
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Thursday, May 11, 2023 5:00 PM

School Board Conference Room
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $326,705.78

Checks #32694 to #32758
4.4. Approve transfer of $326,705.78from MMDA checking to general fund 

checking. Checks #32694 to #32758 
4.5. Reading and approval of Bond fund bills in the amount of $39,083.75 . Checks 

#1045-1046.
4.6. Activity Fund Report
4.7. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $12,554.02

Checks #8385 to #8395
4.8. Teacher Graduate Credit Hour Approval
4.9. Request to use District Transportation to attend Summer Camps for Boys and Girls 

BB, Girls VB and Boys and Girls Wrestling.
5. Information Item

5.1. NCPA Academic All State Recognition
 

5.2. Student Handbook review and recommendations for 23-24.
6. Action Item

6.1. Discuss, consider and take action to Recognize and Congratulate the 2023 State 
Science Olympiad Students and Coaches.

6.2. Discuss, consider and take action to Recognize and Congratulate the 2023 State 
Qualifying Track Students and Coaches.

6.3. Discuss, Consider and Take action to Recognize and Congratulate the State FFA 
Students and Coaches.

6.4. Discuss, consider and take action on the Resolution to Approve Participation in the 
Nebraska Liquid Asset Fund.

6.5. Discuss, consider and take action to Approve the proposal from Weathercraft 
Roofing to replace three sections of roof.

6.6. Discuss, consider and take action to Accept Resigation of Staff.
6.7. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:



7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism

8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment

 













































































































 Revised 
 Student Handbook 

 ●  Dress Code (page 31)  No caps, hats, or bandanas are  to be worn in the building. 
 Students are expected to remove such items upon entering the building to start the day. 
 These items are to be placed in the student’s locker and should not be carried around 
 during the school day. 
 Change:  No head coverings (caps, hats, hoodies, or  bandanas) are to be worn in the 
 building. 

 ●  Student Behavior Offenses and Consequences (pages 80-84) Alignment to disciplinary 
 reports 

 ●  Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices (Page 17) Students may not use cell phones 
 or other electronic devices while at school, except as permitted in this handbook. 

 Students may use cell phones or other electronic devices on school grounds before and 
 after school, during lunch and during passing time between classes so long as they do 
 not create a distraction or a disruption. 

 Students may not use cell phones or other electronic devices while they are in locker 
 rooms or restrooms. Students must comply with each teacher’s classroom rules 
 regarding cell phone use in class. 

 Students may not use cell phones or other electronic devices while riding in a school 
 vehicle unless they have express permission to do so from the vehicle’s driver. 

 Students are personally and solely responsible for the security of their cell phones and 
 other electronic devices. 

 The school district is not responsible for theft, loss, or damage of a cell phone or any 
 calls made on a cell phone. 

 Students who violate this policy will have their cell phones or other electronic devices 
 confiscated immediately. The administration will return confiscated devices to the 
 offending student’s parent or guardian after meeting with the parent or guardian to 
 discuss the violation. Students who violate this policy may, at the discretion of the 
 school’s administration, be subject to additional discipline, up to and including 
 suspension or expulsion. The taking, disseminating, transferring, or sharing of obscene, 
 pornographic, lewd, or otherwise illegal images or photographs, whether by electronic 
 data transfer or otherwise may constitute a crime under state and/or federal law. Any 
 person engaged in these activities while on school grounds, in a school vehicle or at a 
 school activity will be subject to the disciplinary procedures of the student code of 
 conduct. Any student found to be in possession of obscene, pornographic, lewd, or 
 otherwise illegal images or photographs will be promptly referred to law enforcement 



 and/or other state or federal agencies, which may result in arrest, criminal prosecution, 
 and possible inclusion on sex offender registries. 

 Change:  Eliminating the use of cell phones during  the school day for students in grades 
 K-8. Students in grades 9-12 may have their cell phones during passing times, before 
 and after school, and during lunch. During class time, students will place their phones in 
 each classroom’s designated cell phone area. 

 Add:  Students should not be wearing headphones during  the day unless they are 
 specific for that class period. 

 Activity Handbook 
 ●  Eligibility (page 6) A student will not be ineligible if they have only one (l) failing class. 

 Eligibility/ineligibility will be established on a weekly basis from Monday at 9:00 a.m. to 
 the following Monday at 9:00 a.m. The student and parent will be notified of this period of 
 ineligibility. 
 Additional New Statement:  When an activity is scheduled  on a Monday, eligibility will be 
 checked at 12:00 p.m. on the Friday before the activity. Students and parents will be 
 notified before dismissal on Friday. 

 New 
 ●  Bathroom / Hall Pass (digital form?) 

 ●  AI (Artificial Intelligence)- it is not the work of the student and would be considered under 
 the plagiarism category 

 ●  Vape - maybe this doesn’t need to be included?? It should fall under the 
 handbook/disciplinary procedures already. 

 ●  Application for Extended School to Career 

 ●  ACT Prep requirement 

 ●  Personal Finance requirement (5 credits) 

 ●  Computer Science requirement (minimum of 5 credits) 

 Beginning with the school year 2024-2025, each public school district shall include 
 computer science and technology education in the instructional programs of its 
 elementary and middle schools, as appropriate. 



 Students in the class of 2027 (current 8th graders in 2022-2023) in public schools 
 must complete at least one course in computer science and technology (as defined by 
 Nebraska State Statute 79-3004) as a graduation requirement. 

 Each school district shall provide an annual computer science and technology 
 education status report to its local board of education and the State Department of 
 Education. 

 Computer Science and Technology must include, but is not limited to, knowledge and 
 skills regarding computer literacy, educational technology, digital citizenship, 
 information technology, and computer science. 

 ○  Definitions of these can be found on the  NDE CTE Website  . 

 Rule 10 allows this course to be taught virtually and/or in middle school for high school 
 credit as long as the requirements of the high school course are met. 

 A teacher holding a valid Nebraska Teaching Certificate must teach the course. A 
 teacher without the appropriate endorsement may monitor and assign grades, which 
 would count against the 80% endorsements requirement in Rule 10 

 ○  Endorsements that can teach the course 

 0304 (Business, Marketing, Info Tech); 1100  (Mathematics); 
 2701 (Information Technology); or 2911  (Information Technology - 
 CE) 

 The five-credit hours required for graduation can now be met by a single course or a 
 combination of high school courses that cover computer science and technology 
 academic content standards. 

 https://www.education.ne.gov/nce/cis/computer-science-technology-act-guidance/ 













Superintendent Report, May 2023

I donʼt have a lot more to report on since my update this past weekend.  

You may have noticed that we have received an influx of Applegate grants 
receipts.  We had a few grants projects that were late requests and late 
reimbursements.  The process is online now and much easier to claim 
reimbursement.

Corey and Jenny Turner donated a couple of older steers to the Tiger Beef 
program.  I delivered those to Ovid on Monday, so we will have beef available for 
the start of school year. 

Speaking of Tiger Beef, Mr. Turner visited with me about the cattle we have at the 
Ag building currently.  He has two students who would like to take these heifers 
and make their breeding program part of their FFA SAE program.  The students 
would take the heifers for the summer to pasture and run with a bull. We can visit 
more about this during the board meeting, that might be easier for me to explain in 
person.

The School Foundation is planning on participating in the Keith County Big Give 
again this year.  We are looking for an improvement project for the school.  Leah 
and I talked about improvements for the Media Center as a possible Big Give 
project.  We can share more at the meeting.  On another note, the foundation is 
going to present in July to the 100+ Womenʼs organization. This is an opportunity 
to increase our foundation visibility or presence and an opportunity to increase 
foundation funds for projects.  It is exciting to have an active foundation for our 
school.
Thank you to everyone who helps with this.  

I have scheduled the One-Act Trailer to have graphics installed.  Not sure when I 
will get it too Toxic Graphics, but soon. The trailer will have similar graphics as the 

District track was today and what a great performance by our students.  Scott did 
a great job organizing this event and it ran off really well.  We even had a state 
record set in the boys 200m today and a lot of facility records were broken today.  
That is pretty impressive.  Always a lot of compliments on our facility, so thank you 
for your continued support to have great facilities.  

I am not sure how much you have been following the legislature.  There is a lot of 
discussion about LB 705.  I am attaching a document from NCSA in the 



Superintendent report that gives information about the 24 other bills or measures 
inside of LB 705. We can discuss more at the meeting if necessary.  

I am sure there are more, but I will save the rest for tomorrow.  I promise I donʼt 
have that much more.  :)))

See you Thursday.  Del
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Nebraska Council of School Administrators 
 

The NCSA Updated Guide to LB 705: 
Education Committee Priority Package 

(As amended through Select File debate) 
 

By Dr. Mike Dulaney 
NCSA Executive Director 

May 10, 2023 
 
 
As amended on the first two rounds of debate, LB 705 represents comprehensive changes to 
education law, for both K-12 and postsecondary.  There are 24 separate measures contained in this 
package as it appears on Final Reading and includes new policy mandates and mandates on school 
employees.  What follows is a brief description of the 24 components of LB 705. 
 
(1) LB 153 (DeBoer) would create the Extraordinary Increase in Special Education Cost fund to 
assist school districts in covering large and often unexpected increases in special education costs. 
The bill originally intended to appropriate $10 million for the program. 
 
As amended, LB 153 reduces the applicability of the program and also the funding.  The 
amendment provides that eligibility for the program is limited to districts with expected special 
education expenditures that total (a) at least $50,000 annually or (b) one-half percent or more of 
the district's annual budget, whichever is greater.  The bill reduces the overall funding for the 
program to $2.5 million from the Education Future Fund (Governor’s school finance fund) each 
year. 
 
Note:  AM1681 (adopted on Select File) makes modifications and adds process and procedures to 
the Extraordinary Increase in Special Education Cost Act. 
 
(2) LB 201 (Vargas) would change high school graduation requirements and require high school 
students to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form for federal 
financial aid for their postsecondary education beginning in the 2024-25 school year. 
 
The school principal or the school principal’s designee of each public high school will provide the 
compliance information to NDE.  A school principal or designee will also provide separately the 
aggregate number of students who have not complied. 
 
(3) LB 222 (Fredrickson) prohibits a publicly funded college or university, as part of its student 
application and admission process, from inquiring about criminal history or juvenile court records 
regarding an applicant to the college or university, except as otherwise specifically required by 
state or federal law or when the information is offered voluntarily by an applicant.  (These 
provisions were added on Select File under AM1681.) 
 
(4) LB 356 (Walz) replaces the discontinued expected family contribution amount calculated by 
the federal government that is currently used to determine applicant eligibility with a revised 
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federally calculated method.  These changes would allow the Postsecondary Commission to 
continue awarding grants through the Nebraska Opportunity Grant program, but using an updated 
calculation based on a completed Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form. 
 
(5) LB 372 (Murman) amends existing law to change provisions regarding part-time student 
enrollment to allow home school students who live in the school district the ability to participate 
in the extracurricular activities offered at that school. 
 
As amended, LB 372 requires a student to enroll in not more and no less than five credit hours 
offered by the school in any semester. 
 
(6) LB 385 (Linehan) would create the Nebraska Teacher Recruitment and Retention Act.  The 
purpose is to incentivize the recruitment and retention of teachers in Nebraska. 
 
As amended, LB 385 provides a total of three retention grants of $2,500 instead of four as 
originally introduced.  The amendment also limits high need retention grants of $5,000 to teachers 
who gain a new certification in a high need area and teach in that area. 
 
The original bill specified appropriations of $10 million for the grant program.  As amended, the 
General Fund appropriation is eliminated and instead simply states that funding would derive from 
the Education Future Fund without specifying an amount. The program would terminate on 
January 1, 2028. 
 
(7) LB 414 (Conrad) proposes changes to provisions relating to the enrollment option program 
and special education services.  Capacity for special education services operated by an option 
school district would be determined on a case-by-case basis.  If an application for option 
enrollment received by a district indicates that the student has an IEP or has been diagnosed with 
a disability, the application would be evaluated by the district’s director of special education 
services, on a case-by-case basis, who will then determine if the district has the capacity to provide 
the applicant the appropriate services and accommodations.  Prior to October 15 of each year, a 
district’s school board can declare a program, class, or a school unavailable to option students for 
the next school year due to lack of capacity.  If an application is rejected by the option district, the 
rejecting district must provide written notification to the parent or guardian stating the specific 
reasons for the rejection including, for students with an IEP, a description of services and 
accommodations required that the district does not have the capacity to provide. 
 
As amended, LB 414 would make several changes to the original bill.  The amendment allows a 
SPED director to designate a staff member to evaluate applications. 
 
In addition, beginning July 1, 2024, and each July 1st thereafter, school districts must provide 
information relating to all applications rejected by the option school district.  This would include 
(a) the number of applications rejected in each public school in such district, (b) an explanation 
why each application was rejected, and (c) whether each application for option enrollment 
indicated that the student had an IEP, or had been diagnosed with a disability. 
 
(8) LB 516 (Walz) would create the School Safety and Security Reporting System Act.  The 
measure would create regionally focused security specialists operating under the state school 
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security director.  The bill would allocate $15 million to the Commissioner of Education to create 
a grant program to fund school security projects.  The projects can include, but not limited to, 
surveillance equipment, door-locking systems, and double-entry doors for school buildings. 
 
As amended, LB 516 would maintain the original provisions of the bill and also provide an annual 
appropriation of $870,000 from the General Fund for the School Safety and Security Reporting 
System Act (Safe2Help Nebraska). 
 
(9) LB 520 (Walz) attempts to delay the implementation timeline by a year and change some of 
the requirements created under LB 1112 (2022).  LB 1112 was passed and signed into law during 
the 2022 Session.  LB 1112, introduced by Senator McKinney, created the Computer Science and 
Technology Act, changed academic standards, and increased the credit hours required for 
graduation from high school. 
 
LB 520 provides that, beginning in school year 2027-28, at least five of the minimum credit hours 
must include computer science and technology education. 
 
LB 520 also states that the five high school credit hour requirement may be met by a single course 
or combination of high school courses that cover the computer science and technology academic 
content standards and may be made available in a traditional classroom setting, a blended-learning 
environment, or an online-based or other technology-based format. 
 
(10) LB 585 (Hughes) changes the list of duties of the state school security director to provide for 
the oversight of behavioral and mental health training, with a focus on suicide awareness and 
prevention in public schools. 
 
The measure expands the existing requirement that all public school employees who interact with 
students and any other appropriate personnel, as determined by the school superintendent, must 
receive at least one hour of behavioral and mental health training with a focus on suicide awareness 
and prevention training each year.  The training may include topics such as (i) identification of 
early warning signs and symptoms of behavioral and mental health issues in students, (ii) 
appropriate and effective responses for educators to student behavioral and mental health issues, 
(iii) trauma-informed care, and (iv) procedures for making students and parents and guardians 
aware of services and supports for behavioral and mental health issues. 
 
(11) LB 603 (Linehan) amends the Alternative Certification for Quality Teachers Act and permits 
the Commissioner of Education to issue an alternative certificate to teach on a full-time basis to 
any applicant who has a bachelor’s degree and completes an online course offered by a national 
organization.  The entity bringing the legislation forward is the American Board for Certification 
of Teacher Excellence. 
 
As amended, LB 603 would add a prerequisite of one semester of student-teaching prior to 
receiving a state teaching certificate. 
 
(12) LB 632 (McKinney) originally prohibited an Omaha area school district from suspending a 
student in Pre-K through 2nd grade. 
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As amended, LB 632 makes the legislation applicable to ALL public school districts and amends 
the Student Discipline Act.  Under the amendments, an elementary school may not suspend a 
student in pre-kindergarten through second grade.  Each school district must develop a policy to 
implement these provisions, which must include disciplinary measures inside the school as an 
alternative to suspension. 
 
As amended, an elementary school may suspend a student in pre-kindergarten through second 
grade if the student brings a deadly weapon on school grounds, in a school vehicle, or at a school-
sponsored activity or athletic event. 
 
(13) LB 647 (McDonnell) changes provisions relating to the purchase and loan of textbooks for 
children enrolled in the kindergarten through twelfth grade at a private school.  Beginning July 1, 
2024, NDE would assume the reasonability of the textbook loan program and purchases for non-
public schools.  NDE may utilize up to 5% of the program’s appropriated funds to administer the 
program.  NDE may also contract with a third-party vendor to assist in carrying out the 
implementation of the program.  The current appropriation to the Textbook Loan Program is 
$1,465,500 so the 5% being allocated to administer the program is equal to $73,275. 
 
(14) LB 648 (McDonnell) modifies existing provisions relating to high school equivalency 
programs.  The bill would ensure an annual appropriation of $750,000 and provide that such funds 
would be used by NDE to provide assistance to institutions that offer high school equivalency 
programs and for expanding services and programs to support the completion of the general 
educational test. 
 
Each institution must offer to “eligible individuals” adult dropout recovery services, including 
recruitment and learning plan development, and provide proactive coaching and mentoring to such 
individuals, culminating in qualification for a high school diploma.  An eligible individual is 
defined as adults and out-of-school youths 16 years of age or older who are not enrolled or required 
to be enrolled in secondary school under state law and who have not previously earned a high 
school diploma or diploma of high school equivalency. 
 
(15) LB 698 (Murman) grants residency and education benefits to veterans of the U.S. Space 
Force, eliminates redundant language, and aligns Nebraska's statutes with federal law. 
 
(16) LB 703 (Murman), as amended, provides that the state purchasing bureau would be 
responsible for all purchases by all state agencies other than the University of Nebraska and the 
Nebraska state colleges. 
 
(17) LB 705 (Murman) provides for a new distribution of lottery funds for educational purposes.  
The total amount of funds available is approximately $24.5 million.  The bulk of the funds will 
continue to be used for postsecondary scholarships.  Eight percent of the funds will be dedicated 
for behavioral training (related to LB 811) beginning in 2024 through 2029. 
 

Nebraska Education Improvement Fund for 2023-24: 
 
 62% ....... Nebraska Opportunity Grant Fund; 
 17% ....... Innovative Grant Fund; 
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 9% ......... Community College Gap Assistance Program Fund; 
 8% ......... Excellence in Teaching Cash Fund; 
 3% ......... Distance education initiatives; and 
 1% ......... Expanded Learning Opportunity Grant Fund. 
 

Nebraska Education Improvement Fund for 2024-29: 
 
 58% ....... Nebraska Opportunity Grant Fund; 
 10% ....... Department of Education Innovative Grant Fund; 
 8% ......... Behavioral Training Cash Fund (LB 811); 
 8% ......... Excellence in Teaching Cash Fund / Career Readiness and Dual Credit Fund; 
 7% ......... Community College Gap Assistance Program Fund; 
 3% ......... Distance education initiatives; 
 2% ......... College Pathway Program Cash Fund; 
 1.5% ...... Expanded Learning Opportunity Grant Fund; 
 1.5% ...... Mental Health Training Cash Fund; and 
 1% ......... Door to College Scholarship Fund. 
 
(18) LB 708 (Arch) would require the Office of Probation Administration, the State Court 
Administrator, NDE, and DHHS to enter into a memorandum of understanding by October 1, 2023, 
for the sharing of data regarding students who are under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court.  The 
memorandum would include the intent for NDE to contract with an outside consultant with 
expertise in the education of court-involved students to assist in the development of policies and 
procedures.  The consultant would provide a draft report containing the recommendations to the 
appropriate agency representatives and to the Commissioner of Education, the chief executive 
officer of DHHS, and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court by September 1, 2024. 
 
(19) LB 724 (Vargas) would originally remove the basic skill and content knowledge test 
requirements for teaching certificates. 
 
As amended, LB 724 allows the State Board of Education to test for content knowledge when 
setting standards for teaching certification. 
 
(20) LB 762 (DeBoer) as modified under AM1681 on Select File, requires NDE to create and 
administer the Nebraska Teacher Apprenticeship Program.  The purpose of the program is to help 
recruit and increase the number of teachers throughout the state by utilizing an apprenticeship 
model for training.  The program shall provide for an applicant who successfully completes the 
program to obtain a certificate or permit issued by the Commissioner of Education.  
 
An individual may apply for participation in the program if the individual (a) is an employee of a 
school approved or accredited by NDE or (b) has a contract to begin working for a school approved 
or accredited by NDE at the start of the school year for which the individual is applying for 
participation in the program. 
 
The department must determine requirements for completion of the program by an applicant. The 
requirements must include:  (a) The completion of a one-year apprenticeship in a classroom; (b) 
A baccalaureate degree from a standard institution of higher education; and (c) Successful 
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completion of a subject area examination and pedagogy examination created by the department as 
part of the program. 
 
The measure appropriates $1 million for fiscal year 2023-24 and each fiscal year thereafter for the 
program. 
 
(21) LB 774 (Vargas) provides comprehensive changes to the Student Discipline Act.  Among the 
changes, any student who is suspended will be given an opportunity to complete any classwork 
and homework missed during the period of suspension, including exams.  Each district must 
develop and adopt guidelines that provide the student with the opportunity to complete classwork 
and homework.  Those guidelines may not require the student to attend the school district's 
alternative programs for expelled students in order to complete classwork and homework. 
 
The student or the student’s parent or guardian can request designation of a hearing examiner other 
than the hearing examiner recommended by the superintendent. 
 
Overall, this measure would make significant changes in the Student Discipline Act appeals 
process, which will have an effect on both large and small schools. 
 
(22) LB 787 (Wayne) creates the STEEM Development Act.  The Act would provide grants 
through NDE to any developer to help them develop and provide a learning platform that: 
 

• Is designed to teach information related to chemistry and physical science or business; 
• Aligns with chemistry and physical science or business standards established by the State 

Board of Education; 
• Connects the standards with real-world technologies and applications; and 
• Highlights science, technology, engineering, entrepreneurship, and mathematics career 

pathways in Nebraska. 
 
Any developer that receives a STEEM grant must provide access to its learning platform to all 
Nebraska school districts.  LB 787 provides intent to annually appropriate $5 million to NDE to 
award grants through the STEEM Development Act. 
 
(23) LB 805 (von Gillern) requires each school district, upon request, to allow a representative of 
any youth organization to provide (a) oral or written information to the students of the school 
district regarding the youth organization and how the youth organization furthers the educational 
interests and civic involvement of students in a manner consistent with good citizenship and (b) 
services and activities to any student of the school district who is a member of the youth 
organization. 
 
As amended, each school district must make a good faith effort to select a date, time, and location 
for each requesting youth organization to provide such information, services, or activities that is 
mutually agreeable to the school district and to the youth organization.  Oral information may only 
be provided during noninstructional time. 
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In addition, language was added to require that nothing may be construed to supersede a parent's 
ability to exercise any rights the parent has under a school district policy established pursuant to 
the Parental Involvement Act. 
 
(24) LB 811 (Murman) creates the Behavioral Intervention Training and Teacher Support Act and 
provide funding through lottery proceeds.  As amended, the measure retains the training program 
and provides a duty for NDE to create a model policy on behavioral management. 
 
By July 1, 2025, NDE would be required to develop and adopt a model policy relating to behavioral 
intervention, behavioral management, classroom management, and removal of a student from a 
classroom in school.  The model policy would include appropriate training for school employees 
on behavioral intervention, behavioral management, classroom management, and removal of a 
student from a classroom in schools and how frequently the training would be required. 
 
By August 1, 2025, each school district would be required to develop and adopt a policy consistent 
with the model policy developed by NDE, which would be a requirement for accreditation.  The 
policy must be filed with the Commissioner of Education. 
 



May 2023
Elementary Principal Report
Submitted By: Melissa States

Just 5 more school days to go!! Thank you for the opportunity to serve the students
and families of Paxton during the 2022-2023 school year. What an adventure it has
been!☺ I am so proud of all that we’ve accomplished.

Kindergarten And Preschool Orientation
Miss Schaeffer held Kindergarten Orientation on Friday, April 21. There are
currently 11 students in our kindergarten class for next year. The students visited
the classroom for some fun activities, and Miss Schaeffer held a parent meeting to
inform parents about kindergarten programming and expectations.

Student Recognition:
Wewill be recognizing student achievement in Accelerated Reader with trips to The
Grainery for ice cream (50 point earners) and The North Platte Rec Center (100
point earners). I have also recognized students for perfect attendance each month
throughout the year. Cheyenne Enquist (Kindergarten) has had perfect attendance
for the ENTIRE SCHOOL YEAR!!

Math CurriculumWork
Teachers in grades K-5 will participate in some math curriculum work, in response
to our school improvement visit from February. The visitation team recommended
that we review our Reveal Math implementation, now that we have completed 2 full
years with the program. We need to evaluate our work to connect Reveal Math
lessons to Nebraska standards more closely, and determine areas that teachers feel
need to be supplemented and why/how. Lane Swedberg, from ESU 16 will lead us in
this work on May 23, from 10:00-12:00.

Summer Reading Program
In an effort to continue to meet the requirements of LB 1081 “Nebraska Reading
Improvement Act”, we will again be offering our Summer Reading Camp for students
in grades K-3 who could benefit from continued learning. Our camp will be held
during the month of June on Mondays and Thursdays, and will include trips to the
Paxton Public Library and the Paxton Pool. The program will include approximately
10 students.

Elementary Track And Field Day
Elementary Track And Field Day is scheduled for Friday, May 12 from 9:30-2:00,
weather permitting. If we need to reschedule due to weather, it would be on
Monday, May 15, 2023.

SpheroWorld Competition
We had two teams compete in Sphero this year, and BOTH teams made it to the
World Competition Finals. They submitted their interview entries last week via



Zoom and we should hear very soon about where they placed as a team. Great work
by Mrs. Gleason and the Sphero Team



 Mrs. McAbee 
 Principal Report 
 May 9, 2023 

 I want to begin by thanking everyone who has made me feel so welcomed in my first year as a 
 Principal at Paxton Schools. I am extremely grateful for Mr. Dack and Mrs. States as I have 
 relied on their guidance throughout the year! Thank you to the students, staff, Cher, Olene, and 
 the school board for your support. I greatly appreciate it! 

 Testing: 

 NSCAS Testing: Students in Grades 6-8 finished their tests on Tuesday, May 2nd. They all 
 stayed focused and worked hard. All students who improved on both the ELA and Math test will 
 be rewarded by a pizza party and all students who improved on both the ELA and Math test plus 
 received an on track or advanced rating will attend a pizza and movie party! We will celebrate 
 this accomplishment on May 15, 2023. 

 Activities: 

 Music -  Mrs. Peters and the students in grades 6-8  performed their spring concert on Monday, 
 April 24th. They all did a great job! 

 FFA -  The FFA banquet and auction was held on Monday,  May 1st. Many students were 
 recognized for their accomplishments in FFA this year along with the induction of the new 
 officers. Congratulations to students and advisors on a successful evening! 

 Science Olympiad - State Competition (April 15th )  26 students and their sponsors, Mrs. 
 Mullen, Mrs. Cullers, and Mrs. Stevenson traveled to Lincoln to compete in the State Science 
 Olympiad competition. In Division C, Sarah Brott and Madison Hansen placed 4th in Disease 
 Detectives, Noah Connick and John Fricke placed 4th in Flight and 6th in Bottle Rockets. 

 In Division B, Abby Fote and Landon Drews placed 2nd in Agriculture Science, Jesse Connick 
 and Mackenzie Sanchez placed 6th in towers, Hadleigh Kramer and Victoriah Fox placed 1st in 
 Can’t Judge a Powder, Jesse Connick and Landon Cleveland placed 4th in Flight, Thomas Jay 
 and Landon Drews placed 3rd in Rollercoaster and 5th in Storm the Castle, Jayden Montelongo, 
 Kaydence Mullen, and Hadleigh Kramer placed 3rd in Experimental Design. Way to go Tigers! 

 FPS -  Congratulations to Mrs. Peters and the FPS students  who qualified and competed at 
 State FPS in Kearney. Students included Preston Runge, Kepler Spurgin, Madi Mullen, Natalie 
 Jorgensen, and Marlee Gleason. Students received a 3rd place trophy for the skit competition. 
 Good Job Tigers! 

 Mullen Art Show:  Mr. White, Jacelyn Jorgensen, Rebecca  Fox, and Mercy Egan attended the 
 Mullen Art Show on Tuesday, April 11th. There were 31 entries for Paxton and we received 22 
 ribbons while placing 3rd as a school. Way to go Tigers! 



 Mercy Egan - Runner-Up Best of Show, 1st in Color, 4th in Watercolor ,2nd in Black & White, 
 Honorable Mention in Pencil 
 Eden Coppersmith - 5th in Color, 1st in Watercolor, 3rd in Black & White 
 Savanna McMahon - Honorable Mention in Color, Honorable Mention in Color, 2nd in 
 Watercolor, 1st in Black & White 
 Angel Dean - Honorable Mention in Special Projects, 1st in Pencil 
 Angeline Villa - 4th in Black & White, Honorable Mention in Acrylic, Honorable Mention in 
 Special Project 
 Isaiah Fox - 5th in Black & White 
 Kepler Spurgin - 3rd in Special Projects, Honorable Mention in Acrylic 
 Jacelyn Jorgensen - 5th in Color 
 Rebecca Fox - 2nd in Color 

 Student Handbook  - We plan to look at and make some  updates to the student handbook for 
 next year. We also want to make sure the disciplinary reports are in alignment with the 
 procedures placed in the handbook. 

 School Improvement -  We will be meeting with our staff  during their inservice days on May 
 23rd and 24th to discuss school improvement topics and plan as we move forward. 

 Accelerated Readers Recognition - 
 100 Point Club  200 Point Club  300 Point Club 
 Jesse Connick  Miah Fox  Noah Connick 
 Mercy Egan  Madilynn Mullen  Halle Griffiths 
 Marlee Gleason 
 Judah Griffith 
 Ainsley McConnell 
 AJ McMillan-Peters 

 Upcoming Dates: 

 Honors Night -  May 16, 2023 Grades 6-8 @ 6:00 p.m  and Grades 9-12 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Students in grades 6-12 will be recognized for their academic and extracurricular achievements 
 on the evening of May 16, 2023. No meal will be served. Grades 6-8 presentations are from 
 6-6:45 p.m. and Grades 9-12 are from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Senior Appreciation Night -  May 12, 2023 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Graduation -  May 13, 2023 @ 3:00 p.m. 
 NSCAS Growth Pizza/Movie Party  - May 15, 2023 
 Accelerated Reader Luncheon -  May 16, 2023 
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