
Tuesday, April 4, 2023                         7:00 PM Municipal Building Council Chambers

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the City Council of the City of Seward, Nebraska will be held at 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in the Council Chambers, 142 N 7th Street, Seward, Nebraska in which the 
meeting will be open to the public. The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to adjourn into Closed Session as 
per Section 84-1410 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes. An Agenda for such meeting, kept continually current, is 
available at the Office of the City Clerk, 537 Main Street, Seward, Nebraska, during normal business hours. 
Individuals requiring physical or sensory accommodations, who desire to attend or participate, please contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at 402.643.2928 no later than 3:30 PM on the Friday preceding the Council Meeting.

City financial claims and related invoices will be available for Council member review, audit and voluntary signatures 
at the meeting location beginning 30 minutes prior to the scheduled meeting time.

CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
DISCLOSURE OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT & OTHER NOTIFICATIONS
This is an Open Meeting of the Seward Nebraska Governing Body. The City of Seward 
abides by the Nebraska Open Meetings Act in conducting business. A copy of the 
Nebraska Open Meetings Act is displayed on the north wall of this meeting room facility 
as required. Disclosure of meeting recording processes is posted in the Meeting Room. A 
participant sign-in sheet is available for use by any Citizen addressing the Council. 
Presenters shall approach the podium, state their name & address for the Clerk’s record 
and are asked to limit remarks to five minutes. All remarks shall be directed to the Mayor 
who shall determine by whom any appropriate response shall be made. The City of Seward 
reserves the right to adjust the order of items on this Agenda if necessary and may elect to 
take action on any of the items listed.
ROLL CALL
CONSENT AGENDA
1. Claims & Payables Reports

 

CITY OF SEWARD
City Council 

Regular Meeting
Agenda 



CLAIMS LIST
4-4-23

COUNCIL MEETING

Abbreviations: BE, Benefits; BU, Building Upkeep; CI, Capital Improvements; DO, Donations; EQ, 
Equipment; EX, Expense; FA, Fixed Asset; GS, Gas; GU, Ground Upkeep; IT, Technology; IV, Inventory; 
MA, Maintenance; MC, Miscellaneous; MH, Merchandise; MI, Mileage; ML, Meals; MS, Memberships; 
OI, Oil;  OP, Operations; PO, Postage; PU, Publications; RE, Repairs; RI, Reimbursement; SA, Salaries, SE, 
Services; SL, Sales; ST, Sales Tax; SU, Supplies; TG, Training; TO, Tools; TR, Transfer; UN, Uniforms; UT, 
Utilities. 

Action Battery Wholesaler OP 1,883.25
ADE RE 229.80
Amazon Business SU 205.90
ARPS RE 1,817.00
Bargmann Derek MI 155.03
Blackburn Manufacturing C MA 596.36
Blue Cross Blue Shield Ne BE 65,864.67
Blue River Electric LLC BU 2,879.00
Bridgestone Golf MH 1,915.63
Callaway Golf MH 1,214.44
Campbell Cleaning SE 1,055.00
Capital Business-Dallas MA 640.94
Cash-Wa Distributing Co SU 607.54
Chase Card Service 10,708.04
     Amazon SU 1,661.60
     Antea UstopTrain TG 300.00
     Constant Contact SE 20.00
     Dragon Palace ML 154.69
     Emergency Solutions MS 166.02
     ForeUp SE 1,454.60
     The Fort UN 1,095.43
     Grainger SU 110.59
     GunMagWarehouse SU 133.95
     Holiday Inn TG 530.40
     Home Depot SU 1,517.62
     Joann Stores GU 254.40
     Microsoft MS 239.46
     Nebraska Rur TG 350.00
     Ram Mounts EQ 304.00
     Sam's Club SU 913.54
     Smart Sign GU 553.76
     Sparetime ML 123.50
     TracFone OP 34.50
     Univ of NE Regist TG 95.00
     USPS PO 58.15
     Valentino's ML 111.16
     Walmart SU 508.48
     Zoom MS 17.19
City Seward Buildings/Gr OP 3,000.00



City Seward Library Petty PO 96.48
City Seward Payroll Accou SA 177,386.98
D & K Products SU 389.20
Electric Pump RE 3,558.00
Emergency Medical Product EQ 139.09
Fairplay Corp RE 750.00
Farmers Coop Seward GS 543.53
Fastenal Company SU 683.90
Fedex Freight MH 177.00
First Wireless Inc EQ 9,055.60
Fyr-Tek EQ 1,096.25
Gehring Construction CI 57,320.20
Gerhold Concrete Co Inc SU 310.00
Goldsmith Katrina OP 90.00
Griswold Industries SU 9,357.78
H & S Plumbing & Heating BU 30.03
Hach Company SU 912.00
Hireright LLC SE 36.75
Hobson Automotive & Tire RE 84.00
Hoffschneider Law PC LLO SE 4,750.00
Home Depot Pro SU 169.10
Husker Electric Supply Co SU 653.93
Hydraulic Equipment RE 8.84
Jeo Consulting Group FA 9,212.50
Johnson Bryce C MI 34.06
Jones Bank MC 130.02
Last Mile Network Consult IT 75.30
Lincoln Winwater Works RE 1,233.48
Lynn Peavey Co SU 144.81
Mailand'S Clothing UN 10.00
Matheson Tri-Gas Inc OP 121.84
Mid-American Benefits Inc BE 2,669.25
Midwest Auto Parts RE 244.14
Midwest Electric Transfor CI 172,787.28
Midwest Petroleum Equip RE 380.93
Miller & Associates CI 1,181.25
Miller Seed Co GU 84.96
Nebraska D A S Acct Ocio MA 245.00
Nebraska Equipment Inc RE 26.28
Nebraska Health Lab MA 222.00
Nextlink SE 100.00
Norris Public Power Distr UT 1,202.74
Olsson CI 23,051.50
One Billing Solutions LLC SE 1,269.91
O'Reilly Automotive Inc OI 354.82
Orscheln Farm & Home SU 683.56
Prestige Flag GU 570.32
Principal Financial Group BE 2,480.53
Quality Brands Of Lincoln SU 137.40
Quill Corp SU 403.96



Sapp Brothers Petroleum I GS 11,147.46
Seward County Chamber & D MC 855.00
Seward Electronics EQ 23.97
Short Elliott Hendrickson CI 67,293.32
Sparetime Lounge & Grill ML 419.25
Spickelmier & Son Inc SU 5,090.00
State Distributing Co SU 129.65
Suhr & Lichty Insurance A MS 25,007.00
Summit Fire Protection EQ 41.26
Time Warner/Spectrum SE 812.52
Total Tool Supply Inc TO 1,264.16
Ty'S Outdoor Power & Serv RE 238.84
U S A Bluebook - Cust 812 OP 505.36
U S Cellular SE 212.96
Verizon Wireless SE 431.69
Wesco Distribution Inc CI 7,746.45

CLAIMS TOTAL $700,647.99



2. Draft Minutes of March 21, 2023, City Council Meeting
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The Seward City Council met at 7:01 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, 2023, with Mayor Joshua Eickmeier 
presiding and City Clerk Derek Bargmann recording the proceedings. Upon roll call, the following Councilmembers 
were present: Megan Kahler, Jessica Kolterman, Karl Miller, John Singleton, Tatum Tonniges, Matt Stryson, Rich 
Wergin. Councilmembers Absent: Jonathon Wilken. Other officials present: City Administrator Greg Butcher, City 
Attorney Kelly Hoffschneider, Building/Zoning & Code Enf. Director Tim Dworak, Street Superintendent Bob Miers, 
City Engineer Mike Oneby,  and Chief of Police Brian Peters.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof, and Mayor Eickmeier announced that a copy of the 
Open Meetings Act and tonight’s agenda is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to members of the public. 
Mayor Eickmeier led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

CONSENT AGENDA CONSIDERATION ITEMS
The following Consent Agenda items were approved in one single motion made by Councilmember Singleton, 

seconded by Councilmember Stryson. 
1. City Codes Director Report
2. City Treasurer Report
3. Claims & Payables Report (totaling $980,394.27)
4. Police Department Report
5. Draft Minutes of March 7, 2023, Council Meeting

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR AN APPLICANT LOCATED AT 1416 EASTRIDGE AVENUE TO ALLOW 
AN IN-HOME PRESCHOOL FOR MORE THAN SIX PERSONS

Building/Zoning & Code Enforcement Director Dworak indicated the applicant needed to obtain a special 
permit due to the zoning restrictions (R1) of the proposed business address. Further, he noted the applicant will meet 
off-street parking requirements, outside square footage and fencing, and indoor square footage to comply with Code 
for business type. The permit will be issued to the applicant and not to the address. The Planning Commission 
considered her application at their March 13th meeting and approved unanimously.

Mayor Eickmeier opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. and closed at 7:10 p.m. The following persons spoke 
in favor of granting the special use permit:

• Stacey Piskorski, applicant 
• Jonathan Jank, President & CEO of Seward County Chamber & Development Partnership 

Councilmember Miller moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin to approve the special use permit to be 
issued to Stacey Piskorski of 1416 Eastridge Avenue as presented. 

Aye:         Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin, Wilken.
Nay:         None. Absent: Wilken.                                     Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM THE SEWARD ARTS COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL OF SALE AND CONSUMPTION 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AT THE SEWARD BANDSHELL FOR ‘SECOND SATURDAY ART CONNECTIONS’ SERIES 
DURING SUMMER 2023

Alison Koch, Vice President of the Seward Arts Council, indicated the group is looking to add family friendly 
arts entertainment to the City. The proposed event series will include alcoholic drink vendors to serve at the 
bandshell; therefore, the group is seeking permission to allow on City property.

Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman to allow permission for sale and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages at the Seward bandshell during the ‘Second Saturday Art Connections’ series.

Aye:         Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:         None. Absent: Wilken.                                     Motion carried.

2. CONSIDERATION OF A VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION OF PART OF LOT 1, BLOCK 5, PRAIRIE VIEW ADDITION AND A 
PORTION OF SUNFLOWER AVENUE (FINAL READING)

The title was read by the Mayor for a third time. Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by 
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Councilmember Wergin, that the minutes of the proceedings of the Mayor and Council of the City of Seward, Seward 
County, Nebraska in the matter of passing and adopting: Ordinance No. 2023-6, AN ORDINANCE DECLARING THE 
ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN CONTIGUOUS AND ADJACENT TRACTS OF LAND, URBAN AND SUBURBAN IN CHARACTER, 
MORE SPECIFICALLY A PART OF LOT 1, BLOCK 5, PRAIRIE VIEW ADDITION, AND A PART OF SUNFLOWER AVENUE TO 
THE CITY OF SEWARD, TO THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA, AND EXTENDING THE LIMITS 
THEREOF ACCORDINGLY; TO DESCRIBE THE REAL ESTATE TO BE ANNEXED AND ITS BOUNDARIES; TO PROVIDE FOR 
PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM; TO PROVIDE FOR A TIME WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL 
TAKE EFFECT.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

3. CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SEWARD MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 364: TREES, ARTICLE 1: 
PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE REGULATIONS, SECTION 3: DISTANCE FROM UTILITY LINES AND FIRE HYDRANTS

City Engineer Oneby noted the change in the City Code will allow for the expansion of the street trees 
program to include areas further away from the back of the curb to be eligible for the re-leaf program. This 
recommendation came from the Tree Board and was approved unanimously. City Administrator Butcher reminded 
that any re-leaf trees within the City right-of-way are the City’s maintenance responsibility and that re-leaf trees not 
in the right-of-way are the responsibility of the property owner to maintain.

Councilmember Wergin introduced Ordinance No. 2023-8. Councilmember Miller moved, seconded by 
Councilmember Kahler to dispense with the statutory rule. 

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

Councilmember Wergin moved, seconded by Councilmember Tonniges, that the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Mayor and Council of the City of Seward, Seward County, Nebraska in the matter of passing 
and adopting: Ordinance No. 2023-8, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF 
SEWARD, CHAPTER 364 TREES, ARTICLE 1 PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE REGULATIONS, SECTION 3 DISTANCE 
FROM UTILITY LINES AND FIRE HYDRANTS; TO ADJUST THE REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANTING OF TREES; TO 
REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT, TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO 
PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN PAMPHLET FORM.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

Councilmember Kolterman moved, seconded by Councilmember Singleton that all ordinances be added to 
the permanent record.

Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

4. CONSIDERATION OF HISTORIC COURTHOUSE DOWNTOWN SIGNAGE
Mayor Eickmeier denoted the topic of historic courthouse district signage had long been discussed, but little 

had been formally done to promote it. Jonathan Jank, President and CEO, of the Seward County Chamber & 
Development Partnership delivered a PowerPoint presentation addressing the proposed signage. Included in the 
proposal would be signage denoting entry into the downtown historic district on the north, south, east and west 
entrances; replacement of street signs within the district to include blue color and logo; historic marker on the 
southeast corner of the courthouse; and possible wayfinding signage on the northeast corner the courthouse. The 
costs to fund the project would include City monies to replace the street signage and private fundraising to purchase 
the other elements. Mr. Jank indicated downtown signage was included in the 2017 downtown revitalization plan. 
Gary Rolf, President of the First Impressions Committee, noted that pedestrian safety will be improved by the 
construction of bump-outs on the northwest corner of the courthouse and suggested Council consider lowering the 
speed limit through the district.

This was a discussion item only, so no action was taken. Mr. Jank intends to return to Council with an updated 
proposal as the project becomes finalized and ask for formal Council action to designate monies for signage.
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5. CONSIDERATION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE SCHEMMER ASSOCIATES FOR PRELIMINARY AND FINAL DESIGN 
SERVICES FOR THE 6TH STREET – ASH STREET TO LINCOLN STREET WATER MAIN REPLACMENT PROJECT

City Engineer Oneby specified the project is planned to coincide with the Highway 15 construction project. 
The expected construction budget is $1.4 million with an expected completion date of April 2024.

Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Kolterman to approve the professional 
services agreement with The Schemmer Associates for the water main replacement project as presented.

Aye:         Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay:         None. Absent: Wilken.                                     Motion carried.

6. RECOMMEND ELIZABETH SCHERBARTH OF WALMART #885, 1326 280TH, RETAIL CLASS D LIQUOR LICENSE
Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Stryson, to approve the recommendation of 

Elizabeth Scherbarth as manager of Walmart #885 as presented.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

7. UPDATE ON THE WELLNESS CENTER
City Administrator Greg Butcher updated that the Committee had recently completed an outdoor schematic 

design of the building and that platting of land will occur soon. Additionally, Sampson Construction is expected to 
provide a cost estimate in May. Finally, Executive Director applications are currently under review.

This was a project update; therefore, no Council action was taken.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Councilmember Stryson moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, that City Administrator Butcher’s 

report of March 21, 2023, be accepted.
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 15th – Seward County Clean-up Day

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Councilmember Singleton moved, seconded by Councilmember Wergin, that the March 21, 2023, City 

Council Meeting be adjourned. 
Aye: Kahler, Kolterman, Miller, Singleton, Stryson, Tonniges, Wergin.
Nay: None. Absent: Wilken. Motion carried.

Adjourned approximately 8:26 p.m.
THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

________________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

___________________________________
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk



ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. Seward Foundation Applications:

A. Seward Blue River Historical District - Seward County Log Cabin - $25,000 
Requested (Pat Coldiron)















B. Seward Memorial Library - The Story Continues - $5,000 Requested (Becky 
Baker)



Grant Request Form 

Name of Project: 

Address:  

City:  

Contact Name: 

Phone: 

State: Zip Code:

This project is being submitted to:         City Council      School Board      
for further consideration.  It is understood that upon approval by the 

aforementioned entity this Grant Request Form will, in turn be submitted to the 

Seward Foundation, Inc for final determination. Please note, this grant 
application will not be considered for funding until approval is given by the 
City Council or the School Board for submittal to the Foundation. 

Description of the Project: Please provide a brief description of the project under consideration and 
the proposed use of Seward Foundation, Inc. grant monies.  

Additional Information: Please provide additional information regarding the project including the

need that the project fulfills within the community and the target market for the project.  How will this 

project be promoted to the community at large? 



Financial Information: Please provide financial information for the proposed project detailing out the 
overall estimated cost of the project and the sources and uses of funds including this Grant Request Form.  

Note: The Seward Foundation, Inc. prefers and encourages investment and support from other outside 

entities to assist in funding projects.

TOTAL PROJECT COST: 

Operating Budget: Please attach and provide an on-going budget for this program/project. 

Who will continue to fund and maintain this program/project on an on-going basis? 

How did you arrive at the budget figures? 

Will this grant be sufficient to start/continue this program/project? 

SOURCES OF FUNDS USE OF FUNDS 



Are you submitting this request elsewhere for funding considerations? If so, to whom and 

for how much? 

Has this request been made elsewhere and turned down? If so, why? 

After grant monies from the Seward Foundation, Inc. have been expended what plans 

are being made to ensure the ongoing operation of the project/program? 

Other Information:  

Is this project application related to a new or on-going program? 

Who was involved in the development and planning of this program/project? 

Will this program/project be evaluated regularly and if so, by whom? 

Is this program/project ready to begin immediately?   If not, what is the target date for 

completion and/or readiness? 



Seward Foundation Grant
“The Story Continues”
Additional Information

This remodeling project has been publicized in the Seward County 
Independent in December 2022 as well as in their Progress supplement in early 
2023.  The Seward Memorial Library continues to promote this in their monthly 
newsletter as well as with signage in the library.  The Seward Library Foundation 
website includes information about the remodel, and members of this group or 
library staff are available to address civic groups about the project as well.

When the library was built in 2003, technology was such that the computer 
lab was overwhelming used.  A waiting list of patrons wanting to use the lab, 
especially right after school, existed daily.  It was amazing to see.  Twenty years 
later, technology has changed so much that the room is hardly used at all.  
Patrons still use the library, but bring in their own devices to connect to our 
wireless internet.  Consideration of what the computer lab space could become 
led staff to a space-needs evaluation of the entire library.  

To best fill the technology needs of all patrons who come in to the library, 
we will offer laptops or desktops to library account holders and desktops to 
others who need access to the internet or use computers for other reasons, but a 
room dedicated to this purpose is longer needed.  The original computer lab will 
become an administrative space, housing work areas for both the Library 
Director and Assistant Library Director as well as collaborative staff work space 
and improved supply storage for better inventory control.  

The desktops for the public will be on study carrels in an area now 
occupied by two small shelf ranges of non-fiction titles close to the circulation 
desk.  This will allow for easy staff supervision of the area, and will be close 
when patrons need assistance.  The non-fiction collection will be housed in fewer 
shelving units due in part to the opening up of the bottom shelves that formerly 
were used for past issues of magazines the library no longer keeps.  The laptops 
will be for library card holder use only, and can be taken anywhere in the 
building.  Wireless printing will be available to all users of library computers.  

The two small shelf ranges will be moved to the lower level for more fiction 
shelving, which is needed.  They will be located where mobile shelving for yard 
games are now found.

The former office of the Library Director will become the space for our 
Library of Things, allowing for better display and supervision of our very popular 
collection of yard games, cake pans, tools, fitness equipment, and other non-
book items.  

Half of the current lower level library storage room will become the Used 
Book Nook, so that patrons can more easily browse the items for sale that have 
been donated to or pulled from the library’s collection.

The space that currently houses the Used Book Nook will become two 
additional study rooms.  The two study rooms the library currently offers are used 
far more than anticipated and we want to expand what we have for those who 
need this quiet space.



Finally, the resources of the Genealogy Room will once again be 
combined with those of the Heritage Room upstairs.  Ever since the Seward 
Library Foundation digitized the county’s newspapers for online posting, the in-
person use of the Genealogy Room has declined.  The lower level area that 
housed the Genealogy Room will become another small meeting room that staff 
hopes will also house some small technology equipment, such as a magnifier 
reader, a scanner, and other items requested by patrons.  Library staff has found 
that providing space for our patrons to gather is a vital need we can meet.

Adjusting room use like this requires the construction of walls, installation 
of one new door, ensuring that the HVAC and lighting systems are all in place, 
etc.  That is the reason for the construction costs.  The furniture purchase will be 
limited to a new desk for the Assistant Library Director as well as some shelves 
for the new Administration Area.  The remaining rooms will all use existing 
furniture.  

All of these moves end up benefiting those who use our library, both 
citizens and visitors.  All will have more comfortable ways to use computers, to 
browse for used books, or to reserve space for meetings or quiet studying.  
Patrons will be able to more easily find the yard games or other equipment they 
would like to check out.  Collaborative work by staff will be encouraged to a 
greater degree, and keeping tabs on supplies such as book jackets will be better 
coordinated.  



Seward Foundation Grant - The Story Continues
Project Budget Projections

Expenses Vendor

Construction $69,083.00 Sampson Construction
Shelf reinstallation $3,450.00 Midwest Storage Solutions
Laptop purchase $1,275.00 TechSoup
Furniture purchase $2,500.00 Bush Furniture
Architect fee $3,000.00 Clark & Enersen

Total est cost $79,308.00

Library and City staff will be responsible for moving all of the books and existing furniture that need moved, for assembling furniture
that needs it, for clean-up as needed, etc.  



Paid by

Seward Library Foundation, Seward Foundation,
Seward County Gives, Friends of Seward Library,
Seward Memorial Library budget
Seward Foundation
Seward Memorial Library budget
Seward Foundation
Seward Library Foundation, already paid

Library and City staff will be responsible for moving all of the books and existing furniture that need moved, for assembling furniture



2. Consideration of Recommendation to Award the Following Three Firms for Items 
related to the South Water Tower Construction Project - City Engineer Oneby





 

601 P Street / Suite 200 / Lincoln, NE 68508 

O 402.474.6311 / olsson.com 

March 30, 2023 
 
 
 
City of Seward 
Attn:  Mr. Greg Butcher 
537 Main Street 
Seward, Nebraska  68434 
 
 
Re: 500,000-Gallon Water Tower 

Seward, Nebraska - 2023  
Olsson Project 019-3180 

 
 
Mr. Butcher, 
 
Bids for the above referenced project were received and opened on March 29, 2023 at 3:00 PM.  The 
overall water tower project was split into three projects described as follows: 
 

• 500,000-Gallon Water Tower 
• 200,000-Gallon Tank Demolition 
• Utilities and Site Work 

 
A single bid was received for each project, a total of three bids. After review of the bids, it is our 
recommendation that Notice of Award be given to the apparent low bidders as follows: 
 

• 500,000-Gallon Water Tower: Maguire Iron, Inc. in the contract amount of $3,087,600.00 for the 
Base Bid 

o Alternate Bid A, which includes the application of a logo on the water tower, was 
$100,000.00. This item may be awarded at the City’s discretion. 

• 200,000-Gallon Tank Demolition: Iseler Demolition in the contract amount of $149,300.00 
• Utilities and Site Work: General Excavating in the contract amount of $696,785.00 

 
The total amount of all three contracts is $3,933,685.00. For reference, the Engineer’s Opinion of Probable 
Cost was a total of $3,875,000.00 for all three projects. 
 
Upon your approval, we will commence with the processing of the contract for the project. 
 
Please do not hesitate to call with any questions, comments, or if any further information or documentation 
is required. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Owen Killham, PE 
 
cc: Michael Oneby, Brandon Koll 
 
F:\2019\3001-3500\019-3180\20-Management\Communication\23.3.3_Recommendation of Award.docx 
 



BID TABULATION 

29-Mar-23

MAGUIRE IRON

Item No. Description Unit Quantity Bid Amount

1

500,000 GALLON WATER TOWER 

W/BLOCK LETTERING LS 1 3,087,600.00$                                 

2 ALTERNATE BID - FLAG LOGO LS 1 100,000.00$                                     

Total Base Bid Price: $3,087,600.00

Total Base Bid Price 

w/Alternate: $3,187,600.00

Substantially Complete on On 

or Before: 6/1/2024

Complete and Ready for Final 

Payment On or Before: 8/1/2024

SRF Documents: X

Bid Guarantee: 5%

                                                       500,000 GALLON WATER TOWER

Project: 019-3180                                  SEWARD, NEBRASKA

ITEM

CONTRACTOR



BID TABULATION 
29-Mar-23

ISELER DEMOLITION

Item No. Description Unit Bid Amount
1 200,000 GALLON TANK DEMOLITION LS 149,300.00$  

149,300.00$  
Total Bid Price: $149,300.00

Substantially Complete on On 
or Before: 6/1/2024

Complete and Ready for Final 
Payment On or Before: 8/1/2024

SRF Documents: X

Bid Guarantee: 5%

Remarks:

200,000 GALLON WATER TOWER DEMOLITION

ITEM
CONTRACTOR

Project: 019-3180 SEWARD, NEBRASKA



BID TABULATION 
29-Mar-23

Item No. Description Unit Estimated Quantity Unit Price Bid Amount
1 Mobilization/Demobilization LS 1 48,000.00$               48,000.00$  
2 Clearing and Grubbing LS 1 28,500.00$               28,500.00$  
3 Concrete Pad SF 4 660.00$  660.00$  
4 Concrete Curb, 8" x 18", Utility Area LF 99 3,267.00$  3,267.00$  
5 Pavement, Concrete Alley, 8" Thick SY 437 32,338.00$               32,338.00$  
6 Sidewalk, Concrete, 4" Thick SF 3,706 63,002.00$               63,002.00$  

7 Pavement, Concrete Access Drive, 8" Thick SY 67 8,777.00$  8,777.00$  
8 Paving, Asphalt, Parking Lot, 8" Thick SY 507 43,095.00$               43,095.00$  
9 Pavement, Concrete Street, 8" Thick SY 226 17,402.00$               17,402.00$  

10 Site Grading CY 595 26,180.00$               26,180.00$  
11 Bollard EA 4 6,132.00$  6,132.00$  
12 Install Detectable Warning Panel EA 11 4,840.00$  4,840.00$  
13 Water Main, 12-inch, HDD LF 285 56,715.00$               56,715.00$  
14 Tee, 12-inch x 6-inch, MJ EA 3 8,175.00$  8,175.00$  
15 Tee, 12-inch x 12-inch, MJ EA 1 3,321.00$  3,321.00$  
16 Gate Valve, w/Box, 12-inch EA 3 23,085.00$               23,085.00$  
17 Gate Valve, w/Box, 10-inch EA 1 6,500.00$  6,500.00$  
18 Wet Cut-In EA 3 17,154.00$               17,154.00$  
19 Reducer, 8-inch x 6-inch, MJ EA 1 863.00$  863.00$  
20 Reducer, 10-inch x 8-inch, MJ EA 1 1,274.00$  1,274.00$  
21 Gate Valve, w/Box, 8-inch EA 1 4,546.00$  4,546.00$  
22 Tee, 10-inch, MJ EA 2 6,558.00$  6,558.00$  

23 Plug, 10-inch, MJ EA 2 2,084.00$  2,084.00$  
24 Plug, 12-inch, MJ EA 1 1,370.00$  1,370.00$  
25 Reconnect Water Service EA 3 13,731.00$               13,731.00$  

26 Reducer, 12-inch x 8-inch, MJ EA 1 1,395.00$  1,395.00$  

500,000 GALLON WATER TOWER UTILITIES AND SITE
Project: 019-3180 SEWARD, NEBRASKA

GENERAL EXCAVATING
ITEM

CONTRACTOR



27 Hydrant Assembly, Complete EA 3 33,009.00$               33,009.00$                    

28 Tapping Tee, 12-inch EA 1 16,344.00$               16,344.00$                    
29 Water Main, Open Cut, 12-inch LF 36 7,488.00$                  7,488.00$                      
30 Storm Sewer, 15-inch PVC LF 166 29,050.00$               29,050.00$                    

31
Remove and Replace Existing Storm Sewer (7' 
pieces) LF 14 6,678.00$                  6,678.00$                      

32 Inlet, Area, 24" x 24" EA 1 16,106.00$               16,106.00$                    
33 Inlet, Curb, 48" EA 2 25,250.00$               25,250.00$                    
34 Removal, Sidewalk SF 1,369 6,845.00$                  6,845.00$                      
35 Removal, Concrete Curb and Gutter LF 185 2,220.00$                  2,220.00$                      
36 Removal, Concrete Street Pavement SY 317 7,291.00$                  7,291.00$                      
37 Removal, Brick Street SY 39 1,365.00$                  1,365.00$                      
38 Removal, Aggregate Fill SY 26 312.00$                     312.00$                         
39 Remove Existing Hydrant EA 1 699.00$                     699.00$                         
40 Electrical Services LS 1 9,500.00$                  95,700.00$                    
41 Abandon Water Main LS 1 1,164.00$                  1,164.00$                      
42 Water Tower Site Sodding (Allowance #1) LS 1 6,300.00$                  6,300.00$                      
43 Sprinkler System Installation (Allowance #2) LS 1 12,000.00$               12,000.00$                    

696,785.00$                  
Total Bid Price: 696,785.00$                                                                   
Substantially 
Complete on On or 
Before: 6/1/2024
Complete and 
Ready for Final 
Payment On or 
Before: 8/1/2024
SRF Documents: X
Bid Guarantee: 5%
Remarks:



Office of the City Engineer 
147 North 7th Street 

Seward, NE  68434 

(402) 643-2928 x203 

Memo 

To: Greg Butcher, City Administrator 

From: Mike Oneby, P.E., City Engineer 

cc: Derek Bargmann, City Clerk 
Brandon Koll, Water/Wastewater Director 

Date: March 31, 2022 

Re: Award of 500,000-gal Water Tower 

 

The City advertised for bids to construct (a) a new 500,000-gal water tower, (b) utilities and site 
work that support the new site, and (c) demolition of the existing 1941 water tower once the new 
tower has been commissioned.  The City hosted a public bid opening on November 18, 2022 at 
3:00 PM at City Hall, overseen by City Clerk Derek Bargmann.  No bids were received.  After 
splitting the project into three, segregating (a) the water tower from (b) the utility and site work 
and (c) demolition of the existing water tower, the City re-bid the project.   The City hosted a 
public bid opening on March 29, 2023 at 3:00 PM at City Hall, overseen by City Clerk Derek 
Bargmann.  Three bids were received, one per project.  The bid totals are listed in the table 
below along with the Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Construction Cost (OPCC). 

Project 1:  500,000-gal Water Tower 

No. Bidder 
Submittal 
Date/Time 

Lump Sum 
Amount 

 
[$] 

 
 OPCC1 

 
[$] 

Deviation 
from 

OPCC 
[%] 

1. Maguire Iron, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD 10:15 AM 3/29/23 3,087,600.00 3,300,000.00 - 6.4% 

Note 1: Opinion of Probable Construction Cost 

Project 2:  Utilities and Site Work 

No. Bidder 
Submittal 
Date/Time 

 
Total Amount 
All Bid Items 

[$] 

  
OPCC 

 
[$] 

Deviation 
from 

OPCC 
[%] 

1. General Excavating, Lincoln, NE 2:47 PM 3/29/23 696,785.00 525,000.00 + 33% 

 

Project 3:  Demolition of 200,000-gal ca. 1941 Water Tower 

No. Bidder 
Submittal 
Date/Time 

 
Lump Sum 

Amount 
[$] 

  
OPCC 

 
[$] 

Deviation 
from 

OPCC 
[%] 

1. Iseler Demolition, Inc., Romeo, MI 10:16 AM 3/28/23 149,300.00 50,000.00 + 199% 

 



2 

The project’s engineer (Olsson) reviewed all three bids, and recommended the following: 

•  Award of 500,000-gal Water Tower to Maguire Iron in the amount of $3,087,600. 
•  At the City’s discretion, award Bid Alternate Item A to Maguire Iron in the amount of 

$100,000. 
•  Award of Utilities and Site Work to General Excavating in the amount of $696,785.   
•  Award of 200,000-gal Tank Demolition to Iseler Demolition in the amount of $149,300.   

After reviewing all three bids, the City Engineer concurs with the Engineer in recommending 
award to Maguire Iron, General Excavating, and Iseler Demolition as described above.  
Additionally, the City Engineer recommends accepting the Alternate Bid Item from Maguire Iron 
in the amount of $100,000 for a graphical design applied to the tank exterior in durable epoxy 
paint.  The total amount recommended for approval is $4,033,685. 



A. 200,000-Gallon Tank Demolition - Iseler Demolition in the Amount of 
$149,300.00

B. Utilities and Site Work - General Excavating in the Amount of $696,785.00
C. 500,000-Gallon Water Tower Construction - Maguire Iron, Inc. in the Base Bid 

Amount of $3,087,600.00
3. Consideration of a Resolution Designating City Items as Surplus - City Clerk 

Bargmann



RESOLUTION NO. 2023-2

WHEREAS, the City of Seward, Nebraska has the authority to sell personal 
property owned by the City; and

WHEREAS, as outlined under Section 44-1.26 of the City Code, in order for the 
City to sell property having a value of $5,000 or more, the City Council shall 
declare said property as surplus property and approve its disposal; and

WHEREAS, as outlined under Section 44-1.26 of the City Code, in order for the 
City to sell property having a value of $5,000 or less, a listing of said property 
shall be posted; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body determines that the City Administrator should act 
and that items should be sold and disposed of by the City of Seward; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seward, Nebraska has the following described property:

City of Seward - Surplus Property Items:

1975 Snow Co Low Wheel Tilt Trailer
2003 Dodge Dakota 4x4. Comes with Hiniker snow plow. (128,961 miles)
(70) Various Seward baseball jerseys. Sizes Adult S-XXL. Price: $1/unit.
(160) Demco Brand White Magazine Storage Box. Price: $0.25/unit.
(44) Demco Brand Gray Magazine Storage Box. Price: $0.25/unit.
(20) Plastic Bookend. Price: $0.25 per item.
(8) Brunswick Plastic Desk Chair – 2/ea yellow, red, green, blue. Price $5/unit.
(8) Metal Office Organizer. Price: $0.25/unit.
(7) Slidebar Report Covers – 3 Pack. Price: $0.25 per item.
(4) Zep Heavy-Duty Floor Stripper Concentrate. One Gallon size. Price $2/unit.
(4) Plastic Office Organizer. Price: $0.25/unit.
(2) Orange Lounge Chair and (1) matching Ottoman
(2) Sterilite 3-Drawer Cart (14 1/2 D x 12 3/8 W x 25 3/8). Price: $1/unit.
(2) Set of 2 purple wrist/ankle weights.
(2) Black Mountain Products – Set of 5 Resistance Bands.
(2) Rolodex Set. Price: $0.25/unit.
Calvin Klein travel/duffel bag (Black).
Metal Cube Organizer (to assemble).
Curved Wooden Children’s Reading Chair.
Demco Brand Wheeled Book Cart.
Dirt Devil Ultra Hand Vac.
Assorted toys from the Children’s play area. Price: $10 for entire lot.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SEWARD, NEBRASKA THAT:

That the above described property be sold or destroyed by the City of Seward 
in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 44-1.26 of the Seward City 
Code.

The Mayor declared the resolution adopted. Dated this ____________ day of 
___________________, 2023

THE CITY OF SEWARD, NEBRASKA

ATTEST: ____________________________  
Joshua Eickmeier, Mayor

_______________________________
Derek Bargmann
City Clerk
(SEAL)



DISCLAIMER: 
All items are sold ‘as is’ and all sales are final. The bid opening date for non-priced items will 
be at 2 PM on Friday, April 21st at City Hall. For unit-priced items, buyer must pay and pick-up 
items by 2 PM on Friday, April 21st at the location indicated below. 
 

Items Declared Surplus by City Council Action on April 4, 2023: 

(ITEM #1) 1975 Snow Co Low Wheel Tilt Trailer (Dimensions: 11 feet long, 4 ½ feet wide). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(ITEM #2) 2003 Dodge Dakota 4x4. Comes with Hiniker Snow Plow. (128,961 miles) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
(ITEM #3) Assorted Seward baseball jerseys – 70 total. Sizes Adult S-XXL. 
 Price: $1/unit. Purchase at the Municipal Building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



(ITEM #4) Demco Brand White Magazine Storage Box – 160 total. (Not pictured – similar to Item #5) 
 Price: $0.25/unit. Purchase at Seward Memorial Library. 

(ITEM #5) Demco Brand Gray Magazine Storage Box – 44 total. (pictured below) 
 Price: $0.25/unit. Purchase at Seward Memorial Library. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(ITEM #6) Plastic Bookend – 20 total.  
 Price: $0.25/unit. Purchase at Seward Memorial Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(ITEM #7) Brunswick Plastic Desk Chair – 2/ea yellow, red, green, blue. 
 Price: $5.00/unit. Purchase at Seward Memorial Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(ITEM #8) Metal Office Organizer – 8 total. 
 Price: $0.25/unit. Purchase at Seward Memorial Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Consideration of an Agreement with the Nebraska Municipal Power Pool (NMPP) to 
Perform a Financial Plan, Cost of Service and Rate Design Study Related to City 
Utility Services - City Administrator Butcher









5. Consideration of a Professional Services Agreement with Clark & Enersen for Phase 
1 Conceptual Facility Master Plan for the Civic Center Renovation Project - City 
Administrator Butcher







6. Update on the Wellness Center - City Administrator Butcher
COUNCILMEMBER REQUESTED ITEM
1. Discussion and Consideration of the Current Commercial Burn Site Fees - 

Councilmember Singleton
CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT





FUTURE REQUESTS FOR COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS OR ADMINSTRATIVE 
ACTION
ANNOUNCEMENT OF UPCOMING EVENTS
MOTION TO ADJOURN

_____________________________________________________________________________
I, Derek Bargmann, the duly appointed qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Seward, Nebraska, 

hereby certify that the foregoing Notice of Meeting and Agenda for such meeting has been posted in the following 
places: Seward City Hall, Seward Municipal Building, Seward County Courthouse, Seward Memorial Library and 
CityofSewardNE.gov

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand officially and affixed the seal of the City.

____________________________________ ________________________
Derek Bargmann, City Clerk Date
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	Text12: 	Remodeling of the Seward Memorial Library, allocating room use to better suit the needs of the patrons of the library for decades to come and allowing library staff to better serve the patrons.  Seward Foundation funds will be used towards the cost of construction, laptop purchases, or furniture purchases.  
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	Text22: The staff of the Seward Memorial Library will continually evaluate space needs of the library, and if needed, will make adjustments in room uses.  The current layout of the building worked well for the past 20 years and we anticipate that the remodel will prepare the library for the next 20 or more years.  
	Text23: We are ready to begin and some initial work (weeding the collection, tidying supply areas, getting layout plans created and reviewed by the City, getting construction quotes) has already begun.  We would like this project to be completed on or before the building turns 20 years old on September 2, 2023.  
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