
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, December 14, 2020 7:00 PM
Shelby-Rising City School Room 402
650 N. Walnut
Shelby, NE 68662-0218 

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Announce Open Meeting Act Posting and Location

4. Recitation of the Mission Statement: The mission of the Shelby-Rising City Public 
School is to provide a quality education through Innovation, Integrity, Accountability 
and Service

5. Recognition of Visitors
During this time visitors may request to the board the opportunity to speak at the 
appropriate time.  The Board then allow for Public Comments.  Each speaker will be 
limited to 5 minutes and all of the Public Comment time will be limited to 30 
minutes.  An exception will be made for those speakers appearing on the Agenda as 
presenters.
1. Student Presentation:  Mrs. Jakub and the S-RC Dance Team participants will 

present information to the Board.

6. Approval of Agenda

7. Consent Agenda

1. Minutes

2. Treasurers Report

8. District Reports

1. Mrs. Willis will be presenting the Board with an update of the External Visitation 
that will be conducted virtually next month.

2. Technology Report

3. Maintenance/Facilities/Transportation Report

4. Board/Committee Report



1. Negotiations Committee Report

9. Administrative Reports

1. Athletic Director/Activities Director Report

2. Elementary Principals Report

3. Secondary Principals Report

4. Superintendents Report

10. Discussion Items

11. Action Items

1. The Board will discuss, consider and take all necessary action on the purchase of a 
Hobart Model AM15T-2 Dishwasher with two 6 Pan Racks and the removal of the 
current machine.  Total cost is $16,800.  The work will be completed on or before 
January 18.

2. The Board will present, discuss, consider and take all necessary action on the 
Annual Superintendent Evaluation.

3. The Board will discuss, consider and take all necessary action on setting the rate for 
sub pay during the use of a certificated staff member's planning period per Board 
policy.  The rate for the 2020-21 school year will be set at $15.00 per covered period 
to be paid at the end of each semester.  

12. Set Dates

13. Adjournment



Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, November 16, 2020 7:00 PM Central

Shelby-Rising City School Room 402
650 N. Walnut

Shelby, NE 68662-0218  
  
Kasey Hopwood:   Present   
Jeff Kuhnel:   Present   
Geoffrey Ruth:   Present   
Jackie Sliva:   Present   
Heath Vrbka:   Present   
Chris Whitmore:   Present   
Present: 6.
 
1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Announce Open Meeting Act Posting and Location

4. Recitation of District Mission Statement: The mission of the Shelby/Rising City Public 
Schools is to provide a quality education through Innovation, Integrity, Accountability and 
Service.  

5. Recognition of Visitors

5.1. Mrs. Segner and FFA members will present an update on fall FFA activities.

6. Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Kasey Hopwood and a 
second by Jackie Sliva.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

7. Consent Agenda
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Passed with a motion by Chris Whitmore and a second 
by Heath Vrbka.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

7.1. Minutes

7.2. Treasurers Report

8. Administrative Reports

8.1. Athletic Director/Activities Director Report

8.2. Elementary Principals Report

8.3. Secondary Principals Report



8.4. Superintendents Report

9. District Reports

9.1. Technology Report

9.2. Maintenance/Facilities/Transportation Report

9.3. Board/Committee Report

10. Discussion Items

10.1. Discuss the evaluation of the superintendent

11. Action Items

11.1. Discuss, consider and take all necessary action on the annual audit and AFR.
Motion to accept and approve the annual audit and AFR. Passed with a motion by Heath 
Vrbka and a second by Kasey Hopwood.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

11.2. Discuss, consider and take all necessary action on policy revisions (second reading)
Motion to approve the second reading of the policy revisions: 0402.15, 0404.02, 0404.13, 
0503.04. Passed with a motion by Chris Whitmore and a second by Geoffrey Ruth.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

11.3. Discuss, consider and take all necessary action on the revision of the Senior Service 
Project.

Motion to approve the revision of the Senior Service Project to allow Mr. Bobolz the 
leniency to choose or forego the Senior Service Project if unable to complete due to 
Covid restrictions. Passed with a motion by Jackie Sliva and a second by Chris 
Whitmore.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

11.4. Discuss, consider and take all necessary action on the updated Return to School plan.
Motion to approve the updated Return to School Plan. Board elects to have no school on 
the 2nd and 16th of December to allow for more teacher planning time. Passed with a 
motion by Chris Whitmore and a second by Heath Vrbka.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

12. Set Dates

13. Executive Session

14. Adjournment



Motion to adjourn at 8:32pm. Passed with a motion by Jeff Kuhnel and a second by Kasey 
Hopwood.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0



Board of Education Special Meeting
Monday, November 30, 2020 6:00 PM Central

Shelby-Rising City School Library
650 N. Walnut

Shelby, NE 68662-0218  
  
Kasey Hopwood:   Present   
Jeff Kuhnel:   Present   
Geoffrey Ruth:   Present   
Jackie Sliva:   Present   
Heath Vrbka:   Present   
Chris Whitmore:   Present   
Present: 6.
Meeting called to order by Jeff Kuhnel at 6pm.
 
1. Call to Order

Motion to enter into executive session to protect the reputation of potential Superintendent 
candidates. Passed with a motion by Geoffrey Ruth and a second by Chris Whitmore.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

Closed session ended at 7:29pm.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Recitation of the District Mission Statement: The mission of the Shelby Rising City Public 
Schools is to provide a quality education through Innovation, Integrity, Accountability and 
Service

4. Announce Open Meeting Act Posting and Location

5. Recognition of Visitors

6. Approval of Agenda

7. Discussion Items

7.1. Meet with NASB representatives and select the finalists for Superintendent of Schools

8. Set Dates

9. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 8:22pm. Passed with a motion by Jeff Kuhnel and a second by Kasey 
Hopwood.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0



Board of Education Special Meeting
Monday, December 7, 2020 12:00 PM Central

Shelby-Rising City School Room 402
650 N. Walnut

Shelby, NE 68662-0218  
  
Kasey Hopwood:   Present   
Jeff Kuhnel:   Present   
Geoffrey Ruth:   Present   
Jackie Sliva:   Present   
Heath Vrbka:   Present   
Chris Whitmore:   Present   
Present: 6.
Meeting was called to order at 11:55am
 
1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Announce Open Meeting Act Posting and Location

4. Recognition of Visitors

5. Approval of Agenda

6. Interview candidates for Superintendent of Schools.  Interview #1 at Noon and Interview #2 at 
1:30 PM

7. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 3:15pm Passed with a motion by Jeff Kuhnel and a second by Kasey 
Hopwood.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0



Board of Education Special Meeting
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 12:00 PM Central

Shelby-Rising City School Library
650 N. Walnut

Shelby, NE 68662-0218  
  
Kasey Hopwood:   Present   
Jeff Kuhnel:   Present   
Geoffrey Ruth:   Present   
Jackie Sliva:   Present   
Heath Vrbka:   Present   
Chris Whitmore:   Present   
Present: 6.
Meeting called order.
 
1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Announce Open Meeting Act Posting and Location

4. Recognition of Visitors

5. Approval of Agenda

6. Interview candidates for Superintendent of Schools.  Candidate #3 at Noon  and Candidate #4 
at 1:30 PM

7. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 3:22pm. Passed with a motion by Jeff Kuhnel and a second by Kasey 
Hopwood.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0



Board of Education Special Meeting
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 7:00 PM Central

Shelby-Rising City School Room 402
650 N. Walnut

Shelby, NE 68662-0218  
  
Kasey Hopwood:   Present   
Jeff Kuhnel:   Present   
Geoffrey Ruth:   Present   
Jackie Sliva:   Present   
Heath Vrbka:   Present   
Chris Whitmore:   Present   
Present: 6.
Meeting called to order at 7:01pm.
 
1. Call to Order
Left executive session at 8:56pm.

2. Pledge of Allegiance
Motion to allow the Board President or Vice President of the Board negotiating rights for 
the hiring of the new Superintendent. Passed with a motion by Kasey Hopwood and a 
second by Heath Vrbka.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

3. Announce Open Meeting Act Posting and Location

4. Recognition of Visitors

5. Approval of Agenda

6. Discussion Items

6.1. Discuss the results of interviews for Superintendent of Schools

7. Action Items
Motion was made by Jeff Kuhnel at 8:24pm to enter into executive session to finalize details of 
negotiations related to salary, benefit package, and contract language.

7.1. Discuss, consider and take all necessary action on the offering of the contract for 
Superintendent of Schools for the 2021-22 school year

8. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn at 9:25pm. Passed with a motion by Heath Vrbka and a second by Jeff 
Kuhnel.
Kasey Hopwood: Yea, Jeff Kuhnel: Yea, Geoffrey Ruth: Yea, Jackie Sliva: Yea, Heath 
Vrbka: Yea, Chris Whitmore: Yea
Yea: 6, Nay: 0































































Activities Director Report: December 

1. One-Act finished 6th at districts
2. Unified Bowling Finished District Runner Up
3. NSAA Academic All-State for Fall Sports

a. Football - Grant Brigham and Colin Wingard
b. Softball - Kira Pavlik
c. One Act - Hunter White and Emily Augustin
d. Volleyball - Maddie Hopwood and Emily Willis
e. Unified Bowling - Grady Belt and Tanner Nekl

4. Holiday Tournament @ SRC Dec. 28-29
a. Day 1 SRC will play at 12:00 and 3:30

5. Speech has 25 students participating
6. Looking at senior night for winter sports in early 

January. 



Shelby-Rising City School Board 
Elementary Principal’s Report 
Board Meeting 12-14-2020 
 
Current Enrollment: Preschool 3 - 10 (1 additional student registered to begin 1-5-21;  
Preschool 4- 16 (1 additional student registered to begin 1-5-21); K - 27; First - 33; Second - 27; 
Third - 26; Fourth - 29; Fifth - 21 
 
Olivia Bell (daughter to Justin “Shorty” Bell) has been filling in for Ms. Doehling during her winter 
break from UNL.  She is studying to be a SLP.  Mrs. Willis reports she is doing a great job in the 
Title I room and she appreciates having someone assisting students (even if it is just until 
January 11th.)  Additionally, Isabel Small has been helping out in the elementary.  She is a 
junior at Dakota State and is working with our students who were in quarantine to get them 
caught up and offer repeated practices. 
 
Book-It Assembly on Friday, December 4th:  October PBiS Students of the Month:  Kyra W., 
Arika H., Danika K. and November PBiS Students of the Month:  Cole H., Esmerelda C., and 
Jackson H. 
 
Nebraska State Principals Conference was held virtually on Thursday, December 10th.  Perry 
Law presented a very informative Title IX session, representatives from Compassion Resiliency 
shared ideas regarding how to keep yourself, your teachers, and your students “sane” and calm 
during this time. KSB Law presented on how Covid-19 affects special education, Title IX, 
FCCRA, LB881, etc. programs and what is acceptable and not. 
 
MAP testing will take place on Monday, December 14 and Tuesday, December 15 in the 
elementary.  All students K-5 will participate.  Acadience (formerly DIBELS) fluency testing will 
take place after we return from winter break. 
 
Elementary Winter Programs will be video recorded on Monday, December 21st from 1:30-3:30. 
 
Research is currently taking place for the possibility of starting a Summer Jump Start program to 
help those students who are still behind following our Remote Learning from last year and 
quarantining from this year, catch up.  Discussions have taken place with Districts who are our 
size of smaller to learn more about how these programs are scheduled.  Humphrey and Cedar 
Bluff are two local Districts who received grants for extended learning from NDE. 
 
December 9th Remote Learning numbers:  Two second grade students at the elementary came 
to school to receive 1:1 assistance in getting caught up after an extended quarantine.  Title I 
worked virtually with 2 students, 4th grade Zoomed with 86% of the class, 1st grade Zoomed 
with 6% of their students who had been on extended quarantines; third grade met through Zoom 
with 72% of their class, and fifth grade Zoomed with 64% of their students. 3-5 provided review 
and the opportunity for students to ask questions and seek clarification on lessons.  Resource 
met virtually with their students to keep up with IEP hours. 
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