
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, March 9, 2020 7:00 PM
Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 
425 F Street
Palmyra, NE 68418
 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting
3. Consent Agenda

1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings
2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll
3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s)

1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to ratify a teaching contract for 
Andrea Lemmer.

2. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action to accept Elyse Moore's 
voluntary resignation.

3. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action to accept Mindy Obbink's 
voluntary resignation.

4. Financial Report
4. Public Comment
5. Administrative Reports

1. Superintendent's Report
2. High School Principal
3. Elementary Principal

6. Discussion Items- Committee Reports
1. Building Committee and Transportation Committee 
2. Olson Foundation progress report

7. Action Items
1. Presentation, discussion and or official action with regard to the Olson Foundation 

Project for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School 
District and Village for athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, 
Nebraska Community (Project) to approve the Applications for Payment and billing 
statements related to the Project, including, but not limited to the cost of the legal 
services, architectural design and planning, and site preparation costs.

2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve on First reading of BOE 
policies 1500 Emergency Closures and 1501 Emergency Exclusions.

8. Closed Session
9. Board of Education Development

1.  Bennet development Nemaha Ridge First Addition
10. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda
11. Adjournment

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
 



_____________________________________
Superintendent



Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Monday, February 10, 2020 7:00 PM 

Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 

425 F Street 

Palmyra, NE 68418 

 
Jaimi Calfee: Present 

Doug Church: Present 

Brandon Desh: Present 

Lance Gee: Present 

Clayton Maahs: Present 

Susan Royal:     Present 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

3. Consent Agenda 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a 

second by Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE member Royal asked about contracts and their location on the web site. Board member 

Royal also questioned the Sparq meeting invoice and the rate increase. 

3.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings 
 

Official Board of Education minutes are available on the district web site at www.districtor1.org 

 
3.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll 

 

3.3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s) 

 

3.3.1. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action to accept Rebecca Cunningham's voluntary 

resignation. 

 

3.4. Financial Report 

http://www.districtor1.org/


4. Public Comment 

 

Jackie Bremer offered comments related to the building project and drivers of school 

vehicles. Duane Bremer commented on BOE meeting conduct and the timing of the 

Superintendent elect contract press release. 

5. Administrative Reports 
 

Administrative reports are available in their entirety at: 

https://meeting.sparqdata.com/Public/Organization/174 
 

Some of the topics covered in the reports include formula student cost grouping comparison, 

state aid certification, PT conferences, ACT dates, in-service agendas and the ECNC One Act 

being hosted at our site on a permanent basis due to the high quality of the site for performances, 

parking and accessibility. 

 

BOE members had an opportunity to review reports and ask questions pertaining to information 

presented. 

 
5.1. Superintendent's Report 

 

5.2. High School Principal 

 

5.3. Elementary Principal 

 

6. Discussion Items- Committee Reports 

 
BOE member Royal asked about the fence located at the south parking area at Palmyra High 

  School. Members reviewed possible options. 

6.1. Negotiations Committee Report 

 

BOE member Desh provided information from the negotiations committee meeting.  The 

committee reviewed information for the classified staff and building principals. 

6.2. Olson Foundation progress report 

 

BOE member Desh reported that the construction progress team will meet again in March and in 

April. At this time Nemaha did not have updated information to provide as the site was 

essentially closed for winter. 

 

7. Action Items 



7.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to authorize the Superintendent to issue 

contract renewals to the certified staff. 

Motion to authorize the Superintendent to issue contract renewals to the certified staff Passed 

with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members had an opportunity to discuss and review the renewal process. 

7.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action with regard to the Olson Foundation Project 

for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School District and Village for 

athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska Community (Project) to 

approve the Applications for Payment and billing statements related to the Project, including, but 

not limited to the cost of the legal services, architectural design and planning, and site 

preparation costs. 

Motion to Approve the Applications for Payment and billing statements related to the Olson 

Foundation Project for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School 

District and Village for athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska 

Community (Project) as presented Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a second by Jaimi 

Calfee. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed the project notes as presented in the progress meeting update. 

Board member Desh abstained regarding the Benesch bill out of an abundance of caution. 

7.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve Contract Terms for the 

Administrative staff. 

Motion to approve Contract Terms for the Administrative staff Passed with a motion by Jaimi 

Calfee and a second by Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed contract information. This includes a compensation increase of 0.9% 

for FY 2020-2021. 

7.4. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve employment terms for the support 

staff. 

Motion to approve employment terms for the support staff Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee 

and a second by Doug Church. 

Clayton Maahs: Abstain, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed the information from the committee. The proposal represents a 3% 

increase. 

8. Closed Session 



9. Board of Education Development 

 

BOE members please be reminded that the incumbent deadline for filing to be on the ballot for 

re-election is February 18, 2020. This is due to the normal date of February 15th falling on a 

Saturday. 

 

BOE member Desh provided information from the NASB legislative update held February 

10th. Brandon reviewed proposed legislation including LB 974 and notes from speakers who 

were present at the conference. 

10. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda 

The date and time of the next board meeting will be announced. 

March 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in Palmyra 

11. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was duly adjourned at 8:11 p.m. February 10, 2020. 
 
 



168,983.10

Feb. 25, 2020



















































3/3/2020 Calendar Report

https://srv2-advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conference/calendarreportmonth?module=public&controller=conference&action=calendarreportmonthopt&G5genie=455&G5button=13&ffpage=advan… 1/1

Palmyra

 March, 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Start of Spring Practice- 
6:30pm-7:30pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

3
9:00am FFA CDE Contest- @ SCC
Beatrice 
9:00am Freshmore Honor Choir- @
Johnson County Central 
6:30pm-8:30pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

4 5
6:30pm-8:00pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym 
8:00pm-9:15pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

6
Spring Break No School-

7

8 9
9:00am ECNC JH/HS Quiz Bowl- @
Conestoga High School 
6:30pm-7:30pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

10
4:30pm Wrestling-JH Raymond
Central vs. Multiple Schools @
Raymond Central High School 
6:30pm-8:30pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

11
FFA Blood Drive- 
5:00pm High School Quiz Bowl- @
Freeman High School

12
TBD Basketball-B/Varsity TBD vs.
TBD @ Lincoln Southeast HS 
1:30 Dismissal Spring Break- 
3:00pm Wrestling-JH East Butler
vs. Multiple Schools @ East Butler
High School 
More...

13
FFA Activate/Leverage Conference- @
Kearney 
Spring Break No School-

14
FFA Activate/Leverage Conference- @
Kearney 
1:30pm Wrestling-JH Ashland-
Greenwood @ Ashland-Greenwood
High School

15 16
Start of 4th Quarter- 
4:30pm Wrestling-JH Auburn @
Auburn High School

17
3:00pm Wrestling-JH Malcolm @
Malcolm High School 
6:30pm-8:30pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

18 19
Malcolm Music Contest- @ Malcolm
High School 
6:30pm-8:00pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

20
Malcolm Music Contest- @ Malcolm
High School

21

22 23 24
MUDECAS Music- @ Palmyra High
School 
No School MUDECAS Music Host- 
ECNC Art Clinic- @ Nebraska
Wesleyan University 
6:30pm-8:30pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

25
4:00pm Golf-B/Varsity Elmwood-
Murdock @ Grandpa's Woods

26 27
Class C All State Band-

28
Class C All State Band-

29
5:30pm TEAM- @ Palmyra High
School

30 31
2:00pm Track-Varsity Wilber-
Clatonia vs. Multiple Schools @
Wilber-Clatonia High School 
6:30pm-8:30pm Youth Basketball
Practice- @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym



March Activities Board Report 

HS Boys Basketball finished 19-6/qualified for the State Tournament 
HS Girls Basketball finished 2-21 
HS Wrestling no State Qualifiers 
FFA qualified for State Welding 
 
Activity Participation 
13--JH Wrestler participants 
10--HS Boys golf participants 
34--HS girl/boy track participants 
 
Activities Calendar 
See attached 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 



Superintendent’s Report 

March 9, 2020 

 

1. Legislative Report:  

On February 12, 2020, the Governor signed into law a change to the Nebraska Open Meetings 

Act.  This change eliminates a board’s ability to designate how notice is provided and, instead, 

requires that a board publish notice of board meetings in a newspaper of general circulation.  

While we comply with that condition for regular meetings we will need to add special meetings 

to the publication list.  This represents an unfunded mandate placed on subdivisions. 

LB 974: as amended by AM2433, makes multiple changes to Nebraska's school finance system 

and uses projected surplus revenues as a funding source to provide property tax 

relief.  According to the fiscal note,** the measure is estimated to cost more than $597 million 

over the next three years, exceeding the $442 million projected surplus in the Appropriations 

Committee's Preliminary Report.***  Even with the amendment, the cost is likely to exceed 

$500 million over the next three years.  As you are aware the education community stands 

opposed to the measure (NCSA, NSEA, NASB, GNSA, NRCSA, STANCE, and ESUCC.  

2.  The REAP grant for FY 2020 has been completed and submitted.  This is new as a process 

and timing of the submission.  In the past there was no formal application process for these 

funds.  This is our third year with the application and represents a simplified process for the first 

time since changing in FY 2017.  I am concerned that Education Secretary Devos has trimmed 

this funding source for Rural Schools and this decision is currently being challenged. 

 

3.  Building and Transportation Committee meeting dates and times.   

 

4.  Bus 20 has been delivered and will be beneficial for our fleet and ability to travel over the 

road.   

 

5.  Tremco and Black Hawk continue the process of completing roofing.  Currently we have the 

1957 portion of Palmyra to complete as it has a different temperature requirement at the 

installation point. 
 

6.  According the Lancaster County Election Commissioner, we have four candidates seeking the 

three board member positions.  Three incumbents, Jaimi Calfee, Brandon Desh and Lance Gee 

have filed for re-election.  Non-incumbents who have filed are as follows:  Lisa Wilen.    Three 

will be elected in the general election November 3, 2020. 

 
 

 

 



March High School Principal’s Report: 

1. 3rd quarter ends March 12th.   

 

2. ACT will be on April 7th  

 

3. Congrats to boys for qualifying for the state tournament.  

 

4. March 24th MUDECAS Music – ESU will provide inservice with MAP data and School 

Improvement goals 

 

 
 



March Elementary Principal’s Report: 

NSCAS Testing (Nebraska Student Centered Assessment System) 

The dates for Nebraska State Testing will be March 30th- April 3rd for third through sixth grade. 

 

Read Across America Week Activities: 

Bennet Elementary students celebrated Read Across America during the week of March 2nd. 

Activities included: Rainbow Color Day, Crazy Socks Day, Wacky Wednesday, daily Dr. Seuss 

trivia questions, 6th grade special guest readers in classrooms and Dr. Seuss birthday cookies. It 

was a fun week for the students that promoted reading across all grade levels. 

Family Reading Night: 

Bennet Boosters hosted a Family Reading Night for students and families on Thursday, March 

5th.  Families enjoyed cookies and milk along with shopping at the Scholastic Book Fair. 

Students were also encouraged to participate in Accelerated Reader.  

End of Third Quarter: 

The end of third quarter will be Thursday, March 12th.  We will be sending home report cards on 

Wednesday, March 18th.  

Kindergarten Round Up: 

Bennet Elementary will have KDG Round Up on Friday, April 3rd.  We will be having a parent 

orientation meeting on Monday, March 30th for parents.   

Caring Project: 

The Bennet Caring Project was a huge success. A special thank you to all the students at District 

OR1 for donating over $2,200 to the Local Volunteer Fire Departments.  District OR1 proud!  

 

 















Article 1           COMMUNITY RELATIONS           Policy No. 1500 

Page 1 of  1 

 

Community Relations 

 

Emergency Closure of School Buildings 

 

If the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee determines that a building or buildings should be 

closed due to health or safety concerns, then the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee is 

authorized to close a school building or buildings until the Superintendent or Superintendent’s 

designee determines that such building or buildings should be reopened. 

 

In determining whether a building or buildings should be closed, the Superintendent or 

Superintendent’s designee is encouraged to receive input from law enforcement, health officials and 

other experts. 

 

If the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee makes the decision to close a school building or 

buildings, then the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee shall communicate such decision to 

students, parents, staff, community members and area media outlets as soon as practical. 

 

If a school building is closed, then no person shall be allowed to enter such building unless the 

Superintendent permits such person to enter such building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Adoption:  March 9, 2020 



Article 1           COMMUNITY RELATIONS           Policy No. 1501 

Page 1 of  1 

 

Community Relations 

 

Emergency Exclusion of Persons from School 

 

If the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee determines that a person may pose a health or 

safety risk to others, the Superintendent may exclude such person from school property.  If such 

person is a student, then the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee may refer to the 

emergency exclusion provisions of Policy 5101.  If such person is a staff member, then the 

Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee may place said staff member on paid or unpaid leave.  

If such person is not a student or staff member, then the Superintendent or Superintendent’s 

designee shall inform such person as soon as possible that they are not permitted on school property 

until further notice from the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee.  

 

The Superintendent may consult with law enforcement, health officials or other experts in 

determining whether such exclusion should occur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Adoption:  March 9, 2020 
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