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Students

Identification of Learners with High Ability

The Board of Education recognizes that the student population includes students with exceptional 
academic abilities.  Efforts to refer and identify learners with high ability will be made at each 
grade level.  Multiple criteria shall be used for identification purposes and identification efforts 
shall be inclusionary.

Learners with high ability shall be identified in the academic areas of mathematics, science, social 
studies, and language arts.  Identification of learners in grades 3-11 with high ability in the 
specified academic areas shall be based on the criteria listed below.  Students shall meet two of 
the following criteria to be identified as a learner with high ability.

1) Composite total test score of the 95th percentile or above on the NRT OR, 95th 
percentile or above in math, reading, language arts, science, or social studies; PLUS 
a composite total of 80% or above on the same test.

2) A score of above average or higher on a cognitive screening test.

3) Teacher nomination.

A listing of students who meet the district criteria for learners of high ability and the areas of high 
capability of each of those students will be made available to classroom teachers, by the school 
district administration, within the first thirty (30) days of each school year.

Within the first thirty (30) days of each school year, the school district administration shall make 
available to parents or guardians of identified learners with high ability information about how 
their child has been identifiedThe Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement such 
criteria to identify high ability learners, and shall take steps to offer accelerated or differentiated 
curriculum programs that will address the educational needs of the identified students at levels 
appropriate for the abilities of those students.  The accelerated or differentiated curriculum 
programs shall meet the standards of quality established by the Nebraska Department of Education.

The administration shall implement the district wide plan for learners with high ability, as such 
plan is modified from time to time, in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. 

Legal Reference: Neb. Rev. Stat. Sections 79-1106 to 79-1108.03
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