
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, June 12, 2023 7:00 PM
Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 
425 F Street
Palmyra, NE 68418
 

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting
3. Staff and Student Presentations
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Board Agenda 
4.2. Approval of minutes of previous meetings
4.3. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll
4.4. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s)
4.5. Financial Report

5. Public Comment
6. Administrative Reports

6.1. Superintendent's Report
6.1.1. Building Expansion and Summer Construction Update 
6.1.2. Legislative Update 
6.1.3. Olson Complex Update
6.1.4. Updated Information on the 2022 General Obligation Bond 

6.2. Administrative Team Report
6.2.1. Americanism and Multicultural Reports

7. Discussion Items- Committee Reports
8. Policy Review and Discussion

8.1. Presentation and discussion to review the First Reading of an update to Policy #5101 
Student Discipline.

9. Action Items
9.1. Presentation, discussion, and or official action to identify and update the New Board 

of Education Treasurer 
9.2. Presentation, discussion, and or official action to approve a calendar change to the 

2023-2024 District Calendar.
10. Board of Education Development
11. Closed Session
12. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda
13. Adjournment

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
 
_____________________________________
Superintendent



Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, May 8, 2023 7:00 PM
Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 
425 F Street
Palmyra, NE 68418

District Mission:  
“Together we prepare our students to successfully meet the challenges of the future.”

Strategic Goal 1: District OR-1 Public Schools will provide the facilities needed to be 
competitive with other area schools in athletics and fine arts programs.
 
Strategic Goal 2: District OR-1 Public Schools will foster a unified community.
 
Strategic Goal 3: District OR-1 Public Schools will continuously implement (academic) 
programs and the curriculum needed to remain competitive with other area schools.

Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM. 
Dean Busch:   Present   
Jaimi Calfee:   Present   
Tim Cheney:   Present   
Brandon Desh:   Present   
Dee Moore:   Present   
Josh Penterman:   Present   

This information was posted in the following public formats: 

• The Voice News (weekly area newspaper)
• Farmers' Merchants Bank - Palmyra
• Palmyra Post Office
• Palmyra High School
• Bennet Post Office
• Bennet Elementary School
• District OR-1 Website -  https://www.districtor1.org/

 
 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

• Board President Desh called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
• Board President Desh led the board and the patrons in attendance in the Pledge of 

Allegiance



2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting 

• Board President Desh identified the location of the updated Open Meetings Act Poster on 
the wall in the meeting room.

3. Staff and Student Presentations 

•  A student-created 2022-2023 school highlight video was shown at the meeting. Board members 
appreciated the "community feel" of the video.

• Special thanks to Mrs. Gill Rose and her yearbook students for putting together a year-end video of student 
activities. 

• Ms. Walter also shared information about projects that the elementary students were engaged in at Bennet. 
Writing letters to soldiers, raising money to improve the playground, and other things highlighted examples 
of the great things our students and staff do in the district.

• The staff and student presentations were highlights this year for our board members and we plan to continue 
these student and staff presentations in future board meetings.

4. Consent Agenda 

• No further discussion.

4.1. Approval of Board Agenda  Motion to approve. This motion, made by Josh Penterman and 
seconded by Tim Cheney, Passed.
Dean Busch: Yea, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Tim Cheney: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Dee Moore: Yea, 
Josh Penterman: Yea

4.2. Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

4.3. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll 

4.4. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s) 

4.4.1. Presentation, discussion, and or official action to approve Sadie Conn's Letter of 
Resignation 

4.4.2. Presentation, discussion, and or official action to approve a teaching contract for Cody 
Pester 

4.5. Financial Report 

4.6. Updated Information on the 2022 General Obligation Bond  

5. Public Comment 

• No public comment was provided at the meeting.

6. Administrative Reports 

6.1. Superintendent's Report 



• Superintendent Hart discussed the following topics during the Superintendent's 
Report:

• Teacher Appreciation Week: Teacher Appreciation was Monday, May 8th- Friday, 
May 12th, 2023. 

o A special flyer was placed in the "Voice News" newspaper honoring the work of 
our district educators and various Booster groups provided other opportunities for 
appreciation of our staff, such as sponsored lunches and other activities. 

• "End of the Year" Activities 
o Graduation - Scheduled for Saturday, May 13th at 2:00 p.m. at Palmyra High 

School 
o Teacher Meetings: Our staff will be meeting with representatives from BIC 

Construction at the end of the school year to get updates about summer 
construction details and back-to-school planning. 

o Summer Enrichment Update: Summer enrichment for students in Grades 1-5 is 
scheduled for Monday, June 5th to Thursday, June 29th, 2023 from 9:00 a.m.- 
12:00 p.m. at Bennet Elementary School. 

▪ Please note that there is no summer enrichment on Fridays during this 
time. 

• Schedule "Board Retreat": A board retreat will be scheduled for sometime this 
summer. This topic will be discussed again at the Monday, June 12th regular board 
meeting.

• Student and Staff Kudos: Superintendent Hart discussed a variety of outstanding 
accomplishments by our students and staff this school year. More information is 
contained within the attached document. 

• Legislative Update: Please see attached document. 
• Student Enrollment Update: Superintendent Hart provided an update on the final 

student enrollment count for the 2022-2023 school year. 
o The total student numbers were: 

▪ Bennet Elementary: Grades Pre-K - 5: 407
▪ Palmyra High School: Grades 6-12: 313:
▪ Total District Enrollment: 720 

• Continuous Improvement Process Summary Document. Our district recently hosted 
an external review team visit on Wednesday, April 12th, and Thursday, April 13th, 
2023 to assess our district's readiness and compliance with state school accreditation 
requirements. More information about this review and a summary of the visit is attached 
in the document below. 

• Economic Development Opportunity for Early Childhood Programs: Superintendent 
Hart will be attending a problem-solving meeting on Wednesday, May 24th in Bennet to 
discuss potential solutions to an area-wide shortage of available early childhood and 
childcare options for families and communities. 

6.1.1. Building Expansion and Summer Construction Update  Items discussed during this 
section of the meeting are listed below: 



• Special Board Meeting: We will have a special board meeting on Monday, May 22nd 
at 6:00 p.m. at Palmyra High School to discuss and approve the building expansion 
project's GMP. Guaranteed Maximum Price. 

• Beginning and End of School Logistics: 
o Upcoming Staff Meetings
o Entrances / Exits
o Safety
o Communication and Community Updates

• Bennet Elementary School: 
o Gym Floor Update
o Parking Lot Discussion: Stalls / Traffic Flow / Concrete Cost and Options 
o Bus and Parent/Staff Traffic Flow/ Efficiency
o Parking and Parking Lots/ Stall Counts
o Playground Renovation and Upgrade
o Alleyway Closure City Meeting (5/8/23) Request 

• Palmyra High School: 
o CTE electrical logistics, equipment (placement and overall projected costs).
o Perkins Grant Additional Equipment: see attached documents.
o Flooring

6.1.2. "Community Unity" Panel for Palmyra 

• Community members from Palmyra and Bennet who are very knowledgeable and 
passionate about the history of each community have collaborated with our students and 
staff to create an informational panel for each of the following communities (Palmyra, 
Bennet, and Douglas). The Palmyra Community Unity Panel is attached to this agenda 
item. 

• These panels will eventually be displayed in the commons area outside of the main gym 
at the high school (and possibly at the elementary school) once they are finished.   

o The panels for Bennet and Palmyra have been completed and were on display at 
the meeting. The Douglas community panel is nearing completion and is expected 
to be on display at the Monday, June 12th regular board meeting. More 
information about these "community unity" panels is listed on our school website.

• Special thanks to our high school students, community members, and Ms. Gill Rose for 
their amazing work on these unique and very informative projects. 

6.1.3. Legislative Update 

• Superintendent Hart summarized recent legislative bills and the potential impact of 
current legislation on school funding and school operations and planning.

• See the attached documents for more details. 

6.2. Administrative Team Report 

Ms. Walter and Mr. Johnson discussed the following items in the administrative report: 



• High School Graduation: Graduation is May 13th, 2023 at 2:00 p.m: at Palmyra High 
School 

• Student Assessment and Testing Update: All NSCAS and MAPS testing has been 
completed for both the Elementary and HS.

• Elementary School Activities: Track Day for elementary students will be held at the 
Olsen Complex on Friday, May 12th, and Monday, May 15th. The 
Accelerated Reading awards ceremony for 1st-4th grade will be held Wednesday, May 
17th at 8:45 a.m.

• End of Year Activities: The last student day for elementary students will be Wednesday, 
May 17th and the last student day for JH/HS will be Thursday, May 18th. 

o Elementary student transition meetings will occur on Thursday, May 18th.
• School Safety: Mr. Johnson and Ms. Walter provided information on school safety and 

school security: Various topics included:  Discussion and Planning for Future Expansion 
Projects: employee and visitor security fobs and keys, cameras, access, and infrastructure 
capacity, entrances/ exits, threat assessment apps (E-3, Raptor, etc.). safety plans, digital 
hall passes, and student traffic patterns in and out of Palmyra.
Student Technology: Social media, technology, and student cell phone usage during 
school hours (committee, survey, etc). 

o Additional discussion on the subject of technology included: 
▪ Creating a district-wide Technology Committee, initially made up of 

admin, teachers, and board members. Additional discussions regarding 
security cameras, safety film on outside entrances, policy revisions, re-
keying the buildings, and restricting student cell phone usage at school 
were also discussed. The first meeting of the Technology Committee is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 16th,  at 4:30 p.m. at Bennet Elementary 
School.
▪ A follow-up discussion with all staff members will be facilitated at the 

end-of-the-year meetings. The school board members on the Technology 
Committee are Brandon Desh, Jaimi Calfee, and Dee Moore. 

6.2.1. Continuous Improvement Information for District Accreditation  

• Please see the attached document for more information. 

7. Discussion Items- Committee Reports 

7.1. Olson Complex Update Superintendent Hart updated the board on the following items:  

• Youth Track Information: This community event was held on Saturday, May 6th. 
High school student-athletes and high school coaches helped coach the younger athletes. 

• Team Room Drywall: This project has been completed.
• Concession Stand West Door Weatherproofing: This project has been completed.
• Panther Club Summer Baseball: Panther Club baseball has begun its spring season and 

will soon be heading into the summer season. Special thanks to all of our youth coaches 
who help organize and coach the young athletes. 

7.2. Facilities and Transportation Committee Update 



• Transportation and Facilities Committee members provided information about driver 
certification and coaches driving school vehicles. 

8. Policy Review 

9. Action Items 

• There were no action items this month other than those listed in the consent agenda.

10. Board of Education Development No further discussion.  

• The NASB Board Notes document for April 2023 is attached. 
• The NASB Board Quicks document for May 2023 is attached.
• Schedule Possible "Board Retreat" for June: The date, time, and location will be 

discussed in more detail at the June 12th, 2023 regular board meeting.

11. Closed Session No closed session.

12. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda The following items are scheduled to be on the agenda for 
the  June 12th regular board meeting.   

• Policy Review: 
o Annual Hearing (Parent Involvement, Student Fees)

• 2023-2024 School Meal Prices 
• Building Expansion and Construction Update
• Curriculum Reports
• Board Retreat: We will need to schedule a specific date and time at the June 12th 

regular board meeting.
• Option Enrollment
• Strategic Planning Update 
• 2023-2024 Budget Information and Projections
• Staff and Student Handbooks
• Other items as applicable

13. Adjournment 

• The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m.

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
_____________________________________
Superintendent



Board of Education Special Meeting
Monday, May 22, 2023 6:00 PM
Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 
425 F Street
Palmyra, NE 68418

District Mission:  
“Together we prepare our students to successfully meet the challenges of the future.”

Strategic Goal 1: District OR-1 Public Schools will provide the facilities needed to be 
competitive with other area schools in athletics and fine arts programs.
 
Strategic Goal 2: District OR-1 Public Schools will foster a unified community.
 
Strategic Goal 3: District OR-1 Public Schools will continuously implement (academic) 
programs and the curriculum needed to remain competitive with other area schools.

Attendance Taken at 6:00 PM. 
Dean Busch:   Present   
Jaimi Calfee:   Absent   
Tim Cheney:   Absent   
Brandon Desh:   Present   
Dee Moore:   Present   
Josh Penterman:   Present   

This information was posted in the following public formats: 

• The Voice News (weekly area newspaper)
• Farmers' Merchants Bank - Palmyra
• Palmyra Post Office
• Palmyra High School
• Bennet Post Office
• Bennet Elementary School
• District OR-1 Website -  https://www.districtor1.org/

 
1. Call to Order 

• Board President Desh called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
o Board members Calfee and Cheney were both approved as excused absences. 

2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting 



• Board President Desh identified the location of the updated Open Meetings Act Poster on 
the wall in the meeting room.

3. Action Items 

3.1. Presentation, discussion, and or official action to approve a teaching contract for Katherine 
Anderson Motion to approve the contract. Passed with a motion by Dean Busch and a second by 
Dee Moore.
Dean Busch: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Dee Moore: Yea, Josh Penterman: Yea

• No further discussion.  

3.2. Discuss and approve the updated policy language and updated classified work agreement 
appendix for Policy #4220 Motion to approve the proposed language changes and updated 
classified staff work agreement document for Policy #4220 Passed with a motion by Dee Moore 
and a second by Josh Penterman.
Dean Busch: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Dee Moore: Yea, Josh Penterman: Yea

• The updated documents and policy language incorporate current "best practices" for 
classified (hourly) "at will" employees. 

• No further discussion. 

3.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action with regard to approving the guaranteed 
maximum price amendment to the construction manager at risk agreement for the additions and 
renovations project to the Bennet Elementary School and the Palmyra Jr./Sr. High School 
buildings. Motion to approve the GMP as presented by representatives of BIC Construction. 
Passed with a motion by Josh Penterman and a second by Dee Moore.
Dean Busch: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Dee Moore: Yea, Josh Penterman: Yea

• Craig Gies from BIC Construction was in attendance at the meeting to answer questions 
about upcoming construction timelines and to review the Guaranteed Maximum Price 
(GMP) document for the building expansion projects at Palmyra High School and Bennet 
Elementary School. 

• The specific signed motion to accept the GMP document is attached to this agenda item. 
• Additional discussion centered around bus, pedestrian, and patron traffic patterns and 

parking at Bennet Elementary and Palmyra, district staff updates, the beginning of school 
information regarding entrances, summer construction timelines, roofing specs, possible 
playground renovations at Bennet, alternates on building controls and deferred 
maintenance, insurance, building permits, and public communication on district 
construction progress.

• The final GMP (AIA) document is attached to this agenda item for review.
• Site work preparation, demolition, and tree removal will begin as soon as possible at both 

sites. 
• More information on construction progress at both sites will be communicated on our 

district website (www.districtor1.org), and district social media channels beginning at the 
end of May and continuing throughout the summer. 

http://www.districtor1.org/


• Additional information on construction progress will also be available in our next hard 
copy district newsletter which will be sent out at the end of June. 

4. Closed Session 

• No closed session. 

5. Next Regular Meeting 

6. Adjournment 

• The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
_____________________________________
Superintendent





























Designated Bill Summary
Superintendent Report: Regular Board Meeting:

Date: Monday, June 12th, 2023
TO: Palmyra District OR-1 BOE
From:Michael Hart
Re: Designated Bill Summary Report for BOE meeting

● Next month’s regular board meeting is scheduled forMonday, July 10th, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at
Palmyra High School in the media center.

A. Consent Agenda Expenditures
Depreciation Fund Claims:

● None
2022 Construction Fund Claims:

● Please note that this account was opened to secure proceeds and facilitate payment from the initial
2022 bond issuance. Please note that additional information is contained in the 2022 Bond summary
document attached to this agenda item.

● Invoice #9: Clark and Enersen: $20,459.19 - Architectural Services
Bond Funds:

● None
Special Building Claims:

● None this month.
General Fund Claims: Total claims: $89,447.75

● Access Systems Leasing: $2,357.36 - Copiers at the elementary and high school
● Amazon Capital Services: $471.99 - High school supplies and computer hardware.
● Casey’s: $1,482.06 – Bus and vehicle fuel expenses / misc.
● Craig Home Health Resources: $2,193.25 - Contracted special education nursing services.
● ESU#4: $9,635.93 - Professional development and services.
● Egan: $1,506.74 - Custodial supplies.
● Facility Advocates: $5,623.40 - High School Buildings Repairs
● High Standards Cleaning: $2,565.00 - High school night custodial contracted services.
● Kansas City Audio-Visual: $7,799.38

○ Please note: The touchscreens will be paid out of ESSERS II Grant and will be reimbursed by this
grant.

● Nebraska City Utilities: $9,446.91– Utilities.
● Pioneer Cleaning: $5.046.00 - Elementary night cleaning services.
● Software Unlimited: $649.00 - Additional accounting and HR system software applications and upgrades.
● Southwest Auto: $6.849.07 - Vehicle inspections, repairs, and maintenance.
● Village of Bennet: $651.05 -Water, electricity, and sewer bill.
● Village of Palmyra: $754.80 – Water and sewer bill.
● Whitehead Oil: $5,212.29 - Diesel fuel.
● Wood River Energy: $1,174.03 - Elementary and high school natural gas.
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The Palmyra Panthers

Founding of the 
Community

  John R. McKee, his mother, and his brothers first came to the area in 1857. 
They broke sod right away and built a log cabin. With no amenities, they received 
mail via stagecoach at the farm. By 1862, a post office was established, with John 
Roberts as the first postmaster and justice of peace, performing the first wedding 
in September of 1866. In 1867, Thomas Bell, a pastor, and his wife from England 
immigrated to the U.S. for health reasons and settled in the area with 100 English 
men, farming and growing the area immediately.  
  The community was laid out in 1870 with a generous donation of land from 
Rev. J.N. Taggart, who requested that the new community be named after his 
beloved hometown of Palmyra, New York. The village would continue to flourish 
with the first store owned by Richard Oakley. Sylvanus Brown set up shop next 
and sold agricultural implements and hardware. By 1871-1872, the town would 
have its first hotel, first physician (Dr. W.S. White), and the first lumber and grain 
business (Mr. John O. Moore), which would later be a flour mill.  By the late 70s, 
business was booming with three general stores, two hardware stores, two drug 
stores, two doctors, two millinery shops, two grocery stores, a dressmaker, two 
lumber yards , the four mill run by water power, three hotels, three blacksmiths, a 
drayman, a livery, two barbers, two shoe shops, a harness shop, and a newspaper 
and implement store. Much of this was due to the tracks of the Burlington 
Northern Railroad that passed through carrying people from Lincoln to Nebraska 
City. The village of Palmyra was now bustling with a population of 886 residents. 
The arrival of the telephone in 1886, a library a year later, and the schoolhouse 
and churches of the 1870s would all bring the community together.
  Although many are credited for the growth of business of the community, Rev. 
John Taggart is considered the founder of Palmyra, gifting not only the original 
land, but also more land for four churches, the park, and a school. 

1870 20231905

Agriculture & Community

2023

1880s

1900s

Palmyra's train depot was originally built by the 
CB&Q Railroad in 1871. Burlington laid a 
railroad from Nebraska City to Lincoln, serving 
many escaping to Taggert Park for various events 
like the Settlers Picnic or to simply beat the city 
heat.  Tommie Ryon took the first train over the 
line and was a familiar figure on this line for 
many years. J.O. Moore and W.E. Hill, among 
Palmyra's early settlers, put in a dam and built a 
grist mill near it along the present day railroad 
tracks.  It was later dismantled, and this freight 

Churches in Palmyra
The Catholic Church was started in 1861 when priests would come on horseback from the Nebraska City German Church about once 
a month.  Private homes and the school were used before a frame church was built in 1874 and later a brick church in 1889.  The 
rectory or home for the priest was funded by fairs that lasted as much as eight days. The first baptism was in the school in 1870. The 
first cemetery was 2 miles west and 1 1/2 miles south of town, and the present cemetery was bought from John Taggart.  The 1874 
church was north of the present one. In 1875 there were 12 charter members of the Presbyterian Church. They met in the school house 
in 1871 and erected a church on this present site the following year. The present church was dedicated in 190, and the basement was 
added in 1925. Methodist services started in 1865 in private homes. The first building used from 1874-1890 was brought from Bennet 
and was later sold and moved to the south part of town for a home.  A new church was built in 1890, and it was remodeled and a 
basement added in 1926. The Lutheran Church did not join the Palmyra community until 1979, holding its first services in the Legion 
Hall until a church could be built in 1985, which is standing today.  

In 1865-1872 many pioneers entered the community 
of Palmyra.  Spirituality, education, social life, and 
business were important pillars to the village; thus Mr. 
Edwin Harrington Baldwin, a community member, 
suggested that they have a picnic dinner to bring 
villagers and new arrivals together, calling it the “Old 
Settlers’ Picnic”.  They would continue this tradition, 
holding one every second Thursday of June, starting 
on June 13th, his wife’s birthday. Everyone came via 
wagons, carts, foot and buggies.  Eventually 
Lincolnites and others rode the train into town to 
celebrate, too. The early get-together was held on Mr. 
J.R. McKee’s farm, in the shade of the south bank of 
Little Nemaha Creek with lunch being placed on 
tablecloths on the ground. With entertainment added to 
the celebration, the McKee pasture became the new 
larger site in 1897 (later named Taggart Park), which 
included family picnic tables being built. By 1937, it 
became a two day event to celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee Anniversary, June 10-11, 1937. 
Baseball was a popular sport at the picnic, but horse 
racing was more exciting, as horses and riders 
competed around Taggart Park. Attendees were 
occupied by betting on the horses, a merry-go-round 
operated by a single horse, and special dedications in 
the community that also took place (the dedication of 
a stone monument on June 8th, 1933, and the bronze 
plaque commemorating the Oregon Trail).

 

  Palmyra’s first school was built in 1874 thanks to town founder Rev. John 
Taggart, his land donation, and his passion for education and spiritual 
growth. It was located at the north end of Main Street on Illinois Avenue, and 
consisted of two floors with three rooms in all, costing $3,300. Students were 
expected to progress to a 10th grade curriculum with the first graduating 
class in 1891. In 1905, a new school was erected, and by 1918 it would house 
grades 1-12. Basketball games and plays were held downtown in the 
activities hall, located on the west side of the main street. Over Christmas 
1934, a fire destroyed the structure. Another was built in the same place in 
1935, including indoor bathrooms and an auditorium. In 1950, country 
children began to go to the town school; there were 2 country schools north, 
east, and south of Palmyra and the rural children walked several miles to get 
to school. With more students came more changes. The Taggarts’ home was 
moved to make room for the football field, and by 1953 more additions were 
made, including more bathrooms, a home economics classroom, additional 
classrooms, a shop, a kindergarten room, an enlarged gym, and a kitchen for 
hot lunch.
  From 1963-1965 the school would incorporate busing, and eventually 
Bennet joined the Palmyra school district to help with expenses and a 
growing population. The name of the school officially changed to District 
OR-1 in 1966. In 1968 Palmyra and Bennet elementary students (grades 1-6) 
attended school in Bennet, and grades 7-12 stayed in Palmyra. There was 
also a metal building in Palmyra that provided space for junior high, choir, 
and band which would later become a brick structure.
  The 1980s brought a new addition, replacing the old white country school 
building and the old gym with a media center and classrooms. Five year olds 
in Bennet and Palmyra joined the Bennet kindergarten, as it was impractical 
and costly to maintain two separate schools.
  Additional growth throughout the district meant additions in 1996-1997, 
calling for the removal of the north sections, adding 7 classrooms between 
two floors, as well as a band/music room. Another expansion occurred in 
2018-2019, including a CTE wing, new west gym in place of the 1930s brick 
building, a band/music room, stage, and computer lab.

One notable incident happened nearly a century ago in downtown 
Palmyra in the 1880s.  The community was a divided village of Irish 
Catholics and English Protestants. When many settlements didn’t 
have a law man, Palmyra did have a marshall, but he refused to carry 
a gun, and the jail had not been built yet. One afternoon an ongoing 
quarrel with insults between the Irish and English became physical 
and ended with a stabbing and shooting. Mr. Way, the marshall, acted 
quickly and took custody of the Irish boy who stabbed and killed 
another defending himself, both hiding inside the general store. It 
was said that the militant leader demanded that he turn over the 
young man for immediate justice, but Mr. Way snuck out the back 
door, refusing to do so. The marshall raced behind the Nebraska City 
train, along with the prisoner, catching it in Unadilla. The criminal 
was locked up safely in the Nebraska City courthouse, while the 
marshall's wife and infant son had their house surrounded by an 
angry band of horsemen with torches.  The prisoner later hung 
himself in jail a few days later, despite Mr. Way saving his life.  A jail 
was later constructed to help in securing the guilty (middle photo) 
and destroyed in a controlled burn in 1983.  

section was relocated to the Fey 
family farm where it still stands 
today.  Some of the wood from the 
Depot was also used to build a 
shelter that would keep the depot 
charm in Taggart Park.  Sadly, in a 
December storm in 2021, a tree fell 
on the replica, and it has been 
deemed a total loss. 

  Dr. Leland J. Olson was the son of a Danish immigrant, born 
and raised in Palmyra, where his parents owned and operated 
the Olson Hardware store. During his senior year in high 
school, his father passed away suddenly, forcing his mother to 
step forward and operate the store with Leland.  The principal 
and town mayor also stepped in so that Leland could get an 
education. Dr. Olson would attend the University of Nebraska 
at Lincoln on a full Regents scholarship, studying literature for 
three years until the Medical School began recruiting outside 
of its normal areas of study.  He attended medical school and 
graduated in 1944. He and his wife, Dorothy, would live in 
Detroit for a year while he interned and later move back to 
Omaha, starting his own OB/GYN practice. He was 
instrumental in moving the Methodist Hospital to where it is 
today and even becoming Chief of Staff.
  Dr. Olson was an active volunteer, supporter of education, but 
also an avid investor and reader.  He and his wife attended 
many investment seminars held by Warren Buffet and thus 
were able to have financial success, forming the Olson 
Foundation. Due to the board’s generosity, the district was 
chosen as a recipient of a 5.4 million dollar grant to fully fund 
new athletic facilities for the school and village of Palmyra, 

The Palmyra cemetery, located one half mile east of the Edwin Burrows and Richard Oakley store, near the 
Oregon Trail, was established on June 16, 1866.  The land was given to the community, one acre by John 
Roberts from his farm to the east and one acre from Daniel Robb’s farm.  On July 7, 1866, five men, Joseph L. 
Webb, Edwin M. Brown, John R. McKee, John Roberts, and Samuel W. Merwin organized the Palmyra 
Cemetery Association. The Palmyra cemetery was re-named the “Pioneer Cemetery” in 1927, serving the 
community until January 11, 1873, when a committee was named to select land for a new cemetery.  The 
Village of Palmyra located land just north of the recently laid railroad, one mile west and one mile north of the 
Oregon Trail Settlement for the new Rosewood Cemetery. Located on the outskirts of Palmyra, this cemetery 
contained several contributing features including a caretaker’s shed and towering landscape trees.  The well 
maintained site reflected the historic character of cemeteries at the time. In 1994, community members felt that 
the Pioneer Cemetery needed to be maintained and remembered by community and family members.  Trees 
and debris were cleared away, and it was set to be maintained three times a year.  With a 
great deal of patience and 
hard work, the cemetery was 
finally recognized on the 
National Registry as an 
historic place by the 
Department of the Interior in 
2021.  In May of 2022, the 
area was again cleared of 
debris and grass and Scout 
Troop 25 aided in restoring 
2 headstones.  

accepting the gift on August 
29, 2019. This project 
included a new football field, 
ball fields, track, playground 
and walking path. 

Left: Dr. Hostetter, once a teacher, decided that 
being a doctor was a better calling in the 1880s.  
Once he completed his training, he headed west to 
set up a practice in Palmyra in June of 1886.  Soon 
after arrival, he met a lovely young woman named 
Cora Slosson, moving to the town of Douglas 
down the road.

Right: Mary Taggart (left) was the first known 
woman agent, hired in Palmyra, Nebraska, in 
1873. By 1918, Wells Fargo had hired at least 382 
women agents, including Hill.

The area will continue to be cleared once a year to maintain the prairie grass and keep the 
history of the community alive. 



Two schools were operating when the village of Bennet was established, one in Sod City and the other south and east of Bennet. Dr. Stephen 
D Mecham was the schoolmaster of Sod City in 1858. District 27, Boldt School was 4 miles south and 1 mile east on the northwest corner of 167th and 
Hickman Road. The school master Charles Chute taught school in a dugout. Other schools began popping up, but all schools fed into Bennet High 
School. The first schoolhouse in Bennet was stone, which burnt down and was replaced with a large frame one. In 1881, John Otto decided to build two 
more rooms onto the building, giving the school four. rooms for its 8 teachers and 136 students in 1885. It would remain until a new one was built in 
1919. When students finish high school here, they might attend the opera house or the “Old Academy”, which was referred to by many as the “Union 
Seminary” and later “Bennet Academy”. Here, students could advance onto college level studies led by George E Jones. Although this school would 
close and be moved, it became the Opera House and a center of entertainment.

As the community grew, members voted to build a new $70,000 school in 1918. This building contained a modern gymnasium, manual 
training classroom, and home economics classrooms. The building would not be updated again until 1963 when another gym was added. Bennet 
graduation classes from 1891 until 1965 had an average size of 13, with the largest class size of 26 in 1938.  In 1965, an experimental merger between 
Bennet and Palmyra was decided upon. Bennet kept grades kindergarten through sixth, with Palmyra housing grades 7 through 12. The 1919 Bennet 
School building was demolished in 1982 to make a way for today’s structure.

Cheerleaders and The “Peppy 
Peppers Pep Club” supported 
teams in 1942. Many of the boys 
also could be heard cheering for 
girls’ volleyball in 1952 and 1958. 
Homecoming was established 
from 1956 to 1965. Strong music 
programs have always been 
present in the school, with the 
orchestra evolving into a band in 
the 1940s and glee clubs (choirs) 
competing in the spring. Debate 
and oratory contests also took 
place with a junior play, a senior 
play as well. The first yearbook 
was produced by the class of 
1929, being handmade. Others 
would follow but they would be 
sporadic. 

 The first sport offered at Bennet School was boys’ basketball, but by the 1920s, track, tennis, and ping-pong 
for girls and boys was added. A baseball team started as early as 1929 and the first football team began in 
1942. Football games were played on the lighted show horse grounds as a six man team, changing to eight 
man in 1960. Girls’ team sports began in the 1940s with volleyball and softball. 

The Bennet Aces

Founding of the 
Community

Initially the area around Bennet in Lancaster County was inhabited by 20  Native 
American tribes who used the area for seasonal hunting.  In 1851, Dr. Stephen 
Mecham was the first settler; he was a doctor, the first teacher in the area, a salt 
merchant, and an advocate for Native Americans. He formed Sod City, 3 1/2 
miles north and 1 1/2 mile east of Bennet; it was a cluster of sod homes and 
dugouts, as well as a shortcut through Lancaster County on the way west to meet 
up with the Oregon Trail. Other founders were A. Gribbling, a harness shop 
owner, Dr. Edward Piper and his wife Lydia, who held church services and 
Sunday school here in Sod City. In the 1850s, Prussian William Roggenkamp and 
his family emigrated and purchased 120 acres by the 1860’s.  His homestead and 
log cabin would become the village of Bennet today.  Shortly later, Nebraska 
became a state (1867) and railroad expansion to the west became important.  
Thus, five years later the Midland Pacific Railroad ran through Roggenkamp’s 
homestead, with the community plotted north of the railroad. Sadly, Sod City was 
abandoned shortly after, as they moved here and north of it.  

The vice president of Midland Pacific, John Bennett, named the site “Bennett’s 
Station”. The “t” was later dropped in 1872 for simplicity and the town registered 
in 1872. The first town building and store would be built in 1871 by Thomas 
Elrod. A second store, hotel, grain elevator and flour mill would be erected by 
1875 with a population of nearly 500. The community grew throughout 
1900-1920s, but the 1930s Great Depression did a number to all rural 
communities throughout the state and pushed populations out to larger 
communities for work. By the 1970s and 80s, 500 plus people resided in Bennet, 
with stores gone and only contractors, crafters, and household and agricultural 
services remained. Bennet began to see itself as a commuter community with 
76% of residents working in Lincoln. By 2020 the population has grown to 1000 
and it is considered one of the fastest growing small communities in Nebraska.

1881 2023

1905

Agriculture & Community

By the 1920s, the village of Bennet consisted of a lumberyard, hardware store, drug 
store, blacksmith, several Mercantiles, as many as five doctors and two surgeons, a 
funeral parlor, hat and dressmakers, a phone company, a creamery, Bennet School 
(grades 1-12), an opera house/Academy of higher learning, a pool  hall and 
local tavern, and three churches.

Limestone from Bennet quarries in the area were used in local buildings and in 
some Nebraska state buildings.  

2023

1880’s

1920’s

The Ehlers Round Barn was a landmark in Southeastern 
Lancaster County and was located four and a half miles 
northwest of Bennet. The barn was sixty feet tall and the 
walls of the three bins were constructed of clay. A circular 
track for the hay fork was suspended from the rafters and 
could travel a full 360 degrees. The barn was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1995. Visitors from 
as far as China, Denmark, England, France, and Nigeria 
have toured it. 

The Depot was built in 1891 and used by the railroad. It 
was south of the Burlington Tracks up until 1972. The 
Depot moved to a lot on the northeast corner of Hackberry 
and Jackson in Bennet, NE. In February 2020 it was sold 
to and moved to a rural area of Lancaster County at 148th 
and A Street. It was refurbished, and it can be seen and 
appreciated by visitors. 

The Bennet Horse and 
Mule Show made the 
Village of Bennet “the 
biggest little town”, 
starting in 1933. The first 
show, held on September 
19-20, had 20 colts and 
offered no prizes other 
than ribbons awarded. 
This huge endeavor was 
organized with Louie 
Kember, President; J.H. 
Harper,  

Churches in Bennet can be found around the county and not just in the city.  The first worship services in Bennet were held in 
1872 in a grove of trees on the Roggencamp property. In Bennet's early history, five churches were organized: Dutch Lutheran 
Church, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church, Christian Church, and Trinity Lutheran. The Danish Lutheran Church was 
organized in 1880 and built-in 1890 in Northwest Bennet, relocating ½ mile west to JP Bratt's farm. In 1884, the Christian Church 
was adopted into the community.  The Methodist Church was organized in 1868, but first established in 1880 by Rev. TJ Shrode. 
The Presbyterian Church was organized in 1880, with Rev. J. M. McPherrin serving the first church in 1889. In 1982 the 
Country Bible Church was formed by a group of people from the Bennet area who recognized the growing need for a church to 
proclaim the gospel in this rural area.  The Bennet Community Church was formed in the late 1920’s when three struggling 
denominational churches, just blocks apart, unified their ministries. Trinity Lutheran Church was formed in 1880 and the first 
physical building in 1883.  By 1917, the congregation would build the current building they worship in today.  

the saddle maker and vice president; and Mrs. Lourene Wishart, 
secretary. It was a one-day affair with horses in the morning and mules in 
the afternoon, sponsored by Joseph (Jack) Wishart. The show became so 
big that judging ran late into the night, turning it into a day and evening 
show and then two days and two nights, leading to the installation of 
floodlights and the addition of saddle horses to the show. Eating places 
and other concessions were added to support the crowds; Bennet 
churches and others from the countryside, brought food in quantities and 
yet there was not enough. Crowds saw even more entries from high 
steppers to large draft horses. The association offered $1,500 in cash 
prizes, ribbons and medal, with the final year for the show in 1950.

Bennet Park
In 1884, John Peter Bratt built a 
new house on a 10-acre in east 
Bennet. On the land south of his 
home, he planted a number of 
shade trees and later gave the land 
to the town. The park today has a 
large swing set, a bandstand, 
monkey bars, a tall slide, and a 
merry-go-round. In 1965 outdoor 
plumbing was added with a 
wooden shelter then, in 2000 a new 
shelter again was added.

Agriculture in Bennet has changed a great deal since the great boom of the 1920’s, but the Bennet Coop has been a constant in the community for more than 
a century (top, middle). Today you will not see wagons, but lines of semis. Many Bennet area farmers once grew an abundance of crops ranging from: corn, 
milo, oats and wheat. While others focused on livestock and the running of dairy farms, chicken and hog farms. While the community no longer depends on 
horse drawn machinery, farmers are vital to the village. Utilizing more efficient machinery today has made a huge difference, but Bennet’s success and 
growth can also be attributed to its location outside of  Lincoln. This cannot be ignored, as many young families have settled in the community. Many 
residents of the community are commuters, seeking small town living with an activity community which has been recognized as a city and no longer a 
village. 

 



DISTRICT OR-1 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
 CALENDAR 2023-2024. Updated. 6.8.2023

August 2023 August 2023 January 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 8-Aug Start of Fall Practice SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 5 Aug 7-11 District Staff Development: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 1 2 3 4 5 6
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 14-Aug First Day of School (Grades K-12) 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 15-Aug First Day of Preschool 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 September 2023 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
27 28 29 30 31 4-Sep NO SCHOOL -Labor Day 28 29 30 31

19 Teacher Days 19-Sep Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. P-T conf. 2:00-8:00 P.M. 20 Teacher Days 

14 Student Days 20-Sep Collab. PD/WD - No School for students 19 Student Days 
October 2023

September 2023 13-Oct End of First quarter February 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 16-Oct Start 2nd Quarter SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 20-Oct Fall Break; NO SCHOOL 1 2 3
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 November 2023 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 13-Nov Start Winter Practice 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 14-Nov Teacher Inservice No School 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 22-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 25 26 27 28 29

20 Teacher Days 23-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 20 Teacher Days 

19 Student Days 24-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 19 Student Days 
December 2023

October 2023 20-Dec End of Second Quarter: Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. March 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 21-Dec Winter Vacation December 21-January 3 SU M T W TH F SA
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 22-26-Dec  Five day moratorium period est. by NSAA 1 2
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 January 2024 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 1-3-Jan Winter Vacation 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 3-Jan Collab PD/WD - No School for Students 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 31 4-Jan School Resumes, Start 3rd Quarter 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

15-Jan No School - Martin Luther King Day 31

21 Teacher Days February 2024 18 Teacher Days 

21 Student Days 6-Feb Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. P-T conf. 2:00-8:00 P.M. 17 Student Days 
9-Feb NO SCHOOL Winter Break

November 2023 21-Feb Collab PD/WD - No School for Students April 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 29-Feb Start of Spring Practice SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 March 2024 1 2 3 4 5 6
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 1-Mar NO SCHOOL Spring Break 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 7-Mar End of Third Quarter 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 8-Mar NO SCHOOL Spring Break 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
26 27 28 29 30 11-Mar Collab PD/WD - No School for Students 28 29 30

19 Teacher Days 12-Mar Start 4th Quarter 21 Teacher Days 

18 Student Days 28-Mar Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. Begin Easter Break 20 Student Days 
29-Mar NO SCHOOL: Easter Break

December 2023 April 2024 May 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 1-Apr NO SCHOOL: Easter Break SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 17-Apr Collab PD/WD - No School for Students 1 2 3 4
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 May 2024 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 11-May High School Graduation 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 15-May Elementary End of 2nd Semester Reg. Dismissal 26 27 28 29 30 31

31 16-May End 2nd Sem. -1:00 Dismissal H.S. :NS: Elem.Transition Day

14 Teacher Days 17-May Teacher Work Day 13 Teacher Days 

14 Student Days Note: Early dismissal times are 1:00 p.m. Elementary 11 Elem/12 HS Student Days 

93 Teacher Days First Semester students riding the buses will be dismissed at 12:45 p.m. 92 Teacher Days Second Semester 

86 Student Days First Semester 87 Student Days Second Semester 

173 Student Days

185 Teacher Days Additional notes: 

Legend for Colors Due to construction at the beginning 

Regular Dismissal for High School Students of the 2023-2024 school year, the

Elementary Students: End of Second Semester first day of school has been moved to 

Vacation Days Monday, August 14th. 

Parent Teacher Conferences

Early Dismissal: 1:00 p.m. HS / No School  for elementary The first day of preschool will be 

Professional Development Day for Staff: No school for students Tuesday, August 15th. 

Board Reviewed: 6.12.2023 
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District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

Community Information Meeting: 
Building Expansion Projects Update 

Monday, June 12, 2023 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

Together, we prepare our students to successfully meet the 
challenges of the future.

 

District Mission Statement



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

District OR-1 commits to a course of action providing continued 
academic growth through a curriculum that recognizes limitless 
potential and inspires faith in a positive future for every student. 
With a sense of community ownership and responsibility, we will 

remain fiscally accountable and attentive to current and future 
high-tech facility and staffing needs.

 

District Vision Statement



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

District OR-1 will…

1. Model and reinforce self-respect and respect for others.
2. Provide equal opportunity for each student to develop his/ her potential
3. Seek to develop a sense of individual responsibility and integrity
4. Seek and integrate educationally sound innovations into the curriculum.
5. Provide a safe learning environment

 

District Belief Statements



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

● Strategic Goal 1: District OR-1 Public Schools will provide the facilities 
needed to be competitive with other area schools in athletics and fine arts 
programs.

● Strategic Goal 2: District OR-1 Public Schools will foster a unified 
community.

● Strategic Goal 3: The District OR-1 Schools District will continuously 
implement (academic) programs and the curriculum needed to remain 
competitive with other area schools.

 

Strategic Goals: 

https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5b8ee2eec2942/180813%20District%20OR1%20Action%20Plan-Goal%20One-Final%201.pdf
https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5b8ee2eec2942/180813%20District%20OR1%20Action%20Plan-Goal%20Two-Final%201.pdf
https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5b8ee2eec2942/180813%20District%20OR1%20Action%20Plan-Goal%20Three-Final%201.pdf


District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

It is the philosophy of the District OR-1 Public Schools to 
provide the highest educational opportunities for each of its 

students in an environment conducive to maximum individual, 
intellectual, social, and physical development. 

 

District Philosophy Statement



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

Bennet Elementary School 
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District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

Bennet Elementary School Site
Overhead View 

West side of 
property

East side of property

North side of property 
Bus lane? 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

Bennet Elementary School 
 Facility Expansion Plan: 
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District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!
Bennet Elementary South West Entrance 
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District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!
Bennet Elementary School  Student Commons / Lunchroom Area 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Bennet Elementary School Main Entrance Lobby (after entering through the secured vestibule 
entrance looking west) 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!
Bennet Elementary Main Office Reception Area



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Bennet Elementary School New Addition Hallway (facing south) 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Bennet Elementary School: Sample Classroom 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Bennet Elementary: New West Addition Entrance Area (facing south). More detail: To the right will 
be the “Aspire Academy” Classroom. 

Special 
Education 
Behavioral 
and 
Academic 
Intervention 
Room 

OT/ 
PT 
Room 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

Palmyra High School 
Outdoor Site Plan: 
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District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

Palmyra High School 
 Facility Expansion Plan: 
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District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Palmyra Community Fitness Center / Weight Room 



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Palmyra Community Fitness Center / Weight Room 

Example pictures of what some of 
the weight area space could look like



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Palmyra Community Fitness Center / Weight Room 

Example pictures of what some of 
the “turf area” space could look like



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!
Palmyra Lunchroom / Commons Area 
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District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!Palmyra High School Commons Area 
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“Community Unity” Project:
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Bennet 
“Community 

Unity” 
Panel 
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Palmyra
“Community 

Unity” 
Panel 
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Douglas 
“Community 

Unity” 
Panel 
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“Community Unity” Project:
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Community Unity Idea:
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“Community Unity” Information Locations
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Projected Project Timeline 

● Spring 2023 - Finalize Project Plans

● Summer 2023 - Begin Construction 

● 2023-2024 School Year - Construction Continues

● Fall 2024 - Construction completed



District OR-1: Home of the Panthers!

We greatly appreciate your support of our students and staff!

Go Panthers!
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* The Speaker reserves the right to revise the session calendar.

January 16 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 20 – Presidents’ Day
April 28 – Arbor Day
May 29 – Memorial Day

Legislative Recess Days Federal & State Holidays
February 6, 17, 27 
March 10, 17, 20, 27
April 7, 10, 21, 24
May 1, 12, 15, 26
June 5, 6, 7, 8

2023 Legislative Session*

1 2 3
DAY 1

4
DAY 2

5
DAY 3

6 7

8 9
DAY 5

10
DAY 6

11
DAY 7

12
DAY 8

13 14
DAY 4

15 16 17
DAY 10
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1
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Palmyra

  June, 2023
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
BBBC @ Palmyra High School
Main West Gym
9:00am-11:30am GBBC @
Palmyra High School Aux East
Gym

2
8:00am-12:00pm Youth
Football Camp @ Olson Sports
Complex
9:00am-11:30am GBBC @
Palmyra High School Aux East
Gym

3
8:00am-12:00pm Youth
Football Camp @ Olson Sports
Complex

4 5
Girls HS Basketball Camp @
Palmyra High School Aux East
Gym
Girls Basketball Team Camp @
Palmyra High School Main West
Gym
Boys Summer League Basketball
@ Syracuse
More...

6
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
8:00am-6:00pm Girls JV
Basketball Camp @ Multiple
Locations

7
BBBC @ Lawrence-Nelson HS
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
10:00am-11:00am Band
Rehearsal @ Palmyra High School
Band Room
More...

8
BBBC @ Lawrence-Nelson HS
GBBC @ York High School
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
4:00pm-7:00pm GMAX Turf
Testing @ Olson Sports Complex

9 10
Palmyra Parade @ Palmyra, NE

11 12
Boys Summer League Basketball
@ Syracuse
FFA Record Book Workday @
Palmyra
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
7:00pm BOE Meeting @ Palmyra

13
Girls JV Basketball Camp @
Sterling High School
FFA Record Book Workday @
Palmyra
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
10:00am-4:00pm JH/HS
Wrestling Camp @ Palmyra High
School Aux East Gym

14
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
10:00am-4:00pm JH/HS
Wrestling Camp @ Palmyra High
School Aux East Gym
6:00pm-7:30pm Youth 3v3
Practice @ Palmyra High School
Aux East Gym

15
BBBC @ Grand Island
Girls Varsity Basketball Camp @
Oakland Craig HS
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
10:00am-4:00pm JH/HS
Wrestling Camp @ Palmyra High
School Aux East Gym

16 17

18 19
Boys Summer League Basketball
@ Syracuse
Girls Varsity Basketball Camp @
Centennial High School
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
7:00pm-6:00pm Olson Complex
Football Field Maintenance @
Olson Sports Complex

20
FFA Record Book Workday @
Palmyra
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
10:00am-4:00pm Elementary
Wrestling Camp @ Palmyra High
School Aux East Gym

21
Girls JV Basketball Camp @
Concordia
FFA Record Book Workday @
Palmyra
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
More...

22
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
10:00am-4:00pm Elementary
Wrestling Camp @ Palmyra High
School Aux East Gym

23 24

25 26
Boys Summer League Basketball
@ Syracuse
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
8:00am-4:00pm UCA Cheer
Camp @ Multiple Locations

27
FFA Record Book Workday @
Palmyra
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
8:00am-4:00pm UCA Cheer
Camp @ Multiple Locations

28
BBBC @ Crete High School
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School
8:00am-4:00pm UCA Cheer
Camp @ Multiple Locations
6:00pm-7:30pm Youth 3v3
Practice @ Palmyra High School
Aux East Gym

29
Girls Varsity Basketball Camp @
Concordia
7:00am-9:30am Summer
Weights/Conditioning @ Palmyra
High School

30
GYMF @ Multiple Locations

Color key:  Home  Away



June 2023: Activities Board Report 

Summer strength and conditioning is underway Monday thru Thursday mornings 

until the first week of August. 

Multiple camps for all activities are scheduled throughout the summer (see 

attached calendar).     

Noah Carpenter Class C State Golf 3rd place finish 

13 State Track Qualifiers:   

--4x800 Relay 6th place: Rylie Walter, Kinsley Havranek, Bella Chambers, Erin 

Chambers 

200m 8th place Drew Erhart 

 

Activities calendar attached 

 

 



District OR-1 Admin Board Meeting
Monday, June 12th, 2023

Policy # 5101

● Suggestions for changing Policy #5101
○ Section C-2: Students are permitted to possess and use electronic devices before

school hours, at lunch time, and after school hours, provided that the student not
commit any abusive use of the device (see paragraph (d)(1). Administrators have
the discretion to prohibit

○ Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5101 Page 13 of 16 student possession or use of
electronic devices on school grounds during these times in the event the
administration determines such further restrictions are appropriate; an
announcement will be given in the event of such a change in permitted use

○ Section D-2: Disposition of Confiscated Electronic Devices: Electronic devices
possessed or used in violation of this policy may be confiscated by school
personnel and returned to the student or parent/guardian at an appropriate time.

○ If an electronic device is confiscated, the electronic device shall be taken to the
school’s main office to be identified, placed in a secure area, and returned to the
student and/or the student’s parent/guardian in a consistent and orderly way. (i)
First Violation: Depending upon the nature of the violation and the imposition of
other appropriate disciplinary action, Article 5 STUDENTS Policy No. 5101 Page
14 of 16 consequences at a minimum may include a relinquishment of the
electronic device to the school administration and a conference between the
student and school principal or assistant principal. The electronic device shall
remain in the possession of the school administration until such time as the
student personally comes to the school’s main office and retrieves the electronic
device. (ii) Second Violation: Depending upon the nature of the violation and the
imposition of other appropriate disciplinary action, consequences at a minimum
may include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the school administration
and a conference between the student and his/her parent/guardian and the school
principal or assistant principal. The electronic device shall remain in the
possession of the school administration until such time as the student’s
parent/guardian personally comes to the school’s main office and retrieves the
electronic device. (iii) Third Violation: Depending upon the nature of the violation
and the imposition of other appropriate disciplinary action, consequences at a
minimum may include a relinquishment of the electronic device to the school
administration, a conference between the student and his/her parent/guardian and
the school principal or assistant principal, and suspension of the student from



school. The electronic device shall remain in the possession of the school
administration until such time as the student’s parent/guardian personally comes
to the school’s main office and retrieves the electronic device.

● High School Parking Update:
○ Parking maps will go out throughout June and July via Facebook, Twitter,

Website.
● Cell Phone Changes at the High School:

○ Approved changes in phone policy will also go out via Facebook, Twitter,
Website, newsletter, email chain.

● Summer Enrichment:
○ Summer Enrichment started Monday, June 5th. We have 133students enrolled.

Summer Enrichment will continue through June 25th and end with a field trip to
the Lincoln Airport.

● Behavior Committee and Data Retreat:
○ These meetings will occur in June for the Elementary and HS. We will be making

changes to our Behavior plan for the Elementary to implement in the fall.
● Student Assessment and Curriculum Update:

○ Ms. Walter will provide information about NSCAS results and Mr. Johnson will
discuss updates to the social studies curriculum.

● Multicultural Report:
○ Multicultural reports indicate compliance with 100% of staff under Rule

16.004.11. A binder of specific classroom activities is in the office, and I attached
some specific examples.



DISTRICT OR-1 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
 CALENDAR 2023-2024. Updated. 6.8.2023

August 2023 August 2023 January 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 8-Aug Start of Fall Practice SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 5 Aug 7-11 District Staff Development: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 1 2 3 4 5 6
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 14-Aug First Day of School (Grades K-12) 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 15-Aug First Day of Preschool 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 September 2023 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
27 28 29 30 31 4-Sep NO SCHOOL -Labor Day 28 29 30 31

19 Teacher Days 19-Sep Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. P-T conf. 2:00-8:00 P.M. 20 Teacher Days 

14 Student Days 20-Sep Collab. PD/WD - No School for students 19 Student Days 
October 2023

September 2023 13-Oct End of First quarter February 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 16-Oct Start 2nd Quarter SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 20-Oct Fall Break; NO SCHOOL 1 2 3
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 November 2023 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 13-Nov Start Winter Practice 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 14-Nov Teacher Inservice No School 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 22-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 25 26 27 28 29

20 Teacher Days 23-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 20 Teacher Days 

19 Student Days 24-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 19 Student Days 
December 2023

October 2023 20-Dec End of Second Quarter: Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. March 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 21-Dec Winter Vacation December 21-January 3 SU M T W TH F SA
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 22-26-Dec  Five day moratorium period est. by NSAA 1 2
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 January 2024 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 1-3-Jan Winter Vacation 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 3-Jan Collab PD/WD - No School for Students 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
29 30 31 4-Jan School Resumes, Start 3rd Quarter 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

15-Jan No School - Martin Luther King Day 31

21 Teacher Days February 2024 18 Teacher Days 

21 Student Days 6-Feb Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. P-T conf. 2:00-8:00 P.M. 17 Student Days 
9-Feb NO SCHOOL Winter Break

November 2023 21-Feb Collab PD/WD - No School for Students April 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 29-Feb Start of Spring Practice SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 March 2024 1 2 3 4 5 6
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 1-Mar NO SCHOOL Spring Break 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 7-Mar End of Third Quarter 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 8-Mar NO SCHOOL Spring Break 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
26 27 28 29 30 11-Mar Collab PD/WD - No School for Students 28 29 30

19 Teacher Days 12-Mar Start 4th Quarter 21 Teacher Days 

18 Student Days 28-Mar Dismiss @ 1:00 P.M. Begin Easter Break 20 Student Days 
29-Mar NO SCHOOL: Easter Break

December 2023 April 2024 May 2024
SU M T W TH F SA 1-Apr NO SCHOOL: Easter Break SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 17-Apr Collab PD/WD - No School for Students 1 2 3 4
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 May 2024 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 11-May High School Graduation 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 15-May Elementary End of 2nd Semester Reg. Dismissal 26 27 28 29 30 31

31 16-May End 2nd Sem. -1:00 Dismissal H.S. :NS: Elem.Transition Day

14 Teacher Days 17-May Teacher Work Day 13 Teacher Days 

14 Student Days Note: Early dismissal times are 1:00 p.m. Elementary 11 Elem/12 HS Student Days 

93 Teacher Days First Semester students riding the buses will be dismissed at 12:45 p.m. 92 Teacher Days Second Semester 

86 Student Days First Semester 87 Student Days Second Semester 

173 Student Days

185 Teacher Days Additional notes: 

Legend for Colors Due to construction at the beginning 

Regular Dismissal for High School Students of the 2023-2024 school year, the

Elementary Students: End of Second Semester first day of school has been moved to 

Vacation Days Monday, August 14th. 

Parent Teacher Conferences

Early Dismissal: 1:00 p.m. HS / No School  for elementary The first day of preschool will be 

Professional Development Day for Staff: No school for students Tuesday, August 15th. 

Board Reviewed: 6.12.2023 



The Nebraska Association of School Boards provides programs, services and advocacy to strengthen public education for all Nebraskans.  Learn more at www.NASBonline.org

Events & Networking - https://members.nasbonline.org/events

Join NASB, as we travel the state for various workshops, meetings and events throughout the year.  To learn more and register 
for an NASB event, click on the 'My Membership' link, then navigate to the 'Events' dropdown and select 'Register'. 

All Dates & Locations Tentative & Subject to Change

Your Monthly Board Agenda Update Video Links from NASB
https://members.nasbonline.org/news-resources/video-library

NASB BOARD QUICKS
A MONTHLY E-UPDATE OF KEY DATES FROM THE NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS

J U N E
2 0 2 3

Leadership             Innovation             Vision             Engagement             #liveNASB             #weLIVEhere

1,960,000 Nebraskans     324,000 Students     1,700 Locally Elected School Board Members     260 Member Districts/ESUs     ONE NEBRASKA
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Continued on Page 2

School Leaders & Law Conference - June 14-15 - Kearney
NASB Member Golf Outing - June 14 - Kearney Country Club

NASB Leadership Workshop - June 7-8 - Lincoln

FORE!

J U L Y
2 0 2 3

ALICAP Summer Safety Workshop - July 10 - Gering

Team Building  - Self-Assessment  -  Discussion  -  Networking  -  Meeting Protocols/Agendas & Minutes  -  Policy Review

ALICAP Summer Safety Workshop - July 11 - Kearney
ALICAP Summer Safety Workshop - July 12 - Lincoln

NASB SCHOOL LEADERS & LAW CONFERENCE
JUNE 14-15, 2023 - KEARNEY

2023

REG BY 
6/2!

Wednesday, June 14  -  6:30 to 11:00 PM  -  Networking Reception & Hospitality Suite
An evening of networking that will include prizes from the golf outing, a light dinner buffet, live music, and a hospitality suite.

Thursday, June 15  -  9:00 AM to 3:15 PM  -  School Leaders & Law Conference

REG 
NOW!



YOUR 2023 PLATINUM AFFILIATES

The Nebraska Association of School Boards provides programs, services and advocacy to strengthen public education for all Nebraskans.  Learn more at www.NASBonline.org
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If your business would like to become an Affiliate Member of NASB, please visit: https://members.nasbonline.org/about-us/affiliate-members

NASB BOARD QUICKS
A MONTHLY E-UPDATE OF KEY DATES FROM THE NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS

J U N E
2 0 2 3

1,960,000 Nebraskans     324,000 Students     1,700 Locally Elected School Board Members     260 Member Districts/ESUs     ONE NEBRASKA

F A L L
2 0 2 3

Area Membership Meetings Begin August 22nd!!!
AUGUST 22 - VALENTINE          AUGUST 23 - GERING          AUGUST 24 - YORK          AUGUST 29 - NORTH PLATTE          SEPTEMBER 6 - NORFOLK          

SEPTEMBER 13 - KEARNEY          SEPTEMBER 19 - LA VISTA          SEPTEMBER 20 - FREMONT          SEPTEMBER 27 - NEBRASKA CITY

JOIN
US!
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* The Speaker reserves the right to revise the session calendar.

January 16 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 20 – Presidents’ Day
April 28 – Arbor Day
May 29 – Memorial Day

Legislative Recess Days Federal & State Holidays
February 6, 17, 27 
March 10, 17, 20, 27
April 7, 10, 21, 24
May 1, 12, 15, 26
June 5, 6, 7, 8
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LB 705

LB 787

LB 356LB 153

LB 372
LB 414LB 385

LB 762

LB 724

LB 603LB 520LB 516 LB 632

LB 647 LB 698LB 648

LB 708
LB 703

CHRISTMAS TREES, OH CHRISTMAS TREES ...
Christmas in May??? With less than 20 days left in the session, Senators have been putting together 
their Christmas Trees, Committee Priority Bills with other bills (ornaments) hung on them. 

It’s a common practice and the way the legislature can pass several bills at once. NASB now knows the 
makeup of the Education Committee’s “Christmas Tree” and it has 17 ornaments.

The Committee is attempting to address several issues through this committee package including: 
Educational workforce (385, 603, 724, 762), STEM education (520, 787), Special Education (153, 
414), Home school student/extracurricular activities (372), Option enrollment (414), School Safety 
(516), Student Discipline (632), Textbook loan program (647), Allocation of lottery dollars (705), 
and several bills included which were brought on behalf of higher education. 

As you can see, there are both bills NASB supports and opposes within this package.  We continue to 
work on improving those bills we oppose and supporting others.

We anticipate other bills being hung as ornaments throughout the first rounds of debate.  Watch for 
LBs 585 and 805 to be hung in subsequent days of debate.

THE TREE ...
The “Tree” is LB 705 (Murman) - Change provisions 
for the distribution of lottery funds used for 
education, transfer powers and duties, create new 
acts and funds, and change education provisions, 
with AM 1468. Here are the 17 ornaments, and a 
breakdowns from the Committee Statement which 
has more detail on all (https://nebraskalegislature.
gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/CS/LB705.pdf).  

You can also see more on the NASB bills page at 
https://nasb.enviseams.com/legislative-bills. 

•  LB 153 (amended)

•  LB 356

•  LB 372 (amended)*

•  LB 385 (amended)

•  LB 414 (amended)*

•  LB 516 (amended)

•  LB 520 

•  LB 603 (amended)

•  LB 632 (amended)

NASB LEGISLATIVE NOTES
TRACKING THE 2023 LEGISLATURE FROM THE NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS

The Nebraska Association of School Boards provides programs, services and advocacy to strengthen public education for all Nebraskans.  Learn more at www.NASBonline.org

Leadership             Innovation             Vision             Engagement             #liveNASB             #weLIVEhere

108th Legislature, 1st Session  -  May 1, 2023  -  Day 70 of 90 is tomorrow, May 2nd
1,960,000 Nebraskans     324,000 Students     1,700 Locally Elected School Board Members     260 Member Districts/ESUs     ONE NEBRASKA

YOUR 2023-24 EDUCATION COMMITTEE
SEN. DAVE MURMAN, CHAIR

SEN. JONI ALBRECHT
SEN. TOM BRIESE

SEN. DANIELLE CONRAD
SEN. LOU ANN LINEHAN

SEN. RITA SANDERS
SEN. LYNNE WALZ

SEN. JUSTIN WAYNE

YOUR 2023-24 REVENUE COMMITTEE
SEN. LOU ANN LINEHAN, CHAIR

SEN. JONI ALBRECHT
SEN. ELIOT BOSTAR 
SEN. TOM BRIESE

SEN. GEORGE DUNGAN
SEN. KATHLEEN KAUTH
SEN. DAVE MURMAN

SEN. BRAD VON GILLERN

LAWMAKING IN NEBRASKA
INTRODUCTION ... COMMITTEE ...

GENERAL FILE ... SELECT FILE ... 
FINAL READING ... GOVERNOR

SHARE YOUR STORY

KNOW YOUR DISTRICT’S DATA 

UNDERSTAND THE DATA THAT WILL 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

YOUR NASB LEGISLATIVE TEAM
COLBY COASH, JOHN SPATZ,  

MATT BELKA & LINDSEY WOOTON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

LB 585? LB 805?



NASB LEGISLATIVE NOTES
TRACKING THE 2023 LEGISLATURE FROM THE NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS

The Nebraska Association of School Boards provides programs, services and advocacy to strengthen public education for all Nebraskans.  Learn more at www.NASBonline.org
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108th Legislature, 1st Session  -  May 1, 2023  -  Day 70 of 90 is tomorrow, May 2nd
1,960,000 Nebraskans     324,000 Students     1,700 Locally Elected School Board Members     260 Member Districts/ESUs     ONE NEBRASKA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

•  LB 647 

•  LB 648 (amended)

•  LB 698 

•  LB 703 (amended)

•  LB 708 

•  LB 724 (amended)

•  LB 762 (amended)

•  LB 787 (amended)

AM 1468 also amends or introduces other programs found in LB 705, to include:
•  The College Pathway Program Act and the College Pathway Program Cash Fund are created to serve  
    low income and underrepresented students by providing grants to service providers who help qualifying  
    applicants in a variety of services such as completing applications for college, completing the FAFSA,  
    choosing correct course work to pursue a particular field of study.
•  Distance education initiatives shall be funded through 2023-24 from the Nebraska Education Improvement  
    Fund. Such initiatives shall be funded from 2024-29 from transfers pursuant to section 1 of this act (lottery  
    revenue allocations).
•  The Career Readiness and Dual Credit Education Grant is established and shall be administered by the  
    Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education. Grants shall be provided to teachers enrolled in  
    education pathways leading to qualification to teach dual-credit courses and career and technical education  
    courses.
•  Expanded Learning Opportunity Grant shall receive one percent of funds from the Nebraska Education  
    Improvement Fund for fiscal year 2023-24. Going forward, funding shall be 1.5% of funds from transfers  
    pursuant to section 1 of this act (lottery revenue allocations).
•  8 percent will be used for training teachers in safe behavioral management strategies, tactics, and  
    de-escalation procedures. Funding for the training courses will be in coordination with the Nebraska  
    Department of Education’s model behavioral management policy found in AM 1468.

LB 153 (as amended by AM 1421) - Would create the Extraordinary Increase in Special Education Expenditures 
Fund which shall be funded by two million five hundred thousand dollars from the Education Future Fund 
for fiscal year 2023-24 to carry out the Extraordinary Increase in Special Education Expenditures Act. 

LB 356 - Redefines terms under the Nebraska Opportunity Grant Act.

LB 372 (as amended by AM 1231) - Allows homeschooled students to participate in extracurricular activities 
in the school district in which they reside and directs school boards in their policy to require a homeschooled 
student to enroll in not more and no less than five credit hours offered by the school in any semester.  Tell 
your Senator that it is important to keep a nexus with any student who is going to represent your school. 

LB 705

LB 787

LB 356LB 153

LB 372
LB 414LB 385

LB 762

LB 724

LB 603LB 520LB 516 LB 632

LB 647 LB 698LB 648

LB 708
LB 703

Per the Committee Statement, AM 1468 
incorporates the provisions of seventeen other 

education bills into LB 705. The Committee voted 
to adopt AM 1468 on an 8-0-0-0 vote.



LB 385 (as amended by AM 1397) - Creates the Nebraska Teacher Recruitment and Retention Act, which is 
funded by the Education Future Fund. The purpose of the act is to incentivize the recruitment and retention 
of new teachers and teachers with a high-need certification. New teachers would be eligible for a two thousand 
five-hundred-dollar grant at the beginning of years two, four, and six. Teachers with a high-need certification 
will be eligible for a one-time grant worth five thousand dollars at the beginning of a school year in which 
such high-need subjects are taught by the grant recipient.

LB 414 (as amended by AM 689) - Would provide standards and practices for public school’s option 
enrollment program in order to ensure that children with special needs are not disqualified due to their 
special needs. AM 689 offers clarifying language to address standards by which a school district may 
determine the manner in which they manage option student applications, and also directs the school district 
in reporting requirements to the DOE regarding how option student applications are handled. Tell your 
Senator to adjust the date for identifying Special Ed capacities to April 1. 

LB 516 (as amended by AM 1442) - Appropriates eight hundred seventy thousand dollars from the General 
Fund each fiscal year to carry out the School Safety and Security Reporting Act in order to continue serving 
Nebraska citizens via the Safe2HelpNE hotline.

LB 520 - Change provisions relating to high school graduation requirements and academic content standards 
and the Computer Science and Technology Education Act

LB 603 (as amended by AM 1392) - Would incentivize the recruitment of public-school teachers by allowing 
persons who possess a bachelor’s degree and have been certified to teach through alternative organizations 
to become certified to teach in Nebraska after participating in a school district clinical experience for one 
semester in such individual’s first semester of employment.

LB 632 (as amended by AM 1208) - Would prohibit a school in a city of the metropolitan class from 
suspending a student in Pre-K through second grade. Exceptions are granted if such student brings a deadly 
weapon on school grounds, or to a school-sponsored activity or athletic event, or in a vehicle being used for 
a school purpose or by a school employee.

LB 647 - Change provisions relating to the purchase and loan of textbooks for children enrolled in kindergarten 
to grade twelve of a private school.

LB 648 (as amended by AM 814) - Creates the High School Equivalency Grant Fund and appropriates seven 
hundred fifty thousand dollars from the General Fund to provide assistance to institutions that offer high 
school equivalency programs and for expanding services and programs to support the completion of the 
general education test.

LB 698 - Change provisions relating to residency for enrollment in a public college or university.
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LB 703 (as amended by AM 1409) - Authorizes the Nebraska State College System, and the University of 
Nebraska System, to liquidate surplus property under its own authority.

LB 708 - Require the Office of Probation Administration, the State Court Administrator, the State Department of 
Education, and the Department of Health and Human Services to enter into a memorandum of understanding 
for the sharing of data regarding data relevant to students who are under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

LB 724 (as amended by AM 1235) - Addresses the on-going teacher shortage in Nebraska by removing basic 
skills testing from certification requirements, while retaining content knowledge testing requirements.

LB 762 (as amended by AM 1399) - Creates the Nebraska Paraprofessional to Teacher Program in order 
to increase the number of teachers in Nebraska by assisting individuals employed as a paraprofessional or 
paraeducator. Such participants may receive a grant of up to three thousand dollars per semester to fund 
educational expenses such as tuition, books, or other materials as required to receive a teaching certification. 
The act creates the Paraprofessional to Teacher Program Fund and directs the legislature to transfer one million 
dollars each fiscal year from the Education Future Fund to carry out this program.

LB 787 (as amended by AM 1453) - Creates the STEEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Entrepreneurship, 
Mathematics) Development Act using funds from the DOE Innovative Grant Fund. Such grants are to be 
used for developers to create learning platforms which provide game-based interaction to develop students 
in the fields of STEEM.
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