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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO MUNICIPALITIES

NOT ALL ITEMS OF INTEREST ARE INCLUDED ON THIS LIST.
ALSO SEE THE REMAINDER OF THE LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN.

• LB 1014: Strong testimony supporting the $47.7 million of ARP Act funds  

allocated in Governor's budget for Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center

• LBs 695, 796, 797, 798: Tax-Increment Financing (TIF) bills heard in Urban 

Affairs Committee

• LB 731: Transportation Committee hears small cell tower bill

• Senators debate carryover bills 

• Check the Legislature’s web site for more information about your state Sena-

tors and the session. The web site address is http://nebraskalegislature.gov/web/

public/home.
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On Jan. 25, the Appropriations 
Committee held a hearing from 
1:30-9:15 p.m. to receive testimony 
on LB 1014, a bill introduced by 
Speaker Mike Hilgers on behalf 
of the Governor, outlining the 
Governor’s proposals for allocating 
the $1.04 billion of ARP Act funds 
the State of Nebraska will receive. 
Thanks to Scottsbluff Police Chief 
Kevin Spencer, Buffalo County 
Sheriff Neil Miller and Doug 
Hanson of Olsson, Inc., for their 
compelling testimony in support 
of this funding for the Nebraska 
Law Enforcement Training Center 
(NLETC) in Grand Island. 
Gov. Ricketts’ $47.7 million 

allocation for COVID-related in-
frastructure improvements at the 
NLETC is the League’s HIGHEST 
priority on the use of ARP Act 
funds! Sen. John Stinner, Chair 
of the Appropriations Commit-
tee, asked the League and others 
to limit the number of testifiers on 
their respective projects due to time 
constraints; testifiers were limited 
to 3 minutes of testimony followed 
by questions from the Committee.  
Doug Hanson did a GREAT JOB 

testifying before the Appropriations 
Committee in strong support of 
the $47.7 million for COVID-
related infrastructure improvements 
“INSIDE” and “OUTSIDE” the 
NLETC. Click here for the excellent 
HANDOUT prepared on behalf of 
the League by Olsson, Inc., which 

LB 1014: Strong testimony supporting the $47.7 million 
of ARP Act funds allocated in Governor’s budget 
for Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center!

Photo taken at hearing. From left: Doug Hanson of Olsson, Inc.; Sen. John Stinner of Gering, 
Appropriations Committee Chair; Buffalo County Sheriff Neil Miller; Scottsbluff Police Chief 
Kevin Spencer. 

Doug Hanson of Olsson, Inc., testifying before Appropriations Committee. 
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Doug distributed to the Com-
mittee when testifying. Doug has 
several engineering degrees and was 
in charge of all state buildings and 
reported directly to the Department 
of Administrative Services' (DAS) 
Director until he retired from state 
government last year after 43 years. 
Doug is the Mayor of Hickman, a 
Past League President and the Chair 
of the LARM Board of Directors. 
Members of the Appropriations 
Committee know Doug from his 
decades of work with DAS; Doug 
now is a Public Engagement Spe-
cialist with Olsson, Inc. The League 
contracted with Olsson, Inc., to 
prepare preliminary cost estimates 
and recommend needed COVID-
related infrastructure improvements 
at the NLETC campus. 
Following Doug’s testimony, Chief 

Spencer and Sheriff Miller also 
did an OUTSTANDING JOB 
testifying to thank the Governor 
for including $47.7 million for the 
NLETC in his ARP Act Budget (LB 
1014), urging the Committee to 
keep these funds in LB 1014 when 
advancing it to General File!  Doug, 
Chief Spencer and Sheriff Miller 
were at the hearing from 1:30 p.m. 
until about 8 p.m. when they finally 
were able to testify since funding re-
quests were considered in the order 
listed on a long sheet prepared by 
the Committee. Due to the limit 
on testifiers, Chief Spencer testified 

LB 1014: Strong testimony supporting the $47.7 million 
of ARP Act funds allocated in Governor’s budget 
for Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center!

Scottsbluff Police Chief Kevin Spencer testifying before Appropriations Committee. 

Buffalo County Sheriff Neil Miller testifying before Appropriations Committee.
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On Jan. 24, the Transportation and 
Telecommunications Committee 
heard testimony on LB 731, a bill 
introduced by Omaha Sen. John 
Cavanaugh after an incident in 
Omaha where a wireless service 
provider placed a structure in the 
middle of a sidewalk in a way 
that made it impossible to use the 
sidewalk.
LB 731 amends the Small Wire-

less Facilities Deployment Act 
(small cell bill) to allow political 
subdivisions to require reasonable 
notice to adjacent property owners 

before placement of a small wire-
less facility. It also would require 
certification before installation 
of a new or modified utility poll 
that the poll complies with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act 
and does not obstruct or hinder 
usual travel or public safety on the 
right of way. Omaha City Council 
Member Danny Begley made an 
outstanding presentation of the is-
sue with pictures of the installation 
and timeline interactions between 
the City of Omaha and the wireless 
provider.

LB 731: Transportation Committee hears small cell tower bill

2022 
LEGISLATIVE 
SESSION

The bill was supported by Danny 
Begley, Julie Harris of Bike Walk 
Nebraska, and a League repre-
sentative. There was no testimony 
opposing the bill.

on behalf of the Scottsbluff Police 
Department, the Police Chiefs 
Association of Nebraska (PCAN), 
the Police Officers Association of 
Nebraska (POAN) and the League; 
Sheriff Miller testified on behalf 
of the Buffalo County Sheriff ’s 
Department and the Nebraska 
Sheriffs Association (NSA). Their 
testimony was critically important 
since there are over $4 billion of 
requests for funding competing for 
the $1.04 billion of ARP Act funds 
the State of Nebraska will receive. 
Jon Cannon, Executive Director 
of the Nebraska Association of 
County Officials, also testified in 
support.
The following are excerpts from 

Chief Spencer’s testimony: “The 
NLETC trains all police officers ex-
cept for those from Omaha, Lincoln, 
Bellevue, Papillion and La Vista. 
OPD and LPD train their officers 
at their own academies. The officers 
of the other three cities are trained at 
the Sarpy Douglas Law Enforcement 
Academy. Due to COVID-19, law 
enforcement agencies are coping with 
the need to address vacancies due 
to COVID, an increasing number 
of open positions, elevated caseloads 
and increased violence and criminal 
activity. Law enforcement agencies 
throughout Nebraska are facing a 
severe recruitment challenge and we 
cannot afford to have NLETC shut 
down or continue with inadequate 
facilities. This translates to a critical 

need to expand the NLETC to provide 
this training now and in the future 
to compete with other states for top 
talent while reducing the spread of 
disease among trainees by increasing 
officer wellness and resiliency…. The 
handout provided by Doug Hanson 
of Olsson, Inc., outlines the upgrades 
to the NLETC that need to occur 
“INSIDE” the facility as well as 
“OUTSIDE”. Buffalo County Sheriff 
Neil Miller will address the needed 
upgrades “INSIDE” the facility. The 
COVID-related infrastructure im-
provements needed “OUTSIDE”, but 
within the overall training center, in-
clude: 1) security fencing with lights; 
2) a 20-station targeting station at an 
outdoor shooting range; and 3) land 

LB 1014: Strong testimony supporting the $47.7 million 
of ARP Act funds allocated in Governor’s budget 
for Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center!
Continued from page 3

Continued on page 5
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acquisition for an up-to-date vehicle 
training track and skills pad that 
reflect actual conditions. The driving 
track now is only 7 tenths of one mile, 
falling apart and totally inadequate 
to address the current standard of 2 
to 2.2 miles for an effective driving 
track. It should be noted that NLETC 
has been providing housing for first 
responders who need to quarantine 
as well as assisting in other COVID-
related issues.” 
The following are excerpts from 

Sheriff Miller’s testimony: “The 
NLETC trains all county law en-
forcement officers in 91 of the 93 
counties in Nebraska, except for those 
in Douglas and Sarpy Counties. As 
Doug Hanson stated today, officers are 
leaving the law enforcement profession 
in record numbers. Due to COVID 
in our state, we have vacancies from 
illness and time spent in quarantine 
coupled with an alarming increase 
from 2019-2020 in violent crimes 
of over 50 percent in homicides, a 
5.8 percent increase in arson and a 
5.3 percent increase in aggravated 
assaults. In addition, as Chief Spencer 
emphasized, it is an incredible chal-
lenge to recruit officers from other 
states or recruit individuals interested 
in becoming law enforcement officers. 
Nebraska needs to train law enforce-
ment officers as quickly and effectively 
as possible, while continuing to pro-
vide quality training…. the COVID-
related infrastructure improvements 

which need to be made “INSIDE” at 
the NLETC to more effectively address 
training issues related to the pandemic 
and any future pandemics: 1) a skills/
tactical building; 2) a modified 
entry with increased security; 3) an 
expanded cafeteria and food prep 
areas; 4) new technology rooms; 5) 
a dormitory and living units; and 6) 
an indoor weapons training facility 
since there is no indoor shooting 
range at the NLETC.”
Senator Stinner said he will be 

polling his Committee members in 
the next day or two to determine 
which projects/programs they think 
should be funded by ARP Act funds 
in LB 1014. Senators on the Ap-
propriations Committee seemed 
generally supportive of the $47.7 
million allocation for COVID-
related infrastructure improvements 
at the NLETC. Several Senators 
mentioned how IMPRESSED they 
were with the testimony by Chief 
Spencer, Sheriff Miller and Doug. 
Please email your Senator(s) and 

members of the Appropriations 
Committee to ask them to sup-
port the $47.7 million of ARP Act 
funds for needed COVID-related 
infrastructure improvements at the 
NLETC. Below is a list of the Ap-
propriations Committee Members 
and their emails:
Sen. John Stinner, Chairperson 
jstinner@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Robert Clements  

rclements@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Myron Dorn 
mdorn@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Steve Erdman 
serdman@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Robert Hilkemann 
rhilkemann@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Mark Kolterman 
mkolterman@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Mike McDonnell 
mmcdonnell@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Tony Vargas 
tvargas@leg.ne.gov
Sen. Anna Wishart 
awishart@leg.ne.gov
Click here for the email addresses 

of all Senators.

LB 1014: Strong testimony supporting the $47.7 million 
of ARP Act funds allocated in Governor’s budget 
for Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center!

Continued from page 4

Legislative Bulletin 
produced weekly 
during session

The Legislative Bulletin pro-
vides you with up-to-date 
information about legislative 
activity for the current week 
and a glimpse into the next 
week, is produced weekly 
during the legislative session. 
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The Urban Affairs Committee 
heard four bills related to tax-
increment financing (TIF) Jan. 25.  
The first bill, LB 695 introduced 

by Bellevue Sen. Carol Blood pro-
hibits conditional use permits and 
zoning exceptions for delinquent 
property taxpayers. This bill prohib-
its cities and villages from granting 
conditional use permits, zoning 
changes and other exceptions to any 
property owner who is delinquent 
in the payment of any real property 
taxes owed to the city or village. It 
also prohibits community redevel-
opment authorities from entering 
into certain contracts with rede-
velopers who are delinquent in the 
payment of any real property taxes 
owed to the city. Sen. Blood stated 
in her opening that she brought the 
bill because of AltEn not paying 
its property taxes for several years, 
but still receiving a state grant. The 
Nebraska Association of County 
Officials supported the bill stating 
it is good tax policy to encourage 
property owners to pay their prop-
erty taxes. A League representative 
testified in a neutral position stating 
that although paying property taxes 
is important, a local city council 
or village board should still have 
discretion when approving a zoning 
change or TIF project. Sen. Blood, 
the League, the Cities of Lincoln 
and Omaha are currently working 
on an amendment to address the 
concerns raised.
LB 796, introduced by the Urban 

Affairs Committee, changes report-
ing requirements under the Com-

munity Development Law.  This bill 
adds the “amount of outstanding 
indebtedness related to each such 
redevelopment project and an esti-
mated date by which such indebted-
ness is expected to be paid in full” 
to the list of items to be included in 
the report to the city council or vil-
lage board. The Auditor of Public 
Account’s office, as well as a League 
representative, testified in support 
of the bill. The City of Omaha 
testified in the neutral capacity cit-
ing concerns about reporting the 
estimated date the indebtedness 
is expected to be paid. The Urban 
Affairs Committee, along with the 
League and the City of Omaha, will 
work on an amendment to address 
those concerns.
The Urban Affairs Committee also 

introduced LB 797, which provides 
for the removal of certain blighted 
designations under the Community 
Development Law. Upon a finding 
that an area is no longer substandard 
and blighted or extremely blighted, 
the city council or village board 
must declare by resolution that the 
area is no longer substandard and 
blighted or extremely blighted. The 
bill also provides that the removal 
of the substandard and blighted or 
extremely blighted designation will 
not affect the validity of any redevel-
opment plan or any bond, security 
or contract relating to the redevel-
opment plan. The League, as well 
as the City of Lincoln, supported 
this bill for providing a mechanism 
for municipalities to de-blight areas 
that no longer meet that criteria.  

The City of Omaha testified in the 
neutral capacity. All three testifiers 
expressed concern about some of the 
bill's language, including the use of 
the word “finding” and how indebt-
edness is defined. Again, the Urban 
Affairs Committee agreed to work 
with municipalities to find language 
that addresses the concerns raised.
Finally, LB 798 provides that the 

designation of an area as an ex-
tremely blighted area is valid for a 
period of 25 years from the effective 
date of the resolution declaring the 
area to be an extremely blighted area. 
The League supported this bill and 
requested that the provisions of LB 
798 be harmonized with LB 797.
On Feb. 8, the Urban Affairs 

Committee will hear the following 
additional TIF bills:
LB 713 (Flood) Prohibit the use of 

tax-increment financing for certain 
purposes.
LB 1065 (Groene) Change provi-

sions of the Community Develop-
ment Law relating to redevelopment 
plans receiving an expedited review.
LB 1060 (Briese) Change provi-

sions relating to certain findings and 
the validity of certain agreements 
under the Community Develop-
ment Law.
LB 836 (Hunt) Require the review 

of substandard and blighted area 
designations and extremely blighted 
area designations.
LB 725 (Hansen, M.) Authorize 

guidelines for approval of certain 
redevelopment projects under the 
Community Development Law.

LBs 695, 796, 797, 798: Tax-Increment Financing (TIF) bills 
heard in Urban Affairs Committee
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