
BENNINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DOUGLAS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 59

Curriculum Committee Special Meeting
Monday, November 13, 2023 5:30 PM

 

Mission Statement

"The mission of Bennington Public Schools is to provide educational opportunities in a safe, 
caring environment that will prepare all students to meet the challenges of the future."

I. Presentation on District's Social Studies Curriculum
II. Public Comment on Social Studies Curriculum

 

NOTICE:  COPY OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT: The Board of Education makes available at 
least one current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room at a location 
accessible to members of the public. The Act is posted on the wall of the Board room.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO SPEAK DURING PUBLIC FORUM: Getting 
Started: When it is your turn to speak during the public forum portion of the agenda, please come 
forward to the table situated immediately in front of the Board, sign your name and address on 
the sign-in sheet and state your name to the Board of Education.Time Limit: You may speak 
only one time and must limit comments to 5 minutes or less. Personnel or Student Topic: If you 
are planning to speak about a personnel or student matter involving an individual, please 
understand that our policies require that such concerns initially be directed to the administration 
for consideration. Board members will generally not respond to any questions you ask or 
comments you may make about individual staff members or students.  You are cautioned that 
slanderous comments are not protected just because they are made at the Board 
meeting.  General Rules: Please remember that this is a public meeting for the conduct of 
business of the Board of Education. Offensive language, personal attacks and hostile conduct 
will not be tolerated.

BY:  BENNINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS



Bennington Public Schools
Curriculum & American Civics 

Committee
November 13, 2023



Purpose of Meeting
● Meet Requirements for Nebraska Revised Statute 

79-724 - Civics Education
○ Two Public Meetings Each Year
○ Accept Public Comments at One Meeting

● Examine Social Studies Curriculum



“It is the responsibility of society to ensure that youth are 
given the opportunity to become competent, responsible, 

patriotic, and civil citizens to ensure a strong, stable, just, and 
prosperous America. Such a citizenry necessitates that every 
member thereof be knowledgeable of our nation's history, 

government, geography, and economic system.”

Nebraska Statute 79-724



Social Studies Curriculum Requirements

● Aligned to State Standards
● Includes Foundational Knowledge in Civics, History, 

Economics, Financial Literacy, & Geography
● Incorporates Multicultural Education
● Stresses Contributions of all Ethnic Groups
● Includes Formative, Interim, & Summative Assessments





8th Grade US History Curriculum Map 





Social Studies Curriculum Requirements
● Primary purpose is to develop students’ ability to make 

informed and reasoned decisions as good citizen of a 
culturally diverse, interdependent democratic society 

● Instills Pride & Respect for the Nation’s Institutions
● Communicate historical background and significance of 

national holidays: George Washington's birthday, 
Abraham Lincoln's birthday, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 
birthday, Native American Heritage Day, Constitution Day, 
Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving Day









Secondary Social Studies Must Include One or More:
● Written test identical to the civics portion of the naturalization test

○ Before completing 8th grade AND
○ Before completing 12th grade

● Attendance or participation in a meeting of a public body 
followed by a project or written paper about personal learning 
experience in 9th-12th grades

● Project or paper and class presentation on person(s) or event 
commemorated by a holiday 
○ 9th-12th grade
○ George Washington’s birthday, Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.’s birthday, Native American Heritage Day, Constitution Day, Memorial 
Day, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving Day





Other Components:
● Include and stress contributions of all ethnic groups to the 

growth and development of America

○ Art, music, medicine, literature, science, politics & government, military

At least one hour per week:
● Discussion of noteworthy events and people in American history
● Background, memorization, and singing of patriotic songs

○ Star-Spangled Banner & America the Beautiful

● Development of respect for the American flag as a symbol of freedom 
and sacrifice

● Instruction on proper conduct in the presentation of the American flag



● Two grades between 5th and 8th teach American History
○ 5th and 8th grade

● At least two high school courses teach Civics & American 
history

● Benefits and advantages of representative government
○ Rights and responsibilities of citizenship
○ Dangers and fallacies of governments that restrict individual 

freedoms or possess anti democratic ideals
■ Nazism & Communism

● Duties of citizenship

● Application of knowledge in civics, history, economics, 
financial literacy, and geography to address societal issues





American Civics Updates for 2023-24
● Curriculum Maps updated during 

Summer Curriculum Days 2023
● Summarized and reflected on annual 

Patriotic Celebrations Summer 
Curriculum Days 2023

● Host school schedule for Community 
Veterans’ Day Celebration  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KPMJqqY9aN8paqnBJkM9aAMSEw02bLYfulcjVR8aP5k/edit?usp=sharing


Questions & Comments

● Accept Public Comments

● Adjourn
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