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A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits
 

AGENDA
 
NOTE: A current copy of the agenda can be obtained at the City Clerk's Office 
at 218 S. 16th Street, Blair, Nebraska or on the City website at 
www.blairnebraska.org.  The City Council reserves the right to go into Executive 
Session at any time.

1.Meeting called to order and introductions at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Rump.
2.Pledge of Allegiance.
3.Approval of Consent Agenda.
3.a. Approval of Minutes of the October 28, 2025 meeting.
3.b. Clerk report of Mayoral Action of October 28, 2025 meeting.
3.c. City Department reports for October 2025.
3.d. Claims as recommended by the Finance Committee.
3.e. Consider Resolution 2025-121 adopting the year-end certification of City Street 

Superintendent.
3.f. Consider Resolution 2025-122 designating Charles Heaton as the City's Street 

Superintendent effective January 1, 2026. 
3.g. Consider Resolution 2025-123 for the Keno application requested by Big Red 

Keno for Black Label Blair, 1631 Washington St., Blair, NE 68008.
4.Consider Resolution 2025-124 approving Justin Smith, Kaleb Nicholson, Gabriel 

Stock and Mark Hodson as new members of the Blair Volunteer Fire Department.
5.Consider a recommendation from the Park, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory 

Board for Disc Golf Course Improvements.
6.Consider a recommendation from the Park, Recreation and Cemetery Advisory 

Board to update the Cemetery Rules to allow for multiple cremations per grave 
space.

http://www.blairnebraska.org/


7.Consider a motion to contract with the Washington County Food Pantry at 
Joseph's Coat for expanded community services due to increased challenges 
resulting from the shutdown of the federal government.

8.Consider Resolution 2025-125 awarding the bid for a new copier/printer for city 
hall.

9.Consider Ordinance 2597 amending the Blair City Municipal Code, Chapter 9, 
Article 8 by amending Section 9 and adding Article 9 to require the registration of 
vacant properties. 

10. Consider Resolution 2025-126 requesting the State of Nebraska Department of 
Transportation to change the speed limits on Highway 75 south. 

11. Consider Resolution 2025-127 approving a speed limit change on South 10th 
Street from Highway 75/Hollow Road intersection to 900 feet north of the Wilbur 
and 10th Street intersection to 35 mph.

12. Consider Resolution 2025-128 approving an agreement with JEO Engineering 
to assist with the right-of-way acquisition process for the improvements to the 
Hollow Road/25th Street/County 31 project. 

13. City Administrator Report.
14. Motion and second by Council members to adjourn the meeting.

 
A Copy of the "Open Meetings Act" Has Been Posted at Both Exits
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City of Blair Regular Council Meeting 
October 28, 2025 

  
The Mayor and City Council met in regular session in the City Council Chambers on October 28, 

2025, at 7:00 PM. The following were present: Gary Banner, Brent Clark, Kirk Highfill, James Letcher, 
Kent Long, Rick Paulsen, Kevin Willis, Frank Wolff. Also present were City Administrator Green, 
Assistant City Administrator Barrow, Director of Public Works Heaton, City Attorney Talbot, Non-
Lawyer Assistant Ferrari, Library Director Lukert, HR Manager Guhl, Community Development Director 
Beiermann, and Chief Kinsey.  
  

The Mayor publicly stated to all in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was available for review and indicated the location of such copy posted in the room where the meeting 
was being held. Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Enterprise or 
the Pilot -Tribune as shown by the affidavit of publication filed in the City Clerk's office. Notice of the 
meeting was simultaneously given to the Mayor and all members of the City Council, and a copy of their 
acknowledgement of receipt of notice and the agenda is filed in the City Clerk's office. Availability of the 
agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this 
meeting. All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the 
attendance of the public. 

 
Agenda Ite #1, #2 & #3 – Mayor Rump called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by roll 

call and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Agenda Item #4 – Consent agenda approved the following: 4a) Approval of Minutes of the October 
14, 2025 meeting, 4b) Clerk report of Mayoral Action of October 14, 2025 meeting, 4c) Claims as 
approved by the Finance Committee, 4d) Resolution No. 2025-112 accepting the Engagement Letter and 
Governance Letter with Hayes & Associates for the Fiscal Year 2025 Audit. Motion by James Letcher, 
second by Brent Clark to approve the Consent Agenda. Council members voted as follows:  
Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick 
Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor 
Rump declared the motion carried. 

Agenda Item #5 – Mayor Rump opened a public hearing to consider a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) submitted by Ken Gruber, Omaha Rapid Response, 1925 Soren Drive, Blair, Nebraska, to allow 
the use of residential accessory structures by a private charitable institution for an office, meeting & 
training rooms and equipment storage, per any restrictions or requirements of the Nebraska State Fire 
Marshal, on Tax Lot 125 (Part of Tax Lot 123 located in the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
and the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter) of Section 2, Township 18 North, Range 11, East of 
the 6th P.M., Washington County, Nebraska (1925 Soren Drive) for 10 years. Community Director 
Beiermann stated the property is zoned RL - Residential Low-Density District. The property is surrounded 
by Ag District; RM - Residential Medium Density and RL - Residential Low Density. Zoning allows for 
this type of use as an exception under the definition of a public and private charitable institution. 
Beiermann reviewed the location of the property, the surrounding property zoning, and the two entrances 
into the property. There is one off Soren Drive in Deerfield subdivision, across city property, with an 
easement and the other off JoAnn drive with an easement. The Planning Commission recommended denial 
of the Conditional Use Permit. Ken Gruber, 1925 Soren Dr., spoke on behalf of the Omaha Rapid 
Response, stating they purchased the property last year. The property consists of a house, a three-car 
garage, which has been converted into meeting space, and an oversized outbuilding where equipment and 
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supplies are stored. When they purchased the property, they were unaware a CUP was necessary since 
previous owners had operated businesses on the property. He noted Omaha Rapid Response is a nonprofit 
founded over (25) years ago and they travel the world offering free assistance to areas that have been 
struck by disaster. They are supported by more than fifty Omaha area churches. This is the first permanent 
location they have had with the exception of an office in Omaha they occupied for a brief time. Gruber 
addressed the public’s concerns at the October 7th Planning Commission regarding the increased traffic in 
Deerfield and off JoAnn Drive due to Omaha Rapid Response operating at this location. He stressed they 
are not bringing any additional traffic or noise to the area. They also do not plan to expand the business 
by adding dormitories and a kitchen to house individuals helping with disasters. He indicated they are on 
a large lot surrounded by agricultural property to the north and their operation is quiet with only two to 
three people there daily. They vet all team leaders and chaplains coming to the property. They have tried 
to be transparent with their operation by inviting both city officials and the public to the property during 
an open house. They have been reviewed by the State Fire Marshal and making updates as required by 
him. When disasters happen, they operate from the location of the disaster and are not bringing people to 
the area other than loading supplies to go to the disaster location. He confirmed they are a nonprofit 
organization and do not pay property taxes but the local economic activity they have created since they 
arrived (14) months ago has been over $200,000. They include things such as fuel, supplies used in their 
remodeling, food for teams, and the assistance they provided to homeowners after the recent storm in 
August. Gruber stated there was discussion during the public hearing at the Planning Commission meeting 
whether any of the previous property owners had used it for business purposes. He then asked Bob 
Woodhouse, previous property owner, to address the Council. Bob Woodhouse, 7601 La Cantera Drive, 
Fort Worth, TX confirmed that when he owned the property he operated Woodhouse Performance Inc., a 
race car, and accessories business. He spoke in support of allowing Omaha Rapid Response to continue 
operating at this location. The following individuals spoke against the CUP due to ingress and egress 
issues for the property, background checks for its volunteers, increased noise and traffic generated by the 
nonprofit operation, safety concerns to the public, decrease in property values due to the operation being 
located in a residential neighborhood, property tax loss due to the non-profit not paying taxes, non-profit 
organization does not meet the city’s Comprehensive Plan, and the city’s zoning for a residential area, the 
lack of investigative research on behalf of the non-profit organization prior to purchasing the property, 
previous Facebook posts showing they have used the property differently than what they are currently 
presenting, negative financial impact to the property, and the precedent that would be set by allowing this 
organization in a residential neighborhood: Margaret Bulbulian, 1234 JoAnn Dr, Scott Vanderschaaf, 
Deerfield Resident, Brian Bogdanoff, 2011 Soren Dr, Jennifer Bogdanoff, 2011 Soren Dr, Megan 
Hennigs, 1993 Crestridge Dr, Dan Veskrna, 1551 Joann Dr, Mary Jo Veskrna, 1551 Joann Dr, Jackie 
Grace, 1231 Pinewood Dr, Emily Petersen, 1286 Joann Dr, Steve Callaghan, 1126 Corey Dr, Betsy 
Anderson, 1235 Pinewood Dr, Jessica McIntosh, 1164 Joann Dr, Lary Roberts, 2181 Birch Circle, and 
Robert Bulbulian, 1234 JoAnn Dr. The following individuals spoke in support of the CUP for the Omaha 
Rapid Response based on the value and importance of the organization to the community, their vision and 
purpose to help others in times of disaster all over the world, and concerns over the negative affect of the 
operation on the surrounding neighborhoods as being emotional as opposed to factual: Justin Philp, 11637 
CR 32, Rev. Jim Erwin, 12392 Rose Dr, Matt Koneck, 3314 S 88th St, Omaha, Deanne Roundy, 2625 S 
140th St, Omaha, Wayne Groat, 12405 CR 34, Derek Thompson, 1943 Front St, Felix Ungerman, 1925 
Joann Dr, Jackie Mahr, 11040 N Lakeshore Dr, and Daniel Pratt, 870 N 16th St. The Mayor closed the 
public hearing. Discussion by the Council was held regarding legal access to the property and the condition 
of the northern entrance road. City Attorney Edmond Talbot stated the type of easement that may have 
been granted and the permanent easements can have restrictions on them. He encouraged the Council to 
table a vote until clarification is given regarding the existence of valid easements and any restrictions they 
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may contain. Council member Banner suggested the north road to the property should have improvements 
made and consider changing their address to Joann Drive in an attempt to reduce the amount of traffic 
coming in and out of Deerfield with deliveries. Council member Highfill stated that since COVID things 
have changed. Amazon and other delivery vehicles are in every neighborhood daily. Council members 
stated the north road would need to be expanded and improved by hard surfacing as a requirement if the 
CUP is issued. Council member Willis went on record stating he acknowledges the services and 
contributions Omaha Rapid Response provides to the community and around the world. His concern is in 
refence to approving the CUP request is whether this business should be located in a housing development 
and the possible precedent it would set. Motion by Kevin Willis, second by James Letcher to Receive and 
place on file the public comments received via City Clerk email by end of business day October 28, 2025. 
Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James 
Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council 
members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Motion by Frank Wolff, second by Brent Clark to deny the Conditional 
Use Permit for the Omaha Rapid Response at 1925 Soren Dr, Blair, NE. Council members voted as 
follows: Gary Banner: Nay, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Nay, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, 
Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted as follows: Yea: 6, 
Nay: 2. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 

 Agenda Item #6 – Mayor Rump opened a public hearing to consider an amendment to the City of 
Blair Zoning Regulations, Article 8, Section 801, ACH - Agricultural/Highway Commercial District, 
801.04 EXCEPTIONS: (20) Storage, Indoor and Outdoor: Removing “This use shall not be permitted on 
lots with highway frontage.” Community Director Beiermann stated the ability to have outdoor storage 
along a highway frontage already requires a conditional use permit (CUP). Therefore, staff are 
recommending removing the language from under the exceptions that state this use shall not be permitted 
on lots with highway frontage. By removing this language, it would allow someone to apply for a CUP 
giving the City Council control over the CUP with any stipulations or whether outdoor storage should be 
allowed at a particular location. Jeff McGregor, 11750 Stonegate Circle, Omaha, NE, owner of Lock Box 
Storage in Blair, spoke in support of the proposed amendment. He plans to appear before the Mayor and 
City Council at a future meeting to request outdoor storage at his current facility in Blair along highway 
frontage. There is a great need for this type of storage in Blair, and he would like to present his idea for 
outdoor storage. Mayor Rump stated she has major concerns in allowing outdoor storage along highway 
frontage. The Planning Commission recommended approval as presented. There were no comments from 
the floor or in writing. Mayor Rump closed the public hearing. Council member Letcher introduced 
Ordinance 2596 approving an amendment to the City of Blair Zoning Regulations, Article 8, Section 801, 
ACH - Agricultural/Highway Commercial District, 801.04 EXCEPTIONS: (20) Storage, Indoor and 
Outdoor: Removing “This use shall not be permitted on lots with highway frontage.” 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BLAIR CITY ZONING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE 8, 
AMENDING SECTION 801.04, AGRICULTURAL/HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT-
EXCEPTIONS, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH, PROVIDING WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL 
FORCE AND EFFECT AND PUBLISHING IN PAMPHLET FORM.  

Council member James Letcher moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different 
days be suspended. Council member Frank Wolff seconded the motion to suspend the rules and upon roll 
call vote the following Council members voted: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, 
James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea  



Council Meeting October 28, 2025 
 
 

All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths 
of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of said Ordinance. 
 
  Said Ordinance was then read by title and thereafter Council member James Letcher moved for 
final passage of the Ordinance, which motion was seconded by Council member Frank Wolff. The Mayor 
then stated the question was "Shall Ordinance No. 2596 be passed and adopted?" Upon roll call vote, the 
following Council members voted: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James 
Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea  
All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. The passage of said Ordinance having been concurred in by 
a majority of all members of the Council, the Council President declared the Ordinance adopted. A true, 
correct, and complete copy of said Ordinance can be found in the Ordinance Record Book.  
  
 Agenda Item #7 – HR Manager Guhl stated the budget approved funds for an online branded store 
for the employees to purchase items with the city logo. The store will be managed by KSM promotions. 
The Council now needs to determine the annual dollar amount to be provided to the employees. Staff are 
proposing three different options for full-time employees of $50, $75 or $100 in store credit per employee. 
Shipping costs are not included but the credit can be used to cover shipping. There are currently (92) 
employees that include (7) permanent part-time employees. The annual cost to the city is approximately 
$7,500. The funds will need to be used within each fiscal year with no carryover. The Finance Committee 
recommended approval of $100 per full-time employee and $60 per permanent part-time employees (20+ 
hours/week). Motion by Brent Clark, second by Kirk Highfill to approve $100 per full-time employee and 
$60 per permanent part-time employees (20+ hours/week) for the annual dollar amount to provide funds 
for the employees to use in the City of Blair's online branded store per budget year. Council members 
voted: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, 
Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. 
Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 

Agenda Item #8 – HR Manager Guhl presented updated plan documents that include the 
recommendations from the CAT and Finance Committees to change the employee pension match in the 
457 pension plan from 3% to 4% in FY26 and 4% to 5% in FY27 for total pension match in both plans 
from 7% to 8% in FY26 and 8% to 9% in FY27. Council member Banner introduced Resolution 2025-
113 amending the city's 457 Deferred Compensation Retirement Plan to allow up to a 4% match for FY26 
and increase the match to 5% for FY27. Motion by Gary Banner, second by Brent Clark to adopt 
Resolution No. 2025-113 as presented. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent 
Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: 
Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion 
carried. 

Agenda Item #9 – Park and Cemetery Supervisor Bilslend presented three bids for the installation 
of a fence around the recently approved Mandy Jo Rounds Memorial Dog Park site. The bids were as 
follows: (1) Midwest Fence - $33,296.00; (2) Dakota Fence - $23,613.00; and (3) Elkhorn Fence - 
$23,225.00. Motion by Kevin Willis, second by Rick Paulsen to receive and place on file the bids for the 
installation of the dog park fence. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: 
Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, 
Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 
The fence will be a six-foot-high, black chain link fence. The sallyport will serve as the secured entry to 
the park and will have three gates which will include one to the main entrance and one to each section of 
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the dog park. There will also be two 16-foot-wide gates for equipment and mowers that need to access the 
park and the water tower. The dog park fence will be at least 15 feet away from the sidewalk that goes 
around the water tower. The work will start soon, and the park will hopefully be open by the end of the 
year. The Park, Recreation and Cemetery Board recommended approval of the bid from Elkhorn Fence. 
Council member Paulsen introduced Resolution 2025-114 awarding the bid for the installation of the dog 
park fence to Elkhorn Fence in the amount of $23,225.00. Motion by Rick Paulsen, second by Kirk 
Highfill to adopt Resolution No. 2025-114 as presented. Council members vote as follows: Gary Banner: 
Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, 
Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted as follows: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor 
Rump declared the motion carried. 

Agenda Item #10 – Park and Cemetery Supervisor presented a proposal for the purchase of a new 
UTV for the Park Department. This item was budgeted and will allow the employees to more efficiently, 
as the unit comes with a bucket and a seed drill. The UTV will be used for numerous tasks such as pushing 
snow and loading dirt and other materials. It can use any attachment that a Bobcat can use which will 
allow the Park Department to share implements with other departments or vice versa. The seeder can be 
used for a variety of seeding projects that are currently bid out to a contractor. The Park, Recreation and 
Cemetery Board recommended approval of the purchase. Council member Clark introduced Resolution 
2025-115 approving the purchase of a Bobcat Toolcat (UTV) for the Parks Department in the amount of 
$84,444.00. Motion by Brent Clark, second by Kirk Highfill to adopt Resolution No. 2025-115 as 
presented. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, 
James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All 
Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 

Agenda Item #11 – Operations Superintendent Hodson presented two bids for the new fence at the 
city impound lot as follows: (1) Midwest Fence - Fence - $18,200, Gate - $18,181.00, Total - $36,381.00 
and (2) Acreage Fence - Fence - $14,869.79, Gate - $9449.06, Total - $24,318.85. Motion by Frank Wolff, 
second by James Letcher to receive and place on file the bids for a new 6' security fence adjacent to the 
Water Treatment Plant to serve as the City Impound yard and secure outdoor storage. Council members 
voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent 
Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 
8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. This fence will be installed in the northeast corner 
of Optimist Park. It will have an electric gate and keypad so tow truck drivers and police officers can have 
24/7 access to the lot. This will be a 6-foot-tall chain link fence with three strands of barbed wire on the 
top. The Police Committee recommended approval. Council member Paulsen introduced Resolution 2025-
116 approving a bid for a new 6' security fence adjacent to the Water Treatment Plant to serve as the City 
Impound yard and secure outdoor storage from Acreage Fence in the amount of $24,318.85. Motion by 
Rick Paulsen, second by Kent Long to adopt Resolution No. 2025-116 as presented. Council members 
voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent 
Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 
8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 

 Agenda Item #12 – Operations Superintendent Hodson presented two bids for the purchase of a 
new pickup for his use as follows: (1) Sid Dillons, 2025 Chevy 2500, Crew Cab, 4x4 - $53,074.00 and (2) 
Woodhouse Ford, 2025 Ford F250, Crew Cab, 4x4 - $70,825.00. Motion by Frank Wolff, second by James 
Letcher to receive and place on file the bids for the purchase of a pick-up truck for the Operations 
Superintendent. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: 
Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All 
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Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. Hodson uses this truck 
as a mobile office and having an extended cab truck will allow him room to store documents and 
equipment out of the rain. The city will purchase a plow for this truck so he can help with snow removal. 
His current truck will be transferred to the airport for use by Assistant Airport Manager Corey. The 
Finance Committee recommended approval. Council member Clark introduced Resolution 2025-117 
approving the purchase of a pick-up truck for the Operations Superintendent from Sid Dillon in the amount 
of $53,074.00. Motion by Brent Clark, second by Gary Banner to adopt Resolution No. 2025-117 as 
presented. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, 
James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All 
Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 

 Agenda Item #13 – Operations Superintendent Hodson presented a supplemental agreement with 
JEO to allow for additional design work on the River Road Connector Trail. Staff have been working with 
JEO, the Nebraska Department of Transportation, and Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) on a design that 
will allow for a safe crossing on the spur line and the mainline along River Road. Working hand in hand 
with these organizations, staff are confident that a workable design can be achieved to allow the city to 
move forward soon on the trail project. The supplemental agreement with JEO is $20,794.20. The 
Transportation Committee recommended approval. Council member Wolff introduced Resolution 2025-
118 approving Preliminary Engineering Services Supplemental Agreement No. 2 between the City of 
Blair and JEO Consulting Group for the River Road Connector Trail project. Motion by Frank Wolff, 
second by James Letcher to adopt Resolution No. 2025-118 as presented. Council members voted as 
follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, 
Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. 
Mayor Rump declared the motion carried.  

Agenda Item #14 – Deputy Administrator of Public Safety Barrow presented an add-on personnel 
scheduling software to PowerDMS. The City Council previously approved software for development and 
training but this is an additional module that will allow the police department to use a web-based platform 
for scheduling. They are currently using an antiquated excel spreadsheet. This platform will be more 
effective and help manage personnel, shift scheduling and deployments. This item was budgeted, and the 
cost is $5,845.25 including set up. The Police Committee recommended approval. Council member 
Highfill introduced Resolution 2025-119 approving the purchase of PowerDMS Time for Personnel 
Scheduling Software. Motion by Kirk Highfill, second by James Letcher to adopt Resolution No. 2025-
119 as presented. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: 
Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All 
Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 

Agenda Item #15 – Deputy Administrator of Public Safety Barrow requested approval of the 
purchase of two 2025 Ford PPV patrol cruisers. He stated both patrol cruisers were on the state bid and 
were budgeted. The cost per cruiser is $46,222.00 for a total of $92,444.00. Each vehicle will be outfitted 
with lights, sirens, and equipment at a later date. The Police Committee recommended approval. Council 
member Long introduced Resolution 2025-120 approving the purchase of two (2) 2025 Ford PPV patrol 
cruisers from the State Bid from Anderson Ford. Motion by Rick Paulsen, second by James Letcher to 
adopt Resolution No. 2025-120 as presented. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent 
Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: 
Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion 
carried. 
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Agenda Item #16 – Motion by James Letcher, second by Gary Banner to adjourn the meeting 9:49 
p.m. Council members voted as follows: Gary Banner: Yea, Brent Clark: Yea, Kirk Highfill: Yea, James 
Letcher: Yea, Kent Long: Yea, Rick Paulsen: Yea, Kevin Willis: Yea, Frank Wolff: Yea. All Council 
members voted: Yea: 8, Nay: 0. Mayor Rump declared the motion carried. 

The following claims were approved: Advantage Lawn Care LLC, Svc, 5912.00; Air Products & 
Chemicals, Inv, 9722.02; American Ramp Company, Svc, 7250.00; Amerisource Hr Consulting, Svc, 
2250.00; Automatic Systems Co, Svc, 1435.00; Babkel Mechanical, Svc, 6320.30; Barco, Inv, 1742.96; 
Bart Moore Subcontracting, Svc, 50.00; Beiermann Jeff, Svc, 87.30; Black Hills Energy, Svc, 963.14; 
Blair Garden Center, Inv, 15.90; Bobcat Of Omaha, Inv, 125.24; Bohlen Steve, Pen, 1749.83; Bomgaars 
Supply Inc., Inv, 3164.35; Brite Ideas Decorating, Prod, 4660.00; Ccp Industries Inc, Inv, 312.28; Cede 
& Co, Invest, 129651.25; City Of Blair, Svc, 521.19; City Of Blair (Ap), Pyrl, 5460.27; Cj's Tree Service, 
Svc, 1800.00; Common Cents Builders, Svc, 550.00; Core & Main, Inv, 14039.25; Crowne Plaza, Svc, 
299.90; Dean Fajen, Svc, 750.00; Debt Book, Inv, 16000.00; Deck Bros Llc, Svc, 50.00; Dick's Electric 
Co, Svc, 6232.91; Don Andersen Construction, Svc, 50.00; Enterprise Publishing Co, Svc, 371.93; First 
National Bank, Svc, 5387.87; Flair Andrew, Svc, 1000.00; Fuchs Works Llc, Inv, 700.00; Gateway 
Development Corp, Svc, 25.00; Goeden Construction, Svc, 550.00; Grainger, Inv, 369.51; Great Plains 
Communic, Svc, 162.50; Great Plains Uniforms Llc, Inv, 128.50; Guardian Life Ins Co, Svc, 5889.63; H 
& H Exteriors, Svc, 50.00; Hach Co, Inv, 2383.45; Hagedorn Joshua, Svc, 500.00; Hdr Engineering Inc, 
Svc, 2745.18; Heartland Natural Gas, Svc, 25.24; Henton Trenching Inc, Svc, 275.00; Hicks Drywall, 
Svc, 520.00; Home Pride Contractors, Svc, 50.00; Hsa Bank, Hsa, 75.00; Husker Hammer Siding, Svc, 
50.00; I C M A, Dues, 786.50; Ingram Library Services, Inv, 3968.71; J Nielsen Construction, Svc, 500.00; 
J.P. Cooke Co, Inv, 54.84; Jennings Plant Services, Svc, 500.00; Jensen Well Company Inc, Svc, 262.50; 
Jeo Consulting Group Inc, Svc, 2284.50; Kelly Ryan Equipment Co, Svc, 753.52; Kinsey Jeremy, Reimb, 
245.00; Krw Construction, Svc, 154200.00; Larm, Svc, 825653.97; Larm., Svc, 33526.56; Lincoln 
Financial, Ins, 2983.45; Long's Ok Tire Stores, Svc, 30.00; Longview Renovatoin Llc, Svc, 30019.92; 
Ludemann Construction Llc, Svc, 50.00; Luxa Construction, Svc, 200.00; Martin Margie, Svc, 50.00; 
Matheny Fire & Emergency, Svc, 628.63; Mccown Gordon Const, Svc, 500.00; Mccoy Roofing Llc, Svc, 
350.00; Mccurdy Enterprises, Svc, 50.00; Mckinnis Roofing & Sheet, Svc, 1080.99; Mellen & Associates 
Inc, Inv, 12740.92; Micro Marketing, Inv, 118.39; Midwest Fire Protection, Svc, 3115.03; Midwest 
Laboratories, Svc, 1954.50; Midwest Mudjacking Inc, Svc, 900.00; Mississippi Lime Co, Inv, 70059.54; 
Motorola, Util, 109937.92; Nalco Company, Inv, 6825.12; Napa, Inv, 399.00; Ne Notary Assoc Inc, Inv, 
107.00; Nebraska Dept Of Revenue, Svc, 17099.25; Nebraska Dept Of Rev-Keno, Svc, 7810.00; Nebraska 
Law Enforcement, Svc, 175.00; Nebraska Public Health, Svc, 1078.00; Nissco Contractors, Svc, 50.00; 
Northern Tool, Svc, 1489.97; O2 Plumbing, Svc, 7000.00; Olsson Associates, Svc, 14840.67; One Time 
Construction, Svc, 50.00; Onsite Services Solutions, Svc, 4780.00; Os Media Group Llc, Svc, 3750.00; 
Pdi Construction Inc, Svc, 500.00; Pearson Painting Inc, Svc, 11300.00; Placer Labs Inc, Svc, 22000.00; 
Point C, Flex, 2027.18; Point C Hra/Dntl/Vis, Ins, 12335.74; Pounds Printing Inc, Inv, 90.50; Principal 
Financial Group, Pyrl, 65136.87; Psc Construction, Svc, 500.00; Radar Road Tec, Svc, 320.00; Raka 
Rentals, Inv, 9951.94; Riverrail Llc, Inv, 10000.00; Robert Half, Svc, 7225.20; Royalty Roofing, Svc, 
50.00; Saunders County Shefiff's, Inv, 20383.00; Sign Depot, Svc, 1371.53; Stop Stick, Inv, 2766.00; 
Thermal Heating Air And, Svc, 356.00; Thompson Solutions Group, Svc, 2341.25; Total Truck & 
Machine, Svc, 113.00; Trekk Design Group, Svc, 44123.25; Troy Wakefield General, Svc, 150.00; Truck 
Center Companies, Svc, 6488.45; Turtle Roofing, Svc, 50.00; Univar Usa Inc, Inv, 52221.63; Us Postal 
Service, Inv, 370.00; Velocity Systems, Inv, 936.00; Vessco Inc, Inv, 2532.14; Wakefield Towing And 
Reco, Svc, 800.00; Washington Co Sheriff, Inv, 2108.33; Waste Management, Inv, 82.44; Wheeler 
Brenda, Svc, 91.14; White Castle Roofing, Svc, 50.00; Wulf Grounds Maint, Svc, 1134.00. 



Council Meeting October 28, 2025 
 
 

 

  
  
  
 
         __________________________________ 

Melinda K. Rump, Mayor  
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Brenda Wheeler, City Clerk 
 
Seal  
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GLBUDGRP 07/01/21  OPER: SAB CITY OF BLAIR                                               Statement Writer: 00   Report Format: BUDGDTL               
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GLBUDGRP 07/01/21  OPER: SAB CITY OF BLAIR                                               Statement Writer: 00   Report Format: BUDGDTL               
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GLBUDGRP 07/01/21  OPER: SAB CITY OF BLAIR                                               Statement Writer: 00   Report Format: BUDGDTL               
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GLBUDGRP 07/01/21  OPER: SAB CITY OF BLAIR                                               Statement Writer: 00   Report Format: BUDGDTL               
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Printed on 11/7/2025
CITY OF BLAIR BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY FOR 10/01/2025 - 10/31/2025

Page 1

Issued Number Type Classification Location Owner Contractor Valuation

10/1/25 DR202500138 Misc Deck 10101 Crystal Lake Dr Matthew Olsen Deck Stars $6,120.00

10/1/25 MS202502197 Misc Waterproofing 2132 South St Jim Kephart Groundworks Nebraska $4,861.00

10/1/25 MS202502203 Misc Roofing/Siding 8153 Co Rd 33 Brent Stirek Brent Stirek $53,000.00

10/1/25 MS202502204 Misc Roofing 1462 Lincoln St Tony Snyder Common Cents Builders $10,000.00

10/1/25 MS202502205 Misc Roofing 734 N 12th St Beth Hammond Nissco Contractors $8,619.00

10/1/25 ACC202500140 Res-New New Construction St Hwy 91 Lot 39 Arp Land Arp Land $343,200.00

10/2/25 MS202502202 Misc Roofing 1055 Nebraska St Jennifer Peterson Jams Cosntruction $5,000.00

10/3/25 MS202502208 Misc Roofing 1641 Grant St Arron Hoden Turtle Roofing $14,079.00

10/3/25 MS202502210 Misc Fence 1112 S 17th Ave Sheryl Herman Acreage Fences $5,575.00

10/4/25 MS202502196 Misc Swimming Pool 9541 Pine Crest Rd Amalie Volkmann Outdoor Living $85,000.00

10/6/25 MS202502207 Misc Roofing 1720 Park St Erin Bostwick McKinnis Inc $10,008.00

10/6/25 MS202502209 Misc Waterproofing 141 E Baronage Dr Jennifer Reyzlik Groundworks Nebraska $12,002.00

10/6/25 MS202502211 Misc Driveway 2708 Sunrise Dr Christine Ross Rock Hard Concrete $6,000.00

10/6/25 MS202502212 Misc Concrete Pad 1431 Grant St Lisa Morrell Self $5,000.00

10/7/25 MS202502213 Misc Siding 860 N12th St Bradley Swartwood Rock Solid Repair $21,850.00

10/8/25 MS202502214 Misc Roofing 1349 Nebraska St Ryan Bena Watertight Roofing $30,000.00

10/9/25 ACC202500141 Res-New New Construction 11995 Co Rd 27 Michael Hansen Mike Hansen Building $28,800.00

10/9/25 MS202502215 Misc Roofing 1130 N 26th Ave Steve Nimerichter McKinnis Inc $13,031.00

10/9/25 MS202502216 Misc Roofing 9291 DeSoto Ln Steve Beck McKinnis Inc $30,700.00

10/9/25 MS202502218 Misc Roofing 806 N 24th Ave Steve Hosch Bennett Construction $12,000.00

10/10/25 MS202502219 Misc Roofing 1103 Colfax St Duane Andersen Self $2,000.00

10/10/25 MS202502220 Misc Roofing 8217 Co Rd 33 Craig Gubbels Emeral Roofing $8,379.00

10/13/25 MS202502217 Misc Roofing 2256 Nebraska St Lonnie Mackie Lighthouse Restoration $6,024.00

10/14/25 RA202500051 Res-Add Addition 1040 State St David Ruch T Hurt Construction $14,560.00

10/14/25 MS202502200 Misc Roofing 2336 Fontanelle Blvd Dolly Anderson Always Roofing $16,000.00

10/14/25 MS202502201 Misc Roofing 455 N 21st St Robert Anderson Always Roofing $35,000.00
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10/14/25 MS202502206 Misc Roofing 9233 Co Rd 37 Jose Guillen LMC Construction $4,800.00

10/14/25 MS202502221 Misc Roofing 421 N 19th St Larry Larsen Jim Geiger & Son Construction $9,800.00

10/14/25 MS202502222 Misc Roofing 1632 Nebraska St Thomas Beebe MB Construction Services $10,300.00

10/14/25 MS202502223 Misc Roofing 1853 Colfax St Thomas Beebe MB Construction Services $12,000.00

10/14/25 MS202502224 Misc Driveway 548 S 23rd St Christopher Berggren BC Construction $8,000.00

10/16/25 RR202500119 Res-Rem Remodel 219 Arthur St Mike Luxa Harsin Built Construction $14,400.00

10/16/25 DR202500139 Misc Deck 1160 Highland Dr Molli Kies Bieker Home Improvements $14,400.00

10/16/25 PB202500033 Res-New Pole Barn 9208 Co Rd P33 Michael Heser Self $99,000.00

10/16/25 MS202502225 Misc Roofing 600 S 1st St Cargill McKinnis Inc $1,100,000.00

10/16/25 MS202502226 Misc Roofing 632 Skyline Dr Jose Martinez Mike Hansen Building $12,897.00

10/17/25 RA202500052 Res-Add Addition 861 S 16th St Kevin Barnhill Clover Custom Carpentry $28,000.00

10/17/25 MS202502227 Misc Roofing 1031 Nebraska St Jim Tobin Bennett Construction $10,000.00

10/20/25 SA202500066 Misc Patio Cover 2180 Crestridge Dr Brian Fetters Odell Enterprises $11,520.00

10/20/25 MS202502228 Misc Roofing 704 S 19th St Breanna Fahrenholz Fremont Roofing Co $11,609.00

10/20/25 MS202502229 Misc Roofing 1725 Nebraska St Thomas Beebe MB Construction Services $11,990.00

10/21/25 MS202502231 Misc Roofing 1552 Wilbur St Austin Clarkson McCoy Roofing $22,489.00

10/21/25 MS202502232 Misc Roofing 1202 Nebraska St Jane Navrude Blairs Excavating $4,500.00

10/22/25 MS202502233 Misc Roofing 1029 S 16th Ave Kindra Barbre Roof Guard $14,300.00

10/23/25 SA202500067 Misc Sign 710 S 19th St Nelsen Appraisal Clear Image Sign $2,000.00

10/23/25 MS202502234 Misc Roofing 1220 Pinewood Dr Travis Guidoni McCoy Roofing $36,000.00

10/24/25 ACC202500142 Res-New Accessory Bldg 14471 Co Rd 20 Dale Hansen Self $14,400.00

10/24/25 RR202500120 Res-Rem Remodel 2875 Southern Hills Dr Jeff Nielsen Haggar Construction $43,200.00

10/24/25 MS202502230 Misc Roofing 610 S 16th St Dane Miller Paul Davis of Omaha $3,000.00

10/27/25 SA202500068 Misc Sign 114 S 8th St Blair Ace Hardware Tri City Sign Company $2,010.00

10/27/25 MS202502235 Misc Roofing 1857 South St Robertson Properties Home Pride Contractors $19,000.00

10/27/25 MS202502236 Misc Roofing 1114 N 20th Ave Cir Heather Taylor McKinnis Inc $48,162.00
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10/27/25 MS202502237 Misc Roofing 652 N 12th St Nicholle Haner Self $15,000.00

10/27/25 MS202502238 Misc Roofing 223 E Riverview Dr Gayle Haner Self $18,000.00

10/29/25 MS202502239 Misc Driveway 341 S 21st St Torrence Watson Rock Hard Concrete $6,000.00

10/30/25 MS202502240 Misc Roofing 11534 Horizon Ln David Manton McCoy Roofing $30,685.00

10/31/25 RN202500216 Res-New New Construction 1250 S 14th Cir Melvin Sudbeck Homes Orchard Valley $167,132.00

10/31/25 MS202502242 Misc Roofing 1761 Park St Dave Saunders Select Contrcting $8,000.00

Grant Total $2,599,402.00





BVFD October Response Time Report – Explanation of Mutual Aids 

Tones explanation – Dispatch will tone (dispatch) a department out every 4 minutes until 
someone answers up at their station. After the 2nd tone if no one answers up by the time a 
3rd tone is needed then dispatch mutual aids the next nearest department on the 3rd 
department.  

Saturday October 25th at 04:04 PM – BVFD dispatched for a dumpster fire at Cargill - 4 
BVFD personnel responded, investigated, and extinguished fire - 1 BVFD apparatus 
responded - Kennard Fire was mutual aided due to the limited personnel that responded 
and 2 of the personnel being Senior Cadets – 1 BVFD and 1 KVFD apparatus responded. 

Tuesday October 27th at 11:00 PM – BVFD dispatched for medical nature unknown - 2 
BVFD personnel responded, treated, and transported the patient - 1 BVFD apparatus 
responded - Kennard was mutual aided due to no BVFD personnel answering up after two 
tones, Kennard 711 responded with a crew of 3 and assisted Blair 810, Blair 810 still 
handled and transported. 

101 Total Calls for Service 

o 76 Medical (75.24%) 

o 25 Fire-Related (24.76%) 

Average of 5.59 members per call  

62 Hours, 14 Minutes spent on calls 

o Average of 37 minutes, 26 seconds per call 

Call Distribution 

o 84 City Calls (83.16%) 

 19 Fire-Related 

 65 Medical 

o 17 Rural Calls (16.4%) 

 6 Fire-related  

 11 Medical 

Top Response Locations 

• Angel Share Apartments – 5 calls 



• Cargill - 6 calls 

• Nursing Homes / Assisted Living Facilities - 25 calls  

o Good Shepherd – 10 calls 

o Carter Place – 6 calls 

o Crowell Home – 8 calls 

o Johansen Manor - 1 call  

 



Date Type
Time of 

Call Disp 2nd 3rd Enrt Arr cancel
M/A 
Req

M/A  
Disp Enrt Arr Canc

City
Rural

10/1/2025 MED 1645 1646 1652 1654 C
10/2/2025 MED 0853 0855 0901 0903 C
10/2/2025 MED 0906 0908 0913 0916 0917 C
10/3/2025 MED 0625 0626 0634 0636 C
10/3/2025 AFDS 0904 0904 0906 R
10/3/2025 MED 1103 1105 1113 1116 C
10/4/2025 MED 1554 1555 1601 1601 C
10/4/2025 MED 1610 1612 1619 1622 C
10/4/2025 MED 1623 1624 1627 1629 C
10/5/2025 PI 0259 0259 0307 0308 C
10/5/2025 MED 0653 0655 0658 0659 C
10/5/2025 MED 1300 1301 1305 1305 C
10/6/2025 MED 0804 0805 0807 0809 C
10/6/2025 AFDS 1611 1613 1614 R
10/6/2025 MED 2219 2221 2229 2231 c
10/7/2025 MED 0952 0953 0955 0957 C
10/7/2025 MED 2310 2311 2317 2319 C
10/8/2025 MED 0753 0753 0758 0801 C
10/8/2025 AFDS 1056 1057 1057 C
10/8/2025 PI 1755 1756 1801 1803 C
10/8/2025 AFDS 2031 2031 2041 2043 C
10/9/2025 AFDS 0436 0438 0439 R
10/9/2025 MED 1549 1550 1559 1600 C
10/9/2025 AFDS 1652 1653 1701 1703 C
10/9/2025 AFDS 2041 2042 2045 2046 C

10/10/2025 MED 0939 0941 0943 0947 C
10/10/2025 MED 0958 0959 0959 1004 R
10/10/2025 TRANSFER 1237 1238 1238 1238 C
10/10/2025 AFDS 1920 1921 1922 1927 C
10/10/2025 STANDBY FO1900 1900 1900 1900 C
10/11/2025 MED 0921 0921 0931 0932 C
10/12/2025 AFDS 1536 1537 1544 1546 C
10/12/2025 MED 1633 1634 1638 1640 C
10/12/2025 MED 1720 1721 1726 1728 C
10/13/2025 MED 2025 2026 2032 2034 C
10/13/2025 MED 2240 2242 2253 2254 C
10/14/2025 MED 2057 2058 2059 2101 C
10/15/2025 AFDS 1135 1136 1141 C
10/15/2025 MED 1306 1308 1314 1315 C
10/15/2025 MED 1549 1549 1556 1557 C
10/15/2025 FIRE 1812 1814 1818 C
10/16/2025 MED 1440 1442 1448 1451 C
10/16/2025 AFDS 1605 1605 1610 C
10/16/2025 MED 1748 1749 1750 1753 C



10/16/2025 MED 2307 2308 2314 2321 R
10/17/2025 AFDS 1549 1549 1552 C
10/17/2025 STANDBY FO1838 1838 1838 1838 C
10/18/2025 MED 0748 0749 0801 0803 C
10/18/2025 MED 1146 1147 1153 1155 C
10/18/2025 AFDS 1754 1756 1801 1808 1809 C
10/18/2025 MED 1937 1937 1944 1951 R
10/19/2025 MED 1707 1708 1718 1728 R
10/19/2025 MED 1913 1913 1918 1918 C
10/19/2025 MED 2052 2053 2054 2057 C
10/20/2025 MED 0610 0612 0616 0622 0624 C
10/20/2025 FIRE 0850 0852 0859 0900 C
10/20/2025 AFDS 0921 0922 0925 0927 C
10/20/2025 MED 2252 2253 2300 2302 C
10/21/2025 FIRE 0256 0257 ? 0307 0320 0322 0307 0307 0322 C
10/21/2025 MED 0749 0750 0757 0802 C
10/21/2025 MED 0918 0920 0922 0932 C
10/21/2025 MED 1240 1241 1245 1253 1256 C
10/22/2025 MED 0501 0502 0508 0511 0513 C
10/22/2025 AFDS 1219 1219 1224 C
10/22/2025 MED 1858 1900 1905 1908 R
10/22/2025 MED 2157 2158 2205 2209 C
10/23/2025 AFDS 0831 0833 0843 R
10/23/2025 MED 1002 1002 1008 1019 R
10/24/2025 AFDS 1025 1026 1028 C
10/24/2025 MED 1215 1218 1223 1225 C
10/24/2025 MED 18931 1831 1840 1843 C
10/25/2025 MED 0925 0926 0933 0936 C
10/25/2025 FIRE 1603 1604 1608 1612 1611 1617 1612 1612 1620 1630 R
10/25/2025 AFDS 1703 1704 1708 R
10/25/2025 MED 1715 1716 1726 1729 C
10/25/2025 FIRE 1812 1814 1820 1826 R
10/25/2025 MED 1848 1849 1957 1900 C
10/26/2025 MED 0841 0843 0849 0851 C
10/26/2025 MED 1218 1221 1227 1230 1231 C
10/27/2025 MED 1618 1618 1620 1622 C
10/27/2025 MED 1719 1720 1725 1727 C
10/27/2025 MED 2259 2300 2304 2308 2318 2319 2304 2304 2311 2318 C
10/28/2025 MED 0937 0939 0943 0947 C
10/28/2025 MED 2046 2047 2056 2058 C
10/28/2025 STANDBY 2241 2241 FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 0038 C
10/29/2025 MED 0800 0802 0807 0807 C
10/29/2025 AFDS 1059 1100 1103 C
10/29/2025 MEDALRM 1520 1524 1528 C
10/30/2025 MED 1734 1736 1742 1744 C
10/30/2025 MED 1842 1844 1846 1849 C
10/30/2025 PI 2135 2136 2140 C



10/31/2025 MED 1221 1221 1227 1229 C
10/31/2025 MED 1253 1254 1255 1258 C
10/31/2025 FIRE 2027 2028 2031 2033 C
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) requires that 

each incorporated municipality must annually certify the appointment of the City Street 

Superintendent; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Blair desires to designate Charles Heaton as the City Street 

Superintendent on a month-to-month basis for January 2026 to December 2026; and  

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Department of Transportation requires formal action by the 

Mayor and City Council to designate Charles Heaton as the city’s Street Superintendent on a 

month-to-month basis from January 2026 to December 2026; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have been presented with a Resolution 

designating Charles Heaton as the city’s Street Superintendent for 2026 and authorizing the Mayor 

to sign the Year-End Certification of the City Street Superintendent; and   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Charles Heaton is hereby designated at the 

City’s Street Superintendent for January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2026; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Resolution is hereby 

adopted and approved by the municipality and the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Blair are 

hereby authorized and directed to certify such to the state at the appropriate time on behalf of the 

municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 
WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -.  UPON ROLL CALL, 
COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING ‘NAY”, 
THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND APPROVED 
THIS 11TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025. 
 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
 
 
     BY: ___________________________________ 
      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
 
(SEAL) 
 
STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    ) ss: 
WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 
 
BRENDA WHEELER hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 
Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 11th day of 
November 2025. 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Blair has a Volunteer Fire Department and Volunteer Rescue 

Squad Department that provide Emergency response services to the City of Blair.   

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §16-222 and the Blair City Code, Chapter 3, 

Article 4, §3-401, a person may be appointed to the Blair Volunteer Fire Department by the Mayor, 

with the approval of the Blair City Council; 

 WHEREAS, Blair Fire Chief recommends that Justin Smith, Kaleb Nicholson, Mark 

Hodson, and Gabriel Stock be appointed as new members of the Blair Volunteer Fire Department; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Justin Smith, Kaleb Nicholson, Mark 

Hodson, and Gabriel Stock are hereby appointed to the Blair Volunteer Fire Department, and the 

above resolution is hereby adopted and approved by the municipality and the Mayor and City Clerk 

of the City of Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute the same on behalf of the 

municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 

WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -. UPON ROLL CALL, 

COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING "AYE". COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING "NAY", THE 

MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 

1TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025. 

 

 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 

 

     BY: ___________________________________ 

      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

 

(SEAL) 
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STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 

    ) ss: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 

 

BRENDA WHEELER, hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 

Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 

adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 11th day of 

November 2025. 

 

 

      _____________________________________ 

      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

 

 

 



MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery Board 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  10/21/25  

Re:  Black Elk Disc Golf Course Improvements 

 Parks staff have been working with a group of avid disc golf players about upgrades 
and improvements to the course at Black Elk Park.  Attached is a proposal to help refresh 
the course.  No major work has been done on the course in at least 15 years or more.  The 
course routinely brings groups from Omaha and surrounding areas to Blair to play, helping 
promote the community and Blair parks. 

Staff Recommendation: Seeking approval and recommendation to the City Council and 
Mayor for improvements to the Black Elk Disc Golf Course 

Financial Impact: $15,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 









MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery Board 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  10/21/25  

Re:  Proposed Changes to Cemetery Rules: Number of Cremains per Space 

 Staff have proposed a rule change to allow more than two cremations per grave 
space in the Blair Cemetery.  Currently, rules permit one casket and one cremation, or two 
cremations, per space.    Families have asked staff to allow for more than two cremations 
per space.  Staff propose changing the rule to allow for 6 cremations per space.  We do not 
recommend changing the rules regarding headstones, and families will have to understand 
that, in some cases, a stone or memorial may not be allowed due to space restrictions. 

Staff Recommendation: Seeking opinion and possible action. 

Financial Impact: NA 
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FOREWORD 
 

The Blair Cemetery is owned and managed by the City of Blair, Nebraska. 
 
The management of the cemetery shall be under the direction of the Cemetery and 
Parks Supervisor, who in turn shall be responsible to the Deputy City Administrator of 
Public Works, City Administrator, Blair Mayor, and City Council for direct and complete 
supervision of the cemetery in all matters. 
 
All applications for purchase, transfers, assignments or repurchase of the cemetery 
grave spaces, interment and disinterment permits shall be made at the Cemetery and 
Parks Supervisor’s Cemetery and Parks Supervisor office. Only the Cemetery and 
Parks Supervisor Clerk/Treasurer is empowered to receive all monies or payments and 
to issue receipts for the same in all transactions involving cemetery property or service. 
 
It is the desire of the City to make the Blair Municipal Cemetery a quiet, beautiful place 
for the deceased, where a sense of repose will be obtained by dignified landscape 
effects on a well-maintained lawn. Anything which would mar the general beauty and 
harmony of the cemetery must be avoided. Peace and good order must prevail, and the 
sacredness of the cemetery must be properly maintained. It is to this end that these 
rules and regulations have been implemented. 
 
These rules govern the use and operation of the Blair Cemetery located in Blair, 
Washington County, Nebraska. 
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ARTICLE 1 

GENERAL RULES 
 
1. The cemetery is open every day of the year, weather permitting. The gates are open 

from 7:00 a.m. to dusk. 
 
2. The Cemetery and Parks Supervisor may open or close the Cemetery when in his 

judgment the appropriate use of the cemetery requires it. 
 

3. The Cemetery and Parks Supervisor has the general oversight of the cemetery and 
shall coordinate the time and day of all interment and disinterment.  
 

4. No person shall: 
 

a. Operate a motor vehicle within the cemetery except on an established 
roadway.  

b. Disturb any trees, shrubs, plants, or monuments without the consent of the 
Cemetery and Parks Supervisor. 

c. Erect a marker, monument, or vase without first contacting the Cemetery 
and Parks Supervisor and obtaining the necessary authorization and/or 
permits. 

d. Erect a mausoleum for private use.  
 

5. The Cemetery and Parks Supervisor and/or City Council reserves the right for City 
workers and those persons necessary to the performance of normal cemetery 
operations to enter on or cross over any lot or grave space in the cemetery in 
performing such duties as are deemed necessary by the Cemetery and Parks 
Supervisor of the Blair Cemetery. 
 

6. The Blair Cemetery and/or City of Blair shall not be financially responsible for any 
damage to grave spaces, monuments, vases, or structures thereon for flowers or 
articles removed from any grave space or lot.  

 
7. Neither the City of Blair nor its employees assumes liability for property or physical 

damage, or mental anguish caused or alleged to be caused in the performance of 
normal operations or of loss or damage by vandals or any third party. 

 
8. All traffic rules of the City of Blair shall apply to operations of vehicles in the Blair 

Cemetery. No vehicle shall be operated more than ten miles per hour within the 
cemetery. Any person driving in the cemetery shall be responsible for any damage 
done by the vehicle, and/or the person operating such vehicle. 

 
9. The City Council shall have the right at any time to amend or change these rules and 

regulations. 
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ARTICLE 2 
INTERMENTS, DISINTERMENTS, AND REMOVALS 

 
1. Any interment, disinterment, and or removal in or from the cemetery are subject 

to these rules and the Statutes of the State of Nebraska 
 

2. The Cemetery and Parks Supervisor shall be given a minimum of twenty-four 
(24) hours’ notice in the Summer and thirty-six (36) hours’ notice in the Winter for 
the opening and preparation of a grave prior to interment. 

 
3. Interments on Saturday, or City-recognized holidays, shall be allowed for 

religious reasons, extraordinary, or extenuating circumstances. Sunday funerals 
shall only be allowed for religious reasons and shall be charged at the Saturday 
afternoon or City holiday rate. 

 
4. Any disinterment and or removal shall be made under the direction of the 

Cemetery and Parks Supervisor according to the laws of the State of Nebraska, 
Washington County, the State Board of Health, and in the presence of a 
Licensed Mortician. 

 
5. Disinterment or removal will not be permitted on weekends, National or City-

recognized holidays. 
 
6. The Cemetery and Parks Supervisor shall be given at least one week notice of 

the intention to disinter or remove a body from the cemetery. When disinterment 
is made, the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor shall permit only the following 
persons to be present: 

 
a. Members of the immediate family. 

 
b. The mortician conducting the disinterment. 

 
c. A legal enforcement official authorized by a Court Order. 

 
d. Any other person specifically authorized by Law or Court Order. 

 
e. Any other person(s) that are needed to perform disinterment and/or re-

interment. 
 

7. The interment of two bodies in one grave space will not be permitted except in 
the following cases: 

 
a. Two infants 

 
b. One infant and one cremation. 
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c. One cremation and one adult burial (where sufficient space is available). 

 
i. Cremations will only be placed on top of the vault or box. 

 
d.  Multiple cremations (based on available space)? 

i. Up to 6 cremations allowed per grave space. 
 

e. One adult and one infant. 
 

8. No interment of remains other than that of a human being will be permitted within 
the cemetery. 
 

9. All interred cremains shall meet all Cemetery rules and regulations for lot 
setback, lot coverage, and shall be placed in conformance with regulations for 
monuments and markers. 

 
10. No interment will be permitted until the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor has 

issued a burial permit and all requirements have been met and all fees paid to 
the City Clerk/Treasurer. 
 

11. The lot owner and/or funeral director shall designate the location of graves on the 
lot to the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor, and any change of location made after 
the opening of the grave has begun shall be at the expense of the lot 
owner/funeral director. When definite information for locating a grave is not 
available in ample time for grave preparation to meet the time requested for 
interment, the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor will exercise his best judgment in 
establishing the location in order that the requested time for interment may be 
met. The City, Blair Cemetery, or its employees assumes no responsibility for 
any error in such location. An additional charge will be made for any change 
requested. 

 
12. The City and its employees shall not be held responsible for any orders given by 

phone, or for any mistake resulting from the lack of precise and proper 
instructions as to the space, size, or location in a plot where an interment is 
desired. 

 
13. The cemetery shall be in no way liable for any delays in the interment of a body 

where a protest to the interment has been made or where the rules or regulations 
have not been followed. The City shall be under no duty to recognize any protest 
to interment unless they are in writing and filed at the cemetery. 

 
14. The Cemetery and Parks Supervisor or his/her designated representative is to be 

present in the cemetery for every interment or disinterment. 
 

15. All interments shall be contained in a concrete box or vault only, except for 
infants or cremation interment, in which case an infant interment may use a 
fiberglass casket vault combination 
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16. Disinterment by heirs of a body so that the grave space or lot may be sold for 

profit to themselves or to any other persons, or disinterment contrary to the 
written directions of the original grave space or lot owner, shall not be allowed. 

 
17. The City of Blair and/or its employees shall not be liable for any damages to any 

casket, vault, or box incurred in making a removal. Fee charges for such service 
are set in Appendix B. 

 
 

ARTICLE 3 
Blocks, Lots, and Grave Spaces 

 
1. The cemetery is divided into blocks, which are in turn subdivided into lots, each 

ranging from four (4) to twelve (12) grave spaces. An infant’s section and a 
county burial section are also available in the Blair Cemetery. 

 
2. All arrangements to purchase a lot or grave space shall be coordinated with the 

Cemetery and Parks Supervisor, after which the purchaser shall make payment 
to the City of Blair for such purchase. The purchaser shall receive a Cemetery 
Deed from the City of Blair for the lot or grave spaces purchased. A purchaser 
acquires no right, title, or interest and may not inter a body or cremation in any 
grave space in the cemetery; until he has paid in full for said grave space or 
spaces, along with all interment fees. 

 
3. The City of Blair will file with the Washington County Register of Deeds on behalf 

of the lot owner. A fee of ten dollars will be added to the sale of lots for this 
service.  

 
4. A lot owner may sell their grave space or spaces; however, the City shall have no 

obligation to recognize the transfer unless a copy of the deed recorded with the 
Registrar of Washington County is filed with the City Clerk. All grave spaces sold 
back to the Cemetery/City must be conveyed by Warranty Deed. 

 
5. The Cemetery shall have the right to refuse to consent to a transfer or any 

conveyance of said grave spaces if there is any kind of indebtedness due to the 
cemetery by a recorded lot or grave space owner. 

 
6. If there are no heirs at law of a lot owner and he or she has not provided by will 

for the disposal of lots, the remaining space, or spaces, escheat back to the Blair 
Cemetery after normal inquiry of any known relatives and in accordance with 
State law. 

 
7. A single interment may not be buried to occupy more than one grave space 

without written direction from the lot owner or his heirs. 
 

8. Unused grave spaces may be reclaimed and sold per Nebraska State Statute. 
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ARTICLE 4 
Care of the Cemetery 

 
1. All grading, general landscape work, improvements, all openings and closing of 

graves, and all interments, disinterment, and removals shall be made by the 
Cemetery and Parks Supervisor or an approved delegate. 

 
2. All plantings of trees, shrubs, bushes, plants, and flowers shall be under the 

direction of the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor; any removal or pruning of the 
above-listed items must also be under the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor's 
supervision. The Cemetery and Parks Supervisor may remove any unauthorized 
planting, and the City and its employees shall not be liable for such removals. 

 
3. Floral arrangements and designs, flowers, shrubs, trees, weeds, or any herbage 

or any plastic or any other item may be removed by the Cemetery and Parks 
Supervisor or his employees whenever he judges them to be unsightly, 
dangerous, detrimental, diseased, or distracting from the general décor of the 
cemetery. The cemetery and its employees shall not be liable for flower pieces, 
baskets, frames, or other objects left for or after a funeral service or for 
decoration of a grave over winter. The cemetery shall not be liable for lost, 
misplaced, or otherwise damaged flower cases unless such damage is caused 
by the cemetery personnel in the performance of their duties. The cemetery shall 
not be responsible for frozen plants or herbage of any kind, or for plantings or 
herbage of any kind, or for plantings damaged by the elements, drought, lack of 
water, thieves, vandals, or by other causes beyond its control. 

 
4. Glass containers of any kind are not permitted in the cemetery. The 

City/cemetery is not responsible for any cost of replacement or injury because of 
such containers. 

 
5. Flowers (silk, plastic, or real) are not permitted on lots or grave spaces from April 

1 through November 1 unless contained in a permanent type of container 
approved by these rules, except as follows: 
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a. From April 1 through November 1, all other decorations or mementos are 
permitted if attached to the headstone or firmly sitting completely on the 
headstone base.  
 

b. A valid three (3) day registration in remembrance of birthdays or the date 
of death. 
 

c. Five (5) days before Memorial Day to seven (7) days after. 
 

d. The Thursday before Mother’s and/or Father’s Day at 4:00 p.m. to the 
Tuesday after Mother’s and/or Father’s Day at 6:00 p.m.  

 
e. Temporary decorations are allowed for 30 days after interment. 

Decorations must be placed in line with adjacent markers and must not 
impede the routine maintenance of the cemetery. 
 

i. An extension may be allowed by the Cemetery and Parks 
Supervisor on a case-by-case basis, depending upon 
circumstances. 

 
6. Patrons of the Blair Cemetery may decorate grave spaces or lots from November 

1 through April 1 with any items they wish except for any glass items. The 
cemetery and its employees, however, are not responsible for any items that 
have been moved, damaged, or lost during this time, either in the performance of 
their duties or by other third parties. 

 
7. Patrons of the Blair Cemetery may water grave spaces, lots, trees, and bushes 

or flowers only if they are present. Any water hydrant left on, and no one present, 
shall be turned off, and the cemetery employees shall pick up any hoses or 
sprinklers left out. The cemetery also reserves the right to turn off or disconnect 
the water supply at any time because of leaks or rationing mandated by the City. 

 
8. Curbing, fences, or hedges around any grave space or lots are prohibited. 

 
9. No elevated mounds shall be built over graves, and no lots shall be filled above 

the level established by the cemetery. 
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ARTICLE 5 
Monument and Marker Regulations 

 
1. Flower vases, allowed by these rules, separate from the headstone or 

monument, must be placed at the North and South ends of the foundation. 
 

2. The Blair Cemetery may charge a fee to the lot owner or person requiring the 
movement of a large monument or marker or to open a grave. The City is not 
responsible for the replacement of any foundation damaged by opening a grave. 

 
3. All permits and fees shall be paid before any monuments, markers, vase or 

foundation work can begin. See Appendix A for any fees. 
 
4. The foundation for any monument or markers shall be level with the ground at 

least six (6) inches thick. The lot owner is responsible for the maintenance and 
repairs of the foundation.  

 
5. All monuments or markers shall be no more than sixteen inches in width and be 

set in a straight line with lot lines. Cemetery staff will locate corner pins and 
identify the location of each monument or marker. All monuments and markers 
must be properly aligned in their respective lots. 

 
6. All monuments or markers shall be constructed of marble, granite, or bronze. 

Rock, steel, aluminum, or formed concrete plate shall not be used for markers or 
monuments. Grave slabs are not permitted in any part of the cemetery.  

 
7. Monuments or markers shall not be removed unless notice has been given to the 

Cemetery and Parks Supervisor in writing. 
 
8. Placement of monuments and markers applies to each section of the Cemetery 

as follows: 
 

a. Blocks 1 through 109 inclusive shall have unrestricted monument 
privileges, which permit the erection of monuments or markers at either or 
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both ends of a grave space that do not interfere with future grave 
openings and are not set back-to-back with another monument or marker.  

 
b. Blocks 110, 111 and 118, the monuments or markers on the East one-half 

of the lot shall be placed on the East end of the grave with the inscription 
facing the grave, and on the West one-half of the lot, the monuments or 
markers shall be placed on the West end of the grave with the inscription 
facing the grave.  
 

c. Block 115-117 shall allow monuments or markers on the East one-half of 
the lot shall be placed on the East end of the grave with the inscription 
facing the grave, and on the West one-half of the lot, the monuments or 
markers shall be placed on the West end of the grave with the inscription 
facing the grave..  

 
d. Monuments or markers located in North-South closed roadway lots shall 

be placed at the West end of the grave and face East. No monuments 
may be placed on the east end of these grave spaces. 
 

e. Center (Family) monuments will not be permitted in any section of the 
cemetery for lots purchased after April 1, 2023. 

 
9. In the event existing curbs become a maintenance hazard or become unsightly 

because of deterioration and/or disrepair, the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor 
shall notify the lot owner or heirs, if possible, that the curb must be repaired 
within 30 days, weather permitting, or it shall be removed. If no lot owner or heir 
can be located, the Cemetery shall repair or remove the curbing at the Cemetery 
and Parks Supervisor’s discretion. 

10. Spaces will multiple burials will not be exempt from the head stone rules and 
regulations. 

 
11. The following requirements shall apply to all monuments and markers: 
 

a. Only professional monument companies are permitted to install 
foundations and monuments. 
 

b. Only engineered, pre-stressed precast concrete foundation caps set in a 
wet concrete footing will be used. 

 
i. The monument company will be responsible for determining the 

depth of the footing. 
ii. Monuments over sixty (60) inches tall must be supported by a 

minimum six-inch-thick foundation and a six-inch diameter post 
forty-two (42) inches deep, one for each two feet of length. A 
reinforcing rod must be used to tie the foundation to the post(s).  

 
c. The wash on all monuments will be a minimum of two inches. 
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d. No monument, marker, or vase will extend beyond the boundary of the 
grave space or lot.   

 
e. It shall be the responsibility of the monument company and/or the family of 

the deceased to straighten the monument or marker should it begin to 
lean or tilt. 

 
f. If, in the judgment of the Cemetery and Parks Supervisor, any marker or 

monument becomes hazardous, the monument company will be notified.  
 

i. If the monument company fails to take action after thirty days, the 
Cemetery and Parks Supervisor may remove the marker until it can 
be reset. 
 

g. Temporary markers may be placed by request for a length of 90 days. 
These may be placed by the funeral home or one provided by the 
cemetery. After 90 days, temporary markers will be removed, and a 
permanent marker or monument must be placed at the grave. 

 
i. An extension may be allowed by the Cemetery and Parks 

Supervisor on a case-by-case basis, depending upon 
circumstances. 
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ARTICLE 6 
Fees - Charges - Permits - Payments 

 
The payment of all fees, charges, permits, and payments is payable at the time of 
service and shall be made at the City Clerk’s office, located at 218 South 16th Street. 
 
A schedule of all fees, charges, permits, and payments as established by the City 
Council and stated in Appendix A hereto shall be on file in the office of the Cemetery 
and Parks Supervisor and in the Blair City Clerk’s office. Such a schedule may be 
amended from time to time. 
 
The City may buy back grave spaces at the rate of $200.00 per grave space.  
 

APPENDIX A 
Fee Schedule 

 
Grave Openings 
 
Adult     $550.00 
Infant     $350.00 
 
Cremation (one urn)   $300.00 
Cremation (one urn with vault)  $350.00 
 
There shall be an additional charge of $350.00 for interments on Saturday mornings. 
There shall be an additional charge of $350.00 for interments on Saturday afternoon 
or recognized City holidays. There shall be a late service fee of $125.00 per hour for 
any service scheduled after 4 pm. 
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All disinterments and re-interments in the same grave shall be charged for one (1) 
opening and any additional time or equipment used in the removal of said 
disinterment in accordance with City rental fees and expenses. 
 
Any disinterment and re-interment, in another grave, shall be charged for two (2) 
openings plus any additional fees if applicable. 
 

Grave Space Purchases 
 

40- & 45-Inch Spaces  Adult/Infant/Cremation   $550.00 
 

Baby Section (30inches x 60inches) 
 

Infant (under 2)    $300.00  
Cremation (Any)    $300.00 
 
Recording Fee for Deed  $10.00 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Blair is in need of a printer for City Hall; 

 WHEREAS, the City of Blair has solicited bids for a printer and received five bids; 

 WHEREAS, the bids are attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; 

 WHEREAS, City Staff has reviewed the bids and recommends awarding the bid to Jeff 

Boggess of Access Systems, in the amount of Eight Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars 

($8,465.00); 

 WHEREAS, this is not the low bid but the best option that will meet the needs of City 

Staff; 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have been presented with this Resolution which 

would authorize City Staff to secure the printer in the amount of Eight Thousand Four Hundred 

Sixty-Five Dollars ($8,465.00). 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Resolution is hereby 

adopted and approved by the municipality and the City Administrator and City Clerk of the City 

of Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute the same on behalf of the municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 

WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -. UPON ROLL CALL, 

COUNCIL MEMBERS -, VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS NONE VOTING 

“NAY”, THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND 

APPROVED THIS 11TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025. 

       

 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 

 

 

     BY: ___________________________________ 

      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 

    ) ss: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 

 

BRENDA WHEELER, hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 

Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 

adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 11th day of 

November 2025. 

 

      _____________________________________ 

      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE: 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BLAIR CITY MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 9, 

ARTICLE 8 BY AMENDING SECTION 9 AND ADDING ARTICLE 9, TO REQUIRE THE 

REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES; PROVIDE REGISTRATION FEES; PROVIDE 

PENALTIES FOR FAILING TO REGISTER VACANT PROPERTIES; REPEALING ALL 

ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH, PROVIDING 

WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AND PUBLISHING 

IN PAMPHLET FORM. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Blair wishes to establish a vacant property registration list as 

allowed by Nebraska Revised Statute 19-5403; and  

 WHEREAS, City Staff have reviewed what the State of Nebraska requires for creation 

and maintaining a vacant property registration list; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Staff has presented an amended version of the Blair Municipal Code, 

attached as Exhibit “A”, which outlines vacant properties, the process for registration, the 

associated fines, and penalties for failing to register a vacant property.  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1. That the above reference code sections in Exhibit “A” shall be adopted.  

 Section 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 Section 3. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 

approval, and publication as provided by law. 

  PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE 11th day of November 2025. 

 

      CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 

 

     BY: ___________________________________ 

      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 
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(SEAL) 

 

 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 

    ) ss: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 

 

BRENDA WHEELER, hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 

Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Ordinance was passed and 

adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 11th day of 

November 2025. 

      _____________________________________ 

      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 



Article 8.  Penal ProvisionVacant Properties  
 
Sec. 9-801  VIOLATIONS; PENALTYREGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: PURPOSE.  
It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to comply with the provisions herein, and every person failing to 
comply with, or violating any of the provisions of this Chapter shall be deemed to be guilty of a Class III 
misdemeanor, as defined by the Statutes of the State of Nebraska, Section 28-106, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined accordingly. Recognizing that vacant commercial and residential buildings (hereinafter 
referenced to as "vacant properties") contribute to blight, discourage economic development, hinder 
appreciation of property values, endanger public health and safety, attract criminal activity, and create fire 
hazards, it is the responsibility of property owners to prevent vacant properties from becoming a burden to 
the neighborhood and community and a threat to the public health, safety and welfare. Maintenance of the 
public health, safety, and welfare thus requires the City to maintain an accurate registration of all vacant 
properties. Any fees imposed under a vacant property registration ordinance have the potential to benefit the 
owners of vacant properties by helping to finance additional government services to protect the value and 
security of such properties. 
 
Sec. 9-802 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: PUBLIC NUISANCE. Vacant 
properties shall constitute a public nuisance. The City of Blair is given the power and authority pursuant to 
Nebraska Revised Statute §18-1720 to define, regulate, suppress and prevent such nuisances. A vacant 
property registration ordinance places a duty on the owner of vacant properties to assist the City in 
preventing public nuisance. The City Clerk shall be the program administrator for the vacant property 
registration list and said registration applies to any and all vacant properties within the City limits. 
 
Sec. 9-803 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: DUTY OF OWNER. All owners of 
vacant property subject to a vacant property registration ordinance, adopted pursuant to Nebraska Revised 
Statute §19-5406, shall be required to register such property with the City Clerk. 
 
Sec. 9-804 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION.  
The owner of a vacant property must register said property with the City Clerk within thirty (30) calendar 
days of written notice provided to the owner or the owner's resident agent of the existence of the vacant 
property. Such notice shall be served on the owner or resident agent by personal service or by certified  mail, 
return receipt requested. If notice by personal service or certified mail is unsuccessful, notice shall be given 
by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the City and by conspicuously posting the notice on 
the commercial building or residential building which is vacant. A copy of the notice under this section shall 
be recorded by the County Clerk, or his or her designee, in the records of the Register of Deeds for 
Washington County, Nebraska and indexed again
st the premises. 
For purposes of this Section, evidence of vacancy means any condition or circumstance that on its own 
or in combination with other conditions or circumstances would lead a reasonable person to believe that 
a residential building or commercial building is vacant. Such conditions or circumstances may include, 
but are not limited to, the following: 

(a) Overgrown or dead vegetation, including grass, shrubbe1y, and other plantings; 
(b) An accumulation of abandoned personal property, trash or other waste; 
(c) Visible deterioration or lack of maintenance of any building or structure on the property; 
(d) Graffiti or other defacement of any building or structure on the property; or 
(e) Any other condition or circumstance reasonably indicating that the property is not 

occupied for residential purposes or being used for the operation of a lawful business. 
 
For purposes of this section, a vacant property shall not be used for storage unless specifically allowed 
pursuant to the City of Blair Zoning Ordinance. 



 
Sec. 9-805 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: DEFINITIONS. For purposes of 
this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them: 
 
Vacant means the property has been vacant for 180 days or longer and during such time, has 
continuously exhibited evidence of vacancy as described in Section 4. 
 
Owner of vacant property means the person or persons shown to be the owner or owners of record on 
the records of the register of deeds. 
 
Commercial building means a building with more than fifty (50) percent of its floor space used for 
commercial activity. For the purposes of this section, floor space shall be designated as the area on the 
main or street level of the building. For purposes of this section, commercial activity means having the 
objective of supplying commodities (goods and services), industrial uses, industrial manufacturing, and 
ancillary business functions.
 
Residential building means a housing structure or other framework, together with such land on which 
the dwelling and appurtenant buildings are located, that is used or intended to support occupancy of one 
or more persons for non-business purposes. This includes but is not limited to the following: a house, a 
condominium, a townhouse, an apartment unit or building, or a trailer house. 
 
 
Sec. 9-806 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: EXEMPTIONS. The vacant property 
registration ordinance provides the following exemptions to the vacant property registration and fee 
requirements, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

(a) Properly only considered to be a seasonal residence; and the property is in compliance 
with current building code/property maintenance code 

(b) Property of an owner who is temporarily absent, but who has demonstrated his or her 
intent to return; and the property is in compliance with current building code/property 
maintenance code 

(c) Property that is scheduled for demolition and has a valid demo permit issued by the City 
of Blair 

(d) Property under construction or renovation pursuant to a valid building permit issued by 
the City of Blair; 

(e) Property subject to divorce, probate or estate proceedings; and the property is in 
compliance with current building code/prope1iy maintenance code 

(f) Property that is "for sale," "for rent," or "for lease" and where the owner can produce 
sufficient good faith evidence of active marketing of sale, rent or lease; and the property 
is in compliance with current building code/property maintenance code 

(g) Property owned by the federal government, the State of Nebraska, the City of  Balir or 
any other political subdivision. 

 
 
Sec. 9-807 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: REGISTRATION FORMS. The 
required vacant property registration shall be submitted on the form provided by the City. The form shall 
include, but not be limited to the following: the name, current mailing address, telephone number and 
facsimile and email address (if applicable) of the property owner and his or her agent; the street address 
and parcel identification number of the vacant property; the transfer date of the instrument conveying 



the property to the owner; the date on which the property became vacant; and such other information 
deemed necessary by the City. The form shall also include the period of time the vacant property is 
expected to remain vacant, and a plan and timetable for performance of one or more of the following: 
 

(a) Returning the vacant property to the appropriate occupancy or use; 

(b) Marketing the property for sale or lease; 

(c) Making any necessary repairs; or 

(d) Demolition of the property. 
 
All applicable laws and codes shall be complied with by the owner. The owner shall notify the City of 
any changes in information supplied as part of the vacant property registration within thirty (30) 
calendar days of the change. 
 
If the owner of the vacant property docs not reside in Washington County for at least one hundred eighty 
(180) days in a calendar year, then the owner must provide information for a resident agent with 
authority to act with respect to the property, including the name, current mailing address, phone number, 
and any other contact information of the owner's agent. Any subsequent owner of a vacant property must 
register or re-register the building with the City within thirty (30) calendar days of any transfer of any 
ownership interest in the vacant property. The new owner(s) shall comply with the approved plan and 
timetable submitted by the previous owner until any proposed changes are submitted by the new owner 
and meet the approval of the City. 
 
An owner who acquires a vacant property for which a registration fee has already been paid for a 
particular period is not liable for an additional registration fee for that period; however, the new owner 
must register the change of ownership with the City. 
 
Sec. 9-808 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: VACANT PROPERTY FEES.  
 
Residential Property: There is no fee for initial registration of vacant residential property. However, if 
the owner fails to remedy the vacant property and successfully have it removed from the vacant property 
registration list within 180 days from the initial registration date, or within 180 days from the initial 
registration date deadline if the owner fails to register the property, then the owner of a vacant 
residential property shall be assessed a fee of $250.00, payable to the City of Blair. In addition, a 
supplemental fee of$500.00 will be assessed to the owner of the vacant property for every 180-day 
period thereafter, until the vacant property is removed from the registration list. 
 
Commercial Property: There is no fee for initial registration of vacant commercial property. However, if 
the owner fails to remedy the vacant property and successfully have it removed from the vacant property 
registration list within 180 days from the initial registration date, or within 180 days from the initial 
registration date deadline if the owner fails to register the property, then the owner of a vacant 
commercial property shall be assessed a fee of $500.00, payable to the City of Blair. In addition, a 
supplemental fee of$1000.00 will be assessed to the owner of the vacant property for every 180-day 
period thereafter, until the vacant property is removed from the registration list. 
 
Registration fees may be refundable for the year preceding the date on which the property is no longer 
vacant. Unpaid registration fees shall become a lien on the premises, as well as a liability of the 
responsible party. Additionally, the City attorney may institute appropriate action against the owner for 
the recovery of such costs. 
 



 
Sec. 9-809 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: PENALTIES. Any person upon 
whom a duty is placed by the provisions of this ordinance who shall fail, neglect, or refuse to perform 
such duty, or who shall violate a provision of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of an infraction and 
upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00), except 
that each person so convicted shall be fined in a sum of not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for 
the first offense, not less than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for the second offense, and not less than 
four hundred dollars ($400.00) for the third offense and each offense thereafter. The penalty herein 
provided shall be cumulative with and in addition to the revocation, cancellation, or forfeiture of any 
license, permit, or right elsewhere provided for or as provided by law. Each day that a violation of this 
ordinance continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense and shall be punishable as such. 
 
Any and all civil penalties assessed under this ordinance shall be billed to the owner or other responsible 
party. Failure or refusal to pay any and all such penalties permits the City to pursue any and all available 
legal remedies for the enforcement and collection of such penalties; including, but not limited to, civil 
actions being filed in district court, suits or actions being maintained in any court of competent 
jurisdiction, abatement of nuisances maintained in violation of this ordinance, institution of injunction, 
mandamus, or other appropriate action or proceedings to enforce the penalty provisions of this 
ordinance. This ordinance in no way limits the penalties, actions or abatement procedures which may be 
taken by the City for a violation of any other ordinance of the City or statute of the State of Nebraska. 
 
Sec. 9-810 REGISTRATION OF VACANT PROPERTIES: REMOVEL OF PROPERTY FROM 
REGISTRATION LIST. An owner may have his or her vacant property removed from the vacant 
property registration by providing sufficient notification and evidence to the City Clerk, or his or her 
designee, that said vacant property no longer meets the definition of vacancy as described in Section 4. 
The City Clerk, or his or her designee, may then evaluate or inspect the property to determine whether 
the property should be removed from the registration list. 
 
 
Sec. 9-811 REGISTRATION F VACANT PROPERTIES: APPEAL. Upon receiving notice 
declaring that a building is vacant or remains vacant, the owner of the building may appeal such decision 
within twenty (20) calendar days of receipt of the notice. Such appeal shall be in writing to the City 
Clerk accompanied by a non- refundable appeal fee of $200. Such appeal shall request a hearing before 
the City Council to present reasons why the building should not be declared vacant. The City Council 
shall set such hearing within twenty (20) business days from the date of receipt of the written request. 
 
A written notice of the City Council decision following the hearing shall be sent to the property owner 
by certified mail or shall be provided at the conclusion of the meeting. If the City Council rejects the 
appeal, the owner shall have thirty (30) calendar days from the decision to

register the vacant building; provided, the property owner may appeal such decision, within 
thirty (30) calendar days of the City Council decision, to the appropriate court for adjudication 
during which proceedings the decision of the City Council shall be stayed. 
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Article 9.  Penal Provision  
 
Sec. 9-901  VIOLATIONS; PENALTY.  It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to comply with 
the provisions herein, and every person failing to comply with, or violating any of the provisions of 
this Chapter shall be deemed to be guilty of a Class III misdemeanor, as defined by the Statutes of 
the State of Nebraska, Section 28-106, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined accordingly. 
 
Sec. 9-902 VIOLATIONS BUREA. A Violations Bureau for the City of Blair is hereby created 
pursuant to Section 18-1729 R.R.S. Neb. for the purpose of collecting penalties for nuisance 
violations. 
Any person accused of a violation as established by Sections 9-801 through 9-811 ,  inclusive may 
within ten (10) days after the date of issuance of the citation of the violation and before the 
appearance date thereon dispose of the citation by appearing at the office of the City Clerk of the 
City of Blair and remitting full payment of the penalty assessed for the specific violation as outlined 
in Section 9-809. 
Any person may plead not guilty to the citation and he or she may appear before the County Court of 
Washington County, Nebraska, on the date and at the time specified on the citation.   
At the time of the commission of the alleged violation, the accused shall be served with printed 
notice informing the accused of his or her options in disposing of the citation as noted hereinbefore. 
If the accused fails to appear at the office of the City Clerk of the City of Blair or before the County 
Court of Washington County, Nebraska, on or before the date specified on the citation, a warrant for 
his or her arrest shall be issued by the County Court of Washington County, Nebraska. 
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19-5401. Act, how cited.

Sections 19-5401 to 19-5408 shall be known and may be cited as the Vacant Property
Registration Act.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 1.
19-5402. Legislative findings and declarations.

The Legislature finds and declares that:

(1) Vacant properties have the potential to create a host of problems for Nebraska
communities, including a propensity to foster criminal activity, create public health problems,
and otherwise diminish quality of life;

(2) Vacant properties have the potential to reduce the value of area properties, increase the
risk of property damage through arson and vandalism, and discourage neighborhood stability;

(3) Vacant properties represent unrealized economic growth in Nebraska communities;

(4) A vacant property registration ordinance allows a municipality to discourage property
vacancy, maintain unoccupied buildings, provide a database of vacant properties and their
owners, and assess fees for the increased public costs associated with vacant properties;

(5) Fees imposed under a vacant property registration ordinance have the potential to benefit
the owners of vacant properties by helping to finance additional government services to protect
the value and security of such properties; and

(6) Enactment of a vacant property registration ordinance is a proper exercise of
governmental authority to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of community residents
and a valid regulatory scheme.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 2.
19-5403. Purposes of act.

The purposes of the Vacant Property Registration Act are to promote the health, safety, and
welfare of Nebraska residents by providing authority for municipalities to enact vacant property
registration ordinances. Such ordinances will allow communities to identify and register vacant
properties, collect fees to compensate for the public costs of vacant properties, plan for the
rehabilitation of vacant properties, and encourage the occupancy of vacant properties.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 3.
19-5404. Terms, defined.

For purposes of the Vacant Property Registration Act:

(1) Evidence of vacancy means any condition or circumstance that on its own or in
combination with other conditions or circumstances would lead a reasonable person to believe
that a residential building or commercial building is vacant. Such conditions or circumstances
may include, but are not limited to:

(a) Overgrown or dead vegetation, including grass, shrubbery, and other plantings;

(b) An accumulation of abandoned personal property, trash, or other waste;

(c) Visible deterioration or lack of maintenance of any building or structure on the property;
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(d) Graffiti or other defacement of any building or structure on the property; or

(e) Any other condition or circumstance reasonably indicating that the property is not
occupied for residential purposes or being used for the operation of a lawful business;

(2) Municipality means a city of the first class, city of the second class, or village;

(3) Owner means the person or persons shown to be the owner or owners of record on the
records of the register of deeds;

(4) Residential building means a house, a condominium, a townhouse, an apartment unit or
building, or a trailer house; and

(5) Vacant means that a residential building or commercial building exhibits evidence of
vacancy.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 4.
19-5405. Vacant property registration ordinance; adoption by municipality.

Under the Vacant Property Registration Act, a municipality may adopt a vacant property
registration ordinance which applies to any type of either residential or commercial buildings or
both, located within the corporate limits of the municipality, except that a vacant property
registration ordinance shall not apply to property owned by the federal government, the State of
Nebraska, or any political subdivision thereof. A vacant property registration ordinance shall
create a city-wide vacant property registration database and clearly designate a program
administrator.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 5.
19-5406. Registration of property; duty of owner; information required; fee; exemptions.

(1) Owners of vacant property subject to a vacant property registration ordinance adopted
pursuant to section 19-5405 shall be required to register such property with the program
administrator if the property has been vacant for one hundred eighty days or longer. A vacant
property registration ordinance registration form shall be in either paper or electronic form, and
the following information shall be required:

(a) The name, street address, mailing address, telephone number, and, if applicable, the
facsimile number and email address of the property owner and his or her agent;

(b) The street address and parcel identification number of the vacant property;

(c) The transfer date of the instrument conveying the property to the owner; and

(d) The date on which the property became vacant.

(2)(a) A vacant property registration ordinance may require payment of a fee one hundred
eighty days after initial registration of the vacant property pursuant to subsection (1) of this
section or three hundred sixty days after the property becomes vacant, whichever is sooner, and
may require the payment of supplemental registration fees at intervals not more frequently than
every six months thereafter for as long as the property remains on the vacant property
registration database. The initial registration fee shall be not more than two hundred fifty dollars
for a residential property and not more than one thousand dollars for a commercial property. A
supplemental registration fee shall be not more than double the previous fee amount, with a
maximum supplemental registration fee of ten times the initial registration fee amount.
Registration fees may be refundable for the year preceding the date on which the property is no
longer vacant.
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(b) A vacant property registration ordinance shall provide an exemption to the registration
and fee requirements for vacant property that is advertised in good faith for sale or lease.

(c) A vacant property registration ordinance may provide exemptions to the registration and
fee requirements, including, but not limited to, for vacant property:

(i) Only considered to be a seasonal residence;

(ii) Damaged by fire, weather, an act of God, or vandalism;

(iii) Under construction or renovation;

(iv) Where the owner is temporarily absent, but who has demonstrated his or her intent to
return; and

(v) Which is subject to divorce, probate, or estate proceedings.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 6.
19-5407. Vacant property registration ordinance; contents; program administrator;
powers.

(1) A vacant property registration ordinance shall:

(a) Provide that a subsequent owner or owners of property subject to the ordinance will
assume the obligations of the previous owner or owners;

(b) Provide for removal of the property from the vacant property registration database when
the property is no longer vacant;

(c) Require submission of an owner plan for occupancy of the property; and

(d) Provide that owners have the right to prior notice and to appeal adverse decisions of the
municipality or the program administrator. Such notice shall be sent by certified mail to the
registered owner at the address maintained in the register of deeds' office at least ten days prior
to such adverse decision.

(2) A vacant property registration ordinance may allow the program administrator or his or
her designee to inspect the interior and exterior of the vacant property upon registration and at
one-year intervals thereafter for so long as the property remains on the vacant property
registration database. A vacant property registration ordinance may provide for municipal fines
for failure to comply with its requirements. A municipality may enforce the collection of vacant
property registration fees by civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction. Unpaid vacant
property registration fees and unpaid fines for any violation of a vacant property registration
ordinance shall become a lien on the applicable property upon the recording of a notice of such
lien in the office of the register of deeds of the county in which the applicable property is located.
The lien created under this subsection shall be subordinate to all liens on the applicable property
recorded prior to the time the notice of such lien under this subsection is recorded.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 7.
19-5408. Supplemental provisions.

The provisions of the Vacant Property Registration Act shall be supplemental and in addition
to any other laws of the State of Nebraska relating to vacant property.

Source: Laws 2018, LB256, § 8.
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MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Mayor and City Council 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  11/11/25   

Re:  Hwy 75 Speed Limits 

 For your consideration, there is a resolution that will allow staff to request that 
NDOT change the speed limits on Hwy 75.  Now that these areas are fully within city limits 
and the traffic lights at Hollow Road are functioning, we would like to slow traffic as it 
enters Blair.  Staff recommend reducing the speed to 45 MPH starting at Anthony Way, the 
south entrance road to Cargill. With Calcium products moving in, more traffic will be in that 
area.  The 45 MPH zone would then end at Hollow Road, where the speed would change to 
35 MPH into town or to Washington Street.  Currently, the speed is 65 MPH until 1000 feet 
south/east of Hollow Road, then 45 to Wilbur, then 35.   

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the resolution. 

Financial Impact: $NA 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have been presented with a Resolution to adopt 

speed limits for specified streets and roadways or parts thereof. 

 WHEREAS, the specified streets and roadways or parts thereof, that shall be amended and 

adopted pertain to Highway US-75 as outlined herein: 

 SECTION 1. The following speed limits be hereby set, established, and adopted for and 

along the specified streets and roadways or parts thereof. 

A. On Highway US-75 as follows: 

 

From Washington Street to the 10th Street and Hollow Road Intersection the speed limit 

shall be 35 MPH.  

 

From 10th Street and Hollow Road Intersection to Anthony Way the speed limit shall be 

45 MPH. 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the speed limits as outlined herein, are 

hereby adopted and approved by the municipality and the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of 

Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute the same on behalf of the municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 

WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -.  UPON ROLL CALL, 

COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING ‘NAY”, 

THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND APPROVED 

THIS 11th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025. 

 

 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 

 

 

     BY: ___________________________________ 

      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 

    ) ss: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 

 

BRENDA WHEELER, hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 

Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 

adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 11th day of 

November 2025. 

 

      _____________________________________ 

      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 



MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Mayor and City Council 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  11/11/25   

Re:  10th Street Speed Limits 

 For your consideration, there is a resolution to change the speed limits on 10th Street 
near the Dollar General Distribution Center.  Staff met with the Transportation Committee 
to discuss a few public comments about the speed in that area, and would like to 
recommend a change.   Currently, the speed on 10th Street is 25 MPH for the entire route.  
Staff proposes changing to 35 MPH from Hollow Road to a point 900 feet north of the 
Wilbur Street and 10th Street Intersection.  This is the same as the designated truck route 
area, and would reduce the speed back to 25 MPH before getting into the more residential 
section of 10th Street. 

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the resolution. 

Financial Impact: $NA 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have been presented with a Resolution to adopt 

speed limits for specified streets and roadways or parts thereof. 

 WHEREAS, the specified streets and roadways or parts thereof, that shall be amended and 

adopted pertain to 10th Street as outlined herein: 

 SECTION 1. The following speed limits be hereby set, established, and adopted for and 

along the specified streets and roadways or parts thereof. 

A. On 10th Street: 

 

From Hwy75/Hollow Road Intersection to 900 feed North of Wilbur and 10th Street the 

speed limit shall be 35 MPH.  

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the speed limits as outlined herein, are 

hereby adopted and approved by the municipality and the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of 

Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute the same on behalf of the municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 

WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -.  UPON ROLL CALL, 

COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING ‘NAY”, 

THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND APPROVED 

THIS 11th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025. 

 

 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 

 

 

     BY: ___________________________________ 

      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 
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_________________________________ 

BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 

    ) ss: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 

 

BRENDA WHEELER, hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 

Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 

adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 11th day of 

November 2025. 

 

      _____________________________________ 

      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 



MEMORANDUM 
TO:   Blair Mayor and City Council 

From:  CJ Heaton, Deputy City Administrator of Public Works 

Date:  11/11/25   

Re:  JEO Amendment 2 

 Attached is a proposed amendment from JEO to work through the ROW acquisition 
process of the improvements for the Hollow Road/25th Street/CR 31 project.  Staff have 
been working with JEO and held meetings with the Transportation Committee on this 
project and are working towards the point of being ready to go out for bid.  This amendment 
will allow JEO to start the appraisal process for all easements needed for the project, both 
temporary construction and permanent ROW.  Once the appraisal process is done, JEO will 
negotiate final agreements with the property owners so that the project can move forward.  
As of now, we are hopeful that the project can go out for bid in 2026. 

Staff Recommendation: Approval of the amendment with JEO for $89,620.00. 

Financial Impact: Amendment 2 - $89,620.00, total agreement amount not to exceed 
$285,130.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER - INTRODUCED THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Blair entered into an agreement on September 12, 2023, for the 

Blair Hollow Road Box Culvert Reconstruction Design; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Blair has been presented with an amendment, attached as Exhibit 

“A” which would add right of way and engineering services for acquisition of right of way and 

easements to Hollow Road and connecting county roads out of Southern Hills; and  

WHEREAS, the terms, conditions, and additional compensation of Amendment No. 2 to 

increase the compensation amount by $89,620.00 for an amount not to exceed $285,130.00 to the 

scope and fee of the project; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Blair desires to move forward with the amended agreement and 

finds the agreement acceptable to the City of Blair; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Blair, Nebraska having been presented with Amendment No. 2 

finds the amended agreement is acceptable to the City of Blair. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Amendment No. 2 between JEO 

Consulting Group and the City of Blair is hereby adopted and approved by the municipality and 

the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Blair are hereby authorized and directed to execute the 

same on behalf of the municipality. 

COUNCIL MEMBER - MOVED THAT THE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED AS READ, 

WHICH SAID MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER -.  UPON ROLL CALL, 

COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “AYE” AND COUNCIL MEMBERS - VOTING “NAY”, 

THE MAYOR DECLARED THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PASSED AND APPROVED 

THIS 11TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025. 

 

 

 

CITY OF BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
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     BY: ___________________________________ 

      MELINDA K. RUMP, MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 

 

(SEAL) 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 

    ) ss: 

WASHINGTON COUNTY ) 

 

BRENDA WHEELER, hereby certifies that she is the duly appointed, qualified and acting City 

Clerk of the City of Blair, Nebraska, and that the above and foregoing Resolution was passed and 

adopted at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council of said City, held on the 11th day of 

November 2025. 

 

      _____________________________________ 

      BRENDA WHEELER, CITY CLERK 



AMENDMENT TO OWNER-ENGINEER AGREEMENT 

Amendment No. 2 

 
 

The Effective Date of this Amendment is: _______________________________. 

 

ARTICLE 1 – BACKGROUND DATA 
 

 Effective Date of Owner-Engineer Agreement: September 12, 2023 (NTP issued on 10/13/2023) 

 Owner: City of Blair 

 Engineer: JEO Consulting Group, Inc. 

 Project: Blair Hollow Road Box Culvert Reconstruction Design (JEO 230948.01) 

   

ARTICLE 2 – NATURE OF AMENDMENT 
 

X Additional Services to be performed by Engineer 

X Modifications to services of Engineer 

X Modifications of payment to Engineer 

 

ARTICLE 3 – DESCRIPTION OF MODIFICATIONS 

Perform Right Of Way and Engineering services related to the acquisition of ROW and 

Easements required for the Blair Hollow Road Box Culvert Reconstruction and 25th 

Street/County Road 31 projects.  See Exhibit A, attached.   
 

ARTICLE 4 – AGREEMENT SUMMARY 
 

     Original agreement amount: $ 77,715.00 

     Net change for prior amendments: $ 117,795.00 

     This amendment amount: $ 89,620.00 

     Adjusted Agreement amount: $ 285,130.00 

 

The foregoing Agreement Summary is for reference only and does not alter the terms of the Agreement, 

including those set forth in Exhibit B. 
 

Owner and Engineer hereby agree to modify the above-referenced Agreement as set forth in this 

Amendment.  All provisions of the Agreement not modified by this or previous Amendments remain in 

effect.   
 

OWNER:  ENGINEER:   JEO Consulting Group, Inc.  

 

By: 

 

 

 

By: 

 

 

Print 

name: 

 

Mindy Rump 

 Print 

name: 

 

Jon Mooberry 

 

Title: 

 

Mayor 

  

Title: 

 

Senior Project Manager 

 

Date Signed: 

 

      

  

Date Signed: 

 

 

 

10/23/2025
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SCOPE OF SERVICES: 

Exhibit A 

Amendment 2  

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  

 

JEO in partnership with Midwest Right of Way Services to perform Right of Way (ROW) services for the 

acquisition of temporary and permanent easements for the Hollow Road Box Culvert and County Road 

31/25th Street projects. 

 

1 ROW & EASEMENT ACQUISITION 

1.1 Coordination and management of all project elements to ensure the acquisition process is 

streamlined, appropriate progress is made, and schedules are met. Coordination of the title work, 

appraisals/valuations, and right of way acquisitions. 

1.2 Title searches will be ordered for properties to be acquired in order to determine fee ownership and 

any liens and encumbrances which will affect the title. Midwest Right of Way Services will contract 

with Nebraska Title in Omaha, Nebraska, to provide these services and pass the cost through to the 

City of Blair at no additional cost. 

1.3 Appraisals 

1.3.1 Hollow Road Box Culvert - Preparation of seven (7) appraisal reports which will provide a 

value for the properties to be acquired. Giff Property Services will prepare the appraisal 

reports and appraisal project report for this project.  

1.3.2 Road 31/25th Street - preparation of three (3) appraisal reports which will provide a value 

for the properties to be acquired. Giff Property Services will prepare the appraisal reports 

and appraisal project report for this project. 

1.3.3 Several of Giff Property Services staff members are approved by the State of Nebraska 

Department of Transportation to provide appraisal reports for right of way projects. The 

appraisal reports will be provided to the City of Blair for their use in determining Just 

Compensation. Midwest will pass the cost of these services through to the City of Blair at 

no additional cost. 

1.4 Acquisition  

1.4.1 Agents will make every effort to understand the project’s objective before meeting with 

the property owner. During our initial meeting with the owner our agent will prepare all 

documents, present and explain the offer, and answer all acquisition-related questions.  

1.4.2 Secure signatures from all interested parties through negotiations. Acquisition agents will 

obtain tenant information from property owners and proceed to obtain signed a 

leasehold contract, if applicable.  

1.4.3 Negotiate in good faith and keep records of all contacts made. 

1.4.4 If necessary, a recommendation for a negotiated settlement will be made to the City of 

Blair representatives. When an agreement is reached, agents will obtain the necessary 

signatures of all interested parties and acquire the necessary property through amicable 

negotiations. If condemnation is required, agents will work with the City of Blair and its 

attorney to file the necessary documents and be available to assist with condemnation 

preparation or court testimony. 



Exhibit A: Page 2 of 3 

 

 

2 OWNER RESPONSIBILITIES 

2.1 Provide timely review of documents or requests for information. 

2.2 Assist with access to property to conduct proposed services, if required. 

2.3 Assist with any stakeholder issues that arise. 

3 FEE 

3.1 JEO proposes to provide the Amendment 2 services defined above for the fees defined below:  

 

Task No. Task Fee Type Fee 

8 ROW & Easement Acquisition Not To Exceed $ 89,620.00 

 TOTAL (Not to Exceed)  $ 89,620.00 

 

4 PROGRESS PAYMENTS 

4.1.1 JEO will bill for services completed near the end of each month. All invoices are due 

payable upon receipt and are considered delinquent after 30 days.  

4.1.2 Invoices not paid within 30 days may be charged interest at the annual rate of 12% 

(1.0%/month). 

4.1.3 Payments will be applied first to the interest then principal.  

4.1.4 Work by JEO will cease if invoices have not been paid in full within 60 days and will not 

begin again until full payment with interest has been received. 

5 CONTRACT TIME 

5.1 JEO proposes to provide the services defined above at the tentative schedule shown below: 

Milestone Date 

Notice to Proceed (NTP) October 28, 2025 

ROW Negotiations  
3 Months Estimated 

(November - January)* 

100% Plan Submittal January 2025* 

Bid Letting Estimated January 2026* 

Construction Start February/March 2025* 

*Date based on anticipated NTP date shown and acquisition of ROW/Easements. 

6 EXCLUSIONS 

6.1 Additional meetings or items not outlined in scope of services. 

6.2 Note, initial research indicates acquisition services for six (6) tracts along County Road 31 and 25th 

Street may be required pending title searches.  If required, supplement acquisition services will be 

requested for approval by Owner before proceeding. 

6.3 Condemnation court testimony and consultation will be billed at our standard hourly rate plus 

expenses, if needed. 

7 REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 

7.1 Typical JEO reimbursable expenses are included in the lump-sum and cover: mileage for trips 

required to complete the work defined above, long-distance phone calls, meals, other travel 

expenses, software, copies/prints, and faxes. 
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7.2 Subconsultant mileage will be billed in addition to the above fees, at the standard IRS rate for the 

year in which the miles were incurred. 

8 ADDITIONAL TERMS 

8.1 The General Conditions are specified in Exhibit B.  
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