NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

Meeting Date:
Meeting Title:

Location:

Agenda:

Interpreter:

Website:

Lunch:

NOTIFICATION AND AGENDA
Friday, May 3, 2024 9:00 AM
State Board of Education Meeting Notification and Agenda
NDE Office Building
Board Room

500 South 84th Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

Except for emergency items added at the time of the meeting, the
agenda will not be changed less than 24 hours prior to the start of the
meeting and any changes will be immediately posted on the website.

The Board will attempt to adhere to the sequence of the published
agenda, but reserves the right to adjust the order of items if necessary
and may elect to take action on any of the items listed.

If you need interpreter services or other reasonable accommodations,
please contact the Nebraska Department of Education at (402) 471-5059
five (5) days prior to the meeting to coordinate arrangements.

An electronic version of the agenda and support materials are available
on the State Board of Education’s Agenda

page: www.education.ne.gov/stateboard/state-board-agendas/

On Friday, May 3, 2024, the State Board of Education may also take a
recess for lunch. The Board may resume work on the agenda at
approximately 1:00 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER (The Board may take a recess)
President Tegtmeier

1.1. Roll Call

President Tegtmeier

1.2. Pledge of Allegiance
President Tegtmeier

1.3. Announcement of the placement of the Open Meetings Act information
President Tegtmeier

2. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
President Tegtmeier

2.1. Adopt the Resolution proclaiming May as Foster Care Awareness Month
Lane Carr


http://www.education.ne.gov/stateboard/state-board-agendas/

2.2. Adopt the Resolution to Recognize Nebraska PK-12 Educators for Teacher
Appreciation Month

2.3. Update on the Success Made Accessible Through Rural Tutoring (Nebraska SMART)
program
Lane Carr

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT
Commissioner Maher

3.1. Agenda Overview and Consent Agenda Process
Commissioner Maher

3.1.A. Commissioner's recommendations and items to be removed from consent
agenda
Commissioner Maher

3.2. Exempt School Update
Commissioner Maher

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
President Tegtmeier

CONSENT AGENDA
President Tegtmeier

5.1. Board Member Out-of-State Travel Approval
5.2. Committee Appointments
5.3. Contract Approvals
5.3.A. Authorize the Commissioner to renew the contract for services and support
to Nebraska’s Priority Schools
Amy Rhone and Shirley Vargas
5.3.B.  Authorize the Commissioner to approve the renewal of 2024-2025 medical
consultant contracts for the Office of Disability Determinations

Krysti Michl

5.3.C.  Authorize the Commissioner to renew a contract to support the prevention

of youth tobacco use and prevention education for local education agencies
Zainab Rida

5.4. Grant Approvals

54.A.  Authorize the Commissioner to approve grants to fund the Farly Learning
Connection Training Coordination system
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5.5.

5.6.

5.7.

Melody Hobson

5.4.B. Authorize the Commissioner to approve grant renewals to operate the

T.E.A.C.H Early Childhood Nebraska® Scholarship program
Melody Hobson

5.4.C. Authorize the Commissioner to approve continuation grants for early

childhood coach consultation
Melody Hobson

54.D.  Authorize the Commissioner to approve a grant renewal to fund the Child

Care Wage$ program
Melody Hobson

Lease Approvals
Minutes of the Previous State Board of Education Meeting

Miscellaneous Approvals

5.7.A.  Approve spending authority to the Commissioner for annual replacement of

technology and renewal of software licenses
Tibor Moldovan

5.7.B.  Approve the attached Special Grant Fund List for 2024 /25 School District

Budgeting
Bryce Wilson

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
President Tegtmeier

6.1.

6.2.

Executive Committee
President Tegtmeier

6.1.A.  Discussion Item: Commissionet's Appraisal Process
6.1.B. Discussion Item: Legislative Priorities for 2025-2027 Biennium

Budget and Finance Committee
Patsy Koch Johns

6.2.A.  Monthly Board Travel Expense Reports

6.2.B. Action Item: Accept the 2023 Single Audit Report

6.2.C. Action Item: Accept the 2023 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report

(ACFR) Audit



6.2.D.  Action Item: Approve funding recommendations for the 21st Century
Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Grant Program

6.2.E. Action Item: Authorize the Commissioner to accept funds to support the
development and continued support of Statewide Family Engagement Centers

6.2.F. Action Item: Authorize the Commissioner to amend a contract for providing
additional training for tier two interventions to address the mental health needs of

students

6.2.G.  Action Item: Authorize the Commissioner to approve the School Safety and
Security-Related Infrastructure Grants

6.2.H. Action Item: Authorize the Commissioner to amend the contract for the
Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer (SEBT) program

6.2.1 Action Item: Approve new and expansion early childhood education
program grants

6.2.]. Action Item: Authorize the Commissioner to contract to create
microcredential courses to support leadership development

6.2K.  Action Item: Issue subawards and contracts to carry out the provisions of the
Nebraska Statewide Educational Programs and Support Services for Children who

are Deaf or Hard of Hearing State Plan and the duties listed within

6.2.L. Action Item: Issue subawards to carry out the Federal IDEA Part B grant
continuation activities

6.2.M. Action Item: Issue subawards to carry out the Federal IDEA Part C grant
continuation activities

6.3. Planning and Evaluation Committee
Sherry Jones

6.3.A.  Action Item: Approve Nonpublic schools for the 2024-2025 school year
6.3.B. Discussion Item: Conditional approval of new non-public schools

6.3.C. Discussion Item: Approval of Interim-Program Schools for the 2024-2025
school year

6.3.D.  Discussion Item: Accreditation of current accredited public, nonpublic, and
special purpose schools

6.3.E. Discussion Item: Accreditation of Educational Service Units
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6.3.F. Discussion Item: Approve educator preparation programs for the 2024-2025
school year

6.3.G.  Discussion Item: Development of Model Dress Code Policy

6.4. Rules and Regulations Committee
Lisa Fricke

6.4.A. Report On Rules

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS
President Tegtmeier

INFORMATION ITEMS AND REPORTS
President Tegtmeier

8.1. Contracts Approved by Commissioner
8.2. Grants Approved by Commissioner
8.3. Written Public Comment (None Submitted)

GOOD OF THE ORDER

This section of the agenda is intended for Board members to offer informal observations of
the work of the State Board. Board members may make brief announcements about
attendance at future events for the purpose of informing other Board members. No
business or motions, or suggested actions of the Board may be offered at this point in the
agenda; nor should Board members engage in substantive discussion about other agenda
items or introduce new agenda items.

President Tegtmeier

ADJOURNMENT
President Tegtmeier

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the State Board of Education will be held on
Friday, June 7, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. in Lincoln, Nebraska. As needed, a work session will be
held on Thursday, June 6, 2024 in Lincoln, Nebraska.

The agenda contains a list of subjects known at the time of its distribution on April 25,
2024. A copy of the agenda reflecting any changes will be available for public inspection
during the normal business hours in the Office of the Commissioner of Education and on
the State Board of Education's Agenda page: www.education.ne.gov/stateboard/state-
board-agendas/. Except for items of an emergency nature, the agenda will not be changed later than 24
hours before the scheduled commencement of the meeting.


http://www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas.html
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DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 .
; education.ne.gov
FAX  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

Foster Care Awareness Month
May 2024

WHEREAS, there are over 6,000 children served by the foster care system in Nebraska;

WHEREAS, students involved in the foster care system face unique challenges, including
mobility, housing, disruptions in education, access to healthcare, mental health, and systems
involvement;

WHEREAS, children served by the foster care system in Nebraska may spend as many as
20 months away from their home, and on average are served by 2.4 to 4 out-of-home placements;

WHEREAS, these challenges often lead to lower graduation rates for students in the foster
care system, with 55% graduating on time during the 2022-23 school year;

WHEREAS, raising awareness of foster care promotes achievement for youth in the
program and connects families and children to resources;

WHEREAS, supporting youth in the child welfare system requires empathy, training,
funding, a multi-agency approach, and intensive support from community partners;

WHEREAS, policymakers, school leaders, teachers, and community members should
elevate youth voices to better support children served by the foster care system; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, the Nebraska State Board of Education recognizes May as Foster Care
Awareness Month;

RESOLVED, the State Board of Education directs the Nebraska Department of Education
to raise awareness of the challenges of children involved in the foster care system and share
resources for students, schools, districts, and the community;

RESOLVED, the State Board reaffirms its commitment to coordinating cross-agency data
sharing and leadership in improving the education and lifetime outcomes of youth involved in the
foster care system;

RESOLVED, the State Board encourages school districts to raise awareness and provide
resources for their families and children involved in the foster care system, their unique educational
needs, and opportunities to improve their systems for supporting youth; and

RESOLVED, the State Board encourages communities and school districts to elevate youth
voices of those who are or have been involved in foster care through the advocacy of their personal
experiences, viewpoints, and ideas for systemic changes to better serve all Nebraska’s learners.

Signed on behalf of the Nebraska State Board of Education, this 3rd day of May 2024.

Elizabeth Tegtmeier, President Deborah Neary, Vice President

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 .
; education.ne.gov
FAX  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

Resolution to Recognize Nebraska PK-12 Educators for
Teacher Appreciation Month

WHEREAS, Nebraska public and nonpublic PK-12 teachers and paraprofessionals have
experienced extreme workplace challenges in the past three years;

WHEREAS, Nebraska depends on PK-12 educators to shape our future generations;
WHEREAS, cach day more than 25,000 teachers impact the lives of 360,000 students;

WHEREAS, the success of our children, communities, state, and nation are considerably
influenced by exemplary teachers who devote their lives to helping youth excel;

WHEREAS, Nebraska PK-12 educators work tirelessly to prioritize the academic and non-
academic needs of their students;

WHEREAS, educators spend countless hours preparing lessons, creating safe school
cultures, building partnerships with families and communities, collaborating with colleagues, and
reflecting on and improving their profession;

WHEREAS, many educators have been tasked with additional duties during this time of
national teacher shortages;

WHEREAS, Nebraska PK-12 educators have persisted through three challenging school
years and continue to serve all students entrusted to their charge; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education recognizes Nebraska PK-12 educators for
their commitment and dedication to their students, families, and the communities in which they
serve. The State Board of Education recognizes the efforts of Nebraska PK-12 educators and the
importance of their work to providing high-quality learning experiences for all students in all of
Nebraska’s schools,

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education hereby declares May Teacher
Appreciation Month, and

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education encourages local boards of education and
governing bodies to similarly celebrate and honor their teachers. Signed on behalf of the Nebraska
State Board of Education, this 3rd day of May 2024.

Elizabeth Tegtmeier, President Deborah Neary, Vice President

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL 402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 .
. education.ne.gov
Fax  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: April 15, 2024

TO: Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Lane Carr
Administrator, Office of Policy and Strategic Initiatives

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Provide an update on the Success Made Accessible Through
Rural Tutoring (Nebraska SMART) program

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Special Presentation

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

In May 2023, the State Board approved funding for Innovative Grant projects, including a
partnership with the Nebraska State College System to create a rural tutoring network, called
Nebraska SMART. Since that time, the NSCS system has hired a statewide and three local
coordinators, branded and deployed the rural tutoring program, and begun planning for expansion.

During this presentation, members of the Nebraska SMART team will share highlights from first
year of the program, provide insights and eatly evaluation, share next steps, and answer questions.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): May 2024
ESTIMATED COST: N/A

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:
e Indicate the Funding Source: N/A
e New or Renewal: N/A
e If renewal, date of first approval: N/A

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT:
e Indicate the method of procurement: N/A
e Rationale for method of procurement: N/A

e Rationale for contractor selection: N/A

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.


https://www.nscs.edu/nebraskasmart

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:
e Describe the grantee selection process: N/A
e New or Renewal: N/A
o If renewal, date of first approval: N/A
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Nebraska SMART Promotional Video

N E B R A S K A

S M IAl RT

SUCCESS MADE ACCESSIBLE THROUGH RURAL TUTORING

@ Peru

quoroy  OLALE  waYNE

rrrrrrrrrr

Developed by the Nebraska Stafe College System
Funded through a grant from the Nebraska Department of Education
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https://youtu.be/fSd1-uvSJHQ

Implementation Timeline
OCTOBER 2023 NOVEMBER 2023 DECEMBER 2023
« Director began part-time « Named and branded Nebraska SMART

e Met virtually with ESU Superintendents
« Hired Coordinators for each College

« Visited Northern State University « Surveyed Stakeholders

o Contracted with Marketing Firm e Purchased equipment

e Met virtually with College personnel
« Visited Colleges: Identified Tutoring Location, « Signed 2-year contract with Pearl

Met with Chief Information Officers,

e Met virtually with ESU Directors

e Researched tutoring platforms  Created Marketing Materials

Determined process for hiring Tutors

JANUARY 2024

o Advertised Tutor Position

SPRING 2024

o nt

« Director began full-time

« Participated in Pearl Training
for Director and Coordinators

e Hired Tutors
e Promoted Program

« Visited Colleges to train
Tutors

e Conducted “Mock Tutoring”

e Launched website and social
media

« Began live tutoring February 5
o Met bi-weekly with Pearl
e Developed a plan for expansion

e Reported virtually to ESU
Superintendents

e Published monthly Tutor
newsletter, SMART Insights

e Collected Program Feedback
from Tutors, Students, and
Parents

e On-going marketing of program

e On-going mentorship for Tutors

« Evaluate Program
 Revise Program as needed
« Report to Stakeholders

« Attend Professional
Development for Director

» On-going meetings with Pearl

e On-going marketing and
promotion of Program

 Hire and train Tutors

e On-going marketing and
promotion of Program

« On-going mentorship for
Tutors

e On-going meetings with Pearl

Provide Tutoring to:

e All NRCSA member school
districts

« All students within ESUs 1, 4,
and 13

e Non-NRCSA member public
school districts with K-12
district enrollment < 2000

& Nebraska State College System | 3




Chadron State i T -;,,-'
College Tutors — —

with Coordinator X =0 E=E Y (F ' "
Dr. Robin Brierly /-8 Vs 8 R [RNRL

Left to Right b e
Kayleigh: Casper, WY; Elementary | — N  _ Y
Scott: Gillette, WY; Secondary Math i SeER R :

Emma: Rapid City, SD; Elementary '--;; i
Dr. Robin Brierly: CSC Program Coordinator m

Not pictured:
Connor: Alliance, NE; Secondary English

Wyatt: Wright, WY; Secondary Social
Sciences

(B

CHADRON

STATE COLLEGE

& Nebraska State College System | 4



Peru State
College Tutors
with Coordinator
Dr. Gina Bittner

Back Row

Dr. Gina Bittner, PSC Program Coordinator
Rachel: Sabetha, KS; Elementary

Allie: Humphrey, NE; Secondary Science
Addison: Humphrey, NE; Secondary Science
Shawn: Elkhorn, NE; Secondary Social Sciences

Front Row

Layla: Papillion, NE; Elementary

Sidney: Powhattan, KS; Elementary
Savannah: Seneca, KS; Secondary English
Jordan: Omaha, NE; Early Childhood

Not Pictured

Kylee: Bellevue, NE; Elementary

Taylor: Columbus, NE; Educational Studies

& Nebraska State College System | 5



Wayne State
College Tutors
with Coordinator
Tiffany Plager

Back Row
Tiffany Plager: WSC Program Coordinator

Buddy: Broken Bow, NE; Elementary & Middle
Level Math

Emily: Columbus, NE; Elementary & Early
Childhood

Hope: Elementary

Front Row

Mikayla: Coleridge, NE; Secondary English &
Special Ed.

Reese: Herman, NE; Elementary & Special Ed.

Tymarie: Wisner, NE; Elementary & Early
Childhood

Allison: Creston, NE; Elementary & Special Ed.

Bre: Blair, NE; PK-12 Vocal & Instrumental
Music

Not Pictured

Avery: Holdrege, NE; Secondary Science

Kaitlyn: Castana, |A; Secondary Math

Travis: Columbus, NE; Secondary Social Sciences WAYN E

STATE COLLEGE

& Nebraska State College System | 6



Tutors at Work

CHADRON State WAYNE

STATE COLLEGE - CO]lege STATE COLLEGE

& Nebraska State College System | 7



Tutoring Platform Classroom

& Nebraska State College System | 8



Tutoring Platform Classroom
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Tutoring Platform Classroom

&» Nebraska State College System | 10



Students Registered by ESU

ESUT wmESU4 wmESU 13 mUnknown

143 total students registered
157 parents registered

&» Nebraska State College System 11



Sessions Completed by Subject and Grade

70

60

50

40

30

20

3 3
English Math Science Social Studies
46 sessions 150 sessions 6 sessions 4 sessions

mK-5 m6-8 m9-12

206 total sessions completed, over 98 hours of tutoring

&» Nebraska State College System
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Tutoring Times of Day (Central Time)

45
40 39
35
30
25 24

20

3:30-4:00 4:00-4:30 4:30-5:00 5:00-5:30 5:30-6:00 6:00-6:30 6:30-7:00 7:00-7:30

<>>> Nebraska State College System | 13



Sessions Completed by Week

35
30 29

25

25
21 21 21
17
16 16
13
10
7
6

| I I
0

Feb. 5-9 Feb. 12-16 Feb. 19-23  Feb. 26-Mar. 1 Mar. 4-8 Mar. 11-15 Mar. 18-22 Mar. 25-29 Apr. 1-5 Apr. 8-12 Apr. 15-19 Apr. 22-26

2

(@]

1

(@]

1

o
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Parent Feedback

(“Buddy WQas
excellent!l We don't
have sheets come
home from school,
SO No examples to
give him. He is
awesome about
coming up with
problems that will
help my son. Great
tutor!”

“My daughter and | agree that [the
Tutor] did a great job getting [my
daughter] back on topic without
making her feel like she wasn't interested
in her. Relationship is going to be key as
she gets into struggling areas. Allie gave
[my daughter] confidence which made
her feel like she was successful. Math
can be such a mind game for her once
she feels like she can't do it. Thank you
so much for your timelll This was a
wonderful first experience. She did a lot
better than | thought she would...she
definitely doesn't seem like a kid in [a
low] percentile for math. But | can tell
seeing/hearing her with Allie will give me
a better idea of where she is struggling.”

( “My daughter asks

daily if today is
‘Savannah day.’
(Savannah is the
Tutor.) She loves her
short moments with
you and you give her
a little pep in her
review step! Thank

youl!”

&» Nebraska State College System 15



Parent Feedback

“Kayleigh was absolutely
wonderful and so helpful!
She was patient and very
knowledgeable. She
tutored on his level, and he
can't wait to have another
session with her. Thank you!”

“We have only had a few sessions but plan to
start right away with math next year as extra
reinforcement. | let [my daughter's] math
teacher know we were tutoring with this
program from home, and she mentioned [my
daughter] appears more interactive in class and
is asking questions. | think the 1:1 instruction
outside of school helps her feel more confident.
She also enjoys being able to get extra help
without her peers knowing. The college age girls

who are providing these sessions have been “I just wanted to let you
wonderful. | often schedule the sessions based know that it has been very
on upcoming material (I am not always right, or helpful having tutors for
the material agenda changes) but the tutors go the kids! This is such @

with the flow. | appreciate that...Excellent wonderful program!
program. Invaluable resource for my kiddo! Thanks for all you and the
Thank youl” [Tutors] do.”

&» Nebraska State College System | 16



Tutor Feedback

My experience as a Nebraska SMART
Tutor will help me be a better teacher.

0% , 0%

10%

m Strongly Disagree = Disagree = Neutral = Agree mStrongly Agree

&» Nebraska State College System 17



Rewarding Aspects of Serving as a Tutor

* Experiencing the “ah-ha” moments when helping students.

* Returning students who said they passed their tests or brought their grades
up due to tutoring.

* Seeing a student happy while also learning and wanting to return for another
session.

* Receiving comments on post-session surveys from students stating that
tutoring helped them better understand a concept.

* Seeing smiles on students’ faces when they figured out a difficult concept!
* Helping students better understand content they are learning in school.
* Seeing a student grow over several weeks of recurrent sessions.

* Helping students with what they were struggling with! It can be humbling for
a student to admit they need extra help, but being able to provide that extra
help and see them succeed was so rewarding.

&» Nebraska State College System | 18



Skills/Knowledge Tutors Gained/Developed as a Result of Tutoring

* Finding creative ways to help students learn.

* Using resources and technology to improve teaching.

* Applying teaching methods learned in teacher education courses.
* Increasing subject knowledge.

* Working one-on-one with students.

* Meeting students where they are and building their knowledge.

* Interacting with students who struggle to grasp a concept.

&» Nebraska State College System | 19



Program Expansion Announcement for Fall 2024

Eligible School Districts Include:

* All NRCSA member school
districts

« Non-NRCSA member school
districts with district enrollments
less than 2000 students

« Those currently served in
Educational Service Units 1, 4,
and 13

The expansion will more than triple
the current student base.

&» Nebraska State College System | 20



Program Expansion: NRCSA Member Districts

WAYNE

[ ]
STANTON

°
BUTLERg

17

@SEWARD

Cl0 |
FILLMORE SALINE®

JEGFERSON
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For more information, visit:
www.nscs.edu/nebraskasmart

Questions, comments, or concerns?
Email: nebraskasmart@nscs.edu

f

Facebook: Instagram: X (Twitter):
facebook.com/nebraskasmart/ @nebraskasmart @nesmarttutor

&» Nebraska State College System 22
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Questions or Comments?e

@ Nebraska State College System | 23



N EBRA S K A

SMART

SUCCESS MADE ACCESSIBLE THROUGH RURAL TUTORING

Nebraska State College System 24



Out-State Travel Authorization Reports - May

Trip Request (i.e. 1st, 2nd,

Name Event Name Date Location Other)
. . Transforming School Systems Through .
Lisa Fricke Whole Child State Strategies 06/11/24-06/13/24 |Washington, DC Ist
Jacquelyn Morrison  [(NONE)
Deborah Neary (NONE)

Kirk Penner (NONE)




Out-State Travel Authorization Reports - May

Trip Request (i.e. 1st, 2nd,

Name Event Name Date Location Other)

Patsy Koch Johns (NONE)

Patti Gubbels (NONE)
NASBE New Member Institute and

Elizabeth Tegtmeier JEducation Commission of the States July 8-12, 2024 Washington, DC 1st
National Forum
NASBE New Member Institute and

Sherry Jones Education Commission of the States July 8-12, 2024 Washington, DC Tst

National Forum




DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 .
; education.ne.gov
FAX  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: April 17, 2024

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Amy Rhone, Administrator — The Office of Special Education
Shirley Vargas, ED.L.D. — School Transformation Officer

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Contract for services and support to Nebraska’s Priority Schools.
AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other): Contract

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Per 79-760.07 R.R.S., the State Boatd is required to
designate no less than three Priority Schools. As part of the supports provided by the NDE, external
consultants have been contracted to provide intensive supports for Priority Schools based on school needs,
including diagnostic reviews, on-site observation and coaching with administrators, school improvement
planning and implementation of Progress Plans, partnership, and skill-building with NDE statf, and off-site
support and follow-up.

TNTP was selected in June 2022 through a competitive negotiation process — Request for Proposals
REFP.NDERFP.220320. This vendor has been working with the current Priority Schools and with through
board approval of the original contract date and additional year approval in May of 2023.

The original request for proposals contained a request for support for a culture shift (AQuESTT: Educator
Effectiveness, Leadership, Postsecondary, Career, & Civic Readiness, Student Achievement and Growth)
with four priority areas: well-rounded student services, culturally responsive and trauma-informed practices,
family-community engagement in learning, and inclusive learning environments. Initially, Isanti Community
Schools planned on obtaining the support to achieve this transformation outside of the TNTP contract
supports. After a several changes in staff and processes, it has become evident for the need to provide this
support originally planned in the TNTP contract.

The NDE, Office of Special Education plans to renew the contract with TNTP to be able to provide support
systems in identifying the key levers to increase instructional access for students with disabilities as originally
requested.

A core challenge for Isanti Community Schools is aligning the program for special education students to their
needs and the larger instructional model, staffing the program and developing educators to deliver high
quality instruction for all students. This challenge coincides with a new model for special education

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




leadership (with Principals serving as the accountable administrators alongside a Special Education
Coordinator) and a continued flag for a high percentage of students identified for special education setrvices.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): May 2024

ESTIMATED COST: $200,000

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:

e Indicate the Funding Source: Federal, IDEA — Part B-611 Funding
The Office of Special Education, annually budgets for school improvement activities within the IDEA — Part B federal
application for use of funds.

e New or Renewal: Renewal
e If renewal, date of first approval: June 2022

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT:
¢ Indicate the method of procurement: Competitive Negotiation (Request for Proposal)

e Rationale for method of procurement: Ensure multiple potential contractors with various experiences
and expertise could demonstrate their approach to supporting underperforming schools through a
proposal — that addresses the various needs of the identified schools or potential new schools.

e Rationale for contractor selection: This vendor was the top scoring from a panel of five NDE
employees. The vendor demonstrated the skills, abilities, and proved track record of support
underperforming schools.

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:
e Describe the grantee selection process:



DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 .
; education.ne.gov
FAX  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE
DATE: April 17, 2024

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Krysti Michl, Administrator
Office of Disability Determinations

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to approve 2024-2025 medical consultant
contracts for the Office of Disability Determinations.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Contracts

RATIONALE /BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

e The Department of Education, through its Disability Determinations Section, makes
determinations on behalf of the Social Security Administration regarding the eligibility of
Nebraska residents for disability benefits under Social Security and Supplemental Security
Income. Federal law requires that a physician, psychologist or speech language pathologist
review each determination so that medical aspects of the case are adequately considered. In
order to comply with federal requirements, the DDS is obligated to arrange for adequate
case analysis support from consultants in medicine, psychology, and speech and language
pathology. All DDS medical consultants are required to have an active license with the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.

e  Contractors are selected based on their medical credentials and the needs of the agency.

e Contracts are based on our best estimate of the amount of time required for each specialty
area during the contract period. Variations in the caseload mix can require adjustments in
hours between categories and are dependent upon workloads and/or consultant availability.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): May, 2024

ESTIMATED COST: The proposed rate of compensation is $96.50 per hour for each medical and
psychological consultant, with the exception of speech pathologist Terri Vontz, SLP, for whom the rate is
$63.75 per hour. The rates are comparable with the rates paid to consultants in the DDS offices in
surrounding states.

Kathleen Barrett, Ph.D., L.P. $ 111,000.00
Kathryn M. Benes, Ph.D. $ 126,000.00
Bradford A. Brabec, M.D. $ 205,000.00

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




Lee Branham, Ph.D.

Child & Family Services, P.C. (Rebecca Braymen, Ph.D.)
Dianna Clyne, M.D., P.C.

Kevin J. Coughlin, M.D.

Daniel R Cronk, M.D.

Jack M. Lionberger, M.D., Ph.D.

Thomas O. Martin, M.D.

Helen Montoya, Ph.D.

Patricia M. Newman, Ph.D. Consulting, LLC (Patricia M.

Newman, Ph.D.)
Alexandra Geditz, M.D.
Jerry W. Tanner, M.D.
Terri Vontz

Joanell K Wheeler, M.D.
Rick J. Windle, M.D.
Kevin K. Wycoff, M.D.
Total

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:

e Indicate the Funding Source: 100% federally funded by the Social Security Administration. The

& H O B H B H

o B B B H B S

61,000.00
176,000.00
136,000.00
205,000.00
205,000.00
116,000.00
126,000.00

91,000.00

205,000.00
176,000.00
205,000.00

61,000.00
126,000.00
156,000.00
151,000.00

$2,638,000.00

funds for this contract are budgeted in the Office’s annual allocation of state funds.

e New or Renewal: Renewal
e If renewal, date of first approval:

Kathleen Barrett, Ph.D., L.P.
Kathryn M. Benes, Ph.D.
Bradford. A. Brabec, M.D.
Lee Branham, Ph.D.

Child & Family Services, P.C. (Rebecca Braymen, Ph.D.)

Dianna Clyne, M.D., P.C.
Kevin J. Coughlin, M.D.

Daniel R. Cronk, M.D., P.C. (Daniel R. Cronk, M.D.)

Jack M. Lionberger, M.D., Ph.D.
Thomas O. Martin, M.D.

Helen Montoya, Ph.D., P.C. (Helen Montoya, Ph.D.)

Patricia M. Newman, Ph.D. Consulting, LL.C
(Patricia M. Newman, Ph.D.)
Alexandra F. Suslow-Geditz, M.D.

10/06/2023
10/21/2022
12/15/2022
03/01/1986
01/15/1991
10/06/2022
11/07/2022
07/13/2015
01/29/2024
04/17/2019
09/13/2004

01/05/2004
07/14/2014



Jerry W. Tanner, M.D., P.C. (Jerry Tanner, M.D.)
Terri Vontz

Joanell K. Wheeler, M.D.

Rick Joe Windle dba Surgical Care, P.C.
Kevin K. Wycoff, M.D.

06/19/2006
09/10/2001
04/30/2012
09/05/2023
09/23/2022



DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 .
; education.ne.gov
FAX  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: April 3, 2024

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Zainab Rida, Equity Officer and Administrator for the Office of Coordinated Students Support
Services

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant the Commissioner authority to renew a contract to support the
prevention of youth tobacco use and prevention education for local education agencies across Nebraska.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other): Contract
RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Funding has been secured through the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to establish
a full-time position dedicated to managing and coordinating youth tobacco prevention programs and
resources. This initiative falls under the Office of Coordinated Student Support Services, aligning with
the overarching goals of DHHS's tobacco prevention program, specifically targeting youth education on
tobacco prevention efforts. The program coordinator will play a pivotal role in the development and
execution of grant activities, ensuring the fulfillment of all program goals and objectives. Additionally,
this position will spearhead the implementation of various initiatives aimed at preventing youth tobacco
use. Furthermore, this agreement allows for the possibility of renewal for up to two additional one-year
periods, subject to mutual agreement in writing by all involved parties.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): May 2024

ESTIMATED COST: The anticipated total amount to be paid to NDE is $190,000 for a period of one year
(4/29/2024 to 4/28/2025).

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:
e Indicate the Funding Source: Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Tobacco Prevention Funding

through Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
¢ New or Renewal: Renewal

e If renewal, date of first approval: 4/1/2022

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT:

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




e This is a grant award provided in the form of a contract and will follow all NDE contract processes to
ensure that funds are received and obligated as per NDE regulations.

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:

e Panhandle Public Health Department, Northeast District Health Department, and Children’s
Nebraska.

*Updated 08.15.2023



DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 ;
. education.ne.gov
FAx  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE
DATE: April 16, 2024

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Melody Hobson

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to approve grants for up to three years to
fund the Early Learning Connection Training Coordination system.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Grant - consent

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

e The professional development system for early childhood education and care providers in Nebraska
is based on dissemination of training through seven Early Learning Connection (ELC) Partnerships.

e These ELC Partnerships are located in selected Educational Service Units across Nebraska.

e  Farly Learning Connection Coordinators lead partnership efforts at local levels to form networks of
eatly childhood education and care providers, private and public agencies, planning region teams,
representatives from Nebraska Extension, school districts and institutions of higher education to
provide professional development opportunities for adults working with young children across
Nebraska.

e The funding for these grants comes from the Federal Child Care and Development Block Grant for
which the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) is the lead agency. The
Nebraska Department of Education enters into an agreement annually with DHHS for the use of a
portion of the federal grant money.

e The NDE monitors the ELC grants in multiple ways.
o NDE staff visit each ELC Coordinator and the Coordinator’s supervisor each year.
o Atleast 3 meetings are held with all ELC Coordinators.
o Additional virtual meetings or conference calls are held as needed.
o Quartetly reports are submitted by the ELCs.
o Financial reimbursement requests are scrutinized.

e The grants will be with ESUs 1, 3, 6, 7,10, 13, and 16.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): May 2024

ESTIMATED COST: $1,592,334

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




e ESU#1 $170,364

e ESU#3 $319,291
e ESU#G $304,564
e ESU#7 $170,364
e ESU#10 $290,297
e [ESU#13 $168,727
e ESU#16 $168,727

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:

e Indicate the Funding Source: Federal Child Care Development Funds
o This activity is included in the annual agreement between the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services and the NDE for the use of a portion of the CCDF funds
reserved for early childhood professional development.

e New or Renewal: Renewal

e If renewal, date of first approval: Approximately 2007

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT: NA
e Indicate the method of procurement: NA
e Rationale for method of procurement: NA
e Rationale for contractor selection: NA

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:
Describe the grantee selection process:
e Per NDE Procurement, Appendix C, the following is a situation for which an exemption to
the requirements for competitive bidding or negotiation for state agencies is set out in 73-507
R.R.S. Agreement for services to be performed for a state agency by another state or local
government agency for the direct provision of services to the public.

The grants to the seven ESUs are non-competitive, however each year the grantees are required to complete a
continuation grant application. In this application, the ESU reports:

e The number, variety, and engagement of local partners and the value of partner contributions
(leveraged funds).

e The regional training needs, based on an annual assessment, and the strategies to meet those needs.

e The plan for meeting the requirements of the NDE and the US department of Health and Human
services (the originator of the Child Care and Development Fund)

e Grants are reviewed by a panel consisting of representatives from the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services, and the NDE. Strengths are noted. Areas for additional information



are recorded, and all feedback is sent to the ESU. These grants will be for the time period of June 1,
2023, through May 31, 2024.

*Updated 08.15.2023



DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 ;
. education.ne.gov
FAx  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: April 16, 2024

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Melody Hobson

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to approve grant renewals for up to three
years to operate the T.E.A.C.H Early Childhood Nebraska® Scholarship program.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Grant - consent

RATIONALE /BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

e T.E.A.CH. Early Childhood Nebraska® is a scholarship program for low-income professionals
working in early childhood education and care programs who want to continue their education.

e T.E.ACH.is an acronym that stands for Teacher Education and Compensation Helps.

e T.E.A.CH programs operate in twenty-one states.

e Nebraska T.E.A.C.H. scholars work to complete a Child Development Associate Credential (CDA),
and/or an associate degree in eatly childhood education and eventually may complete a bachelot’s
degree and obtain a Nebraska teaching certificate with an Early Childhood Inclusive endorsement.

e T.E.A.CH. pays tuition, books, and release time for students who work at least 30 hours per week in
an early childhood program.

e The grant will be to the Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children (NeAEYC).

e  The Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children is the T.E.A.C.H. Eatly Childhood
Nebraska® license holder for Nebraska

e During the 2022/2023 progtam yeat:

o There were 122 Nebraska TEACH Early Childhood Scholarship Recipients.
Nebraska TEACH Scholars completed 1,366 credit hours.
Average grade point average of Associate degree scholarship recipients was 3.22.
Average grade point average of Bachelor’s degree scholarship recipients was 3.31.

27.9% of recipients were people of color and/or Latinex.
06,243 Nebraska children were cared for in settings that participated in T.E.A.C.H.

O O O O O

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING: May 2024

ESTIMATED COST: $410,000

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:

e Indicate the Funding Source:
o $300,000 is funded by Federal Child Care Development Funds,
o $100,000 is funded by state general funds allocated specifically for TEACH scholarships to
eatly childhood education and care professionals employed in programs participating in Step
Up to Quality

e New or Renewal: Renewal

e If renewal, date of first approval: 2002

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT: NA
e Indicate the method of procurement: NA
e Rationale for method of procurement: NA
e Rationale for contractor selection: NA

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:

e Describe the grantee selection process: The Nebraska Association for the Education of Young
Children is the only entity licensed to provide the T.E.A.C.H Eatly Childhood® Scholarship program
in Nebraska.

*Updated 08.15.2023



DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 ;
. education.ne.gov
FAx  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: April 16, 2024

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Melody Hobson

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to approve continuation grants for up to
three years for early childhood coach consultation.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Consent

RATIONALE /BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
*  Coaching is an evidence-based practice shown to be effective in improving eatly childhood program
quality. Like teachers, coaches benefit from reflection and support to improve their practice.

*  This grant will allow the listed ESUs to continue to provide coach consultation across the state.

*  The coach consultation system consists of five Coach Consultants who operate out of five
Educational Service Units (ESUs) They are ESU #1, ESU #3, ESU #6, ESU #10, and ESU #13.

*  The coach consultation system was begun in 2018 as a pilot at ESUs #3 and #6 using federal Child
Care and Development Funds. It was expanded across the state using federal Preschool
Development Grant (PDG) funding. In preparation for the ending of the Preschool Development
Grant, the Coach Consultant grants were built into the continuing Child Care Development Fund
(CCDF) agreements.

*  The entire coach consultation system in Nebraska is now funded with federal CCDF dollars. The
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services is the lead agency for the CCDF. The NDE
enters into agreements with the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services each year
for use of the funds to support early childhood professional development and infrastructure.

*  The NDE monitors the Coach Consultant grants in a number of ways.

o NDE staff visit each Coach Consultant and the Consultant’s supervisor each year.

o The NDE Coach Collaboration Specialist conducts regularly scheduled virtual
meetings with the group of Coach Consultants to provide information and direction,
discuss challenges of the Coach Consultants, and exchange ideas.

o Budget expenditures are scrutinized.

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




PROPOSED BOARD MEETING (MONTH/YEAR): May, 2024

ESTIMATED COST: $680,000

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:

Indicate the Funding Source: Federal Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) - This expenditure
was written into the annual agreement between the Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services and the NDE for use of a portion of the CCDF funds identified for professional
development.

New or Renewal: Renewal

If renewal, date of first approval: 2018

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT: NA

Indicate the method of procurement: NA
Rationale for method of procurement: NA

e Rationale for contractor selection: NA
FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:
e Describe the grantee selection process: Per NDE Procurement, Appendix C, the following is a

situation for which an exemption to the requirements for competitive bidding or negotiation for state
agencies is set out in 73-507 R.R.S. Agreement for services to be performed for a state agency by
another state or local government agency for the direct provision of services to the public

Grants to the five ESUs are non-competitive, however each year the grantees are required to complete
a continuation grant application. In this application, the ESU reports:

o Successes and challenges of the previous year
o Data regarding coaches served throughout the year
o A detailed budget

“Updated 08.15.2023



DR. BRIAN L. MAHER, COMMISSIONER

TEL  402.471.2295 P.O. Box 94987 ;
. education.ne.gov
FAx  402.471.0117 Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: April 16, 2024

TO: Dr. Brian L. Maher
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Melody Hobson

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Authorize the Commissioner to approve a grant renewal for up to three
years to fund the Child Care Wage$ program.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Consent

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

e  Child Care WAGE$® NEBRASKA is a program that provides education-based salaty stipends to
low-wage catly care and education providers working with children ages birth-five in licensed family
child care settings in Nebraska.

e This program is designed to increase retention, education, and compensation of the eatly childhood
workforce.

e The program pays periodic stipends to family child care providers on a graduated scale that is based

on post high school educational attainment.

o At the first level, participating providers receive $300 annually for attaining nine college
credit hours.

o The highest level, level 10, provides a $3,500 annual supplement for a participating provider
with at least a bachelor’s degree with a current Nebraska teaching certificate.

The grant will be to the Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children (NeAEYC).

NeAEYC is the only Child Care WAGES licensee in the state of Nebraska.

PROPOSED BOARD MEETING: May 2024

ESTIMATED COST: $50,000

FOR CONTRACTS AND GRANTS:
e Indicate the Funding Source: Federal Child Care and Development funds.
o This activity is included in the annual agreement between the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services and the NDE for the use of a portion of the CCDF funds
reserved for early childhood professional development

To lead and support the preparation of all Mebraskans for learning, earning, and living.




e New or Renewal: Renewal

e If renewal, date of first approval: 2022

FOR NEW CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONTRACTS REQUIRING PROCUREMENT: NA
e Indicate the method of procurement: NA

e Rationale for method of procurement: NA

e Rationale for contractor selection: NA

FOR GRANT SUBAWARDS:

e Describe the grantee selection process: The Nebraska Association for the Education of Young
Children is the only entity licensed to provide Child Care WAGE$ in Nebraska

*Updated 08.15.2023
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State Board of Education Work Session and Business Meeting.
Thursday-Friday March 7-8, 2024
Nebraska Department of Education, State Board Room, 500 S 84™ Street, Lincoln, NE 68508
Link to Agenda and Attachments
Link to Video of Meeting

Publicized notice of the business meeting was given by posting notice on the Department’s website and emailed to
news media requesting notification, which gave the date, time, and location of the meeting.

STATE BOARD WORK SESSION, Thursday, March 7, 2024, 2:31 p.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER
President Tegtmeier called the meeting to order at 2:31 p.m.
1.1 Roll Call
Roll Call showed the following attendance:

Lisa Fricke Patsy Koch Johns Elizabeth Tegtmeier
Deborah Neary Sherry Jones Patti Gubbels

Commissioner Maher was also in attendance.
Absent: Kirk Penner and Jacquelyn Morrison
1.2.  President Tegtmeier led the Pledge of Allegiance.
1.3, President Tegtmeier announced the placement of the Open Meetings Act.
2. BUSINESS
2.1.  Commissioner Report on Goals

Commissioner Maher reported on the performance expectations and goals set by the board.

2.2, Statewide Assessment Information
Trudy Clark, NDE Representative, provided statewide assessment information.
2.3.  Accountability System for Public Schools and School Districts

Derek Ippensen, NDE Representative, presented on the accountability system for public schools
and school districts.

Board Members discussed public comment for March 8, 2024.
3. ADJOURNMENT
President Tegtmeier adjourned the meeting at 4:29 p.m.

The State Board of Education will reconvene Friday, March 8, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. at Nebraska Department
of Education, State Board Room, 500 S 84" Street, Lincoln, NE 68508.


https://www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/Agendas/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNK0HhYMn1wmx-16iJz4XPgg7H0-YWHTt
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING, Friday, February 2, 2024, 9:00 a.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER - President Elizabeth Tegtmeier called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.

1.1

1.2.
1.3.

Roll Call

Roll Call showed the following attendance:

Sherry Jones Patti Gubbels Patsy Koch Johns
Lisa Fricke Deborah Neary Jacquelyn Morrison
Kirk Penner Elizabeth Tegtmeier

Commissioner Maher was also in attendance.
President Tegtmeier led the Pledge of Allegiance.

President Tegtmeier announced the placement of the Open Meetings Act.

2. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

2.1.

Special Presentation and Resolution to Proclaim April 2024 as the Month of the military Child and
April 15, 2024, as “Purple Up! For Military Kids Day.”

Derek Ippensen, NDE Representative, introduced Major General Craig Strong, Nebraska National
Guard, State Command Chief Jeff Horne, State Command Sargent Major Dennis Krecklow, and
Cara Loken, wife of Lt. Col. John Loken who each shared a thank for taking the time to
commemorate the event and the importance of the resources provided to schools to better serve
military-connected students.

Motion by Sherry Jones, second by Patsy Koch Johns to proclaim April 2024 as the Month of the
Military Child and April 14, 2023, as “Purple Up! For Military Kids Day” and to adopt the resolution

Lisa Fricke: Yes
Patsy Koch Johns: Yes
Deborah Neary: Yes
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: Yes
Patti Gubbels: Yes
Jacquelyn Morrison: Yes
Kirk Penner Yes

The motion passed.

3. COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

3.1.

3.2

Agenda Overview and Consent Agenda Process
3.1.A. Commissioner Mahet’s recommendation and items to be removed from consent agenda
No items were requested for removal.

Commissioner Maher delivered the Commissioner’s report.
Update on the Teacher of the Year Program

David Jespersen, NDE Representative and Teacher of the Year Coordinator, provided an update on
the Teacher of the Year Program.
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3.3.  Information on the Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer Program for Children (Summer EBT)
Kayte Partch, NDE Representative, provided information on the Summer Electronic Benefit
Transfer Program for Children (Summer EBT) and answered Board Members questions.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Tegtmeier delivered the President’s Report.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

5.1.

Motion by Deborah Neary, second by Jacquelyn Motrison to reduce the amount of individual time
allotted to three minutes for all speakers

Motion by Jacquelyn Morrison, second by Lisa Fricke to amend the motion by striking three
minutes and insert four minutes.

Lisa Fricke: Yes
Patsy Koch Johns: Yes
Deborah Neary: Yes
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: ~ Yes
Patti Gubbels: Yes
Jacquelyn Morrison: Yes
Kirk Penner Yes

The amendment passed.

Board Members voted on the motion as amended by reducing the amount of individual time
allotted to four minutes for all speakers.

Lisa Fricke: Yes
Patsy Koch Johns: Yes
Deborah Neary: Yes
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: ~ Yes
Patti Gubbels: Yes
Jacquelyn Mortison: Yes
Kirk Penner Yes

The motion passed.
The following members of the public spoke in favor of the changes proposed to Rule 10:

Amber Parker, Brooke Ritter, Cheryl Wegner, Darcy Svoboda, Dennis Schleis, Doug Kagan,
Heather Hall, Jeanne Greiser, Jenna Derr, Judy Derr, Kathy Faucher, Katie McClemens, Marilyn
Asher, Marni Hodgen, Metlyn Bartels, Robbie Adams, Scott Thomas, Steve Davies, Sue Greenwald,
Ted Lewiston, Terri Cunningham-Swanson, Tony Tangwall.

The following members of the public spoke against the changes proposed to Rule 10:

Chris Haeffner, Jamie Bonkiewicz, Jessie McGrath, Judy Weyman, Kevin Abourezk, Lou Braatz 111,
Mary Reiman, Nancy Packard, Sara Mitchell

Patsy Koch Johns and Kirk Penner left the meeting at 11:18 a.m.

President Tegtmeier called for a break at 11:19 a.m. The meeting resumed at 11:25 a.m.
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5.2. Written Public Comment

Submitted written public comments are linked through Sparq in Board Agenda item 5.2.
6. CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Patsy Koch Johns, second by Patti Gubbels to approve the Consent Agenda.

Lisa Fricke: Yes
Patsy Koch Johns: Yes
Deborah Neary: Yes
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: Yes
Patti Gubbels: Yes
Jacquelyn Morrison: Yes
Kirk Penner Yes

The motion passed.
President Tegtmeier called for a recess at 12:02 p.m. The meeting resumed at 12:35 p.m.
7. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

7.1.  Rules and Regulations Committee — Lisa Fricke, Chair reported on the meeting of the
Committee.

7.1.A. Report on Rules
The report on rules is linked through Sparq in Board Agenda item 7.4.A.

7.1.B. Action Item: Proposal for future revisions to Rule 10
Motion by Kirk Penner, second by Patti Gubbels to direct the Commissioner to propose
revisions to Rule 10 related to the content of library, media, and technology resources, and
the required number of library, media, and technology resources, after the current revisions

are adopted by the Governor.

Board Member Penner presented on the proposed revisions to Rule 10. Board Members
discussed the revisions.

Lisa Fricke: No
Patsy Koch Johns: No
Deborah Neary: No
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: Yes
Patti Gubbels: No
Jacquelyn Morrison: No
Kirk Penner Yes

The motion is lost.

President Tegtmeier called for a break at 1:54 p.m. The meeting resumed at 2:07 p.m.
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7.2.  Planning and Evaluation Committee Report — Sherry Jones, Chair reported on the meeting of
the Committee.

7.2.A. Action Item: Adopt proposed revisions to Position Statement S3 Foundational Literacy

Motion by Patsy Koch Johns, second by Patti Gubbels to adopt proposed revisions to
Position Statement S3 Foundational Literacy.

Lisa Fricke: Yes
Patsy Koch Johns: Yes
Deborah Neary: Yes
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: Yes
Patti Gubbels: Yes
Jacquelyn Morrison: Yes
Kirk Penner Yes

The motion passed.
7.2.B. Discussion Item: Approve Nonpublic schools for the 2024-2025 school year
There was no additional discussion.

7.3.  Budget and Finance Committee — Patsy Koch Johns, Chair, reported on the meeting of the
Committee.

Kirk Penner left at 2:16 p.m.
7.3.A. Monthly Board Travel Expense Report

There was no further discussion on this item.

Kirk Penner returned at 2:19 p.m.

7.3.B. Action Item: Approve the reappropriation of ESSER statewide set aside funds for specific
projects

Motion by Sherry Jones, second by Patti Gubbels to approve the reappropriation of ESSER
statewide set aside funds for specific projects.

Lane Carr, NDE Representative, provided information of the reappropriation of the ESSER
Statewide Set aside funds.

Lisa Fricke: Yes
Patsy Koch Johns: Yes
Deborah Neary: Yes
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: Yes
Patti Gubbels: Yes
Jacquelyn Morrison: No
Kirk Penner Yes

The motion passed.
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7.4.

7.3.C.

7.3.D.

7.3.E.

Action Item: Authorize the Commissioner to approve a contract renewal for the
implementation of a cohort of the PreK-Grade 3 Leadership Academy

Motion by Patsy Koch Johns, second by Patti Gubbels to approve a contract renewal for the
implementation of a cohort of the PreK-Grade 3 Leadership Academy.

Lisa Fricke: Yes

Patsy Koch Johns: Yes

Deborah Neary: Yes

Sherry Jones: Yes

Elizabeth Tegtmeier: Yes

Patti Gubbels: Yes

Jacquelyn Morrison: Yes

Kirk Penner Yes

The motion passed.

Action Item: Authorize the Commissioner to contract for video creation and production for
early childhood education

Motion by Lisa Fricke, second by Patti Gubbels to contract for video creation and
production for early childhood education.

Melody Hobson, NDE Representative, provided information that these videos would be
available more broadly and could be used in multiple ways.

Lisa Fricke: Yes

Patsy Koch Johns: Yes

Deborah Neary: Yes

Sherry Jones: No

Elizabeth Tegtmeier: No

Patti Gubbels: Yes

Jacquelyn Morrison: Yes

Kirk Penner No

The motion passed.

Discussion Item: Accept the 2023 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) Audit

Board Members discussed the report.

Executive Committee — Elizabeth Tegtmeier, Chair, reported on the meeting of the Committee.

Kirk Penner left the meeting at 2:49 p.m.
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7.4.A. Action Item: Review 2024 Proposed State Legislation and Take Action on Board Positions

Motion by Deborah Neary, second by Jacquelyn Motrison to adopt the legislative positions
as recommended by the Executive Committee.

Lisa Fricke: Yes
Patsy Koch Johns: Yes
Deborah Neary: Yes
Sherry Jones: Yes
Elizabeth Tegtmeier: Yes
Patti Gubbels: Yes
Jacquelyn Morrison: Yes
Kirk Penner Absent

The motion passed.

7.4.B. Action Item: Request for Separate Consideration of Board Position on LB 1398: Change
provisions relating to reimbursements for special education programs and support services
relating to option students .

The Executive Committee recommended no action on item 7.4.B.

7.4.C. Action item: Request for Separate Consideration of Board Position on LB 1013: Create the
Family Engagement Grant Program for certain schools

The Executive Committee recommended no action on item 7.4.C.

8. ADDITIONAL BUSINESS

Board Members discussed the Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association conference, and the
upcoming Commissioner’s Appraisal

9. INFORMATION ITEMS AND REPORTS
Information items and reports are linked through Sparq under Board Agenda item 9.

10. GOOD OF THE ORDER

Patti Gubbels reported that she presented on Nebraska’s work with high-quality instructional materials at
the request of the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE).

11. ADJOURNMENT
President Tegtmeier adjourned the meeting at 2:59 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled business meeting of the State Board of Education will be held on Friday, May
3, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. in Lincoln, NE.
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https://meeting.sparqdata.com/Meeting/AgendaItemEdit/14679075?agendaID=628608&ReturnToAgendaID=628608&returnUrl=%2FMeeting%2FAgenda%2F618962
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PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM RATIONALE

DATE: April 16, 2024

TO: Brian L. Maher, Ed.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Tibor Moldovan
Office Administrator, Office of Technology Services

PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM: Grant spending authority to the Commissioner of Education for annual
replacement of technology and renewal of software licenses.

AGENDA ITEM TYPE (contract/grant/rule/program/other): Program — Technology Setvices

RATIONALE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Every year, the department requests that the board grants Commissioner spending authority for routine
agency IT operating expenses, as required by the State Board Agency Management Policies for Contracts,
Grants, and Purchases. These routine operating expenses are only intended to serve the staff of the Nebraska
Department of Education, including VR and ATP, but not DDS.

The routine operating expenses are categorized into different types:
o Equipment purchases:
= Servers and videoconference systems
= Staff equipment - laptops, displays, docks
o Software/License renewals:
= A number of software licenses (such as Microsoft Office, AdobeSign, Kronos timekeeping,
print management, etc.)
= Other shared resources: Wordpress Web Hosting, new user onboarding, IT support and
management.
o OCIO charges:
= Network connection charges
= Technology fees
= Datacenter server hosting
=  Storage space
»  Exchange (email/calendar) services
o Shared Service, Infrastructure and Compute environments:
= DPrinters
= Azure
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