
Bellevue City Council Meeting   
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 6:00 PM
Bellevue City Hall
1500 Wall Street
Bellevue, NE 68005

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
2. INVOCATION - Pastor Paul Gardner, First City Church, 1908 Lloyd Street.
3. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
4. OPEN MEETINGS ACT - Posted in the Entry to the Council Chambers and printed copies are 
available on the back table.
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA, CONSENT AGENDA, CLAIMS, AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
REPORTS:

a. Approval of the Agenda
b. Approval of the Consent Agenda (Items marked with an (*) are approved where this 
item is, unless otherwise removed)

1. * Acknowledge receipt of the July 14, 2026 Tree Board Minutes.
2. * Approval of the August 4, 2026 City Council Minutes.
3. * Authorize staff to pay claims pertaining to the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year Budget, ending 
September 30, 2026.  (Finance Director)

6. APPROVAL OF CLAIMS - August 18, 2026
7. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: NONE
8. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS: NONE
9. APPROVED CITIZEN COMMUNICATION: NONE
10. LIQUOR LICENSES:

a. Recommend to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission (NLCC) the  approval of an 
application for a Class "D" Liquor License to sell beer, wine, and spirits off sale only, for QWH 
LLC dba NP Mart 38, located at 1001 Galvin Road South, and Anne Gordon as Manager. 
(City Clerk)

11. ORDINANCES FOR ADOPTION (3rd reading):
a. Ordinance No. 4221: Compensation Ordinance Update. (HR Director)
b. Ordinance No. 4222: An ordinance to amend the City Code relating to agenda submission 
and Administrative review. (Councilman Burns)

12. ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING (2nd reading):
a. Ordinance No. 4223: An ordinance to amend the hours regarding closing time at all City 
Parks, City Park Facilities and Playground Areas which shall be opened daily to the public 
during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. (Public Works Director)

13. ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION (1st reading):
a. Ordinance No. 4224: An ordinance to adopt the budget statement to be termed the Annual 
Appropriations Bill. (Budget Committee) 

14. PUBLIC HEARING ON MATTERS OTHER THAN ORDINANCES:
a. Request to final plat Lots 171 through 289, and Outlot B, Liberty, being a replat of part of 
Lot 1 and part of Lot 2, Daniell's Farm Addition, together with Outlot A, Liberty Replat One. 
Applicant: Liberty Land LLC. General Location: Northwest of Quail Drive and Capehart Road. 
(Planning Director)

1. Approval of the Liberty Phase 3 Subdivision Agreement and authorize the Mayor to 
sign. 

15. RESOLUTIONS:
a. Resolution No. 2026-15:  Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Municipal Annual 
Certification of Program Compliance 2026. (City Clerk)



b. Resolution No. 2025:16: Amend Master Fee Schedule. (City Clerk)
16. CURRENT BUSINESS:

a. Authorize and approve the Mayor to sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and 
Agreement with Pilgrims Landing Garden Club regarding maintenance and landscaping, in an 
amount not to exceed $2,000.00. (Public Works Director)
b. Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign acceptance of the Permanent Storm Sewer 
Easement granted by Quail Crossing LLC. (Public Works Director)
c. Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign Change Order No. 4 with Vrana Civil for the 
Bellevue Entertainment District Traffic Signals, in an amount not to exceed $532,125.16. 
(Public Works Director)
d. Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Consulting Agreement with HUB International 
Great Plains, LLC., as the Broker of Record for Insurance Brokerage Services, in an amount 
not to exceed $50,000.00. (HR Director)
e. Approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Annual Renewal Workplace Harassment 
Training Agreement with Traliant for a one-year term beginning September 2, 2026 through 
September 1, 2027, in an amount not to exceed $5,890.00. (HR Director)

17. ADMINISTRATION REPORTS: Comments must be limited to items on the current Reports. 
(August report will be attached to the September 1st Council meeting packet)
18. CLOSED SESSION: NONE
19. ADJOURNMENT















































































































From: Diane Bruce
Subject: Fw: [EXT] please review
Date: Monday, August 3, 2026 5:59:57 PM
Attachments: image.png

Dear Mayor Rusty Hike and Members of the Bellevue City Council,

I am writing today as both a Ward 1 resident and President of the Bellevue Chamber of
Commerce.

I appreciate the time and discussion that has gone into Ordinance No. 4222. However, after
listening to the recent Council meeting, I am concerned about the long-term implications of
these changes.

During the discussion, it was suggested that if a council member were to abuse the authority
granted by this ordinance, the voters could simply remove that individual at the next election.
While I understand that perspective, I respectfully disagree.

My concern is not whether someone could eventually be voted out. My concern is the taxpayer
dollars and staff time that could be wasted before that ever happens. Every hour city staff
spend researching one request is an hour they cannot spend advancing projects the Council
has already identified as priorities. Those hours, and those taxpayer dollars, cannot be
recovered.

The current process exists for a reason. The City Administrator serves as an important
management checkpoint, helping ensure staff resources are used wisely and taxpayer dollars
are spent responsibly. His role is not to prevent council members from obtaining information,
but to help determine whether a request is already addressed by state statute, conflicts with
existing policy, falls outside the Council's authority, or is not included in the City's current
budget. Many of those conversations can occur before staff spends hours researching an issue
that ultimately cannot or should not move forward.

One of my concerns with removing this checkpoint is that it could eventually create additional
administrative work and increased costs. If council requests become more frequent or more
time-intensive, the City could ultimately find itself needing additional staff simply to research,
track, and respond to requests from individual council members. I do not believe that is the
best use of taxpayer dollars. The goal should be to allow our existing staff to remain focused on
delivering services and carrying out the priorities already established by the Council.

Bellevue has experienced periods when City Council relationships were more contentious than
they are today. Ordinances should be written to withstand those situations and not that the
conversations will just happen "naturally" and assume it all goes smoothly.  
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Rather than just express concern, I would like to offer a few possible safeguards for your
consideration:

• Distinguish between routine requests and those requiring significant staff time.  

• If a request is expected to exceed a predetermined threshold (for example, four or eight staff
hours), provide the Council with an estimate before work begins so members can determine
whether the request justifies the use of public resources.

• Establish a reasonable limit on major staff research requests initiated by an individual council
member. Requests beyond that limit could require approval from the full Council.

• If a proposal is not included in the City's adopted budget or strategic plan, ask the Council to
determine whether it wishes to pursue the idea before staff invests significant time researching
or developing it.  

I would also encourage the Council to establish an expectation that new initiatives receive
reasonable preliminary review before significant staff time is committed. Council meetings
should be used to evaluate informed proposals and make policy decisions, not to spend hours
developing ideas from the ground up.

I fully support council members bringing forward new ideas on behalf of their constituents.
That is an important part of their role. However, before asking staff to devote substantial time
to researching or developing a proposal, I believe a council member should be prepared to
explain its purpose, how it benefits the community, whether it aligns with the City's strategic
plan or adopted budget, and, if it does not, how they envision funding or prioritizing it.

Transparency is essential, and constituents deserve to know their ideas are being heard.
However, there are more productive ways to accomplish that than using valuable
Council meeting time or directing staff to research proposals that have little
likelihood of moving forward.  This will also lead to greater respect for both staff time and
taxpayer dollars.

Every request to start with one simple question: Is this a priority of the Council? If the
answer is no, or if the proposal falls outside the current budget or strategic plan, then I believe
the Council should first decide whether it wishes to pursue the idea before asking staff to
invest valuable time researching it. Great ideas do not disappear simply because they are not
part of the current budget; they can always be considered during future budget or strategic
planning discussions.

I encourage you to evaluate this ordinance by asking not only whether the current Council
would abuse these provisions, but whether a future Council could. If that possibility exists, I



hope you will consider adding safeguards that protect city staff, taxpayer resources, and the
efficient operation of Bellevue's local government.

Thank you for your time, your service to Bellevue, and your willingness to consider another
perspective.

Diane 
 
Like our Facebook page for updates on what is happening at the Chamber
https://www.facebook.com/BellevueChamberofCommerceNE
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ORDINANCE NO. 4222 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 2-29 AND 2-107 OF THE BELLEVUE 

MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO AGENDA FORMULATION, SUBMISSION OF 

MATERIALS, AND REVIEW BY ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF OF ORDINANCES, 

RESOLUTIONS, AND CONRACT DOCUMENTS; TO REPEAL ALL PREVIOUS 

VERSIONS OF THE SAME; AND TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ORDINANCE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BELLEVUE, NEBRASKA: 

Section 1.  Section 2-29 of the Bellevue Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

§2-29  AGENDA; SUBMISSION OF MATERIALS; FORMULATION; PUBLIC 
AVAILABILITY, ETC.

All new ordinances or new resolutions affecting policy that are to be placed on a City Council 

agenda must be submitted, in their proposed form, to the City Clerk by noon on the Monday that 

is three weeks prior to the City Council meeting at which the ordinance or resolution will be 

introduced. All reports, communications, ordinances, resolutions, contract documents or other 

matters to be placed on a City Council agenda must be submitted, in their proposed form, to the 

City Clerk by noon on the Monday that is two weeks prior to the City Council meeting at which 

the item will be discussed. The above timeline may be expedited with approval of the City 

Administrator. Upon receipt of a proposed agenda item, the City Clerk shall submit it to the City 

Administrator to allow adequate time for staff to research the item and provide a cost analysis 

and written recommendation. The agenda and all supporting documentation referenced herein 

shall be delivered to the City Council members on the Wednesday preceding the regularly 

scheduled Tuesday City Council meeting to which it pertains and shall be made available to the 

public no later than 4:00 p.m. on the same Wednesday. The agenda may be altered after being 

made available to the public and City Council members as provided for in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-

1411 (as may be amended) and any altered agenda shall be provided to the City Council 

members and made available to the public. 

Section 2.  Section 2-107 of the Bellevue Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

§2-107 ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND CONTRACTS; REVIEW BY 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF PREREQUISITE TO SUBMISSION TO COUNCIL.

All ordinances, resolutions and contract documents shall, before presentation to the City Council, 

have been reviewed as to form and legality by the City Attorney and shall have been examined 



and reviewed for administration by the City Administrator or his or her authorized 

representatives. 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and take effect fifteen (15) days after its 

passage.  The City Clerk is directed to effectuate the publishing of this Ordinance in electronic 

form, which publication must take place within fifteen (15) days of the passage of this Ordinance 

by the City Council. 

ADOPTED by the Mayor and City Council this ___ day of ____, 2026. 

______________________________ 

Mayor Rusty Hike 

ATTEST: 

______________________________ 

City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

______________________________ 

City Attorney 

First Reading:  ________________ 

Second Reading: ________________ 

Third Reading:  ________________ 
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