
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Thursday, May 14, 2026 6:30 PM
East Butler School
212 South Madison Street
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 

1. Call Meeting To Order

2. Roll Call

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement

4. Mission & Vision Statement

5. School Board Goals

6. Patron's Comments

7. Discussion/Informational Items

7.1. Summer Projects

7.2. Facility Enhancement Project Update

8. Consent Agenda

8.1. Approval of Minutes

8.2. Treasurer's Report

8.3. Approval of Resignations and Hires

9. Regular Agenda

9.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the policy revisions.

9.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action to approve costs to be directly 
contracted by the district for the facility project.

9.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on authorizing the superintendent to 
sign facility project-related documents on behalf of the district.

10. Administrative Comments



11. Adjournment





 

 
SUMMER PROJECTS 2026 

 
Project Est. Cost Start Date 

K & 1st Grade - Brainard 
-​ Cabinets, ceiling grid, & lights 

$61,414 May 26 

Main Gym Floor - Resealing $3,300 July 6 

MPR Floor - Resealing $1,500 July 6 

Stripe parking spaces. $300 July 

Carpet - Pk-2 (Dwight) $14,087 June 

Concrete- Long & Triple Jump Pit $5,000 Completed 

Concrete - Discus Ring $1,000  

TOTAL  $86,601  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 6:30 P.M. 

East Butler School - Brainard, NE 

 

1. Call Meeting To Order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

2. Roll Call - Present:  Brandon Jisa, Megan Kozisek, Ryan Pekarek, Laurie Smaus, 

Dylan Spatz, and Sarah Strizek.  Also present:  Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent, 

Mr. Mark Cidlik, Secondary Principal, and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, Elementary Principal.   

 

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement 

 

4. Celebration of #EvenBetter - Addison Bohaty and Cecelia Lyons shared with the 

board information about the career fair that was put together with the 6th grade class. 

This was part of a Skills USA project, which will be shared at the State Skills USA 

Convention. 

 

5. Mission & Vision Statement 

 

6. School Board Goals 

 

7. Patron's Comments 

 

8. Discussion/Informational Items 

 

8.1. Facility Enhancement Project 

 

Mr. Eldridge shared the current status of the Facility Enhancement Project: 

-  Bids for the Early Bid package were due on March 31st. 

-  The Building & Transportation Committee held a meeting with Boyd Jones and BCDM 

to go over the early bid package on April 7th. 

-  The school board will consider the early bid package as well as a resolution to secure 

financing for the project at the special board meeting on April 15th. 

Mitch Broekemeier from Boyd Jones was also present at the meeting to share with the 

board information regarding the early bid package. 

 

8.2. Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association Conference 

 

Annually the East Butler school board attends the Nebraska Rural Community Schools 

Association (NRCSA) Conference in Kearney. At this conference board members are 

able to hear from keynote speakers as well as breakout sessions. Board members that 



attended the conference were able to share what sessions they attended and what 

information they brought back to East Butler. 

 

8.3. Legislative Update 

 

Mr. Eldridge provided an update to the board on current pieces of legislation that 

require the district's attention. Some legislation may have a positive or negative impact 

on the school district.  

 

8.4. Summer Projects 

 

Mr. Eldridge updated the current summer projects that will move forward once the 

school year has been completed. 

 

9. Consent Agenda 

9.1. Approval of Minutes 

9.2. Treasurer's Report 

9.3. Approval of Resignations and Hires 

 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a motion by Ryan 

Pekarek and a second by Brandon Jisa. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

10. Regular Agenda 

 

10.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the senior class trip. 

 

Annually the senior class takes a trip to a location of their choosing. This year the senior 

class has chosen to go to Top Golf in Omaha on May 5th. Senior class member Addison 

Bohaty was present at the meeting to request approval of the senior class trip. 

 

Approval of the senior class trip passed with a motion by Brandon Jisa and a second by 

Sarah Strizek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

 

 



10.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the graduating class of 2026. 

 

Approval of the graduating class of 2026, pending the completion of all graduation 

requirements passed with a motion by Laurie Smaus and a second by Ryan Pekarek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

10.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on new laptops and laptop cases. 

 

Approval to accept the Apple Inc. bid for $44,460 and the bid from AGI for $14,310, for 

a total of $58,710 for new laptops and cases passed with a motion by Dylan Spatz and a 

second by Sarah Strizek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

10.4. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the policy revisions. 

 

Update Policy 4056 by designating March 15th as the due date for staff members to 

submit a letter of resignation to the board  and table policy 4055 until the May meeting 

passed with a motion by Megan Kozisek and a second by Dylan Spatz. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

10.5. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action to replace a condensing unit (Air 

Conditioner) at Dwight Elementary. 

 

Accept TechMasters Estimate A of $8,706.65 for a condensing unit (Air Conditioner) at 

Dwight Elementary passed with a motion by Sarah Strizek and a second by Ryan 

Pekarek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

11. Administrative Comments - Mr. Cidlik reported on:  Senior Class Information; 9th 

Grade Registration; Assessment Dates; and State Competitions.  Mr. Biltoft reported on:  

PK/Kindergarten Round-Up; Spring Music Program; Assessment Schedule; Targeted 

Improvement Plan (TIP); In-School Savings Program and D.A.R.E. 

 



12. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn at 7:47 P.M.  passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second by 

Brandon Jisa. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

 

Kim Fuehrer 

Recording Secretary 

 



Board of Education Special Meeting 

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 6:30 P.M. 

East Butler School - Brainard, NE 

 

1. Call Meeting To Order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

2. Roll Call - Present:  Brandon Jisa, Megan Kozisek, Ryan Pekarek, Laurie Smaus, 

Dylan Spatz, and Sarah Strizek.  Also present:  Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent, 

Mr. Mark Cidlik, Secondary Principal, and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, Elementary Principal.   

 

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement 

 

4. Patron's Comments 

 

5. Regular Agenda 

5.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action to enter into a contract 

amendment for site, civil and structural components of the addition and renovation 

construction project and to issue Boyd Jones a limited notice to proceed on the same 

work. 

The school board discussed the early bid package for the facility enhancement project. 

Mitch Broekemeier of Boyd Jones and Matthew Erion of BCDM Architects were 

present at the meeting to share the early bid package with the school board. The early 

bid package includes, earthwork, site utilities, concrete foundation & flatwork, and 

steel supply. 

To approve the issuance of the limited notice to proceed with the site, civil and 

structural components to Boyd Jones Construction as presented passed with a motion 

by Brandon Jisa and a second by Ryan Pekarek. 

Dylan Spatz: Nay, Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie 

Smaus: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

5.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action regarding a resolution to approve a 

lender and the terms of the financing for NEBA, the corresponding terms for the 

District’s Lease of the Project from NEBA, and related matters.  

 

 



Cody Wickham with D.A. Davison was present at the meeting to share with the school 

board financing options to fund the facility enhancement project. Cody shared four 

options with the school board, all with different levels of interest and risk.  

Options Considered: 

OPTION 1: Fully Amortizing - Non-Callable - 5.06% (21 Year Bonds) 

OPTION 2: Fully Amortizing - 10-Year Call Feature - 5.16% (21 Year Bonds) 

OPTION 3: Fully Amortizing - 5-Year Call Feature - 5.31% (21 Year Bonds) 

OPTION 4: 5-Year Balloon - Callable Anytime - 4.81% (20 Year Bonds) 

 

Accepted Option 3 - Fully Amortizing - 5-Year Call Feature with an interest rate of 5.31% 

for 21 Year Bonds passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second by Sarah Strizek. 

 

Laurie Smaus: Nay, Dylan Spatz: Nay, Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan 

Pekarek: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

6. Adjournment 

Adjourn at 7:22 P.M. passed with a motion by Brandon Jisa and a second by Ryan 

Pekarek. 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

Kim Fuehrer 

Recording Secretary 

 

 























​May 05, 2026​

​Spark Electric Co., Inc.​
​PO Box 143​
​Brainard, NE  68626​
​Cell: 402-641-2445​

​Mitch Broekemeier​
​Boyd Jones Construction​
​mbroekemeier@boydjones.biz​
​1-402-594-4934​

​Updated​
​Project Costs for East Butler East Lot Lighting​

​East lot pole base rough-in and conduit work (2 conduits)                    $28,124.00​

​* Provide and install 1” PVC conduit for power to each of 4 light poles for the parking lot​
​and 4 light poles for the basketball court back to 24”x13”x12” in-ground pull box.​

​* Provide and install 1” PVC conduit for video/data wires to each pole base back to​
​separate 24”x13”x12” in-ground pull box.​

​* Construct 8 each 20” diameter pole bases 5 foot deep and extend 30” above grade.​
​Install rebar cage and ground rod.  Bring conduits up inside each base.​

​* Does not include pricing for poles and fixtures (by others).​

​Boring under street to power east lot lighting from school panel​ ​$15,823.00​

​* Street will have to be cut out by boring crew and later patched to find water main so as​
​to not damage it.​

​* Bore approximately 85 ft. from pull boxes under the street to west side of sidewalk in​
​front of the school and place 2 each 1-¼” conduits.​

​* Provide and install power conduit through exterior wall into crawl space under science​
​room and bring into breaker panel on west side of hallway.​



​* Provide and install video/data conduit through exterior wall into crawl space and​
​terminate in a junction box with cover for future use.​

​* Provide and install breaker and wire from panel to pull box across the street.​

​Setting of east lot poles and fixtures                                                        $8,158.00​

​* Provide and install wiring in power conduits back to in-ground pull box.​
​* Set 8 each light poles on pole bases after concrete has cured.  Ensure each pole is​

​level and plumb.  Tighten nuts to torque specs and install base cover.​
​* Install fixtures on poles and wires with fuses inside each pole up to the fixtures.​

​Make connections and install grounding to each pole.​

​Total                                                                                              $52,105.00​

​___________________________________________                    _________________​
​East Butler Schools representative                                                   Date​

​__________________________________________                        ________________​
​Spark Electric                                                                                      Date​



Quotation

QuantityType Description Unit or Lot# Unit Price Ext Price

TO:

Expiration Date: 05/27/26

BOYD JONES CONSTRUCTION
Attn:Mitch Broekemeier
950 S 10TH ST STE 100
OMAHA, NE 68108-3296

Page : 1 of 2

Vendor

Project Info:
Project: EAST BUTLER (SITEWORK & STRUCTURE)

Job #: 61370

Bid Date: 05/13/26

Bid Time: 01:00 PM CDT
Quoter: LORRAINE GRANT

3A LITHONIA LIGH DSX1 LED P3 40K 70CRI Unit 1,147.180/EA 3,441.54

T2M MVOLT RPA DBLXD

3A-POLE LITHONIA LIGH RSS 25 5B DM19AS Unit 1,343.650/EA 4,030.95

FBCSTL2PC VD DBLXD

3B LITHONIA LIGH DSX1 LED P2 40K 70CRI Unit 1,147.180/EA 3,441.54

T4M MVOLT RPA DBLXD

3B-POLE LITHONIA LIGH RSS 25 5B DM19AS Unit 1,343.650/EA 4,030.95

FBCSTL2PC VD DBLXD

1C LITHONIA LIGH DSX1 LED P2 40K 70CRI Unit 1,147.180/EA 1,147.18

T5M MVOLT RPA DBLXD

1C-POLE LITHONIA LIGH RSS 25 5B DM19AS Unit 1,343.650/EA 1,343.65

FBCSTL2PC VD DBLXD

4D LITHONIA LIGH DSX1 LED P9 40K 70CRI Unit 1,147.180/EA 4,588.72

T3M MVOLT RPA DBLXD

All transactions are subject to and exclusively governed by our Term
and Conditions of Sale, which are incorporated herein and available
at:  https://www.echoelectric.com /terms#sale.  Additional or
conflicting terms are rejected, void, and of no force or effect.

Notes

From:

ECHO ELECTRIC - LINCOLN
OFFICE  402-476-3281
3600 N 25TH STREET
LINCOLN, NE 68521
Printed By: LORRAINE GRANT

5/13/2026 10:14:18 AM



Quotation
QuantityType Description LOT # Unit Price Ext Price

Expiration 05/27/26

Page : 2 of 2

Vendor

EAST BUTLER (SITEWORK &Project:

4D-POLE LITHONIA LIGH RSS 25 5B DM19AS Unit 1,343.650/EA 5,374.60

FBCSTL2PC VD DBLXD

8E LITHONIA LIGH DSX1 LED P3 40K 70CRI Unit 1,147.180/EA 9,177.44

T4M MVOLT RPA DBLXD

2E-POLE LITHONIA LIGH RSS 25 5B DM49AS Unit 1,343.650/EA 2,687.30

FBCSTL2PC VD DBLXD

1FRT ESTIMATED FREIGHT FOR ANCHOR BOLTS Unit 250.000/EA 250.00

Total 39,513.87

All transactions are subject to and exclusively governed by our Term
and Conditions of Sale, which are incorporated herein and available
at:  https://www.echoelectric.com /terms#sale.  Additional or
conflicting terms are rejected, void, and of no force or effect.

Notes

From:

ECHO ELECTRIC - LINCOLN
OFFICE  402-476-3281
3600 N 25TH STREET
LINCOLN, NE 68521
Printed By: LORRAINE GRANT

5/13/2026 10:14:18 AM







 

Secondary Principal Report                                                                                                                   
May 2026 – School Board Mee8ng 

 

 

I. Master Schedule 
A. The master schedule for the 2026-2027 school year is complete. Most of the 

classes stayed the same.  We are adding a pathway this year for students 
interested in majoring in the medical field. Mr. Wood will be teaching a health 
sciences class.  
 

II. LB 399 - 2019 
A. In 2019, the Nebraska Legislature adopted LB 399.  This law requires all Nebraska 

schools to add a Civics requirement for students to graduate. The law aims to 
ensure that schools prepare students competently and that they become 
responsible ciNzens. One opNon was for students to take the civics porNon of the 
naturalizaNon test.  In May of 2026, all 8th and 12th-graders were given a 100-
quesNon test on American Government, History, and Civics.  
 

III. Tes8ng 
A. NWEA and NSCAS tesNng are completed.  
B. NWEA results are used to place our students in appropriate classes.  NSCAS 

results are one of the leading factors in our school’s AQuESTT score. 
C. We have also received the junior class of 2027's spring ACT scores. 

 
IV. Target Improvement Plan (TIP) 

A. We completed our Target Improvement Plan (TIP) for the Nebraska Department 
of EducaNon. The TIP is a document that outlines our district’s efforts to idenNfy 
and monitor a selected group of students who need to improve academically.  
 

V. Secondary Students’ End of the Year Schedule 
A. Finals May 20 and 21.  
B. The teacher’s last day is May 22.  
C. Summer weights and camps start on May 26.  

 

 



   
 
 
Elementary Principal Report 
May Board Meeting 
 
 
I. Field Day/Last Day 

A.   There will be a field day in Dwight for all PK-6 students using the 
following schedule on May 15.  Parents are encouraged to attend 
this event. 

 1.  11:00 - 11:40 a.m.  Lunch  
 2.  11:45 - 12:15 pm.   Elementary Awards Program  
 3.  12:15 - 2:00 p.m.  Field Day  
B.   Elementary students will be recognized with the following 

awards: 
  1.  Perfect Attendance 
  2.  NSCAS/NWEA Percentile Rank   
  3.  President’s Education Awards Program (PEAP) recipients   

C.   The last day for preschool will take place on May 19. The last day 
for elementary students is May 20 (12:00 dismissal).  Staff 
workdays will take place May 21 and 22.  

 
II. Reading and Math Program (R.A.M.P)    

A. East Butler offers a summer program for K-3 students to provide 
support in Reading and Math.  Students qualify if they receive 
special education or Title I services. Students are also invited to 
the program if they met requirements for the Individualized 
Reading Improvement Plan (IRIP) set by the Nebraska 
Department of Education.  Sessions will take place from 8:30-
11:30 A.M. beginning on July 7 in Dwight.  Mrs. Vandenberg and 
Mrs. Gauthier will be teaching R.A.M.P. this summer.   
 

III.   In-School Savings Program 
A. Brainard sixth grade and Dwight fifth grade students participated 

in the in-school savings program for 2025-2026 as tellers at both 
sites.  Grade K-6 students were able to make deposits and earn 
incentives throughout the year.   

B. The tellers at both sites were able to visit the Federal Reserve in 
Omaha as part of a recognition event.  Stellar Tellers for this year 
were June Fencl and Broden Dobesh.   

 
IV.  D.A.R.E.  

A. Sixth grade students in Brainard participated in Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) this spring.  The instructor was 
David City Police Chief Marla Schnell.  D.A.R.E. graduation will 
take place on May 8 for 22 students.  
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