NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

Meeting Date:
Meeting Title:

Location:

Web Streaming:

Agenda:

Interpreter:

Website:

Lunch:

NOTIFICATION AND AGENDA

Friday, September 6, 2019 9:00 AM
State Board of Education Meeting Notification and Agenda

State Board Meeting Room State Office Building, Sixth Floor 301
Centennial Mall South Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4987

PO Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509

Live web streaming will be available through the State Board of
Education website: www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/

Except for emergency items added at the time of the meeting, the
agenda will not be changed less than 24 hours prior to the start of the
meeting and any changes will be immediately posted on the website.

The Board will attempt to adhere to the sequence of the published
agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the order of items if necessary
and may elect to take action on any of the items listed.

If you need interpreter services or other reasonable accommodations,
please contact the Nebraska Department of Education at (402) 471-
5059 five (5) days prior to the meeting to coordinate arrangements.

An electronic version of the agenda and support materials are
available on the State Board of Education’s Agenda page:
www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard /Agendas.html

On Friday, September 6, 2019, if necessary, the State Board of
Education may break for lunch at 12:00 p.m. The lunch will take place
in Conference Room C at the State Office Building, Sixth Floor, 301
Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, Nebraska. The Board may resume
work on the agenda at approximately 1:00 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER
President Witzel

1. Roll Call

President Witzel

2. Pledge of Allegiance
President Witzel

3. Announcement of the placement of the Open Meetings Act information
President Witzel

2. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
President Witzel


http://
http://www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas.html

1. Identify items for separate vote
Commissioner Blomstedt and President Witzel

2. Approve consent agenda
President Witzel

3. Minutes of the previous State Board of Education meeting as published
President Witzel

4. Personnel Report

5. Miscellaneous
President Witzel

A. Approve school districts’ requests for exclusions to the budget limitation in accordance
with the provisions of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act
Bryce Wilson

B. Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Promoting Engagement
and Knowledge Projects (PEaK)
Steve Milliken

C. Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Para educator Self-Study
Program-UNL (Project Para)
Steve Milliken and Rhea Hochstein

D. Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Board of Regents,
University of Nebraska, University of Nebraska-Lincoln: Nebraska Multi-Tiered
System of Support (MTSS) Implementation Support Team (IST)

Steve Milliken and Amy Rhone

E. Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the University of Nebraska-
VI Project specific to training teachers of the visually impaired and Orientation and
Mobility Specialist, and the ESU #4 / Nebraska Center for the Education of
Children who are Blind/Visually Impaired
Amy Rhone and Teresa Coonts

F. Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Westat, Inc. - Nebraska
Technical Assistance Project (NETA) Part B
Steve Milliken and Amy Rhone

G. Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund Parent and Training
Information - Nebraska (PTI-NE) to provide Secondary Transition Parent Support
Services
Amy Rhone



H. Authorize the Commissioner to approve the Veterans Education Cooperative
Agreement for the fiscal year 2020
Marisol Birth and Brad Dirksen

I. Grant the Commissioner the authority to sign a memorandum of understanding with
the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services for use of Child Care and
Development funds for FFY 2019
Melody Hobson

J. Grant the Commissioner the authority to obligate up to $300,000 for purposes of
purchasing licenses for the Microsoft Imagine Academy
Dean Folkers and Tibor Moldovan

6. Grants
President Witzel

A. Approve submission of State Longitudinal Data System Grant to the U.S. Department
of Education
Dean Folkers

B. Grant the Commissioner the authority to approve a continuation grant to the Nebraska
Association for the Education of Young Children to operate the T.E.A.C.H. Early
Childhood Scholarship program
Melody Hobson

C. Grant the Commissioner the authority to approve a continuation grant to the Board of
Regents of the University of Nebraska to assist the School Security & Safety Director
to build the capacity of Nebraska public schools in the area of emergency
management
Beth Wooster and Jolene Palmer

D. Grant the Commissioner the authority to approve a continuation grant to these
projects/entities in the provision of federally required IDEA Part C duties
Steve Milliken and Amy Bunnell

7. Contracts
President Witzel

A. Authorize the Commissioner to amend a contract with Zeece & Associates for
completion of internal policies and procedures
Dean Folkers

B. Grant the Commissioner the authority to amend the contract with the Office of the
Chief Information Officer (OCIO) for staff augmentation services in support of the
Office of Early Childhood
Matt Hastings



C. Grant the Commissioner the authority to renew the contract with Borgworks to
conduct work in systems of support for Education for Systems Involved Students
Dean Folkers

D. Grant the Commissioner the authority to renew the contract with partners for the
Project AWARE grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Dean Folkers

8. Leases
President Witzel

9. Committees
President Witzel

A. Appoint members to the Nebraska Private Postsecondary Career Schools Advisory
Council
Marisol Birth and Brad Dirksen

B. Appoint the recommended individuals to fill vacancies on the Special Education
Advisory Council (SEAC)
Steve Milliken and Amy Rhone

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
President Witzel

1. Commissioner's recommendations and items to be removed from consent agenda
Commissioner Blomstedt and President Witzel

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
President Witzel

1. Request for 10-Minute Special Appearance
President Witzel

2. Public Comment (5 Minutes)
President Witzel

5. HEARINGS (NONE)
President Witzel

1. POTENTIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION
President Witzel

6. ACTION ITEMS
President Witzel



1. Policy Committee
Patricia Timm

A. Adopt proposed revisions to State Board Bylaw B16, Board Member Expenses
Patricia Timm

B. Adopt proposed revisions to State Board Position Statement S1, Nondiscrimination and
Equitable Educational Opportunities in Schools
Patricia Timm

2. Legislative Committee
Vice President Nickels

A. 2019-2020 Legislative Priorities
Deputy Commissioner Halstead

3. Commissionet's Appraisal Committee (NONE)
Patricia Timm

4. AQuESTT - Teaching and Learning Domain Committee
Lisa Fricke

A. Approve the Nebraska World Language Standards
Cory Epler and Stephanie Call

5. AQuESTT - Student Success and Access Domain Committee
Patsy Koch Johns

A. Resolution to recognize September as Attendance Awareness Month and commence the
"Nebraska! Every Day Counts!" campaign
Shirley Vargas and Lane Carr

B. Accept the Nebraska Equity Lens
Patsy Koch Johns

6. Budget and Finance Committee (NONE)
President Witzel

7. Strategic Planning, Performance, and Improvement Committee
Rachel Wise

A. Approve Santee Elementary, Middle, and High School Priority School Progress Plans
Shirley Vargas

7. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS
Commissioner Blomstedt and President Witzel



1. Centering Equity in Standards Development
Cory Epler

8. BOARD REPORTS, DATES AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Commissioner Blomstedt and President Witzel

1. Meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved
Commissioner Blomstedt and President Witzel

A. Fricke
President Witzel

B. Koch Johns
President Witzel

C. Neary (NONE)
President Witzel

D. Nickels (NONE)
President Witzel

E. Stevens
President Witzel

F. Timm (NONE)
President Witzel

G. Wise
President Witzel

H. Witzel
President Witzel

2. Future Meeting participation
Commissioner Blomstedt and President Witzel

9. INFORMATION ITEMS/WRITTEN REPORTS
Commissioner Blomstedt and President Witzel

1. Contracts approved by Commissioner
Commissioner Blomstedt

2. Grants approved by Commissioner
Commissioner Blomstedt

3. Updated Contested Cases

Scott Summers



4. Report of grants and contracts of less than $10,000 issued by the Department for the period
July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019
Bryce Wilson

10. ADJOURNMENT
President Witzel

11. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the State Board of Education will be held on Friday,
October 4, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. at the Nebraska State Office Building, Nebraska Department
of Education, Sixth Floor, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE 68509. A work session
will be held on Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. at the Nebraska State Office
building, Nebraska Department of Education, Sixth Floor, 301 Centennial Mall South,
Lincoln, NE 68509.

12. The agenda contains a list of subjects known at the time of its distribution on August 28, 2019.

A copy of the agenda reflecting any changes will be available for public inspection during
the normal business hours in the Office of the Commissioner of Education and on the State
Board of Education's Agenda page: www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas.html.
Exccept for items of an emergency nature, the agenda will not be changed later than 24 hours before the
scheduled commencement of the meeting.

13.


http://www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas.html
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Minutes of the State Board of Education Meetings
August 8-9, 2019
301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, Nebraska
Link to Agenda and Attachments

Link to Video of Meeting

Publicized notice of the work session and business meeting was given by posting notice on the
Department’s website; emailed to news media requesting notification, and posting a copy of the
agenda in the Office of the Commissioner of Education, which gave the date, time, and location of
the meetings.

STATE BOARD WORK SESSION, Thursday, August 8, 2019, 2:00 p.m.

1.

1.1.

1.2.

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

CALL TO ORDER. President Witzel called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
Roll Call

Members present: John Witzel, Maureen Nickels, Patricia Timm, Patsy Koch Johns,
Rachel Wise, Robin Stevens, Lisa Fricke, and Deborah Neary

Commissioner Matthew L. Blomstedt was also present.

President Witzel announced the placement of the Open Meetings Act.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT AND AGENDA OVERVIEW

Commissioner Blomstedt noted the efforts of the Department staff relating to the change of
approach to Administrators’ Days. The NDE Day was achieved by a virtual conference
because of the flooding damage in Kearney, Nebraska.

Commissioner Blomstedt noted that Item 8.1. under Special Presentations And Discussions
(Business Meeting Item) would be held during this Work Session due to travel restrictions of
the speaker.

Commissioner Blomstedt also noted that Deputy Commissioner Mark Schultz accepted a
position in Washington, D.C. He also noted that Steve Milliken will serve as interim
Deputy Commissioner.

Commissioner Blomstedt reviewed the process for the Consent Agenda.

Commissioner Blomstedt reviewed the Report on Rules included in the Board materials.

Board Priorities and Policy Research


https://www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNK0HhYMn1wmx-16iJz4XPgg7H0-YWHTt
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23.A.

8.1.

2.4.

Presentation of the revised Strategic Vision and Direction topic, President Witzel moved to
Item 8 on the Agenda. The presentation will take place at a later time.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS (Business Meeting Item)
Presentation of State Leadership Playbook

Reg Leichty, Foresight Law + Policy, reviewed the Playbook with the Board. Following the
review, continued discussions will be planned.

Presentation on Nebraska Instructional Materials Collaborative will be take place at a later
time.

President Witzel called for a break at 3:00 p.m. The meeting resumed at 3:09 p.m.

3.0.

3.1.

3.1.A.

3.1.B.

3.1.C.

3.2

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Policy Committee. Patricia Timm, Chair, provided the following information from the
meeting of the Committee. The Policy Committee will start a scheduled review on State
Board Position Statement S7, Anti-Bullying; State Board Bylaw B11, Legal Assistance; and
State Board Policy P1, Political Activities/Use of Resources in Septembert.

Adopt proposed revisions to State Board Policy P3, Delegation to Commissioner

The Policy Committee noted that proposed language to clarify when an action is committed
by law or regulation to the Board, when it is committed to the Department as a whole and
may be delegated to the Commissioner’s decision. The Committee recommends that the
State Board adopt the revisions at their business meeting on August 9, 2019.

Adopt the Resolution to Recognize the 75% Anniversary of the GI Bill and commend its
importance in providing equity to Nebraskans

The Committee recommends that the Resolution be adopted at their business meeting on
August 9, 2019.

Discuss proposed revisions to State Board Bylaw B16, Board Member Expenses
The Committee noted that this Bylaw has been monitored because of potential legislative
action which did not end up being passed. The Committee discussed the Bylaw and

proposed revisions will come to the full Board for action at the September meeting.

Legislative Committee. Maureen Nickels, Chair, provided the following information from
the meeting.
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3.2.A.

3.3.

3.4.

3.4.A.

3.4.B.

3.4.C.

3.4.D.

3.4.E.

2019-2020 Legislative and Regulatory Priorities

Maureen Nickels thanked the Committee and staff for their efforts on this Committee. A
draft of the legislative priorities is included in the board material and available for review by
the Board. The Committee recommends approval of the document at the September
meeting.

Commissioner’s Appraisal Committee. Patricia Timm, Chair, informed the Board that the
Committee will meet the morning of August 9, 2019. No report at this time.

AQuESTT — Teaching and Learning Domain Committee. Lisa Fricke provided information
from the meeting.

Grant temporary approval to Bellevue University to implement their plan to phase in a
Teacher Education Program.

Brad Dirksen and Kelly Heineke, Department of Education representatives, provided
additional information on the program.

Approval of 2019-2020 Nebraska Council on Teacher Education (NCTE) Membership
Roster.

Brad Dirksen, Department of Education representative, provided information relating to
NCTE vacancy appointments by the Board, noting who the Board had selected to serve.
The Department will provide additional information on the NCTE Board and the process
for naming members to the Board at a future meeting.

Approve the Educator Preparation Program in Nebraska Colleges and Universities for 2019-
2020.

Kelly Heineke, Department of Education representative, provided information on the
preparation programs.

Repeal Rule 46 (92 NAC 46), Regulations and Procedures for Career Education
Partnership Act Grants

The Committee recommends approval to repeal Rule 406, an inactive rule for many years.
Presentation of the Proposed Draft of the Nebraska World Language Standards
The committee discussed the draft of the new World Language Standards. Cory

Epler and Stephanie Call provided a brief summary of the standard development
process. The standards will be brought to the Board for action in September.
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3.5.

3.5.A.

3.5.B.

3.5.C.

3.5.D.

3.5.E.

3.5.F.

AQuESTT - Student Success and Access Domain Committee — Patsy Koch Johns shared
information from the Committee meeting.

Approve Public School Districts and Educational Service Units that have established
Early Childhood Education Programs in accordance with the provision of Rule 11.
The Committee received information on the early childhood education program
approval process under Rule 11. The Committee recommends approval of the
programs.

Approve Morrill Public Schools Early Childhood Program

The Committee received information on this program. Department Staff have thoroughly
reviewed the conditions of the program and recommend approval of this program for the
2019-2020 year. The Committee recommends approval of this program.

Approve Grand Island Public Schools' Early Childhood Program to offer fewer than 450
instructional hours due to severe weather during the 2018-2019 school year

The early childhood program was only able to offer 449 hours, or less than required.
Considering the severe weather circumstances, the Committee recommends approval of the
program.

Grant conditional approval under Rule 14 for the Applicant Nonpublic School to operate
in the 2019-20 school year

Information was received by the Committee on the Omaha Catholic School Consortium
Dual Language Academy for conditional approval per Rule 14 as a nonpublic school. The
Committee recommends approval of this item.

Repeal Rule 53 (92 NAC 53), Regulations for Special Education Residential Care

Due to the repeal of the state statutes relating to this item, the Committee recommends
repeal of this rule.

"Nebraska! Every Day Counts" Attendance Resolution
The Committee received information on a proposed resolution related to the importance of
school attendance and efforts to address chronic absence. Shitley Vargas and Lane Carr,

Department of Education representatives, shared more information with the Board.

The Committee recommends the Board consider adoption on this resolution at the
September meeting.
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3.5.G.

3.5.H.

3.6.

3.7.

3.7.A.

3.7.B.

4.0

4.1.

4.2.

Review Draft of Equity Lens report on committee meeting

The Committee has reviewed drafts of equity lens over the last several months. The purpose
of the equity lens is for the Board members to consider each person we serve as equitable
decisions are made. Following Board discussion, the Committee recommends that the
Board take action on the equity lens at the September meeting.

State Board Position Statement S1, Nondiscrimination and Equal Educational Opportunity
in Schools

The Committee reviewed Board Position Statement S1 at the request of the Policy
Committee. Proposed language in the revised position statement comes from other NDE
documents. The Committee returned the review back to the Policy Committee to bring
before the Board at the September meeting.

Budget and Finance Committee — John Witzel, Chair, reported on the meeting noting the
budget report.

Strategic Planning, Performance and Improvement Committee - Rachel Wise, Chair,
provided a review of information from the Committee meeting,

Accept the Affidavit of School Closing, due to severe weather, filed by Cody- Kilgore
Unified Schools, and grant permission to that district to offer fewer than the minimum

instructional hours for school year 2018-2019 under the waiver provisions contained in
State Statute 79-213 R.R.S. and NDE Rule 10

Cody Kilgore was the only Nebraska school to submit a waiver to offer fewer than
minimum instructional hours. The Committee recommends approval of the action item.

Proposed changes to Board Policy S2, Accountability for Quality Education System, Today
& Tomotrrow (AQuESTT)

Rachel Wise summarized the July committee meetings as it related to AQuESTT
accountability, position statement as it frames, accountability for accreditation,
accountability, and assessment.

BOARD REPORTS, DATES AND DISCUSSIONS ITEMS
Meeting participation and joint meetings with policy partners
Board members were asked to review the information in Sparq for travel reports.

Meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved will be addressed
during the business meeting on Friday.
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4.3.

4.4,

5.0.

Board members were asked to provide requests for future meeting attendance.

Monthly Board Travel Expense Reports were provided.

ADJOURNMENT

President Witzel adjourned the work session at 4:27 p.m. The regularly scheduled meeting

of the State Board of Education will reconvene at 9:00 a.m. on August 9, 2019, in the State
Board Meeting Room, State Office Building, in Lincoln, Nebraska.

STATE BOARD WORK SESSION, Friday, August 9, 2019, 9:00 a.m.

1.

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

2.1.

3.1.

CALL TO ORDER

Roll Call showed the following members present:

John Witzel Maureen Nickels Rachel Wise
Patricia Timm Patsy Koch-Johns (left at 11:20 a.m.) Lisa Fricke
Deborah Neary Robin Stevens

Commissioner Blomstedt was also present.

President Witzel led the Pledge of Allegiance.

President Witzel announced the placement of the Open Meetings Act information.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Approval of the June 6-7, 2019, as published passed with a motion by Lisa Fricke and a
second by Patsy Koch Johns.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner noted that 8. Special Presentations and Discussions, Item 8.1., Presentation
of the State Leadership Playbook, was held during the Work Session of the Board on
Thursday. He also noted that Item 8.2., Nebraska Teacher of the Year Report, could be
taken immediately before Public Comment. Work Session Item 2.4. Presentation on
Nebraska Instructional Materials Collaborative, will be added to the September Agenda.
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4.0.

4.1.

4.2.

5.1

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

Approval of the agenda as recommended passed with a motion by Patricia Timm and a
second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
There were no requests for 10-Minute Special Appearance.

Public Comment

e Mary Lea Free, spoke in support of the foreign language standards. She also read
into the record a letter of support from Jacqueline Moore.

e Rebecca Gill-Rose spoke in support of the foreign language standards.

e Randy Bertolas, Geographic Educators of Nebraska, spoke in support of the State
Social Studies standards.

HEARINGS

At 10:00 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-10, Commissioner v. Marcus Perry.
Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of the Professional Practices Commission, presented the
Commission’s recommendation to permanently revoke the teaching certificate of the
Respondent. Sara Hulac, representing the Petitioner, Matthew L. Blomstedt, appeared in
support of the recommendation. The Respondent was not present nor represented by
counsel. The hearing closed at 10:02 a.m.

At 10:03 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-11, Commissioner v. Amber Douthit
(Jasa). Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of the Professional Practices Commission, presented
the Commission’s recommendation to revoke the teaching certificate of the Respondent for
a period of ten (10) years. Sara Hulac, representing the Petitioner, Matthew L. Blomstedt,
appeared in support of the recommendation. The Respondent was not present nor
represented by counsel. The hearing closed at 10:05 a.m.

At 10:05 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-12, Commissioner v. Matthew
Hoffman. Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of the Professional Practices Commission,
presented the Commission’s recommendation to permanently revoke the teaching certificate
of the Respondent. Sara Hulac, representing the Petitioner, Matthew L. Blomstedt, appeared
in support of the recommendation. The Respondent was not present nor represented by
counsel. The hearing closed at 10:06 a.m.

At 10:06 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-13, Commissioner v. Jaimi
Nicholson. Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of the Professional Practices Commission,
presented the Commission’s recommendation to suspend the teaching certificate of the
Respondent for a period of one (1) year. Sara Hulac, representing the Petitioner, Matthew L.
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5.5.

5.6.

5.7.

5.8.

Blomstedt, appeared in support of the recommendation. The Respondent was not present
nor represented by counsel. The hearing closed at 10:08 a.m.

At 10:08 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-14, Commissioner v. NiCole
Merchant. Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of the Professional Practices Commission,
presented the Commission’s recommendation to suspend the teaching certificate of the
Respondent for a period of one (1) year. Sara Hulac, representing the Petitioner, Matthew L.
Blomstedt, appeared in support of the recommendation. The Respondent was not present
nor represented by counsel. The hearing closed at 10.09 a.m.

At 10:10 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-15, Commissioner v. Jennifer Pattee.
Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of the Professional Practices Commission, presented the
Commission’s recommendation to suspend the teaching certificate of the Respondent for a
period of one (1) year. Sara Hulac, representing the Petitioner, Matthew L. Blomstedt,
appeared in support of the recommendation. The Respondent was not present nor
represented by counsel. The hearing closed at 10:11 a.m.

At 10:11 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-16, Commissioner v. Sharon Kramer.
Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of the Professional Practices Commission, presented the
Commission’s recommendation to revoke the teaching certificate of the Respondent for a
period of ten (10) years. Sara Hulac, representing the Petitioner, Matthew L. Blomstedt,
appeared in support of the recommendation. The Respondent was not present nor
represented by counsel. The hearing closed at 10:13 a.m.

At 10:14 a.m., a hearing was held in NDE Case No. 19-17, In the Matter of Reinstatement
of Dwain Borchers. Kellie Muthersbaugh, on behalf of Professional Practices Commission,
presented the Commission’s recommendation to allow the Petitioner to apply for
reinstatement of his teaching certificate. Sara Hulac, representing the Commissioner,
Matthew L. Blomstedt, appeared in support of the recommendation. The Petitioner was
present and represented himself. The hearing closed at 10:17 a.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to go into Executive session at 10:18 a.m. to deliberate and receive legal advice from
Legal Counsel on contested cases passed with a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second by
Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

At 10:18 a.m., the Board moved into Executive session to deliberate and receive legal advice
from Legal Counsel on contested cases.
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6.1

6.1.A.

6.1.B.

6.2.

6.3.

64.

6.4.A.

6.4.B.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session and return to the meeting of the Board at 10:39 a.m.
passed with a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
At 10:39 a.m., the meeting of the Board resumed.

ACTION ITEMS

Policy Committee

Motion to adopt proposed revisions to State Board Policy P3, Delegation to Commissioner,
passed with a motion by Patricia Timm and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Patricia Timm read the Resolution to Recognize the 75 Anniversary of the GI Bill into the
record.

Motion to Adopt the Resolution to Recognize the 75th Anniversary of the GI Bill and
Commend its Importance in Providing Equity to Nebraskans passed with a motion by
Patricia Timm and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

There were no actions to take from the Legislative Committee.

There were no actions to take from the Commissioner's Appraisal Committee.

AQuESTT - Teaching and Learning Domain Committee

Motion to grant temporary approval to Bellevue University to implement their plan to phase
in a teacher education program passed with a motion by Lisa Fricke and a second by Patricia
Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion to approve of 2019-2020 Nebraska Council on Teacher Education (NCTE)
membership roster passed with a motion by Lisa Fricke and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
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6.4.C.

6.4.D.

6.5.

6.5.A.

6.5.B.

6.5.C.

6.5.D.

6.5.E.

6.6.

6.7.

Motion to approve the educator preparation programs in Nebraska colleges and universities
for 2019-20 passed with a motion by Lisa Fricke and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion to repeal Rule 46 (92 NAC 46), Regulations and Procedures for Career Education
Partnership Act Grants passed with a motion by Lisa Fricke and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
AQUuESTT - Student Success and Access Domain Committee

Motion to approve Public School Districts and Educational Service Units that have
established Early Childhood Education Programs in accordance with the provision of Rule
11 passed with a motion by Patsy Koch Johns and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion to approve Morrill Public Schools Early Childhood Program passed with a motion
by Patsy Koch Johns and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion to approve Grand Island Public Schools' Eatly Childhood Program to offer fewer
than 450 instructional hours due to severe weather during the 2018-2019 school year passed
with a motion by Patsy Koch Johns and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion to grant conditional approval under Rule 14 for the Applicant Nonpublic School to
operate in the 2019-20 school year passed with a motion by Patsy Koch Johns and a second

by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion to repeal Rule 53 (92 NAC 53), Regulations for Special Education Residential Care
passed with a motion by Patsy Koch Johns and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
There were no actions to take from the Budget and Finance Committee.

Strategic Planning, Performance, and Improvement Committee
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6.7.A. Motion to accept the Affidavit of School Closing, due to severe weather, filed by Cody-
Kilgore Unified Schools, and grant permission to that district to offer fewer than the
minimum instructional hours for school year 2018-2019 under the waiver provisions
contained in State Statute 79-213 R.R.S. and NDE Rule 10 passed with a motion by Rachel
Wise and a second by Patsy Koch Johns.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

6.8.  Motion by Rachel Wise, second by Patricia Timm in Commissioner v. Marcus Perry, NDE
Case No. 19-10, that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and
the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission,
permanently revoking Respondent’s special services permit, and to adopt the Final
Otder proposed by Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

6.9.  Motion by Maureen Nickels, second by Robin Stevens: In Comwmissioner v. Amber
Douthit (Jasa), NDE Case No. 19-11, that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law and the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices
Commission, revoking Respondent’s teaching certificate for a period of ten years, and
to adopt the Final Order proposed by Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

6.10  Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Lisa Fricke: In Commissioner v. Matthew Hoffman,
NDE Case No. 19-12; that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law
and the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission,
permanently revoking Respondent’s administrative certificate, and to adopt the Final
Otder proposed by Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

6.11  Motion by Patsy Koch Johns, second by Deborah Near: In Commissioner v. Jaimi Nicholson,
NDE Case No. 19-13, that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and
the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission, suspending
Respondent’s teaching certificate for one year, and to adopt the Final Order proposed by
Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
6.12  Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Rachel Wise: In Commissioner v. NiCole Merchant,

NDE Case No. 19-14, that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of
Law and the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission,
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6.13

6.14

6.15

suspending Respondent’s teaching certificate for one year, and to adopt the Final
Otder proposed by Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion by Robin Stevens, second by Deborah Neary: In Commissioner v. Jennifer Pattee,
NDE Case No. 19-15, that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law
and the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission,
suspending Respondent’s teaching certificates for one year, and to adopt the Final
Otder proposed by Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion by Maureen Nickels, second by Patricia Timm: In Commissioner v. Sharon
Kramer, NDE Case No. 19-10, that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions
of Law and the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission,
revoking Respondent’s teaching certificate for a period of ten years, and to adopt the
Final Order proposed by Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Motion by Lisa Fricke, second by Patsy Koch Johns: I the Matter of the Reinstatement of
Duwain Borchers, NDE Case No. 19-17, that this Board adopt the Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law and the Recommendation of the Nebraska Professional Practices
Commission, allowing Petitioner to apply for a teaching certificate, and to adopt the
Final Order proposed by Legal Counsel passed.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to go into Executive session at 10:51 a.m. to deliberate and receive legal advice from
Legal Counsel on Enrollment Option contested cases passed with a motion by Maureen
Nickels and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

At 10:51 a.m., the Board moved into Executive session to deliberate and receive legal advice
from Legal Counsel on Enrollment Option contested cases.

Motion to adjourn Executive Session and return to the meeting of the Board at 11:23 a.m.
passed with a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
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6.0.

6.16

6.17.

7.2.

At 11:23 a.m., the meeting of the Board resumed.
ACTION ITEMS (continued)

To adopt the Hearing Officet's Proposed Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and
Recommended Decision affirming the Respondent School District's decision in NDE
Enrollment Option Case No. 19-05, Reynolds v. Westside Community Schools passed with
a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

To adopt the Hearing Officer's Proposed Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and
Recommended Decision affirming the Respondent School District's decision in NDE
Enrollment Option Case No. 19-08, Avila v. Northwest Public Schools passed with a
motion by Patricia Timm and a second by Maureen Nickels.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Witzel
Voting No: ~ Wise

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Approval of the Consent Agenda as published passed with a motion by Patricia Timm
and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Koch Johns, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel

Patsy Koch Johns left the meeting at 11:20 a.m.

9.0.

9.1.

9.1.A.

9.1.B.

BOARD REPORTS, DATES AND DISCUSSION ITEMS
Meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved

Approval of Meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for Lisa
Fricke passed with a motion by Patricia Timm and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
Abstain: Fricke
Absent: Koch Johns

Approval of meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for Patsy
Koch Johns passed with a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second by Lisa Fricke.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
Absent: Koch Johns



Nebraska State Board of Education Minutes of Meeting
August 8-9, 2019
Page 14

9.1.C. Approval of meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for
Deborah Neary passed with a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
Abstain: Neary
Absent: Koch Johns

9.1.D. Approval of meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for
Maureen Nickels passed with a motion by Patricia Timm and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Neary, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
Abstain: Nickels
Absent: Koch Johns

9.1.E. Approval of meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for
Robin Stevens passed with a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Neary, Nickels, Timm, Wise, Witzel
Abstain: Stevens
Absent: Koch Johns

9.1.F. Approval of meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for
Patricia Timm passed with a motion by Lisa Fricke and a second by Rachel Wise.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Wise, Witzel
Abstain: Timm
Absent: Koch Johns

9.1.G. Approval of meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for
Rachel Wise passed with a motion by Lisa Fricke and a second by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Witzel
Abstain: Wise
Absent: Koch Johns

9.1.H. Approval of meetings that took place in the past and were not previously approved for John
Witzel passed with a motion by Rachel Wise and a second by Lisa Fricke.

Voting Yes:  Fricke, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
Abstain: Witzel
Absent: Koch Johns
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9.2.

11.0

Future Meeting participation

Approval for meeting participation passed with a motion by Maureen Nickels and a second
by Patricia Timm.

Voting Yes:  Witzel, Fricke, Neary, Nickels, Stevens, Timm, Wise, Witzel
Absent: Koch Johns

ADJOURNMENT

President Witzel adjourned the meeting at 11:33 a.m. The next regularly scheduled meeting
of the State Board of Education will be held on Friday, September 6, 2019, at 9:00 a.m., in
the Nebraska State Office Building, in Lincoln, Nebraska. A work session will be held on
Thursday, September 5, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. at the Nebraska State Office Building, Lincoln,
Nebraska.



DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Bryce Wilson, Administrator of Finance & Organizational Services

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Approve school districts’ requests for exclusions to the budget
limitation in accordance with the provisions of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities
Support Act.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Distance Education Courses

Proposed Board Action 1: Approve the exclusion amount for Distance Education Courses
for the district shown on the attachment.

Background information 1: Section 79-1028.01(1)(d) provides for the State Board to
permit a district to exceed its budget authority for the general fund budget of expenditures
for amounts received from educational entities for providing distance education courses
through the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council to such educational entities.
Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend
approval. If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority. This
request is applicable to the 2019/20 school district budget.

Early Childhood Education Grants

Proposed Board Action 2: Approve the amount for the 2018/19 Early Childhood Education
Grants Expenditure Exclusion for the district shown on the attachment.

Background Information 2: Section 79-1028.01(2)(c) provides for the State Board to
permit a district to exceed its budget authority for the general fund budget of expenditures
for the amount received by the district for 2018/19 Early Childhood Education Grants if
2019/20 is the first year early childhood membership is included in the district's formula
students. Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and
recommend approval. If approved, the school district may access additional budget
authority. This request is applicable to the 2019/20 school district budget.



Retirement Contribution Increase

Proposed Board Action 3: Approve the exclusion amount for a Retirement Contribution
Increase for the district shown on the attachment.

Background Information 3: Section 79-1028.01(1)(e)&(f) provides for the State Board to
permit a district to exceed its budget authority for the general fund budget of expenditures
for a retirement contribution increase. Department Staff have reviewed the request listed
on the attachment and recommend approval. If approved, the school district may access
additional budget authority. This request is applicable to the 2019/20 school district
budget.

Special Supplementary Grant

Proposed Board Action 4: Approve the grant listed on the attachment as a Special
Supplementary Grant.

Background Information 4: The State Board, pursuant to State Statute Section 79-1003(39),
has designated Special Supplementary Grants from Corporations, Foundations, or Other
Private Interests as special grant funds for budget limitations purposes. The individual
grant listed on the attachment has been reviewed by Department Staff and appears to
qualify as a special supplementary grant. If approved, the school district may access
additional budget authority. This request is applicable to the 2019/20 school district
budget.

Voluntary Termination Agreements

Proposed Board Action 5: Approve the exclusion amount for Voluntary Termination
Agreements for the district shown on the attachment.

Background Information 5: Section 79-1028.01(1) (g), (i), (j), (k), provides for the State
Board to permit a district to exceed its budget authority for the general fund budget of
expenditures for expenditures for voluntary termination agreements. Department Staff
have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval. If approved,
the school district may access additional budget authority. This request is applicable to the
2019/20 school district budget.



Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions
of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act
For the 2019/20 School Year

SeBtember 6,2019

Recommendation 1
Distance Education Courses [Section 79-1028.01(1)(d)]

County-District Number School District Name Amount to be Approved

04-0001 Banner County Schools $12,906

Recommendation 2
Early Childhood Education Grants [Section 79-1028.01(2)(c)]

County-District Number School District Name Amount to be Approved

19-0039 Leigh Community Schools $51,000

Recommendation 3
Retirement Contribution Increase [Section 79-1028.01(1)(e)&(f)]

Amount to be
County-District Number School District Name Approved
01-0018 Hastings Public Schools $698,485
01-0123 Silver Lake Public Schools $65,850
04-0001 Banner County Schools $50,273
09-0010 Ainsworth Community Schools $91,357
13-0022 Weeping Water Public Schools $63,178
13-0032 Louisville Public Schools $113,370
13-0056 Conestoga Public Schools $135,511
19-0039 Leigh Community Schools $47,284
27-0001 Fremont Public Schools $875,615
28-0001 Omaha Public Schools $8,354,418
28-0010 Elkhorn Public Schools $1,259,401
42-0239 West Holt Public Schools $141,827
45-0044 Stuart Public School $36,355
52-0100 Keya Paha County Schools $29,848
54-0576 Wausa Public Schools $46,838
54-0586 Bloomfield Community Schools $64,999
55-0148 Malcolm Public Schools $111,386
62-0021 Bayard Public Schools $81,727
69-0055 Loomis Public School $50,079
77-0027 Papillion La Vista Community Schools $2,063,537
87-0001 Pender Public Schools $78,492
90-0595 Winside Public Schools $47,794




Recommendation 4

Special Supplementary Grant [Section 79-1003(40)]

County-
District Amount to be
Number School District Name Approved Source
01-0018 Hastings Public Schools $110,000.00 Hastings Public School Foundation
America's Farmers Grow Rural
04-0001 Banner County School »10,000.00 Education by Bayer Fund
$5,000.00 American Public Health Association
$124,424.00 Corporation for Public Broadcasting
$12,500.00 Douglas COl.,ln'.Ey Board of
Commissioners
$6,250.00 First Nebraska Credit Union
$70,000.00 Metro Community College
$60,000.00 Urban League of Nebraska
Various Nebraska School Districts -
»4,414.00 Visiting Teachers Orientation
$394,893.19 Buffet Early Childhood Fund
$1,000.00 Belz/Lynch/Krause
$320,000.00 Education Quest College Access
. $1,031.80 Cornhusker Motor Club Foundation
28-0001 Omaha Public Schools $578.00 Jewish Federation
$916,877.00 KIOS FM Radio Station Donations
$1,175,001.00 Lozier Foundation
$8,000.00 Lozier Foundation
$7,200.00 Lozier Foundation
$155,000.00 Lozier Foundation
$874.90 NCJW
$245,347.10 Omaha Public Schools Foundation
$3,000.00 Pacific Life Foundation
$950.00 Ritonya Buscher Poehling
$500.00 NE Medicine Health Care Academy
$100,000.00 Verizon Wireless
$14,076,126.11 Sherwood Foundation

Recommendation 5

Voluntary Termination Agreements [Section 79-1028.01(1)(g), (i), (j), (K)]

County-District Number School District Name Amount to be Approved
13-0056 Conestoga Public Schools $91,147.50
22-0011 South Sioux City Community Schools $23,961.00
27-0001 Fremont Public Schools $987,394.00
28-0001 Omaha Public Schools $2,422,659.95
55-0148 Malcolm Public Schools $14,671.50
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Steve Milliken, Office of Special Education

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Promoting
Engagement and Knowledge Projects (PEaK).

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The NDE Office of Special Education is committed to
supporting districts in improving results for children with disabilities. To meet this purpose, funding is
available annually beginning with the 2019-2020 school year to support implementation and evaluation
of Targeted Improvement Plans (TIPs) through a PEaK (Promoting Engagement and Knowledge)

project. The PEak Project funding is supplemental to, and is not intended to supplant or duplicate, any
other funding source(s). Districts or consortiums of districts supported by an ESU may apply for projects
funded with IDEA discretionary dollars for the specific purpose of improving learning for children with
disabilities.

As part of Nebraska’s Results Driven Accountability (RDA) System, all school districts must
participate in ongoing review of their special education program utilizing the Improving Learning for
Children with Disabilities (ILCD) process. The process includes an analysis of district data to study Impact
Area data, district infrastructure, and other pertinent district data to identify target areas for
improvement. This is followed by identifying measurable results (goals) and coherent improvement
strategies that will be the focus for improvement. Next, the district reviews the current infrastructure
and capacity to implement, scale-up and sustain evidence-based practice. Finally, based upon strengths
and challenges, a comprehensive, multi-year TIP detailing coherent improvement strategies focused on
improving results for children with disabilities is created. The state plan directs districts to implement
phases of the ILCD improvement process over several years. The PEaK projects for 2019-2020 support
Phase Ill: Implementation and Evaluation.

ESTIMATED COSTS:

Recipient: ESU 10

Project Period: 9/10/2019 to 7/31/2020
Project Amount: $80,698

Funding Source: Federal IDEA-Part B

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Steve Milliken and Rhea Hochstein

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Para
educator Self-Study Program-UNL (Project Para)

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Project Para provides a locally controlled, web-based para educator training package to Nebraska school
districts that meet the requirements of NDE Rule 11, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), and Individuals
with Disabilities Improvement Act (IDEA). Since 2004, UNL’s para educator study program has assisted
school districts in providing easily accessible training adapted for the particular needs of a school and/or
paraeducator and augments introductory training provided by districts.

The project will continue to fund the maintenance of the management systems and on-line training
materials, monitoring of the on-line training system, and collection of project evaluation
information. Security and reliability of the training systems will still be monitored and updated as
necessary, including updating of hardware, software and procedures.

ESTIMATED COST: $64,935

Recipient: UNL-Department of Teaching/Learning and Teacher Education
Project Period: 10/1/2019 thru 9/30/2020

FUNDING SOURCE: Federal IDEA-Part B

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Steve Milliken and Amy Rhone

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Board of
Regents, University of Nebraska, University of Nebraska-Lincoln: Nebraska Multi-Tiered System of
Support (MTSS) Implementation Support Team (IST).

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: This cooperative agreement is to continue to fund ongoing
professional learning needed to assist Nebraska schools in effective implementation of a Multi-Tiered
System of Support (MTSS), high quality instruction and interventions, and data-based decision making to
advance academic outcomes for all students, including those at risk. Data for students in Nebraska,
current levels of implementation of MTSS for academics, and research on the importance of schools
receiving professional development support when building and implementing MTSS, and new Nebraska
legislation point to a need for continued support for districts/buildings.

During the 2019-2020 project period, the MTSS Implementation Support Team (MTSS IST) will be
actively involved in activities pertaining to the following areas: regional professional development
around key components of MTSS at core, intervention, and individual student problem solving (ISPS),
individual district/school technical assistance as follow-up to professional learning events, partnering
with several ESUs to support districts/schools, and creation/refinement of resources pertaining to MTSS.
Additionally, the IST will engage in collaborative MTSS training and coaching model development work
as a member of the NDE MTSS PLC and Nebraska MTSS Builders Group.

Additionally, new legislation in Nebraska calls for Nebraska schools to utilize valid and reliable screening
assessments to identify students to receive reading intervention supports, utilize diagnostic assessments
to match students to intervention, provide interventions (including intensified interventions) using
systematic, explicit instruction, and monitor student progress. These are all key components of an
effective MTSS framework and require professional learning and technical assistance to build district
local capacity to achieve deep implementation. The MTSS IST has expertise and experience in assisting
districts with successfully building systems of support for reading leading to success for students.

ESTIMATED COST: $1,032,646 Project Period: 9/09/2019 to 8/31/2020

FUNDING SOURCE: Federal IDEA-Part B

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Amy Rhone and Teresa Coonts, Office of Special Education
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the University of Nebraska (UNL)-VI Project
specific to training teachers of the visually impaired and Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Specialist, and
the ESU#4/Nebraska Center for the Education of Children who are Blind/Visually Impaired (NCECBVI).

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

UNL

This project provides the instructional infrastructure for a Visual Impairment Personnel
Preparation program and the new Orientation and Mobility Specialist program at UNL. Since the 1990’s
the Nebraska Department of Education and UNL have implemented a program to train professionals to
work with students with blindness and visual impairments. It has evolved from a summer-only workshop
format to a complete 36 credit hour graduate program that is receiving national recognition. The Project
assist in the funding of the Assistant Professor of Practice at UNL making sure NDE standards outlined in
Rule 24 and ensuring courses and student teacher experiences infuse national standards and
competencies from the Council of Exceptional Children. The project also funds some tuition assistance
for Nebraska residents who pursue a graduate program of study leading to a Nebraska endorsement in
visual impairments. It will also support a Project Coordinator to assist with training the new O&M
Program, which will be implementing the requirements in Rule 24 with estimated implementation date
of 2020-21.

This project is needed, as it is the only personnel preparation program in visual impairments and
will be the only O&M program in the state of Nebraska. Collaboration between both UNL and NDE allows
us to provide high quality, graduate education to future teachers of the visually impaired and O&M
Specialists serving children birth to age 21. There continues to be a shortage of both of these areas
supporting our students who are blind or visual impaired in the state.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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Recipient: UNL-VI Program/Project
Project Period: 10-1-2019 to 09-30-2020
Project Amount: $158,000

Funding Source: Federal IDEA-Part B
ESU#4/NCECBVI

The Nebraska Department of Education was awarded a five-year federal Deaf-Blind grant (583,096 per
year starting in 2018-19) from the U.S Office of Special Education Programs. The NDE Federal Deaf-
Blind grant provides funding for administering the grant, which includes a .20 FTE NDE staff member
along with funding ESU#4/NCECBVI statewide activities specific to deaf-blindness. This is year 2 of 5.

These activities will focus on five goals throughout 2019-20 and the three years following:

1) Conduct training and technical assistance, which includes an annual deaf-blind summer institute;
2) implement high —quality practices specific to transition planning which includes collaboration with 9
core states for the Midwest Transition Institute focusing on youth with combined vision and hearing
losses;

3) provide training and supports for families in partnership with PTI-Nebraska, a part-time family
engagement coordinator, and other parent organizations;

4) develop a seamless system of early identification and referral to the project in collaboration with
Nebraska’s Early Development Network; and

5) increase identification of all children who are deaf-blind through collaboration with the National
Center on Deaf-Blindness.

Recipient: ESU#4/NCECBVI
Project Period: 10-1-2019 to 09-30-2020
Project Amount: $58,000

Funding Source: Federal IDEA-Part D
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Steve Milliken and Amy Rhone

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to continue to fund the Westat, Inc. -
Nebraska Technical Assistance Project (NETA) Part B.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Westat has provided consultation and other project
services during the past year. If awarded, they will enter the second year of providing Technical
Assistance to the Part B Program. Additionally, Westat has provided Technical Assistance to the Part C
Program for the past 10 years creating continuity within Nebraska’s federal reporting.

In consultation with Amy Rhone, Westat is proposing to provide technical assistance in 6 major task
categories for the upcoming year: (1) Data Analysis and coordinated National/Federal reviews — working
closely with the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), (2) Results Driven Accountability (RDA), (3)
SSIP Year Il — Phase Il work, (4) Preparation of a variety of publications, (5) Contracts with RDA
consultants in Nebraska, (6) Ad hoc technical assistance, and (7) Significant Disproportionality Technical
Assistance.

The cooperative agreement projects will provide individualized support to the Special Education
Department of the Nebraska Department of Education. One of the main goals of the project is to assist
Nebraska in meeting all of the Federal SPP/APR requirements. Westat is committed to providing
technical assistance that will produce high quality data and strong analytics which are key objectives of
RDA. This will lead to a greater understanding of the needs of the students served.

ESTIMATED COST: S$515,161
FUNDING SOURCE: Federal IDEA-Part B
Project Period: 10/1/2019 thru 9/30/2020

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Amy Rhone

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner authority to continue to fund Parent and Training
Information — Nebraska (PTI-NE) to provide Secondary Transition Parent Support Services

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: This Agreement will primarily facilitate the collaboration of
the Nebraska Department of Education and PTI Nebraska to work with other agencies in Nebraska that
offer resources and support to young adults transitioning from high school to post-high school to adult
living. PTI-NE will support Nebraska families of young adults with a disability or special health care need,
to help them advocate, collaborate and assist in their child’s transition into adult living.

Beyond the work supporting transition, PTI Nebraska provides advocacy and support to Nebraska
families through webinars, trainings, and information sessions around disability supports for students.
This additional work is also supported through this cooperative agreement.

As Project Director, Sandra Peterson is well qualified as a previous special education administrator for
30 plus years in Nebraska, and a previous early childhood educator, elementary educator and secondary
educator. Her credentials and experience will help meet the project’s goals. She currently serves on the
state transition advisory group and transition practitioners group, so is knowledgeable of practices and
in providing leadership.

ESTIMATED COST: $76,000
PROJECT PERIOD: 10/1/2019 to 9/30/2020

FUNDING SOURCE: IDEA Part B funds

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D., Commissioner 301 Centennial Mall South
P.O. Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
1L 402.471.2295
Fax  402.471.0117

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Marisol Birth and Brad Dirksen

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to approve the Veterans Education
Cooperative Agreement for the fiscal year 2020.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Veterans Education Cooperative
Agreement with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs provides $149,772.00 to NDE for the
purpose of approving and monitoring programs, and to conduct compliance visits regarding veterans
education benefits.

The Cooperative Agreement covers the period of October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020. This is an
annual agreement between the Nebraska Department of Education and The United States Department of
Veterans Affairs.

ESTIMATED COST: None

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE Federal

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D., Commissioner 301 Centennial Mall South
P.O. Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
1L 402.471.2295
Fax  402.471.0117

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Melody Hobson

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to sigh a memorandum of
understanding with the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services for use of Child Care and
Development funds for FFY 2019

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services Division (DHHS) of Children and Family Services has been designated by the Governor of
Nebraska as the State Lead Agency for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) (45 C.F.R.
98.et seq). The Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) enters into a Memorandum of Understanding
with DHHS to carry out training, technical assistance, and other activities to support early childhood
education and care providers across Nebraska. DHHS is making $3,473,296.00 available to NDE from the
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 Child Care and Development Block Grant. The funds include support for grants
for the Early Learning Connection system, TEACH Early Childhood® scholarships, staffing within the Early
Childhood Education Office, and support for Step Up to Quality. The period of the 2017MOU will be from
date of signatures through September 30, 2020.

ESTIMATED COST: N/A

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE (e.g,, state general funds,
federal Perkins career and technical education funds; federal Title I funds):

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Tibor Moldovan, Technology Services Administrator
Dean R. Folkers, D.M., Information Systems Officer

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to obligate up to $300,000 for
purposes of purchasing licenses for the Microsoft Imagine Academy.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The State Board of Educations’ Strategic Vision and Direction specifically outlines strategies under
Leadership including “Provide leadership and high quality services in processes, regulations, interagency
collaboration, data systems, fiscal responsibility and evaluation that enhance the success of educational
systems in Nebraska.” A specific measure of progress, Measure 1.A.1 provides for “Organize the NDE
through personnel and processes to provide leadership in school support systems, regulations,
interagency collaboration, data systems, fiscal responsibility, and evaluation that will enhance the
success of educational systems in Nebraska, by 2020.”

As part of the leadership efforts, the implementation of LB292 (amended to LB294) to reinstate the
Information Technology Academy work for Nebraska schools and postsecondary institutions through the
support of the Nebraska Department of Education.

ESTIMATED COST: Up to $300,000 in software licensing and support for Nebraska schools to access the
Imagine Academy. The general funds were earmarked for this purpose as a part of the biennium budget.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
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Fax  402.471.0117

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Dean R. Folkers, D.M.
Information Systems Officer

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner Authority to submit a grant application for the
Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems (SLDS) competitive program.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The State Board of Educations’ Strategic Vision and Direction specifically outlines strategies under
Leadership including “Provide leadership and high quality services in processes, regulations, interagency
collaboration, data systems, fiscal responsibility and evaluation that enhance the success of educational
systems in Nebraska.” A specific measure of progress, Measure 1.A.1 provides for “Organize the NDE
through personnel and processes to provide leadership in school support systems, regulations,
interagency collaboration, data systems, fiscal responsibility, and evaluation that will enhance the
success of educational systems in Nebraska, by 2020.”

To facilitate the completion of a portion of the critical work it addition to the significant number of
priorities that depend upon data to inform policy and practice a grant application process is available for
State Education Agencies. The grant competition is provided through the Institute for Education
Sciences (IES) within the US Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).

ESTIMATED COST: No costs, but rather the maximum grant application amount is up to $3,250,000 over
a 48-month period.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Melody Hobson

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to approve a continuation grant to
the Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children to operate the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood
Scholarship program.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Nebraska is a
scholarship program for low-income professionals working in early childhood education and care programs
who want to continue their education. T.E.A.C.H. is an acronym that stands for Teacher Education and
Compensation Helps. T.E.A.C.H programs operate in 21 states and assist eatly childhood educators complete
associate’s degrees in early childhood education and eventually complete a bachelor’s degree and obtain a
Nebraska teaching certificate with an Hatly Childhood Inclusive endorsement. T.E.A.C.H. pays tuition, books,
and release time for students who work at least 30 hours per week in an early childhood program. The
Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children is the T.E.A.C.H. license holder for Nebraska.

ESTIMATED COST: $270,000

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE: Federal Child Care and
Development Funds

Previous Grants: $360,000 from Federal Child Care and Development Funds (approved in September of
2018). $96,000 from Nebraska State General Funds (approved in June of 2019)

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Beth Wooster and Dr. Jolene Palmer, Student and Client Success and Services Division

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to approve a continuation grant to
the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska to assist the School Security & Safety Director to
build the capacity of Nebraska public schools in the area of emergency management.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Dr. Jolene Palmer, School Security & Safety Director
applied for and received a grant from the US Department of Education to assist with School Emergency
Management. With this grant, she plans to expand the capacity of the Nebraska Department of
Education (NDE) to provide training and technical assistance to local educational agencies so they may
produce and maintain high-quality emergency operations plans (EOPs). Once NDE’s capacity is
improved, the two areas of local capacity we wish to impact: 1) increase the number of high quality
EOPs in LEA, and 2) increase the capacity for schools to participate in collaborative planning with
community partners.

The University of Nebraska Public Policy Center is the best source for staff to help carry forth the vision
for school safety in Nebraska. They have been partners in visioning and writing the School Emergency
Management Grant, have assisted in Threat Assessment training, and are experts in collecting and
analyzing data. The NDE staff worked with the UNPPC on a National Institute of Justice grant to conduct
a study of rural school safety. This resulted in a self-assessment for school officials to complete an on-
site physical vulnerability assessment. The results showed gaps in local capacity that will require
additional training and technical assistance from the state to remedy. This grant from the US
Department of Education will help us close the emergency management gap in Nebraska schools.

The UNPPC staff are researchers who team with others by bringing expertise in strategic consulting and
planning, communications, data collection and analysis, evaluation, events and seminars, facilitations,
and research. They collaborate with the NDE School Security & Safety Director on a daily basis.

ESTIMATED COST: Year 2 cost for the UNPPC is $180,193.00.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE: The funding source is a US
Department of Education grant received by Dr. Jolene Palmer. The second year grant funds are
$586,507.00. This contract with the UNPPC is for year two of the grant.
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Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D., Commissioner 301 Centennial Mall South
P.O. Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
1L 402.471.2295
Fax  402.471.0117

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Steve Milliken and Amy Bunnell, Office of Special Education

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner the authority to approve a continuation grant to
these projects/entities in the provision of federally requited IDEA Part C duties.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Federal IDEA Part C regulations requite federal
IDEA Part C funds to be utilized by states for activities related to Child Find, and Referral Procedures,
comprehensive personnel development system, implementation of evidence-based practices including
comprehensive evaluation and data collection/reporting procedures in order to be in compliance with federal
programmatic and fiscal requirements under IDEA Part C.

ESTIMATED COST:

Project: University of Nebraska Medical Center — Munroe-Meyer Institute
Project Period: October 1, 2019 — September 30, 2020

Project Amount: $318,070

Funding Source: Federal IDEA Part-C

Purpose: To meet comprehensive Child Find and Referral requirements for

infants/toddlers with special health care needs, including those in
underserved populations, in pediatric medical clinics in Nebraska via the
utilization of Parent Resource Coordinators. The Parent Resource
Coordinator helps families receive IDEA Part C eatly intervention services,
family-centered care and identify wrap-around supports to enhance the
development of the infant/toddler.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




Project:
Project Period:

Project Amount:
Funding Source:

Purpose:

Total awarded: $605,229

Page 2

University of Nebraska Medical Center — Munroe-Meyer Institute

October 1, 2019 — September 30, 2020

$287,159

Federal IDEA Part-C

To meet comprehensive Child Find and Referral requirements for medically
fragile infants in Nebraska’s Neo-natal intensive care units (NICU) through
provision of specialized developmental follow-up for all babies who have
had a NICU experience.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Dean R. Folkers, D.M.
Information Systems Officer

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to amend a contract with Zeece & Associates
for completion of internal policies and procedures

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The State Board of Educations’ Strategic Vision and Direction specifically outlines strategies under
Leadership including “Provide leadership and high quality services in processes, regulations, interagency
collaboration, data systems, fiscal responsibility and evaluation that enhance the success of educational
systems in Nebraska.” A specific measure of progress, Measure 1.A.1 provides for “Organize the NDE
through personnel and processes to provide leadership in school support systems, regulations,
interagency collaboration, data systems, fiscal responsibility, and evaluation that will enhance the
success of educational systems in Nebraska, by 2020.”

To facilitate the completion of a portion of the critical work focused on internal processes and
procedures, a contract for services by Zeece and Associates was created. The purpose of this motion is
provide the authority for the Commissioner to amend the existing contract extend the duration and
subsequent amount of the contract.

ESTIMATED COST: Not to exceed $60,000.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Matt Hastings, Ph.D.

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Grant the Commissioner the authority to amend the contract with the Office of the Chief Information Officer
(OCIO) for staff augmentation services in support of the Office of Early Childhood.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The State of Nebraska operates an Information Technology (IT) Time and Materials Procurement system
entitled “Covendis” that provides access to pre-approved quality I'T services suppliers. The process of
requisition, interview, and contracting occurs through the system. The rates for different individuals hired for
tasks and services through the system are based on market rates and provide a more efficient engagement of

IT setrvices.

The services would provide temporary staff for the continued support of the Office of Early Childhood. The
authotization is to extend the time and dollar amount of the contract. The amendment addition is $140,320 for
staff augmentation, and will run through September 2020. The total payment to OCIO for the contract life will
be $388,705.

ESTIMATED AMENDMENT COST:
$140,320

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE (e.g., state general funds,
federal Perkins career and technical education funds; federal Title I funds):

The source of funding is to be paid out of Federal Early Childhood Funds.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Dean Folkers, D.M.

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Grant the Commissioner the authority to renew the contract with Borgworks to conduct work in systems of

supportt for Education for Systems Involved Students.
RATIONALE /BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

A recent estimate that neatly 1/3 of Nebraska students are involved with some system directly or indirectly
connected with the formal educational process. The systems range from Special Education Juvenile Justice
and Detention Centers, Probation, Ward of the State, Behavioral and Mental Health, Foster Care, alternative
learning centers, leadership for the AWARE-SEA grant, and others. To support the integration opportunities

that allows for a focus on student success and transitions.

The work of AQuUESTT provides a unique opportunity to build and integrate systems that support every
student, every day. The work of the contract provides a critical integration opportunity among multiple
agencies, programs and services. The formation of advisory and coordination boards in addition to supporting
professional development among a variety of educators are a part of the outcomes associated with the
contract.

ESTIMATED COST: Up to $90,000

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE (e.g,, state general funds,

federal Perkins career and technical education funds; federal Title I funds):

The estimated contract expense for this work would be up to $90,000 provided through indirect cost and
federal funds.

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Dean Folkers, D.M.
PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Grant the Commissioner the authority to renew the contract with partners for the Project AWARE grant from
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The Nebraska Department of Education was awarded a Project AWARE (Advancing Wellness and Resiliency
in Education) State Education Agency Grant through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA), Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) within the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. The State Board of Education authorized the Commissioner to accept the grant at the
October 5, 2018 Board Meeting.

As documented and approved in the grant application, the Department intends to contract with the following
partners through September 30, 2020:

e Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services for staff to assist with project coordination;

e  University of Nebraska—Lincoln Public Policy Center for project evaluation, including data
collection, performance measurement, and written reports;

e  Chadron Public Schools for local project development, implementation, operation, and data
collection;

e  Hastings Public Schools for local project development, implementation, operation, and data

collection, and;
e South Sioux City Community Schools Public Schools for local project development, implementation,

operation, and data collection.
ESTIMATED COST:

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE (e.g,, state general funds,
federal Perkins career and technical education funds; federal Title I funds):

Federal SAMHSA Project AWARE Grant

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

TO: Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Marisol Birth and Brad Dirksen

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Appoint members to the Nebraska Private Postsecondary Career Schools
Advisory Council.

RATIONALE /BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Recommend appointment of Dr. Karim Ghatzai,
Ph.D., Nebraska Institute of Technology; Mark Wehner, Reesults Coaching School of Real Estate; and Jackie
Hornig, Xenon International Academy for the period beginning September 6, 2019 through September 5,
2022.

The applications for Dr. Karim Gharzai, Ph.D., Mark Wehner, and Jackie Hornig are attached, along with a list

of current Advisory Council Members.

The council was established under the provisions of Nebraska Statute, 85-1607. Members of the council
shall include representatives from a business school, a trade or technical school, Better Business Bureau,
and three other distinct areas of education.

Functions of the council are:

1. To advise the department in its administration of the Private Postsecondary Career School Act; and

2. To review the rules and regulations adopted or proposed for adoption by the department and make
recommendations with respect thereto.

ESTIMATED COST: None

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS INDICATE THE FUNDING SOURCE (e.g,, state general funds,

federal Perkins career and technical education funds; federal Title I funds):

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP ON

THE NEBRASKA PRIVATE POSTSECONDARY
CAREER SCHOOLS ADVISORY COUNCIL

The purpose ofthis formis to obtain general information for use in appointing members of committees, councils, and
consortiums approved by the Nebraska State Board of Education. If you have recently prepared a biography or resume, please

attach it to this form.

NAME Jacqueline J Hernig

RESIDENCE 6241 South 118" Plaza Omaha 68137 Douglas
WORK ADDRESS 8456 Park Drive Omaha 68127

TELEPHONE 402-679-0000 402-697-2398

OCCUPATION

In which Nebraska State Board of Education district do youlive? 2

Please provide the following information, check all categories which you represent, and complete pages 2
and 3 of this form. Information provided in this section will assist our staff and the State Board in making

selections.

Check category (ies) which you represent:
[ Cosmetology/Barbering

[ ] Better Business Bureau

[ ] Business

] Massage Therapy

[C¥Nail Technology

[] Real Estate

[iLA Trade or Technical

[ ] Truck Driving

[} Other Sector of Private Postsecondary Career School




Please provide additional supportive information about yourself and your experiences. Include membership
of organizations related to this position, membership of any board, commission, council, or committee you
have served in the past, honors or awards received, and other volunteer activities.

Serve as State Captain for The Professional Beauty Industry- ProBeauty.org. State Captains serve as
Advocates for the beauty professionals in our respective states.

Sit on the NE Cosmetology, Electrology, Esthetics, Nail Technology and Body Art Board

I currently hold the position representing school owners

Member of American Association of Cosmetology Schools for over 20 years.

Hold Cosmetology and Cosmetology Instructor license in Nebraska

have held a Solicitors permit in the State of Nebraska for too many years to remember.

Served a term on the Tuition Recovery Council as well as a term on this Advisory Councll

Please explain your interestin serving on the Nebraska Private Postsecondary Career Schools Advisory
Council:

I have 32 years professional experience in the state of Nebraska. Licensed Instructor,
Financial Aid Administrator, Admission Representative, schoo!l administrator as well as
school owner of a school that has maintained and /or exceeded the expectations of its
oversite organizations.

| feel | have valuable experience and knowledge in many areas of private postsecondary
education that may be of value the council.

Listemploymenthistory, beginning with current experience; include volunteer activities. Aresumeor
additional information is optional.

| have been employed at Xenon International Academy for 32 years. | have held a Cosmetology
license as well as a Cosmetology Instructors license in Nebraska since 1987,

Volunteer work with Inner Beauty speciaity salon for cancer survivors at Methodist Hospital

Volunteer Methedist Hospital
Volunteer services for Homeless Connect Omaha annual event




List schools attended (including high school), location, dates, major field of study or degree received.

Abraham Lincoln High School — Council Bluffs IA, Graduated May 1980

Stewarts School of Hair Styling Council Biuffs IA Graduated Sept 1982- lowa Cosmetology License
Stewarts School of Hairstyling Council Bluffs IA Earned lowa Cosmetology Instructor License

Xenon International School of Hair Design Omaha NE 1987 Earned Nebraska Cosmetology Instructor License

Listnames, addresses, and telephone numbers of atleast three persons who may be contacted for

references.

Name Address Phone Number

William C Peel 2105 S 189" Circle 402-681-3699
Omaha NE 68130

Name Address Phone Number

Linda Melia 43 Swan Shores Drive 402-960-3673
Sagle ID 83864

Name Address Phone Number

Steve Schrader 924 South 130 Street 402-981-7342
Omaha NE 68154

Signature of applicant

WWZ / /@.@n vate  Hirg /9 70/9
J 7 7 o




Please return completed form to:

Marisol Birth, Program Director

Private Postsecondary Career Schools

and Veterans Education

Nebraska DepartmentofEducation

301 Centennial Mall South

PO Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 OR E-MAIL TO: marisol.birth@nebraska.gov

Questions concerning this form should be directed to Marisol Birth at 402-471-4825.

T STATESTAFFUSEONLY

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE A

-~ Appointment notapprovediat




APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP ON
THE NEBRASKA PRIVATE POSTSECONDARY

CAREER SCHOOLS ADVISORY COUNCIL

The purpose of this form is to obtain general information for use in appointing members of committees, councils, and
consortiums approved by the Nebraska State Board of Education. If you have recently prepared a biography or resume, please
attach it to this form.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Karim Gharzai
NAME (first) (middle initial) (last)

6710 Amhurst Dr. Lincoln 68510 Lancaster
RESIDENCE (street) (city) (zip) (county)

1145 North Cotner Blvd Lincoln 68505
WORK ADDRESS (street) (city) (zip)

402-464-8484 402-464-8484

TELEPHONE (residence) (work)
College Administrator
OCCUPATION

In which Nebraska State Board of Education district do you live? 1

Please provide the following information, check all categories which you represent, and complete pages 2
and 3 of this form. Information provided in this section will assist our staff and the State Board in making
selections.

Check category(ies) which you represent:

[] Cosmetology/Barbering
[ ] Better Business Bureau
[ ] Business

[ ] Massage Therapy

[] Nail Technology

[ ] Real Estate

X Trade or Technical

[] Truck Driving

[_] Other Sector of Private Postsecondary Career School



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please provide additional supportive information about yourself and your experiences. Include membership
of organizations related to this position, membership of any board, commission, council, or committee you
have served in the past, honors or awards received, and other volunteer activities.

Over 39 years of experience with business and industries and teaching classes in trades and vocational
technology at University of Nebraska, Doane University, Gateway Electronics Institute, Southeast
Community College and Nebraska Institute of Technology. Also experience with consumer electronics
service and repair and in working as industrial engineer in robotics and automation, biological systems
engineering, and more (please see resume on file).

Member, PPCS Advisory Council, Trades and Technical, 2016 to present.

Member of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce.

Certificate of Appreciation, US Department of Labor, 2009.

Certified Welder, 45G SME Code, Boilers and Pressure Vessels, 1980.

Please explain your interest in serving on the Nebraska Private Postsecondary Career Schools Advisory
Council:

To help the Nebraska PPCS with advising in trades, technical and industrial training affairs.

EMPLOYMENT

List employment history, beginning with current experience; include volunteer activities. A resume or
additional information is optional.

Over 39 years of teaching classes in trades and vocational technology at University of Nebraska, Doane
University, Gateway Electronics Institute, Southeast Community College and Nebraska Institute of
Technology (please see resume on file for details ).




EDUCATION

List schools attended (including high school), location, dates, major field of study or degree received.

PhD and Masters in Science, Engineering and Technology with additional six degrees and diplomas in the
areas of trades, industry and applied technologies including electronics, computer science, machining,
automotive and welding technology (see resume on file for details).

Universities and Colleges attended:
University of Nebraska, Masters and PhD; The American University of Beirut in Lebanon, Masters: Kabul
University-Afghanistan in association with University of Wyoming, Bachelors;; Habibia High School, Kabul

Afghanistan.

REFERENCES

List names, addresses, and telephone numbers of at least three persons who may be contacted for
references.

Brad Dirksen 301 Centennial Mall S 402-471-4825
Name Address Phone Number
Yvette Martin 301 Centennial Mall S 402-471-4827
Name Address Phone Number
Julie Katt 301 Centennial Mall S 402-471-4826
Name Address Phone Number
7PN K hava 712512019
Signature of applicant Date

Please return completed form to:

Marisol Birth, Ph.D, Program Director
Private Postsecondary Career Schools
and Veterans Education

Nebraska Department of Education
301 Centennial Mall South

PO Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 OR E-MAIL TO: marisol.birth@nebraska.gov



Questions concerning this form should be directed to Marisol Birth at 402-471-4825.

STATE STAFF USE ONLY
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE AND DISTRICT

RECOMMENDING STAFF PERSON

Appointment approved at State Board of Education meeting.
meeting

Appointment not approved at State Board of Education meeting.
meeting




Dr. Karim Gharzai, Ph.D.
Curriculum Vitae (in Brief)
P.O. Box 5445
Lincoln, NE 68505, USA
Phone: US - Mobile: (402) 560-4174
Business Email: Dr.Gharzai@PolytecUSA.org; Persamadil: Gharzai@hotmail.com

Areas of Expertise:Interdisciplinary vocational and industrial traigimmanufacturing, prototype building
Career Summary: Over thirty years of teaching at colleges and usit levels covering diverse areas of applied
sciences, engineering, trades, and industrial tdobies including: computer science, electronicachine tool,
automotive, drafting, manufacturing, fabricationdavelding technologies; personal mentor, constitiad advisor.
Industrial and manufacturing engineer, biologiesearch and process engineer, mechanical desigrodrodics and
automated systems, industrial systems control ¢@mdand vocational trainer, providing custominedistrial training,
teaching industry workers improved manufacturinghods, providing manufacturing solutions to indystients,
streamlining industrial processes, and developimgroved manufacturing and maintenance procedures.

Extended Professional Experience

Founder/Professor and President 1997 — Present

Nebraska Institute of Technology — Lincoln, Nebead#SA

» Established the Nebraska Institute of Technologgichted to helping the Nebraska businesses angtiiek.
* Providing training to industries in a wide arraynafnufacturing, automations, and productivity iny@nments.

Professor (University of Nebraska, Doane College o8theast Community College) 1980 — 2010

Southeast Community College (SCC) — Lincoln, Nelkmat)SA

« Taught a variety of classes in diverse areas degand industry at SCC for graduate and undergtaditudents of
the University of Nebraska-Teachers College, Depant of Vocational Industrial Education.

« Taught finite mathematics, statistics, and infoioratechnology classes for Doane College in Lincoln

» Taught a variety of industrial classes in divensaa of trades and industry for several departmar8<C.

« Taught basic to advanced classes in electronice@amguter science for SCC and local industriestarsihesses.

» Taught specialized classes in manufacturing, wgldimachining, and fabrication for SCC and localistdes.

Professor/Department Head 1992 — 1996

Gateway Electronics Institute — Lincoln and Omaledtdska, USA

« Developed curriculum, taught courses in all lewdlslectronics and computer hardware and servicing.
« Developed curriculum, taught courses in computegmmming and applications software.

* Managed the electronics and computer science degars; hired, trained, and evaluated instructors.

Designer/ Manufacturing Engineer 1991 — 1992

Automated Concepts — Council Bluffs, lowa, USA

» Provided interface between engineering and marwiact floor for improved fabrication process.

* Oversaw the design process, made corrections dneargg prints and redlined robotic systems design
» Designed systems, procured parts and equipmesdnstined the engineering design process for unifgrm

Process Engineer and Director 1990 — 1991

Kamterter Inc. — Lincoln, Nebraska, USA

« Managed ornamental and vegetable seed physioleggarch and dry matrix seed germination priminggss.
» Directed and planned laboratory research, designddabricated lab equipment, and built automaystems.

« Mastered the physiologic process of seed primireg@gration for assured germination and for drylagritalture.

Research and Extension Agronomist 1973 — 1975

Ministry of Agriculture — Kabul, Afghanistan

» Director of agricultural extension service, Dehdadazar-e-Sharif, Balkh Province, Northern Afghaais

* Research agronomist, plant breeding; Darul-Amant@klmternational Research Station, Kabul, Afglssani.
» Presented a comprehensive overhaul plan of thealigtan agricultural system to the Minister of Agiture.

Education; Over 1000 college credits in Science, Bmeering, and Technology, resulting in the followig awards:

« PhD: Science & Biological Systems Engineering; énsity of Nebraska — Lincoln, Nebraska, USA 1979 — 1984

« MS: Agronomy and Quantitative Genetics; UniversitiNebraska — Lincoln, Nebraska, USA 1977 - 1979

e MS Program: Agriculture; The American UniversityBeirut (AUB), Beirut, Lebanon 1975 -1976

« BS: Plant Science, under University of Wyoming Rgculty at Kabul University; Kabul, Afghanistaril968 — 1973

* AAS(X4): Welding Technology, (Analog) Electroniceedhnology, (Digital) Electronics Technology; Autotive
Technology; Diploma (X2), Machine Tool Technologyicrocomputer Applications Technology 1979 — 1989



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP ON
THE NEBRASKA PRIVATE POSTSECONDARY

CAREER SCHOOLS ADVISORY COUNCIL

The purpose of this form is to obtain general information for use in appointing members of committees, councils, and
consortiums approved by the Nebraska State Board of Education. If you have recently prepared a biography or resume, please
attach it to this form.
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OCCUPATION

In which Nebraska State Board of Education district do you live? s /ﬂ&/éM J‘)

Please provide the following information, check all categories which you represent, and complete pages 2
and 3 of this form. Information provided in this section will assist our staff and the State Board in making
selections.

Check category(ies) which you represent:

[] Cosmetology/Barbering
[_] Better Business Bureau
[ ] Business

[ ] Massage Therapy

[ ] Nail Technology

Real Estate

[ ] Trade or Technical

[] Truck Driving

[_] Other Sector of Private Postsecondary Career School



Please provide additional supportive information about yourself and your experiences. Include membership
of organizations related to this position, membership of any board, commission, council, or committee you
have served in the past, honors or awards received, and other volunteer activities.
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Please explain your interest in serving on the Nebraska Private Postsecondary Career Schools Advisory
Council:
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List employment history, beginning with current experience; include volunteer activities. A resume or
additional information is optional.
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List schools attended (including high school), location, dates, major field of study or degree received.
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List names, addresses, and telephone numbers of at least three persons who may be contacted for
references.
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Signature of abBIicant

Please return completed form to:

Marisol Birth, Program Director
Private Postsecondary Career Schools
and Veterans Education

Nebraska Department of Education
301 Centennial Mall South

PO Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 OR E-MAIL TO: marisol.birth@nebraska.gov

L,

Date

Questions concerning this form should be directed to Marisol Birth at 402-471-4825.

STATE STAFF USE ONLY

RECOMMENDING STAFF PERSON

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE AND DISTRICT

Appointment approved at

Appointment not approved at

meeting

meeting

State Board of Education meeting.

State Board of Education meeting.




Mook Wl

Administrative Office
16616 Jackson Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68118

R EéS ULTS (402) 676-0101
COACHING" E-mail: mwehner@reesultscoaching.com

SCHOOL OF REAL ESTATE

Professional Resume of Mark T. Wehner
REE, CRB, ABRM, CRS, ABR, GRI, CREN, NHS, e-PRO,

Professional Experience:

1976-1980:
1980-2010:
1980-Present:
1976-1982:
1982-1988:
1988-1990:

1990-1991:
1991-1994:

1994-1998:
1998-1999:
1999-2007:
2007-2016:
2002-Present:
2000-Present:

2005-Present:
2015-Present:

2015-2017:
2016-Present:
2017-2019:

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson-Nebraska
Licensed Real Estate Broker-lowa
Licensed Real Estate Broker-Nebraska
Employee, Sales & Associate Broker, Wehner Real Estate
Broker, M. T. Wehner & Company Real Estate
Associate Broker & Director of Special Marketing
CBS Real Estate
Assistant Manager, CBS Real Estate-West Dodge Office
Vice President, CBS Real Estate
Sales Manager, CBS Real Estate-West Dodge Office
Senior Vice President, General Sales Manager, CBS Real Estate
General Manager-Director of Business Development CBSHOME Real Estate
Sales Manager, CBSHOME Real Estate Company
Senior Vice President, Agent Development, NP Dodge Real Estate
Pre-License Real Estate Education Course Instructor-Nebraska
Independent Certified Real Estate Continuing Education Provider

In Nebraska, and Nationally by Sponsorships
President & CEO-Founder: Mark Wehner’s REEsults Coaching™
President & CEO-Founder-Instructor: REEsults Coaching™ School of

Real Estate-Nebraska Department of Education
Radio Show Host: REEthink Everything-94 5FM & 104.5 AM-Omaha, NE
New Agent Training-Berkshire HomeServices-Ambassador Real Estate
Subject Matter Expert (SME)-Pearson VUE Real Estate Exam Provider

“When you absolutely...positively... MUST SUCCEED!”



Professional Association Memberships & Involvement:

National Association of REALTORS (NAR)
REALTOR Information Network (RIN), 1994 National Advisory Committee

Nebraska REALTORS Association (NRA)

1990-1992:  Multiple Listing Policy Committee

1991-1992:  Governmental Affairs Committee

1992-1993:  Risk Reduction Committee

1995-1999:  Board of Directors, Large Company Representative
1998-1999:  Statewide MLS (Provider Selection) Task Force
1999: Strategic Planning Committee

2016-2018 Grievance Committee

Omaha Area Board of REALTORS (OABR)

1987-1988:  Forms Committee

1988-1989:  Grievance Committee

1991-1992:  Board of Directors - Ex Officio

1993-1994:  Tax Valuation Committee

2008-2012:  Board of Directors

2012-2103:  Secretary/Treasurer

2013-2014:  President Elect

2014-2015:  President

2015-2016:  Ex-Officio Member of the Board of Directors

Omaha Area Board of REALTORS Multiple Listing Service:

1988-1992:  MLS Board of Directors
1989-1990:  MLS Secretary/Treasurer
1990-1991:  MLS President Elect
1991-1992:  MLS President

1992-1993:  MLS President - Ex Officio
1995-1998:  MLS Board of Directors

1990-2017:

Women's Council of REALTORS (WCR)

General Member

Nebraska Real Estate Commission:

1994-Present: Certified Continuing Education Instructor
-Author of over 90 real estate commission approved continuing
education and broker approved training real estate courses.
2015-Present: Approved Real Estate Pre-License Instructor

-Author of all the approved course curriculum and text books for the following
classes: Real Estate Principles and Practice, Real Estate Finance, and
Nebraska License Law

State of Nebraska Department of Education:
2015-Present: CEO/Founder of REEsults Coaching School of Real Estate
2016-Present: Member-Private Postsecondary Career Schools Advisory Council

University of Nebraska at Omaha:
2016-Present: Member-Real Estate College Advisory Council



Metropolitan Omaha Builder’s Association (MOBA):
1993-1998: CBS Real Estate Representative
1983-2016: Affiliate Member-NP Dodge Real Estate

Professional Designations:
Real Estate Entrepreneur (REE):
- This designation is awarded to real estate agents that successfully
complete THE REEMarkable Real Estate Series, a program that applies
entrepreneurial business practices to increase productivity and profitability.

Certified Real Estate Brokerage Manager (CRB):
- Fewer than 1% of all REALTORS and only 5% of Owner REALTORS and Real
Estate Broker Managers have attained this designation for achieving a superior level
of experience, education and expertise.

Accredited Buyer Representative Manager (ABRM)
- Fewer than .10% of all REALTORS have attained this designation by distinguishing

themselves through education as an exclusive buyer representative manager.

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS):
- Fewer than 2% of all Real Estate Licensees and fewer than 4% of all REALTORS
have attained this designation by distinguishing themselves through education,
experience, performance and dedication.

Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR):
- Fewer than 25% of all REALTORS have attained this designation by distinguishing
themselves through education as an exclusive buyer representative.

Graduate REALTORS Institute (GRI):
= Fewer than 10% of all Nebraska Real Estate Licensees have

successfully completed the professional curriculum necessary to
graduate from the REALTOR Institute.

Certified Real Estate Negotiator (CREN)
- Fewer than 1% of all REALTORS have earned this new designation focusing
on the value, language and techniques involved in successful
real estate negotiations.

REALTOR Internet Professional (e-PRO)

- Only 3% of all REALTORS nationwide have successfully completed
this comprehensive internet marketing curriculum designed to help
REALTORS create an effective on-line presence for today’s real
estate consumers.

New Home Specialist (NHS)
- Exclusive to NP Dodge Real Estate Company, Omaha, Nebraska. Mark
Wehner is the author and instructor for this course that focuses on the sale,
marketing and representation of new construction homes.

Nationally...Mark Wehner is the only REALTOR in the nation to have attained



the REE, CRB, ABRM, CRS, ABR, GRI, CREN, e-PRO & NHS professional
and REALTOR Designations!

Individual Real Estate Sales Production
From 1988-1991, with over 300 sales associates, Mark & Therese Wehner consistently
ranked in CBS Real Estate’s “Top 10” Sales Associates each year, as residential
brokerage company with over 500 million dollars in annual closed sales

Office and Agent Productivity
Since 1991, as an office sales manager and real estate career coach, Mark T. Wehner’s
office increased productivity from just under $100,000,000 to over $275,000,000 in
annual sales volume for offices under his leadership and entrepreneurial coaching.

During this same period, individual agent productivity increased from $1,200,000 to
over $3,780,000 in average annual closed sales volume.

His agent’s commission income increased from an average of $15,000-$20,000 to
$18,000-$27,500+ per millio