
BENNINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DOUGLAS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 59

Curriculum Committee Special Hearing
Monday, November 11, 2024 5:30 PM

 

Mission Statement

"The mission of Bennington Public Schools is to provide educational opportunities in a safe, 
caring environment that will prepare all students to meet the challenges of the future."

I. Presentation on District's Social Studies Curriculum
II. Public Comment on Social Studies Curriculum

 

NOTICE:  COPY OF OPEN MEETINGS ACT: The Board of Education makes available at 
least one current copy of the Open Meetings Act posted in the meeting room at a location 
accessible to members of the public. The Act is posted on the wall of the Board room.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO SPEAK DURING PUBLIC FORUM: Getting 
Started: When it is your turn to speak during the public forum portion of the agenda, please come 
forward to the table situated immediately in front of the Board, sign your name and address on 
the sign-in sheet and state your name to the Board of Education.Time Limit: You may speak 
only one time and must limit comments to 5 minutes or less. Personnel or Student Topic: If you 
are planning to speak about a personnel or student matter involving an individual, please 
understand that our policies require that such concerns initially be directed to the administration 
for consideration. Board members will generally not respond to any questions you ask or 
comments you may make about individual staff members or students.  You are cautioned that 
slanderous comments are not protected just because they are made at the Board 
meeting.  General Rules: Please remember that this is a public meeting for the conduct of 
business of the Board of Education. Offensive language, personal attacks and hostile conduct 
will not be tolerated.

BY:  BENNINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS



Bennington Public Schools
Curriculum & American Civics 

Committee
November 11, 2024



Purpose of Meeting
● Meet Requirements for Nebraska Revised Statute 

79-724 - Civics Education
○ Two Public Meetings Each Year
○ Accept Public Comments at One Meeting

● Examine Social Studies Curriculum

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-724&print=true


Social Studies Curriculum Requirements
● Align to State Standards
● Develop informed patriotic citizens 
● Include Foundational Knowledge in Civics, History, Economics, 

Financial Literacy, & Geography
● Stress the service of individuals in the achievement of independence, 

establishment of our constitutional government, and preservation of 
the union

● Stress the Contributions of All Ethnic Groups in the development of 
America 

● Incorporate Multicultural Education 
● Include Formative, Interim, & Summative Assessments



Components of a Comprehensive Social Studies Curriculum 
● Written test identical to the civics portion of the naturalization test

○ Before completing 8th grade AND
○ Before completing 12th grade

● Attendance or participation in a meeting of a public body 
followed by a project or written paper about personal learning 
experience in 9th-12th grades

● Project or paper and class presentation on person(s) or event 
commemorated by a holiday 
○ 9th-12th grade
○ George Washington’s birthday, Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.’s birthday, Native American Heritage Day, Constitution Day, Memorial 
Day, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving Day



 PUBLIC 
MEETING 

REQUIREMENT 



Components of a Comprehensive Social Studies Curriculum 
● Below the sixth grade, schools shall devote at least one hour per week to exercises or teaching 

the following purpose:
○ Noteworthy events pertaining to American history
○ Background, memorization, and singing of patriotic songs
○ Star-Spangled Banner & America the Beautiful
○ Respect and conduct for the American flag

● Two of the three grades from fifth grade to the eighth grade will teach American history and 
two courses in every high school will teach civics and American history to include:

○ the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, the Constitution of 
Nebraska, and the structure and function of local government

○ benefits and advantages of representative government, the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship

● Communicate historical background and significance of national holidays:
○ George Washington’s birthday, Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

birthday, Native American Heritage Day, Constitution Day, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, 
and Thanksgiving Day



VERTICAL 
SOCIAL 
STUDIES 
COURSES 

K-12TH 
GRADE



COMMUNITY - KINDERGARTEN 



US HISTORY - 8TH GRADE 



Government - 12th Grade





Patriotic Exercise for National Holidays 
5th Grade Activities, songs, etc to celebrate the holiday

Patriot Day September 11

Read and discuss the book September 12
NearPod slidedeck
watched What Happened on September 11th 
flag folding (standards)

Constitution Day - September 17

Unit 2 Week 1: Read "Creating a Nation"; Kahoot
Reader's Theater-The Preamble; Kahoot
Constitution Preamble - Schoolhouse Rock
Nearpod slidedeck

Veteran’s Day - November 11

Guest Veteran Speaker
Veterans Day by the numbers Video
Write a letter to a vet
NearPod slidedeck
Guest speaker

Thanksgiving Day - November
Charlie Brown Thanksgiving Video & Mayflower Video 
Scholastic Webquest
Nearpod Slidedeck

Native American Heritage Day - Last Friday in November
Unit 2 Social Studies
Amplify Unit 8
Guest Speaker

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - 3rd Monday of January
Watch his "I have a dream speech" and complete writing activity 
Nearpod slidedeck
Amplify CKLA- Unit 1

George Washington - February 22
Virtual tour of Mount Vernon / picture slideshow of Mount Vernon
Nearpod slidedeck
Guest speaker

Abraham Lincoln - February 12
Emancipation Proclamation-video on Constitution Hall
Nearpod slidedeck
Guest speaker

Memorial Day - May 25 Memorial Day-video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30lwAymeYqA






New Social Studies Curriculum Requirements
● Beginning in school year 2024-2025, the use of Mercator projection maps for general display 

or use is prohibited unless specific conditions are met, as described in subsection (2). 
Mercator projection maps may be used in conjunction with other projection maps to teach 
students about the limitations of different map projections and how they might influence 
perceptions. Nebraska Revised Statute 79-734.02 

● In the spring of 2024, the Nebraska legislature passed LB1102 which establishes two days of 
observance beginning with school year 2024-2025. October 17th is now Nebraska Missing 
Persons’ Day. This day is dedicated to observance of people who have gone missing and 
were never found. This not only recognizes them and the importance of their lives, but also 
their families who are continuously in mourning. March 19th is Malcolm X Day. Malcolm X has 
Nebraska roots, having been born in Omaha and spending a short period of his life in the 
state. He was recently inducted into the Nebraska Hall of Fame. This date is now an 
opportunity to recognize his ideas and accomplishments and his contributions to civil rights.

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-734.02
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/Slip/LB1102.pdf


American Civics Updates for 2024-25
● Adoption of revised K-12 Social Studies curriculum in fall 2025 
● Vertically align and identify where annual Patriotic Celebrations are recognized
● Bennington Middle School will host the Community Veterans’ Day Celebration  

schedule 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KPMJqqY9aN8paqnBJkM9aAMSEw02bLYfulcjVR8aP5k/edit?usp=sharing


Questions & Comments

● Accept Public Comments

● Adjourn
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