Board of Education Regular Meeting
Tuesday, June 9, 2026 4:00 PM
Public School Library

506 W. 9th Street

Dorchester, NE 68343-0007

1. Call to Order and Announce Open Meetings Act Verification
2. Roll Call
3. Receive Visitors and Announce Open Forum for Public Comment
4. Request for Change of Agenda
5. Approval of the Minutes of the Last Meeting(s)
6. Financial Report
7. Reports
7.1. Athletic Director's Report
7.2. Principal's Report
7.3. Superintendent's Report
8. Action Items
8.1. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the agreement for a 2027 Ford van.

8.2. Discuss and take all necessary action to increase certified substitute teacher pay to
$155.00 / day.

8.3. Discuss and take all necessary action to increase breakfast prices for students to
$1.90, and 7-12 lunch prices by $0.10 to $3.00 and elementary by $0.10 to $2.75,
and adult meals by $0.10 to $2.90 for breakfast and $4.75 for lunch.

8.4. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the first payment of $21,430.97 for
CKLA Reading curriculum materials.

8.5. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the quote of $25,535.00,
for Chromebooks.



8.6. Discuss and take all necessary action to consider a contract with First Student for the
2026-27 school year.

8.7. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the 2025-2026 Multicultural
Report.

8.8. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the certified teaching contract for
Sasha Borakove for the 2026-2027 school year.

8.9. Discuss vendor options for school concession stands.
9. Board Committee Report(s)
10. Closed Session (as necessary per statute)
11. Establish Future Board of Education Meeting Date(s) and Time(s)

12. Adjourn



Board of Education Regular Meeting

Monday, May 11, 2026 7:00 PM

Public School Library

506 W. 9th Street

Dorchester, NE 68343-0007

Notice of the time and place of the Dorchester Board of Education meeting was published in a newspaper of general
circulation within the district. Newspapers of general circulation in the district include, but are not necessarily
limited to, the Crete News, the Lincoln Journal Star, or the Omaha World-Herald. Notice is also posted in at least
three prominent places within the school district, which may include the following: Dorchester Public Schools,
Farmers Coop, First State Bank, and the Village Office. Individual board members received in advance the
meeting agenda and meeting materials. Pursuant to Section 84-1412 of the Nebraska Statutes, the public is
hereby informed that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act is posted in the Board meeting boardroom.

Matt Bolton: Present
Matthew Hansen: Present
Shelly Lehr: Present
Carol Schnell; Present
Matt Smith: Present

Steve Vyhnalek:  Present

1. Call to Order and Announce Open Meetings Act Verification
The meeting was called to order by President Steve Vyhnalek. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. Roll Call
Also present were Superintendent Nick Mumm, Principal JJ Wagner, and Jen Bond.

3. Receive Visitors and Announce Open Forum for Public Comment
None of the visitors wanted to speak during open forum.

4. Request for Change of Agenda
No request for change of agenda.

5. Approval of the Minutes of the Last Meeting

Motion to approve the reading of the last meeting minutes passed with a motion by Matt Bolton and a
second by Shelly Lehr.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

6. Financial Report

Motion to approve the financial report passed with a motion by Matthew Hansen and a second by Matt
Smith.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

7. Reports

7.1. Athletic Director's Report
There was no Athletic Director report.

7.2. Principal's Report

The school year is nearing completion. Both the elementary and the high school had their music
programs. Track is nearing the end of its season. State FBLA went well and the students did a great job
representing Dorchester. The Threat Assessment Team had their first meeting. Eight students went to
Criminal Justice Day at Peru State College. The students competed in a variety of events throughout the



day. Dorchester had another successful trip to State Journalism. The students brought home many
awards and one state champion.

7.3. Superintendent's Report

At the end of the legislative session, there were not many bills that had a major impact on our

district. The reading bill did not pass, nor did the proposed two-percent cap on school budgets. Dr.
Mumm told the board that a new law has been passed that all schools need to attend the joint public
hearing, even if they are not on the "pink postcard" list. The hearing will now probably take place in July
instead of September, so the budgeting timeline will move up.

8. New Business

8.1. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the adjustment of the 2025-2026 school calendar to
change the last student day to Tuesday, May 19th at 12 P.M.

Motion to approve the adjustment of the 2025-2026 school calendar to change the last student day to
Tuesday, May 19th at 12:00pm passed with a motion by Matt Smith and a second by Matt Bolton.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

8.2. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the transfer of $110,000.00 from the Bond Fund to
the Special Building Fund.

Motion to approve the transfer of $110,000.00 from the Bond Fund to the Special Building Fund passed
with a motion by Carol Schnell and a second by Matthew Hansen.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

8.3. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the quote for the installation of the loft above the
stage.

Motion to approve the quote for the installation of the loft above the stage passed with a motion by Shelly
Lehr and a second by Carol Schnell.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

8.4. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the

Elementary hallway carpet project.

Motion to approve the elementary hallway carpet passed with a motion by Matt Smith and a second by
Matthew Hansen.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

8.5. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the High School classroom carpet.

Motion to approve the high school classroom carpet passed with a motion by Carol Schnell and a second
by Matt Bolton.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

8.6. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the elementary playground and sidewalk project.
Motion to approve the elementary playground and sidewalk projects passed with a motion by Matthew
Hansen and a second by Matt Smith.

Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

8.7. Discuss and take all necessary action to approve the classified work agreement for Jeremiah Sistek
for the 2026-2027 school year.

Motion to approve the classified work agreement for Jeremiah Sistek for the 2026-2027 school year
passed with a motion by Shelly Lehr and a second by Matt Bolton.



Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

9. Board Committee Report(s)
There were no committee reports.

10. Closed Session (as necessary per statute)
Closed Session not needed at this time.

11. Establish Future Board of Education Meeting Date(s) and Time(s)
The next scheduled board meeting date will be determined soon.

12. Adjourn

Motion to adjourn at 7:51pm passed with a motion by Matthew Hansen and a second by Shelly Lehr.
Matt Bolton: Yea, Matthew Hansen: Yea, Shelly Lehr: Yea, Carol Schnell: Yea, Matt Smith: Yea, Steve
Vyhnalek: Yea

Shelly Lehr, Secretary of the Board of Education



Beginning Funds Available:

Total beginning funds available

Receipts for Month:

Total Receipts

Beginning balance plus receipts and adjustments:

Adjustment:

Less: Expenditures for the month

Ending fund balance

Represented by:

Total District Funds:

Total Other District Funds

TREASURER'S REPORT
DORCHESTER SCHOOLS
May-26

Checking Account
Outstanding Checks
Certificates of Deposit

Local taxes - Saline County
Local taxes - Seward County
ESU

GMS Grants - Title/IDEA

GMS Grant - ESSER Il

Grant - Firehouse Subs
Apportionment 3400
Medicaid MAPPS

MIPS

Farmers Coop - Annual Refund
HAL

REAP

State Aid

SPED SA FFR Reimbursement
SPED SA Transportation
SECC - Sencap

Other:

Interest Earned

Checking Account
(Outstanding Checks)
Certificate of Deposit/MM

Bond Fund
Depreclation Fund
Activity Fund
Lunch Fund
Buitding Fund

$ 1,782,321.63
$  (89,040.86)
$ -

$ 1,693,280.77

$ 1,693,280.77

$ 1,265,060.27

$  63,589.17
$ 3,113.44
$ 3,677.00
$ 377.36
$  50,832.00
$  74,395.00
$  13,934.00
$ 4,507.62
$ 7,096.48

$ 1,486,582.34

$ 1,486,582.34

$ 3,179,863.11
$ (666.95)

$ (354,592.09)

$ 2,917,840.64
$  (93,236.57)
$ -

$ 1,950.10
$ 251,325.75
$  103,142.56
$  10,328.93
$ 362,061.03
$

$ 72880837



DORCHESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS MONTHLY BOARD REPORT 2025-2026
2025-2026 2024-2025 2025-2026 2024-2025

Sept. 2025 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 74,201.96 $ 125,309.31 Mar. 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 24,058.85 $ 16,617.01
Sept. 2025 Gross Payroll $ 319,991.59 $ 334,620.51 Mar. 2026 Gross Payroll $ 304,483.54 $ 276,249.65
Sept. 2025 EOM Expenditures $ 39,320.18 $ 327,456.33 Mar. 2026 EOM Expenditures $ 17,344.43 $ 21,878.37
Total Sept. 2025 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 433,513.73 $ 787,386.15 Total Mar. 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 345,886.82 $ 314,745.03
9.51% 17.95% Year to Date Total $ 2,604,039.72 $ 2,763,892.44

57.11% 62.99%

Oct. 2025 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 25,330.48 $ 26,720.68 April 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 91,072.77 $ 57,997.33
Oct. 2025 Gross Payroll $ 315,567.46 $ 286,354.71 April 2026 Gross Payroll $ 304,198.29 $ 282,667.35
Oct. 2025 EOM Expenditures $  11,304.08 $ 20,803.46 April 2026 EOM Expenditures $ 16,332.87 $ 27,265.09
Total Oct. 2025 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 352,202.02 $ 333,878.85 Total April 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 395271.06 $ 367,929.77

Year to Date Total $ 78571575 $ 1,121,265.00 Year to Date Total $ 2,999,310.78 $ 3,131,822.21
17.23% 25.56% 65.77% 71.38%

Nov. 2025 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 46,316.16  $ 12,353.29 May 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 22,741.58 $ 55,634.58
Nov. 2025 Gross Payroll $ 307,199.92 $ 294,818.21 May 2026 Gross Payroll $ 305,760.11 $ 281,669.82
Nov. 2025 EOM Expenditures $ 19,138.88 §$ 9,831.95 May 2026 EOM Expenditures $ 26,090.40 $ 20,399.78
Total Nov. 2025 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 372,654.96 $ 317,003.45 Total May 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 354,592.09 $ 357,704.18
Year to Date Total $ 1,158,370.71 $ 1,438,268.45 Year to Date Total $ 3,353,902.87 $ 3,489,526.39
25.40% 32.78% 73.55% 79.53%

Dec. 2025 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 23,837.56 $ 17,771.45 June 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 22,639.59 $ 34,044.06
Dec. 2025 Gross Payroll $ 296,669.49 $ 280,679.87 June 2026 Gross Payroll $ 296,737.46 $ 281,076.63
Dec. 2025 EOM Expenditures $ 22,172.89 $ 12,540.99 June 2026 EOM Expenditures $ 17,612.91
Total Dec. 2025 Expenditures w/adjustment $ 342,679.94 $ 310,992.31 Total June 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 319,377.05 § 332,733.60
Year to Date Total $ 1,501,050.65 $ 1,749,260.76 Year to Date Total $ 3,673,279.92 $ 3,822,259.99
32.92% 39.87% 80.55% 87.12%
Jan. 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 78,884.85 §$ 80,769.83 July 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 70,065.20
Jan. 2026 Gross Payroll $ 291,45353 $ 278,966.02 July 2026 Gross Payroll $ 287,103.01
Jan. 2026 EOM Expenditures $ 17,319.53 §$ 16,406.48 July 2026 EOM Expenditures $ 33,106.96
Total Jan. 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 387,657.91 $ 376,142.33 Total July 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ - $ 390,275.17
Year to Date Total $ 1,888,708.56 $ 2,125,403.09 Year to Date Total $ 3,673,279.92 $ 4,212,535.16
41.42% 48.44% 80.55% 96.01%
Feb. 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $ 40,706.63 $ 11,864.17 August 2026 Expenditures Reported @ Board Mtg $  140,837.54
Feb. 2026 Gross Payroll $ 304,678.21 $ 290,425.51 August 2026 Gross Payroll $  266,916.57
Feb. 2026 EOM Expenditures $  24,059.50 $ 21,454.64 August 2026 EOM Expenditures $ 157,617.20
Total Feb. 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ 369,444.34 §$ 323,744.32 Total August 2026 Expenditures w/adjustments $ - $ 565,371.31
Year to Date Total $ 2,258,152.90 $ 2,449,147.41 Year to Date Total $ 3,673,279.92 $ 4,777,906.47
49.52% 55.82% 80.55% 108.90%
2024/2025 2025/2026
$ 4,387,519 $ 4,560,000




Dorchester Public Schools
06/04/2026 3:15 PM

Board Report - For Board
Posted - All; Batch Description 2 Records Selected; Fund Number 01; Processing Month 05/2026

Description

Vendor Name Invoice
Checking 1

Checking 1 Fund: 01

ACTIVE INTERNET TECHNOLOGIES 098475
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC 20260519
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC 20260528
ARCHWAY, THE 20260518
BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD OF NEBRASKA 20260529
CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 20260512
CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 20260513
CRETE NEWS 20260519
CRETE TRUCK WASH 29922
DIVERSIFIED DRUG TESTING, LLC 26-301331
DORCHESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS LUNCH 20260519
FUND

DORCHESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS LUNCH 20260601
FUND

EDMENTUM 32659965
EGAN SUPPLY CO. 414774n
EGAN SUPPLY CO. 415764
GO PHYSICAL THERAPY, LLC 20260520
GRAINGER 9922609475
HASTINGS MUSEUM 20260511
OMNIFY BENEFITS 1675509
OMNIFY BENEFITS 20260601
OnToCollege 6840

GENERAIL FUND

WEBSITE

SUPPLIES
CLASSROOM SUPPLIES

4, 5,

& 6 FIELD TRIP

HANSEN/BOLTON INSURANCE

CHI TUITION
CcC CaMP

LEGAL NOTICE

BUS WASH

DRUG TESTING

LUNCH DUTY MEALS

TRANSFER TO LUNCH

APEX COURSES

MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

0/T & VISION SERVICES

BATTERIES

1ST GRADE FIELD TRIP

HSA/FSA FEES
FSA FEES

ACT TEST PREP

Vendor

Vendoxn

Vendor

Vendoxr

Vendox

Vendor

Vendor

Vendor

Vendorxr

Vendor

Vendoxr

Vendoxr

Vendor

Vendor

Vendox

Vendor

Amount

2,038.00
Total:

192.86
191.72
Total:

295.00
Total:

4,384,211
Total:

435,00
435.00
Total:

6.82
Total:

35.00
Total:

144.00
Total:

4,092,00
2,500.00

Total:

1,815.00
Total:

98.88
1,120.84
Total:

952.50
Total:

29.92
Total:

115.00
Total:

54.00
99,87
Total:

1,640.00
Total:

Page: 1
User ID: JLF

2,038.00

384.58

295.00

4,384.21

870.00

35.00

144.00

6,592.00

1,815.00

1,219.72

952,50

29,92

115.00

153.87

1,640.00



Dorchester Public Schools Board Report - For Board Page: 2

06/04/2026 3:15 PM Posted - All; Batch Description 2 Records Selected; Fund Number 01; Processing Month 05/2026 User ID: JLF
Vendor Name Invoice Description Amount
PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER 20260513 2ND & 3RD GRADE FIELD TRIP 155.00

Vendor Total: 155.00
PRESTO X COMPANY 20260520 PEST CONTROL 93.91

Vendor Total: 93.91
PRINCIPAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 20260519 LTD/STD INSURANCE 1,263.02

Vendor Total: 1,263.02
RIXSTINE RECOGNITION 73140 LONGHORN PRIDE PLAQUES 168.02

Vendor Total: 168.02
ROY'S LOCK SHOP 20260513 KEYS 80.00

Vendor Total: 80.00
SCHOOL SPECIALTY LLC 208137014020 CLASSROOM SUPPLIES 426,40

Vendor Total: 426.40
UNITED STATES POST SERVICE 20260512 POSTAGE STAMPS 390.00

Vendor Total: 390.00
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN 20260513 2ND & 3RD GRADE FIELD TRIP 276.00

Vendor Total: 276.00
VERIZON WIRELESS 20260528 HOT SPOTS 80.02

Vendor Total: 80.02
WINDSTREAM NEBRASKA INC 20260528 TELEPHONE 103.09

Vendor Total: 103.09
WOODRIVER ENERGY LLC 501301 NATURAL GAS 1,287.32

Vendor Total: 1,287.32
YARD BOSS 20260527 FERTILIZER & WEED CONTROL 1,092.00

Vendor Total: 1,092.00

Fund Total: 26,090.40

Checking Account Total: 26,090.40



Dorchester Public Schools Board Report - For Board

06/04/2026 3:16 PM Posted - All; Fund Number 01; Processing Month 06/2026
Vendor Name Invoice Description
Checking 1
Checking 1 Fund: 01 GENERAL FUND
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC 1IRT6~TC3J-~ CLASSROOM SUPPLIES
NWRG
Vendor
CRETE ACE HARDWARE 20260604 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
Vendor
CRETE FOODMART 20260604~ STAFF MEAL
0001
Vendor
CRETE NEWS 20260604 AD BUS DRIVER
Vendor
DIETZE MUSIC HOUSE FG4883~0 BAND SUPPLIES
Vendor
EAKES OFFICE SOLUTIONS 9339325-0 QOFFICE SUPPLIES
Vendor
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE UNIT #6 20260604 PROF DEVELOPMENT
Vendor
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES 20260604- SUPPLIES
0002
Vendor
ELECTRONIC CONTRACTING CO 87373 MONITORING SERVICES
Vendor
FIBER PLATFORM LLC SI-26- NETWORKING
0325214
Vendor
FROG STREET PRESS 0278124-1IN PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM
Vendor
JOHNSTONE SUPPLY 2378297 GYM THERMOSTAT
Vendor
KSB SCHOOL LAW 21499 LEGAL SERVICES
Vendor
MATHESON TRI-GAS, INC. 33332949 SHOP SUPPLIES
Vendor
NELSON, RIPLEY 20260604 SCHOOL NURSE CONFERENCE
Vendor
RIDPATH, KARMA 20260604 SUPPLIES
Vendor
SYSCO LINCOLN 20260601 STAFF MEAL
Vendox

Amount

66.23

Total:

74.77
Total:

180.99

Total:

85.00
Total:

62,92
Total:

188.49
Total:

40.00
Total:

5,148.77

Total:

81.00
Total:

321.24
Total:

5,467.09
Total:

153.99
Total:

4,906.74
Total:

108.50
Total:

389.57
Total:

39.32
Total:

86,08
Total:

66.

74.

180.

85.

62,

188.

40.

5,148.

81.

321.

5,467

153,

4,906.

108.

389.

39.

86.

23

77

99

00

92

49

00

77

00

24

.09

99

74

50

57

32

08



Dorchester Public Schools
06/04/2026 3:16 PM

Vendor Name
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN

VILLAGE OF DORCHESTER

Board Report - For Board
Posted - All; Fund Number 01; Processing Month 06/2026

Invoice Description Amount

20260604 YEARBOOK CRITIQUE 50.00
Vendor Total:

20260604 UTILITIES 5,188.89
Vendor Total:

Fund Total:
Checking Account Total:

Page: 2
User ID: JLF

50.00

5,188.89

22,639.59
22,639.59




Board Report
June 2026

Summer Weights - June 1 - July 31 - 7-8am, 4:30-5:30pm,
5:30-6:30pm
Football Scoreboard quote
Boys HS BB Camp @ Palmer - June 3
Boys HS BB Camp @ Concordia - June 10
Boys HS BB Camp @ Dorchester - June 16 and June 23
Girls BB Camp @ Concordia - June 17
Girls HS BB Camp @ Nebraska - June 22
Youth Football Camp(Grades 3-8) - June 22-23 AM
HS & JH Football Camp @ Dorchester June 22-25

HS Girls BB Camp @ Concordia - June 25

HS & Youth Wrestling Camp @ Dorchester - June 27-28



Principal’s Report

June 9th, 2026

Summer School

Begins next week. Students that needed the extra support were identified and invited to
attend during data meetings.

Al Policy

During end of the year conversations, the HS teachers expressed interest in coming up
with an overall policy for student use of Al. They agree that there are benefits of it to
provide support to students but wonder where we should draw the line on students
trying to pass Al written material off as their own. And how do we handle it when they
do. I've reached out to around 30 different schools across the state so far to see what
they are already doing. Once | have all the examples | can get, | will pass those along to
the teachers and we can meet and come up with a plan.

CKLA Training

Teachers will be trained on the new Reading Curriculum on Monday, June 15th in
conjunction with Milford. There will be other trainings during the school year to help
support the staff during this transition.



Maintenance & Transportation

e Concrete & Flooring: Due to the recent rain, our concrete replacement project
is slightly behind schedule. Next week, the plan is to complete all the work on the
south side of the school. Additionally, the new carpet has been ordered and is
scheduled to arrive before summer school begins.

e« Summer Cleaning: The summer crew, along with Adam and Michelle, are
working incredibly hard to ensure every inch of the building is spotless.

« Gym AC Units: A few weeks ago, lightning struck a couple of the AC units on
top of the big gym, frying the main control boards ("brains") of each. Replacing
them completely would have cost around $9,000. Because these units are
already 20 years old, we opted for a much cheaper repair route to get them up
and running. We hope to get another five years out of them.

o Bus Driver Search: We are actively looking for a bus driver for next year. The
advertisement is out, and we are currently collecting applications.

Continuous Improvement Process (CIP) Team

The CIP team will be meeting in the next few days. Our formal five-year visit is
scheduled for next November, so we are currently having great discussions reviewing
this past year, updating our data, and putting plans in place for next year's visit. A huge
thank you to the committee for all of their hard work.

Communication & Website Upgrades

Starting this summer—and in August for all staff—DPS will transition to using School
Status as our sole communication platform. We will also launch our brand-new district
website this summer in time for the start of the school year.

The website and the School Status homepage will feature a single, Google Calendar
that updates automatically whenever an event changes. This will give our families and
community a reliable, real-time tool to stay up to speed with schedule changes.

Budget Season & Policy Updates

Budget season is right around the corner. The budgeting process for next fiscal year will
be in full swing starting at the end of June. Please plan to attend the upcoming board
workshops in August and September. These sessions are an excellent way to learn
about the budget process and see exactly where our district stands financially.

Additionally, we will be updating our board policies this summer to reflect the numerous
legislative changes passed during the last session in Lincoln.



If you have any questions or feedback, please always feel free to reach out to me at the
school or on my cell phone.

Go Longhorns!

NM

Dr. Nick Mumm

Superintendent Dorchester Public School
(402) 946-2781 - School

(402)768-3311 - Cell



NDE Multicultural Report 2025-2026

Dorchester Public School - Dorchester, NE

Please include the following: The culture group, a short description of the topic, and the
materials used.

Robin Musil (Pre-K): Robin Musil (Pre-K): In Preschool we use materials and books
that focus on all races and cultures. During our “All About Me” unit, we explore the
differences and similarities between us as people emphasizing that skin color and
language (culture) should not make a difference in the way we should treat people.
We have several Latino students so we celebrate their culture when we can. | use
both English and Spanish words in the classroom. We also have the labels around the
room in English and Spanish.

Bailey Schindler (Kindergarten): Our story from Wonders Unit 4 Week 2 discusses
cultural festivals. We first start out by discussing what a culture and festival is. Next,
we discuss the cultures we have here in the United States, the decorations we use,
and the food we eat during those cultures. Then, we proceed to read the story that
goes on to talk about important festivals in Mexico (Cinco De Mayo), India (Diwali),
and Vietnam (Tet). In each culture that we read about, we compared it to our
cultures.

Sarah Vyhnalek (Grade 1): Traditions Around the World (December):

First grade students traveled to four different countries and learned about holiday
traditions from around the world. Students explored foods, decorations, clothing, and
gift-giving customs through hands-on activities, crafts, and discussions. This helped
students understand that families celebrate in different ways. In a couple weeks
students will be learning about MLK jr. (January)They will be learning about his
message of kindness, fairness, and helping others. Students will listen to age-
appropriate stories, participate in class discussions, and complete simple art and
writing activities focusing on treating everyone with respect and standing up for what
is right. These activities will help students understand the importance of diversity,
equality, and caring for others.




Lisa Lautzenhiser (Grade 2):Our story from Wonders Unit 2 Week 3 deals with Fables
from different cultures and how they are similar and different. Also Unit 3 Week 3
shares a story from Columbia about how a man gives to his community. Unit 4 Week
3 is a story about cousins from Mexico and America and how they are the
same/different. Unit 5 Week 3 is a story about Bessie Coleman, the first black woman
pilot. January/February: we talk about Black figures that made a difference in our
American Culture Martin Luther King. We do a brown/blue eye project at this time. In
our SS we talk about Fredrick Douglas, Phillis Wheatley, Rosa Parks, Sarah and
Angelina Grimke, Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad and slavery. We
watch “Class Divided” and talk about racial stereotypes.

November: Native Americans and their role in helping the Pilgrims survive.

Brenda Nerud (Grade 3): Several stories from our Wonders Reading Series focus on
cultural information and traditions. Our Unit 1 Week 2 story focuses on cultural
traditions, storytelling, and dance. Also, our story from Unit 1 Week 3 is about people
sharing their culture with others. Wonders also includes some biographies. One
about an African American inventor and another about women not having equal
rights. A couple of our stories are Historical Fiction but show how immigrants came to
the U.S. and how African Americans were segregated. In Social Studies we read and
discuss why immigrants come to the United States and how they share their
language, music, dance, food, and more with us. We learn about several festivals
around the world and how they celebrate with different foods, dances, storytelling, and
activities like puppet shows. (Korea, China, Italy, and several countries in Europe)

We read a few stories on Hanukkah and Kwanzaa in December. Martin Luther King
Jr. stories are read in January along with a few activities and vocabulary. In February
| have books available for independent reading on Rosa Parks, Ruby Bridges, Jackie
Robinson, Frederick Douglas, and more. | also have several books available on my
library shelf for the students to read.

Cassidy Bruha (Grade 4): There are several stories in our Wonders Reading Series
that focus on different cultures/traditions. U2, W1 is about a Persian merchant who
utilizes the Silk Road to get goods for his shop. U2, W2 is about a Mayan princess
who meets the Viceroy’s son in Mexico. There are several Spanish words and
customs that are mentioned. In U3, W2 we read a story of girls in Puerto Rico who
share their traditions during Christmas time. In U3, W3 we read about Nelson
Mandela and the fight for civil rights. In U5, W5 it discusses our Spanish beginnings at




St. Augustine, FL. In U6, W1 the traditions of the Ojibwe tribe are discussed, as well
as how their lives were affected by colonists who took their land.

4th SS: NE History - We discuss different Native American tribes and how their lives
changed based on the groups of people around them, such as settlers moving west.
We also discuss several famous Americans throughout the year, as well as different
holidays, traditions, and customs.

5th SS: American History - We discuss early civilizations and how they’ve impacted
life today.

6th SS: World History - We discuss various countries and compare/contrast them to
the U.S.

Brent Zoubek (Grade 5): Culture Group: People from China, Chinese Fairy Tale
Where The Mountain Meets The Moon. It was our story in the Wonders Series the
week of October 18th.(Unit 2, Week 2) Students made connections and related to
other fairy tales they have heard. We're able to make connections about the types of
characters that were used in the story.

Brian Rut (4th-6th Math): In 6th grade during topic 7, Lessons 1-2 we discuss the
area, surface area, and volume. During this lesson we discuss how different shapes
were needed to create the pyramids that the ancient Egyptians built. This then leads
into lesson 7.6 where we figure out different surface areas of pyramids.

Randy Klooz (7-8 Math, 6-8 Science):

We do an inventor report/poster and will include a variety of inventors across the
cultural spectrum. We also discuss how climate change affects different regions.

Audrey Schutte (9-12 English, Speech, Dual-Credit English):

1. NINTH: Students in this class use MyPerspectives. Unit 1: American Voices
allows students to contemplate the diversity within the U.S. We read To Kill a
Mockingbird, which highlights the vast difference between people in the states,
in the 1930s South. During the second semester, they read Romeo and Juliet,
a play by English writer William Shakespeare and set in 14th century Italy.
Students also read The Odyssey, an epic poem by Greek poet Homer from the
8th century BC.




2. TENTH: Students in this class use MyPerspectives. They read The Scarlet
Letter for Unit 2, and for Unit 3, they consider freedom in other parts of the
world, i.e. Iran and parts of Europe during WWII. In Unit 4, they read short
stories by authors from Peru, Vietham, and Nigeria. In Unit 5, they read The
Tempest by William Shakespeare.

3. JUNIORS: Students in this class use MyPerspectives: American Literature. In
Unit 3 especially, students read literature by people from different cultures in
the United States. This includes those of African American heritage, Asian-
American Heritage, and Latino-American heritage.

4. SENIORS: This is British Literature. Every story takes place outside American
culture. They too use a MyPerspectives curriculum. They study Beowulf,
Macbeth, and also numerous short pieces from authors who lived in Great
Britain.

5. SPEECH: Students are encouraged to give speeches on a variety of topics,
which can include information from different cultures and regions. More so,
students watch speeches/interviews from people outside their own culture,
including Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche and Malala Yousafzai.

6. Dual-Credit English: Students read a variety of reports, essays, and fiction and
several are written by either American Minorities or people from other
countries.

Sandy Severance (7-8 English, Social Studies):

8th English: Students read excerpts from Anne Frank’s diary and read 2 books about
the Holocaust. Lisa’'s War_ & Kris’'s War . The students also watch Swing Kids, a
video about 3 boys who start off all hating the Nazis but by the end of the film one has
turned total Nazi, one has given up his life to stand up against the Nazis, and one has
to decide which way he will stand. Issues addressed include but are not limited to
prejudice, standing up for what is right, and why people will be prejudiced. Students
for the first time see how one could so easily get caught up in the movement--How
just thinking that someone should be treated differently because of how they look can
have dire consequences. They also watch 2 other videos. Hidden in Silence is a true
life story about how a Christian girl takes in more than 13 Jews and keeps them

alive. The other is a documentary, Children of the Holocaust, on how the Jewish
children made it through the Holocaust told from their perspective.




7thEnglish:

Students read short stories/poems including The Wise Old Woman by Yoshiko
Uchida, a folktale from Japan; Seventh Grade by Gary Soto that looks at a Hispanic
boy’s view of school; Mad by Naomi Shihab Nye, a poem by an Arab American poet.
Thank You, M’am by Langston Hughes, an African American writer. The story
explores the African American boy’s experience in the city.

8th English:

Students read short stories/poems including Sympathy by Paul Laurence Dunbar, one
of the first nationally acclaimed black poets. The poem is about slavery, and is
referenced in Maya Angelou’s | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.

7th English: Students read Canyons by Gary Paulsen. This is a book about a Native
American boy who has an untimely death because of the army. The students get to
realize the life of a Native American and the cover up of the army. The truth finally
prevails. Students get to see the prejudice the army had toward Native Americans.
They also see what life was like for the Native Americans of the Apache tribe.

7th Social Studies: Students learn about the Native Americans role in Nebraska
history. They also learn how the settlers changed Nebraska and the Native
Americans' life and lifestyle. The students also watch a documentary on Standing
Bear. They get to witness the discrimination the government had towards Native
Americans and special recognition is given to Standing Bear for standing up for Native
American rights.

8th Social Studies: In all chapters there is a multicultural component. There is always
at least one person or event that one can look more deeply into. American Nation, the
text for American history, presents the rich cultural diversity of American history as an
integral part of the narrative, including the frequent use of first-person

accounts. Students understand how diverse cultural traditions affected American
history and their lives today through reading “Our Common Heritage” extended
footnotes. Students also read and discuss extended readings on important




multicultural people and events through biographies and essays. Students also watch
a video on Frederick Douglass and his contribution to Am. history.

Examples: The First Americans :(Native Americans influence on America), The
explorers impact on the Native Americans, Native American lives and culture, Slave
trade and life on a plantation, North and South’s attitude towards African
Americans, African Americans' role in the American Revolution, the Underground
Railroad, Trail of Tears, Native Americans moved to reservations, Civil War
contributions, and many African American, Mexican American, Native American,
Asian American contributors to American history. Ex. Harriet Tubman, Frederick
Douglass, etc.

Students also watch videos that back up many of these concepts and give more
background the topic or person being discussed.

Chris Nelson (9-12 Science): Students learn the history of the scientific contributions
of scientists from cultures all around the world. A couple examples would be, A&P
created presentations on diseases and their prevalence throughout the world and the
reasons for it. Chemistry and physical science created posters of elements including
where and who discovered them.

Claire Tachovsky (7-12 Business / Info Tech): Students in computers and technology
spend time researching cultural topics such as historical events, international
holidays, food, languages, and sports in other countries for typing activities and
presentations. Business students complete research activities regarding international
business standards, international marketing strategies, and discuss the impact that
cultural and demographic spending habits have on the US economy.

JeNae Kort (9-12 Math): When students are studying the Pythagorean Theorem, its
discovery and history are discussed. Students also learn about the history of our
base 10 system of numbers compared to that of others in history.

Corey Bird (K-12 Special Education): During a variety of reading and math
interventions, students are instructed in the reading and math components while
discussing cultural importances of financial hardship for families, relocating to
America, finding jobs that meet their qualifications, and raising a family in a culture
new to them. During specific special education minutes, a variety of 7-12 students




progress through topics such as: the Holocaust, current events in the United States,
history of oppression of black individuals, and more. These students have in depth
conversations about how to understand to be better than our previous generations,
while discussing the importance of being an advocate for positive outlooks within their
current lives.

Karma Ridpath (6th Reading / Title):

6th Reading Block - Unit 2 of 6th grade Wonders provides many opportunities to have
multicultural conversations and read literature that has multicultural

components. When we are working with information, especially from Week 3 and
Week 5, we study ancient cultures/societies as well as compare history from the past
and how it has affected our present day lives. Throughout this unit, our vocabulary
and spelling words also lend themselves to cultural conversations.

6th WIN - The read A Single Shard which is set in 12th century Korea. Students work
with a piece of literature that includes cultural information from a different century as
well as information from a different country (culture). We work through vocabulary
that lends itself to that time in history.

Reading Club/Classic - Many of the pieces of literature we read from the book list
have ties to other cultures. What an awesome way to learn about customs, food, and
vocabulary from other parts of our world.

Jaci Dunaway (Library / JH Study Skills / Health): Many opportunities to compare and
contrast cultures and differing aspects of society, cultures, and customs through
literature and making connections to self, others, and the real world. A few titles
added this year depicting multicultural characters and settings include: “Land of the
Cranes”, “Linked”, “Uncle Jed’s Barbershop”, “You Are a Star, Ruth Bader Ginsburg”,
“Frida”, “Magic Trash: the Story of Tyree Guyton and his Art”, “Ajay and the Mumbai
Sun”, “l Want to Ride the Tap Tap”, “This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of
Seven Kids from Around the World”, “; Que fue el Holocausto?”, “; Quien es Bad
Bunny?”, “What is Juneteenth?”, “Where is the Great Wall?”, “Where is the Congo?”,
“Who is Shohei Ohtani?”, “Who is Ketanji Brown Jackson?”, “Dumplings for Lili”, “A
Banquet for Cecilia”, “Omar Rising”, “Some of Us: A Story of Citizenship and the




United States”, “Feasts and Festivals Around the World”, “Solito: A Memoir”. This is a
fluid list and new titles are continuously added to our collection.

Native American History Month/Indigenous Peoples Day: In grades K-6, students read
literature celebrating Indigenous people and their contributions to society. Children
were also exposed to the Native American language, customs, and cultural
celebrations. We read titles such as “Water Protectors”, “We Are Grateful” and “Crazy
Horse”. A display with different tribal nations in the state of Nebraska and non-fiction,
informational and fiction books depicting different tribes or characters associated with
differing tribal nations.

Martin Luther King, Jr Day: K-6 library students learned the value and importance of
Dr. King and his powerful message he sent for equality, social justice and change
through literature. Students also listened to Dr. King’s speech and Grades 4-6
students were tasked with comparing and contrasting history and the present.

Black History Month: K-12 students are exposed to and encouraged to read literature
celebrating the contributions of African-Americans who have made an impact in
society and in our world, as well as literature that teaches empathy, acceptance,
social justice and change. We also read the book, “The Youngest Marcher: the Story
of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a Young Civil Rights Activist”

Women’s History Month: Researched and read about who and how women have
impacted history and made contributions to society, not only in the United States but
around the world and across all ages.

Christmas Around the World: Students, Grades K-6, studied customs and celebrations
of differing cultures throughout the world and celebrated our global community.

Author Visit/Asian American and Japanese Culture: We had an author visit with
Melissa Iwai as well as read many of her books with characters and stories that depict
Asian and Asian/American culture as well as the Japanese language and compared




and contrasted customs of both the Japanese and American cultures, such as bowing
vs. handshaking.

Library K-12: New literature/titles have been added to the library collection that
celebrate and/or educate students on the topics of diversity, inclusion, differing points
of view, social justice/injustice, and history across cultures. Literature is provided and
utilized in multiple languages such as Spanish, Native American languages/dialect
and English. 4th grade compared and contrasted the Indian and American cultures
and customs while reading “Save Me a Seat”. Added literature containing Jewish,
African American, Japanese, and Arab characters as the protagonists of each piece of
literature.

Health: 7th and 8th Grade students had the opportunity to learn and create
presentations about well-known/famous athletes, actors/actresses, etc., of all
nationalities, cultures and backgrounds and how they cope with mental/emotional
health.

Study Skills: While learning multiple ways to study/strategies for study skills, students
are given passages to read to create the study materials that include facts about
Hispanic Heritage Month, Native American tribes in Nebraska, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah,
and Chinese New Year.

Spencer Kotas (9-12 History / Social Studies): World Geography (9) Discuss different

regions of the world and their customs, religions, types of people, government, history,
etc. Students pick a country from each region and create a presentation to go more in

depth

World History (10) Talk about different social structures that once existed in Europe.
Specifically serfs and serfdom.

American History (11) Discuss civil rights and different civil rights leaders such as
MLK Jr. Watch the movie Selma

American Government (12) Talk about how different groups have gained suffrage
throughout the history of America. Beginning with only white male property owners
and expanding to more and more diverse groups over the course of our nation’s
history.




Brandon Sullivan (K-12 P.E. / Health):

In physical education, students learn different sports that are popular among other
cultures. For example, one unit that we will be covering is soccer, originating in Great
Britain, which now is a popular game in Mexico and other spanish speaking cultures
as opposed to the United States. Another game that the students learn is badminton
which originated in China

Stacy Lutjemeyer (K-12 Art):Elementary—elementary classes have many projects that
focus on other cultures and their customs, just a few we complete are Chinese New
Year art, Mexican and Spanish Holidays, Dream Projects for Martin Luther King Day,
Faith RInggold Story Quilts, African masks and lions, and Ukrainian Pysanky Eggs. --
-Secondary ART Il studies the timeline of art and multicultural art. African art Egyptian
art--hieroglyphics and sarcophagus, Greek art--mosaics, pottery, and columns,
Chinese art--Papercuts, watercolor lanterns, sumi painting, and batiking. There are
really too many projects to list that are multicultural in the art room. This is just a few
of them.

Steve Jirsa (K-12 Band / Choir / Music): In Instrumental and Choral Music we study
music from a variety of different countries, cultures, and languages including but not
limited to: China, Spain, Germany, Mexico, India, and various areas in the continent of
Africa. We learn about different Games they play in some of these countries as well
as how they practice some of their traditions by exploring what role music has in these
traditions. The elementary holiday program we did this year is a perfect example of
this. The program “December Nights, December Lights!” used music to explore many
different traditions celebrated during the holiday season such as La Fiesta De La
Posada, Quanza, and Hanukkah.

Brandon Bruha (Industrial Tech): Brandon Bruha (Industrial Tech): In our Intro to IT
class we researched different opportunities and employments in various construction
sectors. We discussed how the construction Industry has increased because of the
latino workforce and the different job opportunities it has created because of it.
Students had to pick a career that they were interested in and write a paper over their
future career direction.

Jill Choyeski (Guidance):

| have used Choose Love Curriculum for elementary grades. Several lessons
throughout the year discuss differences among people from different cultures and how




to appreciate people who are different than they are. Below are lessons that highlight
this.

Kindergarten - Compassion in Action Unit, Lesson 3 - Compassion for Our
Similarities and Differences. Students are able to notice similarities and differences
with each other and in literature. Students listen to the book We Are All Alike, We Are
All Different and we discuss how the children in the book were alike and different, they
are able to compare themselves to students in the book. Students play the game Step
Right Up to learn about similarities and differences amongst their classmates.

1st Grade - Gratitude Unit, Lesson 5 - Gratitude for Differences. A lesson that
recognizes that students can be grateful for differences. Students recognize that
gratitude helps manage and resolve interpersonal conflict. In this lesson a read aloud
is listened to for the book Whoever You Are which tells a story about people that live
all over the world.

2nd Grade - Gratitude Unit, Lesson 2 - Gratitude for Others. A lesson that focuses on
different people in our communities and what they do to help us. Emphasizes showing
gratitude for other people and what they do.

3rd Grade - Gratitude Unit, Lesson 2 - Gratitude for All. Students have the opportunity
to practice greetings in different languages and to recognize there are many different
people and things to be grateful for. Students listen to the read aloud The Thank You
Letter by Jane Cabrera.

Gratitude Unit, Lesson 5 - Gratitude for Our World. The focus is on being thankful for
all things in this world and what we receive from the earth. A read aloud entitled, We
Are Grateful - Otsaliheliga is shared in class. This books focuses on the Cherokee
Tribe and the things they are grateful for in each season. Students are exposed to
different words in the Cherokee Tribe and the ways of life of the Cherokee.

4th Grade - Gratitude Unit, Lesson 5 - Gratitude for Differences. Discusses how
gratitude can help us accept differences. Students hear and say how to say “thank
you” in 10 different languages. Listen to a read aloud, The Name Jar, where the
character moves from Korea to America and wants to change her name because
students cannot pronounce her name and she is made fun of. Discuss empathy by
trying to understand how someone might feel in this situation.

5th Grade - Courage Unit, Lesson 4 The Courage to Stand Up. This lesson discusses
the importance of standing up for yourself and others and how this takes courage. The
book that is shared in this lesson is Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black
Women and the Space Race. The setting for this book is the 1960’s and focuses on
the significance that four black women had in the success of the space race. We




discussed the prejudice these women had to endure to be successful in their line of
work, especially in that era.

6th Grade - Lesson 7 Exploring Courage. In this lesson we discussed how to use
courage in everyday life. We talked about heroic acts of courage and everyday acts of
courage. During the lesson Malala Yousafi was introduced to the class. Malala was a
Pakistan woman who showed a great deal of courage in her life by standing up for her
right to receive an education. The Taliban voted to kill her but she survived a vicious
attack. She eventually won the Nobel Peace Prize for her courage. We talked about
the rights or lack of rights people have in other countries, especially women.

8th Grade - We will watch the movie The Pursuit of Happyness. This true story gives
many examples for the class to discuss struggles and triumph, as well as integrates
many of the topics we have talked about in class throughout the quarter — soft skills,
networking, transferable skills, education, compensation in the career field, how your
career choices impact life decisions. Part of the discussion includes how the main
character confronted many struggles in his personal and professional life including the
challenge of entering a career field that, at the time, was predominantly held by white
males. What challenges did this create for him, how he had to work extra hard to earn
respect, getting asked to do things his counterparts were not asked to do.

Laura Barlow (Reading Intervention): During elementary interventions we use several
different texts, leveled readers or books that deal with multicultural celebrations,
holidays, and certain people of different cultures. We discuss the differences between
what we do in America and what they do and how it is different. If we have ever
celebrated a holiday in a different culture before. Cultural groups are latino, asian
celebrations along with native american. Along with the wonders curriculum that we
work on also talks about different multicultural activities as well. We have the same
discussions which lead the students to great discussions about different types of
multicultural happenings.
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