
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, August 12, 2019 7:00 PM
Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 
425 F Street
Palmyra, NE 68418
 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting
3. Consent Agenda

3.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings
3.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll
3.3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s)
3.4. Financial Report

4. Public Comment
5. Administrative Reports

5.1. Superintendent's Report
5.2. High School Principal
5.3. Elementary Principal

6. Discussion Items- Committee Reports
6.1. Olson Foundation progress report

7. Action Items
7.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding the Bennet gym floor.
7.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action with regard to the Olson Foundation 

Project for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School 
District and Village for athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, 
Nebraska Community (Project) to approve the Applications for Payment and billing 
statements related to the Project, including, but not limited to the cost of the legal 
services, architectural design and planning, and site preparation costs.

7.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to revise policy 5506 Safe Pupil 
Transportation Plan.

7.4. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding Superintendent search firms
8. Closed Session
9. Board of Education Development
10. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda
11. Adjournment

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
 
_____________________________________
Superintendent



Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Monday, July 15, 2019 7:00 PM 

Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 

425 F Street 

Palmyra, NE 68418 

 
Jaimi Calfee: Present 

Doug Church: Present 

Brandon Desh: Present 

Lance Gee: Present 

Clayton Maahs: Present 

Susan Royal:     Present 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

3. Consent Agenda 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a 

second by Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members had an opportunity to review claims and BOE member Royal requested 

information she did not receive due to email difficulties. 

3.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings 
 

Official Board of Education minutes are available on the district web site at www.districtor1.org 

 
3.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll 

 

3.3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s) 

 

3.4. Financial Report 

 

4. Public Comment 
 

Members of the audience did not offer public comment. 

http://www.districtor1.org/


4.1. In compliance with the provisions of State Statute Section 79-2,133, 134 the board of 

education provides this time for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, 

suggestions or observations regarding Policy 5416 Student Fees. 
 

The hearing was opened at 7:04 p.m. 

The hearing was closed at 7:41 p.m. 

 
4.2. In compliance with the provisions of State Statute Section 79-2,531 79-532, 79-533, the 

board of education provides this time for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, 

suggestions or observations regarding Policy 6400 Parental Involvement. 
 

The hearing was opened at 7:04 p.m. 

The hearing was closed at 7:41 p.m. 

 
5. Administrative Reports 

 

Administrative reports are available in their entirety at: 

https://meeting.sparqdata.com/Public/Organization/174 
 

Some of the topics covered in the reports include accreditation, construction, strategic planning 

and information from Tremco. 

 
5.1. Superintendent's Report 

 

6. Discussion Items- Committee Reports 

 

6.1. Open House Activities 

 
 

Bennet Elementary Open House Tuesday, August 13, 2019 from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Palmyra Junior/Senior High School Open House in conjunction with the fall booster bash August 

22, 2019 with times TBD. 

6.2. School Law Conference report 

 

BOE member Desh reported information from the annual law update held in Kearney. Some 

changes are awaiting decisions in case law including Title IX, service animals and FERPA. 

6.3. Negotiations Committee meeting date and time 

 

The committee selected August 15th at 7:00 a.m. in Palmyra as a meeting time. 

6.4. July 17th meeting format information 



Meeting information for the July 17th special meeting was reviewed. BOE member Desh 

provided the building location. 

6.5. Olson Foundation progress report 

 

BOE member Desh reported information regarding the Olson Foundation construction 

process. Board members had an opportunity to ask questions about the construction status, 

potential delays and any equipment needs. 

7. Action Items 

 

7.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve on second reading of BOE policies 

4030 Wage Information, 5012 Military Recruiters. 

Motion to approve the Second reading as presented Passed with a motion by Brandon Desh and a 

second by Doug Church. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed information related to the second reading of the policy material. Board 

member Royal asked to show the date of adoption as that of the second reading. 

7.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve the 2019-2020 staff Handbooks. 

Motion to Approve the 2019-2020 staff Handbooks. Passed with a motion by Susan Royal and a 

second by Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE member Royal offered some clerical edits to be sent by email to Superintendent Hanger. 

7.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to review and revise Board of Education 

Policy 5416 Student Fees. 

Motion to approve the review and revision of Board of Education Policy 5416 Student Fees. 

Passed with a motion by Susan Royal and a second by Lance Gee. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed the fees policy and changes and the impact of contracted food service. 

7.4. Presentation, discussion and or official action to review Board of Education Policy 6400 

Parental Involvement. 

Motion to reaffirm Board of Education Policy 6400 Parental Involvement. Passed with a motion 

by Brandon Desh and a second by Doug Church. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed the policy contents. 



7.5. Presentation, discussion and or official action to review Board of Education Policy 5415 

Bullying Prevention. 

Motion to reaffirm Education Policy 5415 Bullying Prevention. Passed with a motion by Doug 

Church and a second by Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed policy 5415 and the team effort associated with maintaining a safe and 

productive learning environment.  Superintendent Hanger thanked the Board for their support 

and staff members who contribute to the character education process including but not limited to 

8 to Great, Second Step and Character Counts. 

7.6. Presentation, discussion or official action to establish option enrollment capacities pursuant 

to policy 5006. 

motion to ratify capacity limits as presented pursuant to policy 5006 Passed with a motion by 

Jaimi Calfee and a second by Susan Royal. 

Susan Royal: Nay, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, 

Clayton Maahs: Yea 

 

Members reviewed capacity levels at both facilities and the concept of net option funding and 

numbers that impact building spaces. 

7.7. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding offers to purchase school district 

property located at 645 West Third Street. 

Motion to accept the offer as presented Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by 

Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed information related to the property located at 645 West Third Street in 

Palmyra. Thane Jensen was present to discuss a current offer on the property. Roger Smith was 

also present to clarify information related to the possible purchase.  Board Chairman 

Maahs provided a resolution to sell the property to be moved off site. The resolution was read in 

its entirety. 

7.8. Presentation, discussion and or official action with regard to the Olson Foundation Project 

for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School District and Village for 

athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska Community (Project) to 

approve the Applications for Payment and billing statements related to the Project, including, but 

not limited to the cost of the legal services, architectural design and planning, and site 

preparation costs. 

Motion to Approve the Applications for Payment and billing statements related to the Olson 

Foundation Project for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School 

District and Village for athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska 

Community (Project) as presented Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a second by Susan 

Royal. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 



 

Board member Desh abstained out of an abundance of caution regarding the Benesch claim, 

voting in the affirmative on the remaining two claims. 

7.9. Presentation, discussion and or official action to revise policy 5506. 

 

Superintendent Hanger reviewed Rule 91 and 92 changes that necessitate postponing this item 

until the August meeting date. 

8. Closed Session 

 

9. Board of Education Development 

 

9.1. Strategic planning and finance retreat date 

 

Board members reviewed dates for a potential meeting establishing August 28th at Bennet 

beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting will include Dr. Dlugosh. 

9.2. NASB Update 

 

Board member Desh reported contacting the NASB legislative office to request a change in the 

timing of valuations being available to school districts. 

10. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda 

 

Budget review and rate of use for privately owned vehicles as established by NDE. 

11. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was duly adjourned at 8:55 p.m. July 15, 2019. 
 



Board of Education Special Meeting 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019 6:30 PM 

Alfred Benesch & Company 

825 M Street - Suite 100 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

 
Jaimi Calfee: Present 

Doug Church: Present 

Brandon Desh: Present 

Lance Gee: Present 

Clayton Maahs: Present 

Susan Royal:     Present 

 
1. Call to Order 

 

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

3. Discussion Items 
 

3.1. Superintendent search firms presentations 

Superintendent search firms presentation Schedule: 

6:45 NASB 

7:30 NRCSA 

8:15 McPherson and Jacobson 

 

Board members reviewed information from each firm as presented. 

4. Closed Session 

 

5. Next Regular Meeting 

 

6. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:33 p.m. Wednesday July 17, 2019 



 

 Board of Education Special Meeting  

Wednesday, August 7, 2019 7:00 PM  

Board of Education Room at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 425 F Street  

Palmyra, NE 68418  

Jaimi Calfee: Absent Doug Church: Present Brandon Desh: Present Lance Gee: Present Clayton 

Maahs: Present Susan Royal: Present  

Jaimi Calfee: Present (arrived at 8:01) 

1. Call to Order  

 

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 7:00 p.m.  

2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting  

 

3. Action Items  

 

3.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding Superintendent search firms  

Board members reviewed information from each firm as presented at the 190717 meeting. Firms 

included NASB, NRCSA and McPherson Jacobson. 

No action was taken.  

4. Closed Session  

 

5. Next Regular Meeting  

 

6. Adjournment  

 

The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:45 p.m. August 7, 2019 
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August Activities Board Report 

Conditioning the week of August 5th-9th 

Fall sports practices begin August 12th 

Booster Bash August 22nd 5:30-7:30pm 

 

August Activities Calendar Attached 

 

 



August 13, 2018 

 

1.  Census data completed for the July 20th report to the Department of Education shows the 

population of all 5-18 year olds to be 256 in Otoe County and 322 in Lancaster County resulting 

in an decrease of 22 children due to the number of students who turned 19 at the time the data is 

recorded.  Data for 2004 to present is shown in the chart below:  
 

 
 

 

 

2.  2018 Census data estimated by community is provided in the chart below.  This shows an 

increase in Bennet and a slight change in Palmyra and Douglas.  More accurate information will 

be available after the 2020 data is available. 
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3.  Lancaster County added about 2,900 people from 2017-2018 and has added 31,851 people 

since 2010, bringing its total population to 317,758. It was second both in total population gain 

since 2010, behind Douglas County, and percentage gain, behind Sarpy County. 

 

 
 

Hickman, Waverly and Bennet continue to grow as a part of the overall county gains.  Since the 

2010 Census Bennet has grown by approximately 32.7%. 

 

4.  New staff this year include Elementary staff members Braston Maibaum and Elizabeth 

Kurtenbach.  Para Educator staff additions include Para Educator Mariah Calfee, Deb Balderson, 

Rhonda Wheatley, Mary Krause Food Service. Please welcome them and if you have not yet 

taken time to introduce yourselves please do so. 

 

 

5.  Building and grounds construction at the Olson site continues at a rapid pace.  Nemaha 

Construction will be scheduling a luncheon for Administrative team members and BOE members 

in upcoming weeks to tour and see the construction process.  At Palmyra work is complete on the 

concrete items as outlined by the building committee. 

 



6.  The FCC has notified the school that channels previously assigned to our wireless 

microphone channels have been sold to wireless carriers.  This will necessitate the purchase of 

new devices on our assigned channels. 

 

7.  Tremco has completed the roof scan.  The data indicates moisture in the insulation layer that 

would make an attempt to coat the surface unsuccessful.  The recommendation to bring us to 

warranty status is a tear off and replacement.  Bids are due on August 14th.   

 

8.  This past year we have seen many changes in the landscape of school activity conference 

realignment with the movement of schools between existing conferences and the creation of new 

conference entities.  This has created instability for some of the existing affiliations and 

discussions continue about new members, departing members and the creation of new 

conferences yet again.  I will work to keep you informed as to the status of the ECNC and its 

membership.  

 

 

 

 



8/6/2019 Calendar Report

https://srv2-advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conference/calendarreportmonth?module=public&controller=conference&action=calendarreportmonthopt&G5genie=455&G5button=13&ffpage=advan… 1/1

Palmyra

 August, 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:00am-5:00pm Band Camp-

2
8:00am-5:00pm Band Camp-

3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00am-6:30pm Show Choir
Camp- @ Palmyra High School

11
FFA Summer Family Cookout- @
Palmyra Park

12
Faculty Inservice- 
Fall Practice Starts- @ Palmyra
High School

13
Faculty Inservice- 
5:30pm-7:00pm Elementary
Open House- @ Bennet
Elementary

14
Faculty Inservice-

15
First Day of School-

16 17

18 19 20
5:00pm-10:00pm Foundation
for Knowledge Texas Roadhouse
Fundraiser- @ Texas Roadhouse

21 22
5:30pm-7:30pm Booster Bash-
@ Palmyra High School

23 24
FFA State Fair Dairy Show- @
Grand Island 
9:30am Volleyball-Varsity
Logan View vs. Multiple
Schools @ Logan View High
School

25
FFA State Fair Dairy Show- @
Grand Island

26
9:00am ECNC Leadership
Summit- @ Conestoga High
School

27 28 29
9:00am Golf-G/Varsity
Syracuse @ Syracuse Country
Club 
6:00pm Volleyball-Varsity
Palmyra vs. Multiple Schools
@ Palmyra High School Main
Gym

30
7:00pm Football-Varsity
Nebraska Lutheran @ Palmyra
High School

31
FFA State Fair Livestock Show- @
Grand Island



Elementary Principal’s 

August Board Report 

 

 

 

1. PHS has their Open House for community members and families on Friday, August 22nd from 

5:30-7:00 PM.  Boosters will also have the booster bash on at this time. 

 

2. Staff Development- August 12th-14th. 

Agenda attached to my report. 

 

3. A special thank you to the maintenance team for all their hard work this summer in preparing the 

building for staff and students. Also a big thank you to Jane for all her hard work getting 

prepared for students and staff. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2019-2020 

August Staff Development 

District OR-1 HS and Elementary AGENDA 

 

Monday, August 12, 2019 
 

8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.    General Session – All Certified Employees & Paras Meet at Palmyra 

      

8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.   Welcome/introductions/questions/remarks – Mr. Hanger 

 

8:30 a.m. – 9:25 a.m. Vision plan, Payroll, and EAP Information (Representatives will be available 

through the break if representatives are able to attend)  

 

9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Drug Testing Presentation 

 

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Break 

 

11:00 a.m. – 11:50 p.m.   Google Summit and Canvas (Mr. Brown) 

 

12:00 – 12:45 p.m.   Appreciation Lunch Provided for ALL DISTRICT OR-1 EMPLOYEES 

by Area Churches. Served at Palmyra High School 

 (Staff will remain for introductions) 

 

12:45 p.m. -1:00 p.m    Science Committee Meeting at PHS (only Science Committee members.) 

 

1:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m.   Special Education Staff Meeting with Administration at PHS 

     Clear Touch/Canvas Collaboration Work Time at individual buildings 

      

 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
 

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.    Refreshments in work room for both buildings 

     SOCS for Bennet Staff in Computer Lab   

 

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Elementary Staff Meeting at Bennet 

 PHS Canvas Work Time  

   

10:30. - Noon  PHS Staff Meeting at PHS 

 Bennet Work Time/Special Education Scheduling 
 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own 

 

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.   ESU Staff Presentation at Bennet 

Data Retreat Overview 

     School Improvement Goal 

 

 



 

 

 

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   PHS Principal’s Advisory – Library 

Bennet- Classroom work time 

5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   Bennet Elementary Open House 

 

 

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 
 

8:00 a.m.- 8:30 a.m.   SOCs at PHS with Mr. Brown 

 

8:30-12:00    Suicide Prevention Training 

     Canvas Work Time 

SAT Committee (Bennet Staff) 

Principal Advisory (Bennet Staff) 

Para and REC Meeting (Bennet Staff) 

Behavior Committee Meeting (Bennet Staff) 

SPED Staff/teachers meet with Joel (Bennet Staff) 

RtI Committee Meeting (Bennet Staff)  

     Coaches and Sponsors Meeting at PHS 

  

 

      
 
 
 
 



Elementary Principal’s Board Report 

August 12th, 2019 

 

1. Please welcome our new certified staff: 

 

Ellie Kurtenbach- 3rd Grade 

Braston Maibaum-6th grade 

Kloreace Linke- School Psychologist 

 

2. Staff from Bennet and Palmyra attended a two-day data retreat workshop in August. 

 

3. Bennet Elementary will have our Open House for community members and families on Tuesday, 

August 13th from 5:30-7:00 PM.  

 

4. Staff Development- August 12th-14th.  

 

5. MAPS testing is scheduled for September 4th-13th. 

 

6. A special thank you to Scott and Ted the maintenance team for all their hard work this summer 

in preparing the building for staff and students.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2019-2020 

August Staff Development 

District OR-1 HS and Elementary AGENDA 

 

Monday, August 12, 2019 
 

8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.    General Session – All Certified Employees & Paras Meet at Palmyra 

      

8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.   Welcome/introductions/questions/remarks – Mr. Hanger 

 

8:30 a.m. – 9:25 a.m. Vision plan, Payroll, and EAP Information (Representatives will be available 

through the break if representatives are able to attend)  

 

9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Drug Testing Presentation 

 

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Break 

 

11:00 a.m. – 11:50 p.m.   Google Summit and Canvas (Mr. Brown) 

 

12:00 – 12:45 p.m.   Appreciation Lunch Provided for ALL DISTRICT OR-1 EMPLOYEES 

by Area Churches. Served at Palmyra High School 

 (Staff will remain for introductions) 

 

12:45 p.m. -1:00 p.m    Science Committee Meeting at PHS (only Science Committee members.) 

 

1:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m.   Special Education Staff Meeting with Administration at PHS 

     Clear Touch/Canvas Collaboration Work Time at individual buildings 

      

 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 
 

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.    Refreshments in work room for both buildings 

     SOCS for Bennet Staff in Computer Lab   

 

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Elementary Staff Meeting at Bennet 

 PHS Canvas Work Time  

   

10:30. - Noon  PHS Staff Meeting at PHS 

 Bennet Work Time/Special Education Scheduling 
 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own 

 

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.   ESU Staff Presentation at Bennet 

Data Retreat Overview 

     School Improvement Goal 

 

 



 

 

 

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   PHS Principal’s Advisory – Library 

Bennet- Classroom work time 

5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   Bennet Elementary Open House 

 

 

Wednesday, August 14, 2019 
 

8:00 a.m.- 8:30 a.m.   SOCs at PHS with Mr. Brown 

 

8:30-12:00    Suicide Prevention Training 

     Canvas Work Time 

SAT Committee (Bennet Staff) 

Principal Advisory (Bennet Staff) 

Para and REC Meeting (Bennet Staff) 

Behavior Committee Meeting (Bennet Staff) 

SPED Staff/teachers meet with Joel (Bennet Staff) 

RtI Committee Meeting (Bennet Staff)  

     Coaches and Sponsors Meeting at PHS 

  

 

      
 
 
 
 































Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5506 

 

Page 1 of  5  

 

Students 

 

Safe Pupil Transportation Plan 

 

District OR-1 Public Schools Safe Pupil Transportation Plan 

 

This Safe Pupil Transportation Plan sets forth the District’s plan for providing safe transportation 

to students being transported in vehicles on regular routes assigned through the district 

transportation plan.  

 

1. Weapons- Vehicles shall not transport any items, animals, materials, weapons or look-a-

like weapons, explosive devices or bomb-related materials or equipment which could 

endanger the lives, health, or safety of the children, other passengers, and the driver.  

Look-a-like weapons associated with a school-sponsored or approved activity may be 

transported with written permission of an administrator of the District.  If possible, these 

items should be secured and not visible or accessible to students while in the vehicle. 

 

Upon becoming aware of a weapon aboard a vehicle, the driver will make every attempt 

to:  

  

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of the situation if possible.  If not possible, the 

driver will make every attempt to contact from a cell phone (after parking on a 

shoulder or otherwise not moving) or from the nearest safe haven location.  

Examples of a safe haven include, but are not limited to, any school building site, 

emergency service station (law enforcement or fire department), community 

service agency, etc. 

B. Pull vehicle over to safe and secure area. 

C. Confiscate weapon (if doing so does not jeopardize student or driver safety). 

D. Give description of weapon and participating parties to dispatch. 

E. Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate law enforcement agencies and 

school administration. 

 

2. Pupil behavior- Students are expected to follow student conduct rules while in a vehicle.  

The pupil transportation driver is responsible for controlling behavior which affects safety and 

for reporting rule violations to school administration.  In the event a student violates Board 

policy regarding student conduct standards or otherwise engages in behavior that jeopardizes 

safety, the driver will make every attempt to: 

 

A. First seek to resolve incident through discussion with the student(s) involved. 

B. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible.  If not possible, the 

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or 

from the nearest safe haven location.   

C. Activate emergency flashers. 

D. Bring vehicle to a safe stop.  Seek to resolve the incident, using physical force 

only as necessary to protect students or yourself. 



Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5506 

 

Page 2 of  5  

E. Report and document discipline problems to the school administrator.  Use a Bus 

Conduct Report/Incident Form, if available. 

  

3. Terrorist threats- A person commits a terroristic threat if the person threatens to commit 

a crime of violence with the intent to terrorize another or with the intent of causing evacuation of 

a building, place of assembly or the vehicle or in reckless disregard of the risk of causing such 

terror or evacuation. Upon becoming aware of a terroristic threat relating to a pupil 

transportation vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to:  

 

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible.  If not possible, the 

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cell phone or from 

the nearest safe haven location.   

B. Make every attempt to keep passengers calm (this may mean complying with the 

terrorist). 

C. Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate law enforcement agencies and 

school administration.  

D. Driver should wait for instructions from dispatch if possible. 

 

4. Severe weather- Upon becoming aware of severe weather while aboard a pupil 

transportation vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to: 

 

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible.  If not possible, the 

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or 

from the nearest safe haven location.   

B. Return to the school if less than five minutes away and follow the directions of 

the school administrator. 

C. If more than five minutes away from school, go to the nearest school and follow 

the directions of the school administrator. 

D. If more than five minutes away from the nearest school or there is immediate 

danger, get to the nearest basement or underground shelter with all students.   

E. If there is no shelter and there is immediate danger the driver and passengers are 

to follow evacuation procedures and get everyone off the vehicle into the nearest 

ditch or culvert at least 100 feet away from the vehicle. 

  

5. Hazardous materials and Unattended Items-Upon becoming aware of a hazardous 

material aboard a pupil transportation vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to:     

 

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible.  If not possible, the 

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or 

from the nearest safe haven location.   

B.       Pull vehicle over to safe and secure area. 

C.       Give description of hazardous materials in question to dispatch. 

D. Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate law enforcement and school 

administration.  

E. Driver should wait for instructions from dispatch if possible. 

 



Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5506 

 

Page 3 of  5  

In the event an unattended item is discovered on or near the vehicle, the driver will seek 

to determine who the item belongs to and whether the item could be hazardous to the 

safety of those in the vehicle.  Any unattended item that would break or could cause 

injury if tossed about the inside of the vehicle when involved in an accident shall be 

secured.  If it is determined that the item is not hazardous and need not be secured, the 

driver will not allow the item to distract the driver’s attention to the task of operating the 

vehicle. 

 

6. Medical emergencies- Upon becoming aware of a medical emergency aboard a vehicle, 

the driver will make every attempt to: 

 

A. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible. If not possible, the 

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cell phone or from 

the nearest safe haven location.   

B. Dispatch will immediately notify appropriate medical agencies and school 

administration. 

C. Driver should follow instructions from dispatch, school officials, and parents 

when such information can be obtained quickly enough.  If not available, follow 

emergency first aid procedures. 

D. Only if necessary, the driver should move passengers only enough to get them out 

of danger of traffic or fire.  If moved, the driver and aide are to keep them where 

placed until a medical agency arrives, unless a parent has taken charge of their 

child. 

E. Driver should try to keep student passengers as calm as possible. 

 

7. Procedures in the event of mechanical breakdowns of the vehicle- Upon becoming 

aware of a mechanical breakdown aboard a vehicle, the driver will make every attempt to: 

 

A. Pull vehicle over to safe and secure area if possible. 

B. Contact dispatch and notify them of situation if possible.  If not possible, the 

driver will make every attempt to telephone dispatch from a cellular telephone or 

from the nearest safe haven location.   

C. Activate emergency flashers and place warning flares/reflectors in accordance 

with safety guidelines, if not in secure area. 

D. Driver should try to keep student passengers as calm as possible. 

E. Dispatch will arrange for assistance and a relief vehicle if needed. 

 

8. Procedures in the event the drop-off location is uncertain or appears unsafe to leave 

students. In the event the drop-off location is uncertain or appears unsafe to leave students, the 

driver will make every attempt to: 

 

A. Contact or otherwise communicate with dispatch to notify them of the situation if 

possible.  

B. Release children only if an adult responsible for the children is present. If not, 

keep children who are to be released in the vehicle, continue with route, and 

return children who were to be released to the school. 
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C. Dispatch will notify appropriate law enforcement agencies and school 

administration if appropriate given the circumstances. 

 

9. Documentation under Safe Pupil Transportation Plan.  Each pupil transportation 

driver is required to complete and submit to the school administration a bus conduct report or 

incident report involving the pupil transportation vehicle operated by the driver or any pupils 

transported in it.  Documentation is to include the occurrence of any of the following events: 

weapons, student behavior which affects safety, terroristic threats, severe weather, hazardous 

materials, or medical emergencies.   Documentation of such events shall be completed and 

submitted as soon as practicable after the incident.  

 

10. Transportation of Unsafe Items.  Drivers shall not permit pupil transportation vehicles 

to transport any items, animals, materials, weapons or look-a-like weapons or equipment which 

in any way would endanger the lives, health or safety of the children or other passengers and the 

driver.  Look-a-like weapons associated with a school sponsored or approved activity may be 

transported only with written permission of a school administrator.  Any items that would break 

or could produce injury if tossed about inside the pupil transportation vehicle when involved in 

an accident or sudden stop shall be secured.  

 

11. Supplemental Information. A copy of this plan shall be placed in each pupil 

transportation vehicle, kept at each school building, and made available upon request. 

Supplemental information with respect to operational and procedural guidelines used to 

administer this plan can be found in the District’s safety and security plan adopted pursuant to 92 

NAC10 and in the Nebraska Department of Education Pupil Transportation Guide.    

 

12. Vehicle drivers of small vehicles on activity trips.  The District will provide drivers of 

small vehicles with instruction on and guidance for emergency evacuation procedures, first aid, 

and emergency equipment.  Drivers of small vehicles are generally expected to follow this Plan 

in the event of an emergency evacuation. The District’s director of transportation may provide 

additional guidance for drivers of small vehicles to increase student safety. 

 

13.  Student Instruction.  At least twice during each school year, each pupil who is 

transported in a school vehicle shall be instructed in safe riding practices and participate in 

emergency evacuation drills. 

 

14. Driver Capacity.  To confirm a driver has the ability to conduct daily tasks and 

emergency evacuations, drivers must:  (a) pass a prescribed physical examination administered 

by a Certified Medical Examiner at least every two years and provide the employer with a copy 

of the medical certificate; (b) pass a transportation screening every year; (c) participate in 

required in-service training which includes emergency evacuation training; and (d) if required, to 

have a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) to operate the vehicle, participate in the drug and 

alcohol testing program as required by federal law.  Should a driver have a medical concern 

throughout the year, the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee will work with the driver to 

confirm a drivers’ ability to conduct the daily tasks and emergency evacuations prior to 

transporting students. 
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Legal Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-318, 79-602, 79-607 and 79-608 

Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapters 91 and 92 

 

 

Date of Adoption: March 13, 2017      Date of Revision:    August 12, 2019 



 

 

 

NASB Monthly Update for Board Meetings - Agenda Item:  AUGUST 2019 

“NASB Update” 

Back to School!  As a board, some items to be focused on during August include: 

 Monitor progress of district goals, link goals to discussion and action items 

 Review your Strategic Plan Progress Report  

 Conduct a Board/Administrator Budget Work Session 

 Review Certification of District’s Assessed Valuation 

 Hold a Public Budget Hearing / Adopt Budget; Due on or before September 20 

 Review Alternative Education Program 

 Hold a Board/All Staff Gathering 

 Negotiations employee’s agent request recognition; Due September 1(year preceding contract year) 

 Committee on Americanism/Civics; Due beginning of school year  

 State school safety director is required to complete an assessment of the security or each school 

building no later than August 31, 2019 

Speaking of Board/All Staff Gatherings …  

We have had a lot of asks the past few years to incorporate some of NASB’s videos into these gatherings.  You 

are more than welcome to share these with your students, staff and communities at any time.  They can be 

found and shared at www.vimeo.com/NASBonline  

Networking & Events 

August begins NASB’s tour of the state as we make our way to nine stops during the annual Area Membership 

Meetings, beginning August 20th … the full schedule is below, and the agenda can be found on the registration 

page at http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/area-membership-meetings 

o Tuesday, August 20, 2019  |  Valentine 

o Wednesday, August 21, 2019  |  Fremont  

o Thursday, August 22, 2019  |  La Vista 

o Monday, August 26, 2019  |  Gering 

o Tuesday, August 27, 2019  |  North Platte 

o Wednesday, August 28, 2019  |  Kearney 

o Wednesday, September 4, 2019  |  York 

o Wednesday, September 18, 2019  |  Nebraska City 

o Wednesday, September 25, 2019  |  Norfolk 

State Conference registration for both rooms and the conference itself is fast approaching as well … more 

information to come but mark your calendar as September 11th is the day all of that opens! 

You can learn more, and register for the above events at www.NASBonline.org 

  

http://www.vimeo.com/NASBonline
http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/area-membership-meetings
http://www.nasbonline.org/


 

 

 

Advocacy/Interim Studies:  

Your NASB Legislation Committee met in July to discuss the initial agenda and gameplan for the 2020 

legislative session.  Look for more information at Area Membership Meetings, and at the annual Delegate 

Assembly in November.   

Reminder: Interim Studies to keep an eye on ... (none of these have currently been scheduled for an interim 

hearing yet) 

 LR63 - Interim study to examine educational service units  

 LR151 - Interim study to examine the financing of public education and develop recommendations for 

improving school funding  

 LR152 - Interim study to examine issues under the jurisdiction of the Education Committee 

 LR153 - Interim study to examine the administrative costs of local school systems and school districts 

 LR157 - Interim study to conduct an in-depth review of the financing of the public elementary and 

secondary schools  

 LR208 - Interim study to examine state and school district policies that relate to maintaining a safe and 

positive school learning environment 

 LR214 - Interim study to examine issues that surround the engagement, attraction, and retention of 

youth in Nebraska 

 LR242 - Interim study to examine the replacement of Native American mascots in Nebraska at 

nontribal schools 

 

Follow NASB on twitter at www.twitter.com/NASBonline using the hashtag #liveNASB  

and on facebook at www.facebook.com/NASBonline  

To see a quick glimpse at the various items the NASB is involved in, check out pages 10 & 11 each month in the 

Board Notes newsletter for “This Month In …”  To access the latest newsletter, click here:  

http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/board-notes 

Thanks for all you do for your board, your community and the entire state by serving public education in 

Nebraska. 

http://www.twitter.com/NASBonline
http://www.facebook.com/NASBonline
http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/board-notes
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