
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, September 18, 2023 6:10 PM

School Board Conference Room
P.O. Box 368

Paxton, NE 69155-0368

Agenda

1. Call To Order, Roll Call
2. Notice of Open Meetings Statute
3. Recognition of Visitors
4. Consent Agenda

4.1. Approval of Minutes
4.2. Financial Report
4.3. Reading and approval of general fund bills in the amount of $348,722.28. Checks 

#32954 to #33015
4.4. Approve a transfer of $348,722.28 from MMDA checking to general fund checking. 

Check #32954 to #33015
4.5. Activity Fund Report
4.6. Reading and approval of the Lunch fund bills in the amount of $18,941.14 Check 

#8415 to #8423
5. Information Item

5.1. Believers and Achievers Student Recognition
5.2. SAE Presentation by Landon Drews
5.3. Upcoming Board Member Conference

6. Action Item
6.1. Discuss, consider and take action to Recognize and Congratulate the 2023 Sphero 

Team and Sponsor.
6.2. Discuss, consider and take action to Recognize and Congratulate the 2023 Future 

Problem Solving Team and Sponsor.
6.3. Discuss, consider and take action to Adopt the 2023-2024 School District Budget.
6.4. Discuss, consider and take action to set the 2023-2024 Property Tax Request as 

presented.
6.5. Discuss, consider and take action to approve the Paxton Education Association as 

the bargaining agent.
6.6. Excuse Absent Board Members

7. Reports:
7.1. Report of the Superintendent
7.2. Report of the Principal
7.3. Committee Reports:

7.3.1. Finance and Personnel
7.3.2. Building and Grounds
7.3.3. Transportation
7.3.4. Instruction and Americanism

8. Next meeting dates and time
9. Adjournment



 







PAXTON CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
September 1, 2023

The Special Board Meeting of the Paxton Board of Education was called to order by President
Cory Holm at 7:02 a.m. Roll Call – Present: Cory Holm, Brittany Hardin, Michael Holzfaster,
Doug Wasserman, Leah Fote. Absent: Jeremy Spurgin. Also present for the meeting were
Superintendent Del Dack.

President Holm notified the public of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act which was posted.
Agendas are posted according to Policy #2015 and published in the Keith County News on
August 25, 2023, The Disabilities Education Act. No visitors present.

CONSENT AGENDA: None

INFORMATION ITEM: None

ACTION ITEMS: Moved by Michael Holzfaster and seconded by Brittany Hardin to adopt a
resolution increasing the schools district’s base growth percentage used to determine the school
district’s property tax request authority by up to seven percent (7%) as reviewed and revised.
Voting: Aye: Cory Holm, Brittany Hardin, Michael Holzfaster, Doug Wasserman, Leah Fote.
Absent: Jeremy Spurgin. Nay – none. Motion carried.

Moved by Brittany Hardin and seconded by Michael Holzfaster to approve the absence of
Jeremy Spurgin from the meeting. Voting: Aye: Brittany Hardin, Michael Holzfaster, Doug
Wasserman, Leah Fote, Cory Holm. Absent: Jeremy Spurgin. Nay – None. Motion carried.

No absences from the meeting. No action taken.

President Holm adjourned the meeting at 7:18 a.m.

Leah Fote
Secretary





























































































































2022-2023 2023-2024 Change
Property Valuations                            497,686,838                             532,913,142 7%

Fund
2022-2023 

Operating Budget

2022-2023 
Property Tax

 Request
2022

Tax Rate

Property Tax Rate
(2022-2023 Request

Divided By
2023 Valuation)

2023-2024
Operating Budget

2023-2024
Proposed Property

Tax Request

Proposed
2023

Tax Rate

Change 
in Tax 
Rate

Change in 
Operating 

Budget

General Fund 4,395,730.00                     2,525,253.00                      0.507398 0.473858 4,744,612.00              2,763,636.00                          0.518590 2% 8%

Bond Fund(s) K - 12 1,639,517.00                     608,250.00                         0.122215 0.114137 1,645,293.00              606,061.00                             0.113726 -7% 0%

Bond Fund(s)  K - 8 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 #DIV/0! 0

Bond Fund(s)  9 - 12 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 #DIV/0! 0

Bond Fund _____________ 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 #DIV/0! 0

Special Building Fund 646,827.00                        50,505.00                           0.010148 0.009477 1,361,865.00              151,515.00                             0.028431 180% 111%

Qualified Capital Purpose
Undertaking Fund  K - 12 0.000000 0.000000 -                              -                                          0.000000 #DIV/0! 0

Qualified Capital Purpose
Undertaking Fund  K - 8 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 #DIV/0! 0

Qualified Capital Purpose
Undertaking Fund  9 - 12 0.000000 0.000000 0.000000 #DIV/0! 0

Total 6,682,074.00                     3,184,008.00                      0.639761 0.597472 7,751,770.00              3,521,212.00                          0.660747 3% 16%

Notice of Special Hearing To Set Final Tax Request
Paxton Consolidated Schools (51-0006) in Keith County, Nebraska

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of State Statute Section 77-1632, that the governing body will meet on the 14th day of, September 2023 at 6:00 o'clock P.M., at Ogallala 
HS Performing Arts Center for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to setting the final tax request.

2023-2024 Budget Information2022-2023  Budget Information



NOW, THEREFORE, the Governing Body of Paxton Consolidated Schools resolves that:

1. The 2023-2024 property tax request be set at:

General Fund: 2,763,636.00$        
Bond Fund: 606,061.00$           

Special Building Fund: 151,515.00$           
-$                       

2. The total assessed value of property differs from last year’s total assessed value by 7.08 percent.

3.

4.

5.

6. A copy of this resolution be certified and forwarded to the County Clerk on or before October 15, 2023.

Motion by ________, seconded by _______ to adopt Resolution #______.

Dated this ______ day of ___________, 2023

Paxton Consolidated Schools proposes to adopt a property tax request that will cause its tax rate to be 0.660747 per $100 of 
assessed value.

Voting no were: 

Based on the proposed property tax request and changes in other revenue, the total operating budget of Paxton Consolidated 
Schools will increase (or decrease) last year’s budget by 16.01 percent.

Voting yes were: 

RESOLUTION SETTING THE PROPERTY TAX REQUEST

RESOLUTION NO. _______________

WHEREAS, Nebraska Revised Statute 77-1632 and 77-1633 provides that the Governing Body of Paxton Consolidated Schools 
passes by a majority vote a resolution or ordinance setting the tax request; and

WHEREAS, a special public hearing was held as required by law to hear and consider comments concerning the property tax 
request;

The tax rate which would levy the same amount of property taxes as last year, when multiplied by the new total assessed 
value of property would be 0.597472 per $100 of assessed value.

Qualified Capital Purpose 
Undertaking Fund: 



Superintendent Report - September 2023

Hello and Happy Fall.  I hope you are all doing well.  We are off to a great start and 
time is flying by.  Hard to believe that parent teacher conferences are beginning 
next week and this completes our 4th week of school already.  

I shared the Joint Public Hearing information in a previous email.  Thank you for 
approving the increase and  Cory for attending the hearing with me.  Please let me 
know if you have any questions and direct any phone calls to me, if necessary.  
The pink card arrived late, so we may have people come to the meeting on 
Monday for the Budget Hearing.

The building project is on hold until the roofing is installed.  The electrical and 
HVAC can not be completed until the building is dried in. I am hopeful the 
playground project will begin soon as well.  I will try to get a better update for you 
on Monday.

Weathercraft is planning to start replacing roofs that are out of warranty.  They 
delivered product on Friday and plan to begin on Monday.  

I have been working with All Star Glass to look at and make and needed repairs to 
vehicle and bus windows.  Most needed some rock chip repair and a couple 
needed new windows.  I will work with insurance on these repairs and prior to 
replacing a bus window at a cost of $2200.  OUCH!

While on transportation, Rianna Jones is close to finishing the required 
coursework for her CDL.  Rianna is also working as a Para for us so she has not 
been able to devote as much time to completing this requirement.  In the 
meantime, Laurie Stevens has been helping out as a bus substitute on the evening 
routes and Jim Knothe continues to drive for us. 
 
It was brought to my attention that the Paxton Education Association membership 
in NSEA is lowering.  I think the association is trying to reorganize to negotiate and 
is requesting that we recognize them as the Paxton Education Association.  I 
visited with Steve Williams about this and he said if they request to be recognized, 
the board should approve prior to October 1st.  This is why it is on the agenda.  

State School Board Conference is November 15-17.  Registration is open so please 
check you calendars and let me know if you would like to attend this conference.

I will save the rest for Monday!  Have a great weekend.     Del





Mrs. McAbee’s Principal Report Sept. 18, 2023

New Program and School Implementations:
● E-Hall Pass - All staff using E-Hall pass have been trained. Students will begin using the

pass during the week of Sept. 18th
● Vape Detectors - devices are installed and we continue to work through the learning

curves and alerts

Professional Development:
● Region V Principals’ Meeting, Wednesday, September 13th in Ogallala - vape detectors

and consequences were discussed
● ESU Principal Cadre - North Platte, September 28th - will include Educlimber training
● Teach Point - staff evaluation tool through Vector that we are gathering more information

about and how it could benefit our staff
● HQIM Math Cohort - Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Uden, and Mrs. McAbee will be participating in

a Math Cohort with Brady and Ogallala Schools. We will observe Reveal math at other
schools and problem solve together with other secondary teachers. Teachers and admin
will travel to other schools for observation throughout the year. Dates include:

○ Sept. 26th @ Brady
○ Oct. 31st @ Paxton
○ Dec. 5th @ Ogallala

● KSB Principal Series - zoom meetings Mrs. States and Mrs. McAbee will be attending
throughout the year

● INDEPTH - through the American Lung Association - program students will use while
serving detention for vape use at school

ESU 16 PLC: Paxton teachers attended Day One of the ESU 16 PLC August 11, 2023. John
O’Leary, a true survivor, presented an inspirational message. I would encourage everyone to look
at his work and books at johnolearyinspires.com During the rest of the day, staff met in their
respective PLC groups and then attended break-out sessions. Administrators discussed hot topics
with Lincoln County Attorney, Senator Mike Jacobsen, and a school attorney Justin Knight.

Fall Testing:
We have completed our testing for this fall, with the exception of a couple of make-up tests.
Grades 6-8 were given the NSCAS Growth tests in ELA & Math and Grades 9-10 were given the
MAPS tests in ELA, Science, and Math.



E-Sports:
Mr. Uden is leading the E-Sports team and they are getting all of their equipment set up and
ready to go. We currently have 7 students participating in the fall games. The fall season will
begin on Sept. 18th and competition dates will be decided. The games included in this season are
Valorant, Clash Royale, and Super Smash Bros Ultimate.

Youth Surveys: ​​Keith County Youth Survey is through the Nebraska Community Foundation.
They have been conducting youth surveys for years unveiling information about the youth in
Nebraska and their hopes and dreams. They strive to make our communities a place where we all
want to live, work and play and they know that listening to our youth and implementing their
ideas is very important for a holistic community.

Students completed these surveys last spring and the Keith County Foundation representatives
will be in Paxton Oct. 5th at 1:00 p.m. to hold their student conversations.

One-Act Play:
One Act Coach Tania Fox and Paxton high school students will be performing Clue this fall for
the One Act contests. The play is based off of the movie and board game “Clue”. Tania also
plans to attend the NSCTA (Nebraska Speech Communication & Theatre Association) meeting
in Kearney on Thursday, Sept. 21st.

Yearbook Field Trip:
Mrs. Schimonitz and 5 yearbook students traveled around Ogallala on Sept. 13th for yearbook ad
sales. They will also be selling ads locally for the yearbook.

Biology Field Trip:
Mrs. Stevenson and her 3rd period Biology class will be taking a field trip to North Platte for the
Youth Field Science Day at UNL Extension Office.

RPAC Student Leadership Workshop:
Mrs. Schimonitz will be taking 10 Student Council students to attend the workshop on
Wednesday, September 27th at McCook Community College.

Letter Club / Homecoming Activities:
● Sept. 22nd - decorate windows downtown (8:00-10:00
● Sept. 22nd - 10:00 Class meetings to plan hallways and skits
● Sept. 25th & 26th - decorate hallways (4th period on 25th) and (5th period on 26th)
● Sept. 29th - BBQ (11:40), Pep Rally (12:15), Dismiss (2:00), Football (6:30), Coronation

(after game), Dance (9:30-11:00)
● Oct. 3rd - Clean up downtown windows (6th period)



FFA:
The FFA Chapter kicked off the year with a Welcome Back BBQ on Sept. 11th. Thank you to the
FFA Booster Club for their help with the event. The chapter is excited about this year's calendar
of events.
Upcoming events:
Sept. 18th - FFA Trash Pick-Up
Sept. 20th - Farm Bureau Ag Day in Ogallala with 10th-12th grade Ag students & Mr. White
Sept. 20th - Range ID workshop with Intro to Ag Students (9th grade) & Mr. Turner
Sept. 29th - Redneck Relays during Homecoming Pep Rally
Oct. 4th - Livestock Judging Clinic @ Valentine
Oct. 9th - FFA Officer Workshop
Oct. 11th - District Livestock Judging @ North Platte

Emergency Drills:
● Fire Drills - Aug. 23rd and Aug. 31st
● Evacuation & Reunification Drill - Sept. 8th (thank you to all involved)
● Tornado Drill - Sept. 12th

Teacher Evaluation:
Teachers of secondary students are developing a Professional Development Plan (PDP). These
plans will include standard alignment of their curriculum to determine the use of HQIM. Teacher
evaluations will be scheduled towards the end of September and beginning of October.

Parent-Teacher Conferences:
Conferences are scheduled for Wednesday Sept. 20th and Wednesday, Sept. 27th from 3-7 PM.
Drawings for a family season pass, Paxton apparel, and concession stand coupons for those
parents who attend. Information regarding Science Olympiad will also take place during
conferences.



September 2023
Elementary Principal
Submitted By: Melissa States

The elementary students and teachers are off to a wonderful start!!!
I am so proud of all that they have already accomplished in such a short amount of time.
The teachers are looking forward to meeting and greeting parents on September 20th and
27th during parent/teacher conferences.

Enrollment: Please see the list below for current enrollment information by grade:
Preschool- 12
Kindergarten- 11
1st Grade- 9
2nd Grade- 8
3rd Grade- 11
4th Grade- 10
5th Grade- 11
Total Current Enrollment- 72

Professional Development Plans/Student Learning Objectives:
Each of the elementary teachers will be creating, and submitting, a Professional
Development Plan, to me, by October 1. Each PDP will contain teacher goals focused on
improving parent/family communication and collaboration. I have asked that the teachers
specifically address the following:
- The importance of regular attendance during the elementary grades
- The content area standards at each grade level
- The formative and summative assessments we use at each grade level
- A plan for establishing clear and direct lines of communication with parents/families.
The teachers put a great deal of time and consideration into the development of their PDP’s,
and they are very closely related to their formative and summative evaluations.

DIBELS and MAP Testing
Students in grades 3-5 will be participating in Fall NSCAS Growth testing in language arts,
math and science for 5th Graders. Students in grades K-2 will participate in both MAP
Growth and DIBELS assessments.
The data we collect from all of the fall benchmarks will help us to plan for instruction and
interventions throughout the 1st semester.
We will also use the data collected to fulfill the requirements of LB1081, the Nebraska
Reads legislation. Mrs. Mitchell and I will work with students, teachers and parents to help
ensure that students are reading at grade level by the end of 3rd Grade. Our building level



reading intervention team consists of Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Storer, Mrs. Kuenning and Mrs.
Brott. Together, we design programming and interventions to ensure that all students are
reaching their full potential in reading fluency and accuracy.

Really Great Reading And Spelling By Pattern Program
Students in grades PK-2 will be participating in the Really Great Reading program this year.
Students in grades 3-5 will be participating in the Spelling By Pattern program this year.
Both of these programs are designed to improve literacy skills by teaching children to
recognize phonemes, graphemes, syllables and the sounds that vowels make in each of
those, in order to improve decoding and fluency.

Monthly Assemblies
The elementary students will participate in a monthly recognition assembly, to be held the
first Friday of each month. During these assemblies, the teachers and I will recognize
students for monthly perfect attendance, and we will also announce our students of the
month for each classroom. Each teacher comes forward, with her student of the month, to
specifically describe the ways in which the student has been an example of our Tiger Pride
expectations- Positive, Respectful, Responsible, Safe.

Run Club
Mrs. Gleason is, once again, leading Run Club for students in grades K-6. They meet once a
week, after school. Mrs. Jay is helping to co-sponsor this activity. There are 46 students in
Run Club!!!! My job is to help with snacks and awards at the beginning of each session. The
success of this activity is evidence that our elementary students/families are very
interested in afterschool activities, and my hope is always to create a few more
opportunities like this one.



Athletic Director’s Report
September 2023

Administrative
At the recent NSAA Board of Directors meeting, it was determined that in Class C1 through D2
boys and girls basketball, a shot clock may be permitted to be used as an experimental tool if
both schools agree. More information on this will be provided by the NSAA in future weeks
about what this could look like.

High School Volleyball
The NSAA announced that our volleyball team will be in Class D1. Our subdistrict will consist of
Paxton, Kimball, South Platte and Sutherland. The subdistrict tournament will be hosted by the
highest seed on October 23rd and 24th.

Since the August Board meeting, the high school volleyball season is off and running. Currently,
the varsity team is 10-2 and the JV squad is 5-1. The season kicked off in Hayes Center on
August 24th with a triangular where the Tigers defeated Sandhills Valley and Maywood-Hayes
Center. At the JV triangular in Hayes Center, the Tigers defeated Sandhills Valley and lost to
Maywood-Hayes Center. The home opener came around on August 29th when we hosted
Sutherland, and both the JV and varsity teams defeated the Sailors. Two days later, the teams
traveled to Oshkosh to take on Garden Co., where both the JV and varsity teams defeated the
Eagles. The day after Labor Day took the Tigers to Brady, which was normally a triangular;
however, Sandhills Valley backed out. The winning ways continued for both squads as the JV
and varsity teams took care of business. Next up on the schedule, the varsity squad took on
Garden Co. and Minatare in a triangular at Oshkosh, where the Tigers defeated both teams.
The home schedule returned as we hosted a triangular with South Platte and Perkins Co. In the
first match, the Tigers were defeated by South Platte; however, they bounced back and
defeated Perkins Co. in the last match of the night. We were also able to add to our JV schedule
a dual at Perkins Co. on September 14th in which the team came home with the victory.
Rounding out the schedule was the NPCC Varsity tournament on September 16th. The Tigers
came away as tournament runner-up as they defeated Hi-Line and Cody-Kilgore, but were
defeated by SEM in the championship match.

Prior to the next Board meeting, the volleyball team will host their annual tournament on
September 19th, then will travel to Arthur Co. on September 22nd, will travel back to Arthur for a
triangular with Sandhills/Thedford on September 26th, travel to Medicine Valley for a triangular
with Arapahoe, travel to Wallace for a triangular with Dundy Co. on October 3rd. We will then
host Wallace for a JV/Varsity dual on October 6th then wrap up the regular season hosting
Kimball on October 10th for Parent’s Night. The RPAC Tournament will be held on October 12th,
16th, and 17th.



High School Football
The Tiger football team has completed one third of their season and has a record of 1-2. To start
off, the gridiron Tigers hosted Hay Springs and defeated the Hawks on August 25th. The
following Thursday the Tigers traveled to Garden Co. and were defeated by the Eagles in
overtime. Following their bye week, the Tigers hosted Shelton, and lost to the Bulldogs in
another close game.

Before the October Board meeting, the football team will travel to Arthur Co. on September
22nd, host Brady on October 29th for Homecoming, host Wallace for Parent’s Night on October
6th, then travel to Wauneta-Palisade on October 13th, then wrap up the regular season at
Southwest on October 19th.

Cross Country
The NSAA announced that our high school cross country District meet will be held at Perkins
Co. on October 12th.

The cross country season is off and running for the high school and junior high Tigers. The
season began on August 31st at the St. Pat’s Invite. The girls team came away in 2nd place
with Natalie Jorgensen (6th place) and Ainsley McConnell (9th place) were medalist. The boys
finished in 5th place as a team with Landon Drews leading the way with a 15th place finish. For
the junior high runners, Emma Lake was the top finisher for the girls in 7th place and Landon
Cleveland was the best finisher for the boys in 18th. The following week was the Chase Co.
Invite, who moved the start time to the morning to accommodate for the weather. The girls
finished in 3rd place as a team with Ainsley finishing in 7th and Natalie in 11th. For the boys, the
team finished in 8th place with Landon placing 22nd. At the junior high race, Jesse Connick
(11th) and Landon Cleveland (12th) were the top finishers for the boys. Emma Lake was teh top
finisher for the girls in 13th place. Wrapping things up, the team traveled to Arapahoe on
September 14th. The boys team finished in 5th place with Landon medaling at 9th place and
Jasper Brewster medaling in 13th. For the girls, the team finished in 2nd place with Natalie
finishing in 6th place and Ainsley in 10th. On the junior high side, Jesse Connick was the top
placer for the boys in 15th place and Emma Lake for the girls in 14th.

Prior to the October meeting, the cross country teams will travel to Ogallala on September 21st,
then to Gothenburg on September 28th, which will be the last race for the junior high squad.
The high school season will continue with the RPAC meet at Alma on September 5th, then
Districts at Perkins Co. on October 12th, and wrap up with the NSAA State Cross Country
Championships in Kearney on October 20th.

Junior High Volleyball
The junior high volleyball season has tipped off as well since the last Board meeting. Currently,
the “A” team is 2-0 and the “B” team is 1-1. On September 6th we hosted Creek Valley where
the “A” team defeated the Storm and the “B” team was defeated. The following week we hosted
South Platte, and both “A” and “B” teams defeated the Knights.



Prior to the next Board meeting, the junior high netters will host Arthur Co. September 21nd at
2:00 (note new start time), then will host Wallace on September 25th, then will host Garden Co.
on October 4th, then they will travel to Sutherland on October 9th, then travel to
Wauneta-Palisade on October 11th, and will wrap up their season with our annual junior high
tournament on October 14th.

Junior High Football
The junior high Tiger football team is currently 1-1 on their campaign. Their season started off
with a win against Creek Valley on September 6th. The following week, the Tigers were
defeated by South Platte on September 11th.
Prior to the next Board meeting, the junior high tigers will host Arthur Co. on September 21st at
1:00 (note new start time), then will host Wallace on September 25th, then host Garden Co. on
October 4th, then will wrap up their season at Wauneta-Palisade on October 11th.
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