusarski – Central Community College. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. Statement of compliance with Open Meeting 
Act was read and Roll Call was taken.  

1. A motion was made by Duffy, seconded by Rains, to approve the minutes of the 
February 9, 2026 meeting. Motion carried 5–0. 

2. Finances were reviewed. Motion by Duffy, second by J Johnson to approve the bill 
of Terracast Products LLC for 15 planters in the amount of $8,086.05. 

3. Committee Report 
a. Marketing – Jensen will be talking over the radio broadcasts after this month 

so the board is to get a hold of her if they would like something mentioned. 
Jensen will be working on contacting businesses regarding getting 
information to Van Iperen for the Business Spotlights.  

b. Business/Economic Development – Nothing to report. 
c. Project Management – Banners still need to be installed. J. Johnson and K. 

Johnson have contacted Loup Public Power District to inquire about 
possible assistance and are currently waiting for a response. A special cap 
has been designed to help prevent wind from blowing the banners off the 
poles. A motion was made by Duffy and seconded by K. Johnson to approve 
the purchase of 100 caps at a cost of $5.00 each. The motion carried. The 
Board was reminded that, with upcoming budget discussions, funds should 
be included for ongoing maintenance of banner brackets and replacement 
of flags as needed. The group should also plan for the cost of providing 
electrical service to poles where Christmas lights are anticipated to be 
installed. 

d. Physical Grounds – New planters have been ordered, and their placement 
still needs to be determined. A walk-through of the downtown area will be 
scheduled with City staff to review potential locations and ensure placement 
does not create traffic sightline or safety issues. 

4. Delinquent Notices – The notices have been sent out.  
5. Downtown Revitalization Grant Application – An amended application was 

presented for Yonni Izaguirre for the Downtown Revitalization Grant. His original 
window bid was rejected by the State Historical Society because the windows were 
not commercial-grade. Yonni subsequently obtained new bids, which reflected a 
substantial increase in the cost of the windows. In addition, he expressed interest 



in painting the building now that the tuckpointing work has been completed. The 
total project costs for the new windows, painting and tuckpointing is $79,000. The 
Board approved revising the grant award from $13,470 to $30,000. The grant does 
only cover work done to the front and side of the building as per the guidelines so 
only those costs will be reimbursed. A motion to approved the revised grant 
amount was made by J Johnson and seconded by Jensen. Motion carried 5-0. 

6. City Information – Van Iperen provided the following updates: 
a. The Wayfinding Study is currently under review by the City. Parking lot 

signage will be considered a discretionary budget item, so any 
conversations Board members can have with City Council members 
regarding the importance of this investment in the downtown would be 
appreciated. 

b. An update was provided on the Frankfort Square permanent lighting project.  
c. The Board expressed interest in participating in Kind Columbus which will 

be held on Tuesday, April 28. An idea was presented and approved by the 
Board and coordination will begin to implement the plan. The Board also 
discussed organizing efforts that day to remove weeks in problem areas 
within the district and to coordinate a downtown trash pickup. 

d. The Board discusses an email Van Iperen received regarding concerns 
about downtown parking. The issue was discussed at length and the Board 
decided they would continue following the City’s parking regulations and 
enforcement. 

7. Guest Comments – Theresa Grape of the Columbus Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau informed the board the theme for this year’s Columbus Days celebration is 
“Rockin’ in the USA.” The Chamber is requesting business support for the event, 
which is being spearheaded by Haley Behlen. Grape also reported Jenn Gjerde 
has been named the new Executive Director of Visit Nebraska. In addition, the 
Columbus Visitor’s Bureau is working with Adam Boggs of Norfolk to paint a mural 
on the side of their building. Angela Kerkman introduced herself to the Board. She 
shared she and her husband, Dusty Kerkman, recently purchased Columbus 
Screen Printing from Tom and Jenny Schwank. Wade Hilker of Central Community 
College updated the Board on Earth Day planting plans. Planting will begin on April 
22 at 4 p.m. and he will coordinate efforts with Keep Columbus Beautiful. Removal 
of existing plantings is expected to begin around the first of April. New plantings 
will start along the 23rd Street corridor and then move into the downtown area.  

8. Next Meeting – Monday, April 13, 2026 at 1 p.m. in the large conference room. 
9. Meeting adjourned at 2:07 p.m. 

 
 


