
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, October 10, 2016 7:30 PM
Board of Education Room at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools
50 Dogwood
Bennet, NE 68317

District Mission:  
“Together we prepare our students to successfully meet the challenges of the future.”

Strategic Goal 1: District OR-1 Public Schools will provide the facilities needed to be 
competitive with other area schools in athletics and fine arts programs.
 
Strategic Goal 2: District OR-1 Public Schools will foster a unified community.
 
Strategic Goal 3: District OR-1 Public Schools will continuously implement (academic) 
programs and the curriculum needed to remain competitive with other area schools.

Attendance Taken at 7:30 PM. 
Jaimi Calfee:   Present   
Doug Church:   Present   
Kipp Haight:   Present   
Clayton Maahs:   Present   
Susan Royal:   Present   
Kevin Schroder:   Present   

 
1. Call to Order  The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m.
2. Open Meetings Act Posting  
3. Staff and Student Presentations  
3.1. Burke Brown technology information  At 7:00 p.m. Mr. Brown presented information 

regarding the Palmyra 1:1 technology initiative which has been in place for the past four 
years.  The adoption choice was researched by the district technology committee formed for 
the purpose of reviewing tablets and various devices available to the school district cross 
referencing, serviceability, cost and effectiveness.  The current proposal reflects information 
that The device of choice would be the Chromebook.  There appears to be compatibility of 
applications moving from iPad to Chromebook incorporating touch screen and a 
keyboard.  Mr. Brown discussed Chromebook reliability, ease of repair and hardware 
associated with the product.  Board members had the opportunity to ask questions regarding 
the Chrome book and technology applications.  

4. Consent Agenda Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion 
by Doug Church and a second by Kevin Schroder.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Kipp Haight: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan 



Royal: Yea, Kevin Schroder: Yea Board member Steward asked to remove claims and 
staffing from the consent agenda.

4.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings  
4.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll  

Board member Steward inquired about the replacement of the mower engine on the Palmyra 
mower and the Bennet stage area lighting.
Superintendent Hanger informed the Board that the mower engine replacement was much 
less expensive than a new commercial mower and that the replacement lighting in the stage 
area at Bennet was a safety issue that needed to be addressed with replacement conduit, 
wiring and fixtures.

4.3. Financial Report  
5. Public Comment  Lance Gee asked about the Last Friday in September enrollment report.
6. Administrative Reports  Mr. Hanger and Mrs. Walter presented information for the Board 

including construction updates and the excellent performance of District OR-1 students who 
were assessed in 2015-2016.  The administrative team thanked the staff and Board for their 
role in the instructional and assessment process.

6.1. Superintendent Report  
6.2. High School Principal  
6.3. Elementary Principal  
7. Discussion Items- Committee Reports  Board Chairman Maahs reported information from 

the NASB area membership meeting in Nebraska City.  NASB is promoting the Team Mates 
program. NASB is also starting a program to reach out with questions regarding other 
sources of revenue for public schools in lieu of property taxes.  President Maahs encouraged 
BOE members to attend the November state conference.

8. Action Items  
8.1. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action appointing Superintendent Hanger as 

official representative responsible for State and Federal forms and applications. Motion to 
appoint Superintendent Hanger as official representative responsible for State and Federal 
forms and applications. Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Kipp Haight.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Kipp Haight: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan 
Royal: Yea, Kevin Schroder: Yea 

8.2. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action regarding Board of Education policy 
service proposals and the establishment of a temporary policy committee. Motion to accept 
the policy service proposal from the Perry Law Firm and the establishment of a temporary 
policy committee Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Susan Royal.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Kipp Haight: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan 
Royal: Yea, Kevin Schroder: Yea The board reviewed proposals from the Perry and KSB 
firms.  The Board Chair appointed Susan Steward, Kevin Schroder and Kipp Haight to the 
temporary committee.

8.3. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action to accept the recommendation for 
technology adoption as presented. Motion to accept the recommendation for technology 
adoption for Chrome books as presented by Mr. Burke Brown. Passed with a motion by 
Doug Church and a second by Jaimi Calfee.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Kipp Haight: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan 



Royal: Yea, Kevin Schroder: Yea Board members asked questions about the technology 
adoption process and associated cost.  

9. Board of Education Development  October 17, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. was decided upon as a 
work session date for Dr. Dlugosh to complete the goal setting process.

10. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda  
11. Adjournment  

Board member Haight pointed out that Mr. Malone was recognized as the NRD Educator of 
the year award and the Board wished to congratulate him.
Board member Steward reported information from the school auction she attended.
The meeting was duly adjourned at 8:47 p.m. October 10, 2016.

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
 
_____________________________________
Superintendent



 

 

Board of Education Special Meeting 

September 12, 2016 6:30 PM 

Media Center at Bennet Elementary School 50 Dogwood Street, Bennet, NE 

 

Attendance Taken at 6:30 PM:  

 

Present Board Members:    

Jaimi Calfee  

Doug Church  

Kipp Haight  

Clayton Maahs  

Kevin Schroder  

Susan Steward  

  

 

 

A. Call to Order   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

B. Open Meetings Act Posting   

 

C. Action Items   

C.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action with regard to the general 

contract with Cheever Construction, Inc., for the construction of additions and 

renovations to the Palmyra Junior/Senior High School building, located in 

Palmyra, Nebraska, in the form of AIA A101   Standard Form of Agreement Between 

Owner and Contractor (as modified), and the AIA A201   General Conditions of 

Contract (as modified), and exhibits incorporated therein by reference.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion that the Board of Education of this School District 

should and does hereby accept and approve to the general contract with Cheever 

Construction, Inc., for the construction of additions and renovations to the 

Palmyra Junior/Senior High School building, located Palmyra, Nebraska, in the 

form of AIA A101 â€“ Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Contractor (as 

modified), and the AIA A201 â€“ General Conditions of Contract (as modified), 

and exhibits incorporated therein by reference (Cheever Contract) in the form 

presented at this meeting of the Board of Education, and incorporated into this 

motion by this reference; and, further hereby authorize the President of the 

Board of Education to sign the Cheever Contract, and to take all other actions 

necessary to carry the terms of such contract into effect passed with a motion 

by Doug Church and a second by Kipp Haight.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Kipp Haight               Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Board members asked questions that included who would represent Cheever 

construction as per the A101 contract reference, possible timetables for the 

project and the initial start date.  Rayme Fauss provided information from the 

pre-construction meeting with Cheever Construction in order to answer Board 

member questions.  



 

 

C.2. Presentation, discussion, and or official action with regard to the 

construction projects at Bennet Elementary and Palmyra Junior Senior High School 

buildings, including change orders, construction change directives and payment 

applications from contractors, and reports, information and recommendation by 

the Project Architect and Owner's Representative.   

 

Motion Passed:   Motion to accept Fauss Construction report and claims as 

presented passed with a motion by Kipp Haight and a second by Doug Church.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Kipp Haight               Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Mr. Hanger thanked Rayme Fauss and Rogge General Contractors for meeting last 

week.  Rayme Fauss of Fauss construction presented the board updated information 

regarding the project status at Bennet Elementary including concrete and the 

arrival of the pre-cast panels for the new addition with some general timing of 

events with new construction and renovation.  Board members had an opportunity 

to ask questions regarding the project and claims.  Board member Haight 

clarified the claim amount for the current bill. Board member Steward inquired 

about the timing of Fauss construction claim submittal and staging areas. 

 

D. Next Regular Meeting   

  

Discussion:  

Board of Education Retreat Monday September 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

Construction meeting Monday October 10, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

Regular meeting Monday October 10, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

E. Adjournment   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was duly adjourned at 7:36 p.m. September 12, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Board of Education Regular Meeting 

September 12, 2016 7:30 PM 

Media Center at Bennet Elementary School  

50 Dogwood Street, Bennet, NE 

 

Attendance Taken at 7:45 PM:  

 

Present Board Members:    

Jaimi Calfee  

Doug Church  

Kipp Haight  

Clayton Maahs  

Kevin Schroder  

Susan Steward  

  

 

 

A. Call to Order   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m.  

 

B. Open Meetings Act Posting   

 

C. Staff and Student Presentations   

C.1. Teammates   

  

Discussion:  

Mr. Chaffee presented information regarding the Teammates program.  There are 

currently 25 matches in District OR-1 and 13 of those are with teachers.  Mr. 

Chaffee discussed the impact of mentoring and the possibility to meet with 

students outside the school day.  Board members had the opportunity to ask 

questions about the program and how Teammates partners with NASB.  Mr. Hanger 

thanked Mr. Chaffee and the District OR-1 staff for their work.  

 

D. Consent Agenda   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a 

motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Kevin Schroder.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Kipp Haight               Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             No 

 

  

Discussion:  

Board member Steward inquired about the minutes as presented in comparison to 

what was published in the Voice News. Mr. Hanger will review the difference. 

   

D.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings   

D.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll   

D.3. Financial Report   

 

 

 



 

 

 

E. Public Comment   

  

Discussion:  

Lance Gee asked about expenditures for the lunch, activities and depreciation 

funds and student enrollment.  

E.1. In compliance with the provisions of State Statute Sections 13-501 to 13-

513, the board of education provides this time for the purpose of hearing 

support, opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers 

relating to the proposed budget and to consider amendments relative thereto.   

  

Discussion:  

The Hearing was opened at 7:49 p.m. Superintendent Hanger was asked by President 

Maahs to present information for the proposed budget and financial information 

for fiscal 2016-2017.  The Hearing was closed at 8:05 p.m.  

E.2. In compliance with the provisions of State Statute Section 77-1601.02, the 

board of education provides this time for the purpose of hearing support, 

opposition, criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to 

setting the final tax request at a different amount than the prior year tax 

request.   

  

Discussion:  

The Hearing was opened at 7:49 p.m. 

The Hearing was closed at 8:05 p.m.  

 

F. Administrative Reports   

Discussion: 

Mr. Hanger and Mrs. Walter provided information for the Board. 

F.1. Superintendent Report   

F.2. High School Principal   

F.3. Elementary Principal   

 

G. Discussion Items- Committee Reports   

G.1. Building Committee Report   

  

Discussion:  

Board member Haight reported that the Building committee met and reviewed 

proposals for the fence on the south Palmyra property, mowing the north property 

and placing the gate at the west entrance. Mr. Hanger noted that the gate may be 

created as a classroom project. 

 

H. Action Items   

H.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt the 2016-2017 

Budget.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to adopt the 2016-2017 Budget passed with a motion by 

Doug Church and a second by Kevin Schroder.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Kipp Haight               Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             No 

 

H.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve the 2016-2017 

Tax Request Resolution.   

 



 

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the 2016-2017 Tax Request Resolution passed 

with a motion by Kevin Schroder and a second by Kipp Haight.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Kipp Haight               Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             No 

 

H.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to accept the Board of 

Education development proposal from Dr. Dlugosh.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept the Board of Education development proposal 

from Dr. Dlugosh passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Kipp 

Haight.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Kipp Haight               Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Board members discussed the location for the retreat and the proposal. The 

meeting will be held in Palmyra at 6:30 p.m. 

H.4. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding south property 

fence proposals.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept the south property fence proposal low bid from 

Empire Fence passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Kevin 

Schroder.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Kipp Haight               Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             No 

 

  

Discussion:  

Board members asked questions regarding the fence and commended Mr. Eppley for 

his cooperation allowing the teams to practice on the field.  The Board 

authorized a fence to be constructed not to exceed $4800.00.  The Board asked 

Mr. Hanger to follow up with the property owner.  

H.5. Presentation, discussion and or official action to revise policy 201.2.   

 

Motion Failed:  Motion to revise policy 201.02 failed with a motion by Susan 

Steward and a second by Kevin Schroder.   

Jaimi Calfee              No 

Doug Church               No 

Kipp Haight               No 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Kevin Schroder            Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Discussion:  

The Board asked Mr. Hanger to bring policy service information and proposals to 

the October meeting as an item for possible action.  

 

I. Board of Education Development   

 

J. Topics for Next Month's Agenda   

Last Friday in September report, construction updates. 

 

Board of Education Retreat Monday September 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in Palmyra 

Construction meeting Monday October 10, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in Palmyra 

Regular meeting Monday October 10, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in Palmyra 

 

K. Adjournment   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:13 p.m. September 12, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Work Session-Board of Education 

September 19, 2016 6:30 PM 

Palmyra Board of Education Room 

 

Attendance Taken at 6:36 PM:  

 

Present Board Members:    

Jaimi Calfee  

Doug Church  

Kipp Haight  

Clayton Maahs  

Kevin Schroder  

Susan Steward  

  

 

 

A. Call to Order   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.  

 

B. Non Action Items   

  

Discussion:  

Dr. Larry Dlugosh presented information regarding Board of Education goals.  

B.1. Dr. Larry Dlugosh   

  

Discussion:  

The Board of Education worked with Dr. Dlugosh to explore trends in education 

and what the future of K-12 might look like as well as the importance of 

continuous strategic planning.  Dr. Dlugosh guided conversation and asked each 

board member to offer a goal they believed would impact students.  Those 

statements were then collated into similar strands that could be combined into 

goals for future use.    

 

C. Next Regular Meeting   

 

D. Adjournment   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:30 p.m. September 19, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 































































October 10, 2016 

 

1.   Enrollment report for the month of October: 

     PreK-6    7-12   PK-12   Pre-K    K    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10    11    12  

           307     193     500        30     49   33   45  42  32  37  39  28  35  26   37    29    38 

 

 

2.  The annual Safety inspection was conducted on September 28, 2016 and is indicative of our 

efforts to maintain and improve conditions at both campuses.  The report shows improvement as 

well as some areas where we can improve and is included for your review.   

 

3.  The Association of School Boards State Conference is scheduled for November 16, 17, 18, at 

the La Vista Conference Center.  The deadline for registrations is November 5. 

 

4.  District OR-1 has received Distance Learning Incentives as a result of our membership with 

Network Nebraska.  Under LB 1208 school districts were able to join Network Nebraska and to 

also receive incentive grants.  To date our partnership with the Network has resulted in $25,000 

dollars in payments to district OR-1.  It is our hope that the state and the Department of 

Education will continue to fund these incentives.   

 

 

5.  Construction at Bennet has moved forward quickly with much work being completed on the 

addition. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

6.  Work on the east classroom addition has officially begun in Palmyra. 

 

 



 



October Activity Board Report 

Believers and Achievers-Carly Poskochil did not receive one of the 48 

U.S. Bank selections but she was selected as a local school winner for 

Palmyra.  

MUDECAS VB-Champions in B Division 

Band-Superior Rating at Harvest of Harmony 

Palmyra was the host at Woodland Hills for the C1 District Golf 

Tournament on October 5th. 

October calendar of activities attached. 



10/4/2016 Calendar Report

http://srv2.advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conference/calendarreportmonth?module=public&controller=conference&action=calendarreportmonthopt&G5genie=455&G5button=13&ffpage=advanced&G5MID=… 1/2

Palmyra

  October, 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Harvest Of Harmony Parade

2 3
4:30pm Football­JH Johnson
County Central

4
9:00am Golf­G/Varsity 
4:00pm Cross Country­Varsity
Malcolm 
4:45pm Volleyball­JV Johnson­
Brock 
6:00pm Volleyball­Varsity
Johnson­Brock

5
Southeast Area Land Judging @
Tecumseh, NE

6
4:00pm Volleyball­JH
Weeping Water

7
7:00pm Football­Varsity
Johnson County Central

8
8:00am Volleyball­JH Malcolm
9:00am Volleyball­Varsity Falls
City vs. Multiple Schools

9
2:00pm Youth Football @
Palmyra High School

10
FCCLA Fall Planning Meeting 
TBD Golf­G/Varsity TBA vs. TBA
TBD Volleyball­Varsity TBA 
4:00pm Volleyball­JH Malcolm 
Football­JV  (Cancelled) 
Football­JH  (Cancelled)

11
TBD Volleyball­Varsity TBA vs.
TBA 
TBD Golf­G/Varsity TBA vs. TBA
4:00pm Volleyball­JH
Freeman

12 13
TBD Volleyball­Varsity TBA vs.
TBA 
TBD Cross Country­Varsity TBA

14
End of 1st Quarter 
4:00pm­6:30pm Cheer Camp
@ Palmyra High School 
7:00pm Football­Varsity
Freeman

15
Oxbow Marching Invite

16 17
Start of 2nd Quarter

18
4:45pm Volleyball­JV Yutan 
6:00pm Volleyball­Varsity
Yutan

19
National FFA Convention @
Louisville, KY

20
Fall Break 1:30 Dismissal 
National FFA Convention @
Louisville, KY 
7:00pm Football­Varsity
HTRS

21
Fall Break NO School 
Fall Break NO School 
National FFA Convention @
Louisville, KY 
TBD Cross Country­Varsity TBA

22
ACT 
National FFA Convention @
Louisville, KY 
8:00am Volleyball­JV Weeping
Water 
8:00am Volleyball­JV Weeping
Water

23 24
7­12 Fall Music Program @
Palmyra High School 
FCCLA District Leadership
Meeting

25
State Land Judging @ Kearney 
5:00pm Volleyball­JV Louisville
6:00pm Volleyball­Varsity
Louisville

26
State Land Judging @ Kearney

27
5:00pm Volleyball­C Team
Raymond Central 
6:00pm Volleyball­JV Raymond
Central 
7:00pm Volleyball­Varsity
Raymond Central

28 29
FFA Pancake Feed Member
Auction @ Palmyra High School

30 31



10/4/2016 Calendar Report
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SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN 

PALMYRA - BENNET SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

September 28, 2016           Page 1 of 4 

ASSESSMENT AREA YES NO COMMENTS 

 

The school has a crisis plan  X    

 

The school has a crisis team X  The crisis team meets twice each 

school year. 

 

The administration consulted with outside agencies, e.g. X 

     police, fire marshal, emergency management   This was done when the plan was 

formulated. The plan was updated 

earlier this school year.  

 

The school has an evacuation plan X   

   

Crisis drills are practiced routinely X  Procedures for lockdown and 

evacuation have been reviewed.   

Lockdown measures have been 

practiced in the past and will be 

conducted again later this year. 

 

Blueprints for the school are readily available if needed X  Actual blueprints are located in the 

boiler room at both attendance 

centers and portions are stored 

electronically.  Copies are also stored 

in the district’s vault. 

 

Roles for the crisis team members are clearly defined X  Each member’s responsibilities are 

outlined in the crisis plan. 

  

 

 

 



SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN 

PALMYRA - BENNET SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

September 28, 2016           Page 2 of 4 

ASSESSMENT AREA YES NO COMMENTS 

 

Procedures for dealing with the police are defined X  The Otoe and Lancaster county 

sheriff’s offices are contacted when 

necessary as there is not a local 

police force in either Bennet or 

Palmyra. 

 

Procedures for dealing with the media are defined X  “The Hickman Voice” is the official 

newspaper for the district.  Other 

media procedures are covered in the 

crisis plan.   

 

Procedures are in place for securing the building X  Both buildings can be secured if a 

crisis is determined. 

 

Procedures are in place for dealing with hazardous materials X  Due to the nature of the items stored 

therein, all custodial offices and 

science chemical rooms are locked at 

all times. 

 

Procedures are in place for addressing the aftermath; e.g.;  X   

     grief and loss counseling, support groups, & memorials   Area counselors would be contacted. 

 

The district has a plan to inform parents of inclement weather X  “School Messenger” along with 

radio, television, the Internet, 

Twitter, and the OR1 Mobile 

Application are the primary sources 

used. 

 

The district has a plan to inform parents of a crisis X  Radio and television are the primary 

sources used. 



SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN 

PALMYRA - BENNET SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

September 28, 2016           Page 3 of 4 

ASSESSMENT AREA YES NO COMMENTS 

 

Procedures are in place to inform the community of a crisis X  Radio and television will be the main 

sources used if a crisis is determined. 

 

Procedures are in place for search and seizure X  Board policy covers these 

procedures. 

 

The district has a plan to deal with threats, e.g.; bomb     

     threats or physical threats X  The district’s crisis plan covers these 

procedures. 

 

The district has a plan to document crisis situations X  All crisis situations are documented 

when a crisis has occurred. 

 

A resource officer is assigned to the school  X 

 

The school is monitored by a security alarm system  X 

 

The district has surveillance cameras in use X  Cameras are available in both 

buildings but not in buses. 

 

Procedures are in place to deal with suicide X  Area counselors would be contacted. 

 

The school has a dress code or uniforms are required X  The policy identifies items of 

clothing that are not acceptable. 

 

The district has a policy to deal with sexual harassment X 

 

The district has a policy to deal with bullying X  

 

 



SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN 

PALMYRA - BENNET SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

September 28, 2016           Page 4 of 4 

ASSESSMENT AREA YES NO COMMENTS  

 

A procedure is in place for students and parents to express X 

     their concerns to the administration about safety concerns   There is a written procedure for 

parents to follow. 

 

Data are maintained by the school on discipline issues,  X   

     weapons, and violent behavior   These procedures are covered in 

board policy. 

 

Fire and tornado drills are conducted according to State policy X  Ten fire drills and two tornado drills 

are held annually.   

 

Bus evacuation drills are held according to State policy X  All students participate in a bus 

evacuation drill each semester. 

 

The district has adopted a Safe Pupil Transportation Plan X  A plan has been adopted by the 

district.  A copy of this document has 

been placed in each of the district’s 

vehicles. 

There is controlled entry and access to buildings and rooms X  

 

Procedures are in place for staff to monitor student arrival, 

 departure, and passing in halls X 

 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN 

 

 You continue to impress me with the improvements you have made with regard to your safety efforts.  This makes conducting your 

safety audit fun for me as I know you will address the concerns I submit.  Thanks again for having me and I look forward to 

returning to your district next year. 

 

ED JOHNSON 



PALMYRA - BENNET SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Safety Inspection Checklist                                                                           Page 1 of 9                                                              9-28-16 
 

 

 

SECTION I – FLOORS, HALLWAYS, AND EXITS YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Floors are in good condition with no slip, trip, and fall hazards. X  The hallway surfaces in both buildings were 

in excellent condition.   

  

2. Housekeeping is adequate.  Hallways and exits are not  

 blocked by storage. X  Your buildings were very clean and I did not 

find any halls or exits that were blocked.  

This is an improvement over previous years.  

    

3. Spilled food or water cleaned up promptly.   X   

 “Wet floor” signs are used as necessary.   I was informed these signs are used when 

necessary. 

  

4. Doormats provided by doorways to collect X 

   water, slush, and snow.  

 

5. Aisles are unobstructed and sufficiently wide for clear passage. X 

  

 SECTION II – CLASSROOMS YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Desks, chairs, and tables are in good repair. X  The furniture in both buildings appeared to 

be in excellent condition.    

  

2. Adequate aisle space provided for quick exits. X 

 

3. Floors are in good condition and not slippery. X  

     

4. Storage and shelving is adequate for your needs. X  I did not notice any rooms in either building 

where overstocking was a concern.  

5. Potential hazards are observable, i.e., extension 

      cords across aisles improperly. X  Your staff has done a nice job of keeping 

cords off the floor as unprotected cords 

often lead to trips/falls.  

    

6. Televisions are fastened to the cart on which they have been placed. X  All TV’s that I saw were fastened to the cart 

on which they had been placed.  

 

7. Student work areas are not located beneath  X   

      wall/ceiling mounted televisions. 



PALMYRA - BENNET SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Safety Inspection Checklist                                                                           Page 2 of 9                                                              9-28-16 
 

 

 

SECTION II – CLASSROOMS (cont.) 

 

A. There are a few classrooms in Palmyra that contain door knobs as compared to handicapped levers.  This is not a safety concern per se; rather an ADA 

issue.  I was informed handicapped door handles will be installed as part of the building renovation project. 

 

B. Unprotected cords on classroom floors often lead to trips/falls.  Your staff has done a nice job of keeping their classroom floors free of these items and I 

found no violation in this regard in any of the classrooms.  Kudos to your instructional staff. 

 

C. The carpeted and tiled surfaces in your classrooms and hallways were all in very good condition and I have no concerns with what I saw. 

 

SECTION III – EXITS AND EMERGENCY LIGHTING YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Emergency lighting and exit lighting is operational.  X               (Please see comments set below) 

 

2. Exterior exit surfaces are clear for a prompt exit.    X    

 

Elementary at Bennet 

 

A. Emergency lighting located throughout the building was in working order.  I really like the new combination exit lights/emergency lights that have been 

installed in your classrooms.  They are an excellent addition. 

 

B. In general, exit lights were operational and the back-up battery in these exit units was in working order.  The only exception was the exit light located 

above the southwest entrance in the gymnasium.  A new battery will probably correct this deficiency.   

 

Jr./Sr. High School at Palmyra 

 

A. Exit lights were in working order and the alternative source of power (battery back-up) for the most part in each light was operational.  The only two 

exceptions were above the south entrance of the varsity gymnasium and near the south entrance by the boys’ varsity locker room.  I suspect new 

batteries will solve the problem. 

 

B. In the hallways and in some of the classrooms, fluorescent lights contain emergency lighting which is an excellent configuration. 

 

C. It is suggested the district consider installing an emergency light in the west boiler room.  It would be extremely dark in this room during a power 

failure. 
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SECTION IV – STORAGE, SHIPPING, AND RECEIVING AREA   YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Housekeeping is adequate with no excessive X   

      amounts of combustibles. All areas were neat and clean for which your custodial staff is to 

be commended.  

  

2. Shelving is properly secured. X 

 

3. Heavy items are stored waist high on shelves where possible. X  I was told this is the case.  

 

4. Boiler rooms are kept reasonably neat and free of storage. X  You have done a nice job of not turning 

your boiler rooms into custodial storage 

rooms.   

 

5. No gasoline is stored in any of the attendance centers. X  All gasoline is stored in a storage building 

where no students are located.  

 

SECTION V – LADDER SAFETY YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Employees are periodically instructed on the safe use of ladders. X  A common sense approach is used. 

 

2. Metal ladders are not used in conjunction with electrical work. X 

 

3. Wooden ladders have been discarded; step stools are available. X     

  

SECTION VI – STORAGE, SHIPPING, AND RECEIVING AREA YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Handrails are in place and are secure. X     

   

2. Landings are free of hazards. X  

 

3. Lighting is adequate. X  Your lighting is excellent.   

 

4. Stair treads are provided and are in good condition. X  I did not see any stair treads that are worn to 

the point they need to be replaced.  Many of 

the stair treads at the high school will never 

be a concern. 

   

5. Stairwell fire doors are not blocked. X  
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SECTION VI – STORAGE, SHIPPING, AND RECEIVING AREA (cont.) YES NO COMMENT 

 

6. Ramps are provided with nonskid surfaces  X 

      and are in good condition 

 

7. Elevators have current inspection certificate X  

 

A. The elevator service room was neat and clean. You are encouraged to keep it that way and don’t let employees turn this room into a storage area. 

 

SECTION VII - FIRE SAFETY YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Fire doors are not tied or blocked. X   

 

2. Fire extinguishers carry current inspection tags and  

      are properly located throughout the building. X  All fire extinguishers carried current 

inspection certificates and but monthly 

inspections are not taking place.  Mr. Meyer 

and Mr. Willeford are aware of what is 

expected; i.e., checking the pressure gauge, 

the activation pin, and shaking the 

extinguisher a couple of times.  They should 

date and initial the back of the form. 

     

3. Fire drills are performed as required. X  Ten drills are held annually. 

 

4. Exit routes are clearly posted in each classroom. X  (Please see comments “A” and “B” below) 

 

5. Use of extension cords minimized. X 

 

6. Mechanical rooms and other hazardous storage areas are 

     kept locked at all times. X  As near as I could tell, all 

custodial/mechanical rooms are kept locked 

at all times.  This is an excellent practice, 

given the nature of the items stored therein, 

   

7. Buildings are sprinkled as a deterrent to fire. X  The Bennet building will be sprinkled as 

will the entire high school once construction 

has been completed.  

    

8. The use of candles or votives is prohibited. X   
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SECTION VII - FIRE SAFETY (cont.) YES NO COMMENT 

 

A. Palmyra--For the most part, classrooms had emergency fire and tornado route information posted near the classroom exit. This information was missing, 

however, in rooms 106 and 110. 

 

B. Bennet--Some of the classrooms were missing emergency fire and tornado route information.  I was told this was the result of the building renovation 

project and that new signs will be posted near the classroom exit in the near future. 

 

C. I was impressed the district has numbered all exits and has shared that information with fire, police, and rescue.   

 

SECTION VIII – KITCHENS AND CAFETERIAS YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Kitchen floors are constructed of a non-skid surface  X 

         material and/or non-slip mats are being provided. 

 

2. Slicers and other equipment are adequately guarded. X 

 

3. Loading docks are free of slip, trip, and fall hazards. X 

 

4. Cafeteria tables, chairs, and stools are sturdy and  X 

 without rough edges or loose hardware. 

 

A. Bennet--The walk-in freezer in was not overstocked nor was the dry storage room.  Overstocking these areas can cause trips/falls by the cafeteria staff.  

There is a leak of some type in the freezer as I noticed ice on the floor in a couple of locations.  I suspect condensation is the problem but I am not 

certain. 

 

B. Palmyra--The compressor leak in the freezer has been fixed for which you are to be commended.  Overstocking is not an issue as neither the dry storage 

area nor the cooler were overstocked.   

 

SECTION IX – OFFICE SAFETY YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Cords for office equipment do not create a tripping hazard. X 

 

2. Storage in file cabinets is such that lower drawers 

      are the heaviest. X  I did not personally check this item but I 

was told this is the case.    

3. Chairs and desks are arranged so that work is being performed X 

 at the appropriate eye and wrist levels. 
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SECTION X – PLAYGROUNDS AND SECURITY YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Equipment and surfacing materials are visually checked     

      periodically for hazards. X  The playground equipment at Bennet 

appeared to be in excellent condition.  I was 

told this equipment is inspected periodically 

to make certain it is safe for student use.   

2. Fencing is maintained and chain and locks are X  

       in good working condition.  

 

3. Adequate exterior lighting is provided, including weekends, X    

      for all gates, doors parking lots, and bus garages.   Many of the lights were repaired recently 

and lighting in now sufficient.  

  

4. Drug Free signs are posted on school property. X 

   

5. Visual surveillance of parking lots is possible 

       from the administrative office. X    

   

6. Signs are posted for visitors to report to the main office or the X 

 principal’s office upon entering the building. 

 

7. There are written regulations regarding access and control  X  

      for school personnel/patrons of the district to use the 

     school building after school hours.      

 

8. Bus loading and drop-off zones are clearly defined. X 

 

9. Friends, relatives, or non-custodial parents are required   

      to have written permission to pick up a student from school.  X  There is a written policy in place addressing 

this issue.  

  

10. Access to bus loading/unloading area is not  X 

      permitted for other vehicles.  
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SECTION XI – VOCATIONAL/INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENTS YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. All students are trained before they are permitted 

      to operate equipment. X  All students must receive a written test score 

of 100 percent before they can operate 

power equipment.  The instructor always 

demonstrates the proper use of all equipment 

before student use. 

    

2. Eye Protection and other personal protective X 

      equipment is required.    

 

3. Appropriate warning signs are posted on walls X 

      and on machinery/equipment.  

 

4. All machinery and equipment is properly guarded. X 

 

5. Heavy items are stored on the floor or bottom shelves. X  I did not personally check but I was told this 

is the practice that is followed. 

 

SECTION XII – MISCELLANEOUS LOCATIONS/ITEMS YES NO COMMENT 

 

1. Boiler/heating rooms are kept reasonably     

        neat and free of storage. X  Your rooms used for heating/cooling have 

been kept unobstructed.   

    

2. Storage areas have no excessive stock pile of combustibles. X  Again, you have done a nice job with not 

over-stocking. 

 

3. First aid kits have been purchased and are made available. X 

 

 

 

4. Lock out/tag out procedures are used to  

      identify broken equipment.  X  

  

5. Unused areas of the school can be closed off  X  

         during after-school activities.     
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SECTION XII – MISCELLANEOUS LOCATIONS/ITEMS (cont.) YES NO COMMENT 

 

6. There is two-way communication between 

       the office and the classrooms. X  Both buildings have an intercom system. 

    

 

7. Visitors are required to sign in. X  Having visitors sign in and sign out is a 

good practice. 

 

8. Proper identification is required for staff. X  Identification is worn by all staff members 

during a crises.  

 

9. Proper identification is required for visitors.  X  

 

OBSERVATIONS FOR THE PALMYRA BUILDING 

 

A. I understand the district is using a mechanical lift supplied by Capital City Electric.  Lifts of this nature are an excellent safety device for your 

maintenance/custodial staff to change gymnasium lights and to work on other difficult to reach locations. 

 

B. There are six boilers/hot water heaters at this location which require certification and all carried current certificates.  

 

C. The electrical room appeared to be in good condition as none of the panels were blocked.  Keep in mind you need at least three feet of clearance for all 

panels of this nature. 

 

D. Safety Data sheets are current and the information is stored in the custodian’s office. 

 

E. I have no concern with the condition of the sidewalks or parking lots as all surfaces appeared to be in excellent condtion. 

 

F. I found the building to be exceptionally clean.  Older buildings of this nature create unique challenges for your custodial/maintenance staff and it is 

obvious they are up to the challenge. 
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SECTION XII – MISCELLANEOUS LOCATIONS/ITEMS (cont.) 

 

OBSERVATIONS FOR THE BENNET BUILDING 

 

A. The boiler inspection certificate was current. 

 

B. I noticed you have added some steps in the gymnasium to assist patrons finding seating.  I am mildly concerned about the bottom step for each unit as it 

has become part of the gymnasium floor and could lead to injury to students during games/activities.  I understand there are plans to cover these steps 

with rubber matting to help avoid injury to students and patrons. 

 

C. There are several electrical panels in the boiler room and none were blocked which is the required practice.  As a reminder, you must have at least three 

feet of clearance for all electrical panels.  Electrical panel rooms were not intended to be storage rooms. 

 

D. The building appeared to be very clean and orderly.  It is obvious the custodial staff is doing an excellent job of taking care of this facility. 

 

E. The new entrance to the building from the east is very impressive and is a marked improvement over what you had.  Also, the new concrete work east of 

the school is noteworthy. 

 

F. I was really impressed with the new carpet and tiled surfaces in the building.  Will you get as many years out of this carpet as you did the original?  Ha! 

 

G. I was impressed with the new construction project ongoing in the Bennet building.  Upon completion, you will have a very nice facility that should meet 

your educational needs for the foreseeable future. 

 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS PERTAIN TO TRANSPORTATION: 

 

A. Pre-trip inspections occur daily and the completed forms are submitted to the transportation director. 

 

B. Quarterly inspections are conducted by a mechanic approved by the board of education and these reports are filed with the transportation director at the 

conclusion of each school year. 

 

C. Bus evacuation drills are conducted twice each school year and all students participate. 

 

D. Keep in mind small vehicles (vans) used to transport students must contain a fire extinguisher that is secured.  Unsecured equipment of this nature can 

become projectiles during an accident.   Mr. Hanger indicated all vans transporting students are in compliance with this regulation. 

 



 

 

 

District OR-1 Students Surpass State Averages 

On Reading, Math and Science Tests 
 

During the 2015-1016 school year Nebraska students met or exceeded state reading standards by 82%, in math 

73%, and in science 72%.  Students at Bennet Elementary and Palmyra Jr./Sr. High School, 88% of students 

met or exceeded standards in reading,  81% of students met or exceeded standards in math, and 88% of students 

met or exceeded standards in science.  As a whole, District OR-1 students’ scores are well above state averages.  

Students and teachers have worked very hard in recent years toward NeSA testing success, and this past year’s 

scores are indicative of that effort.  Everyone should be proud of this accomplishment, and look forward to 

continued success in this arena for all students at District OR-1. 

 

The following chart is a breakdown of score and performance by grade level of District OR-1 students 

compared to the state average. 

 

 

Reading Math Science 

 
% MEETS OR  % MEETS OR  % MEETS OR  

 
EXCEEDS STANDARDS 

EXCEEDS 
STANDARDS EXCEEDS STANDARDS 

GRADE 3       

State Average 84% 79%   

OR-1 Students 94% 91%   

GRADE 4       

State Average 86% 78%   

OR-1 Students 95% 86%   

GRADE 5       

State Average 85% 77% 74% 

OR-1 Students 86% 88% 86% 

GRADE 6       

State Average 83% 75%   

OR-1 Students 76% 77%   

GRADE 7       

State Average 85% 71%   

OR-1 Students 87% 71%   

GRADE 8       

State Average 82% 68% 68% 

OR-1 Students 93% 81% 84% 

GRADE 11       

State Average 72% 62% 74% 

OR-1 Students 87% 74% 95% 
DISTRICT 
TOTALS       

State Average 82% 73% 72% 

OR-1 Students 88% 81% 88% 

 



Secondary Principal’s 

Board Report 

October 10, 2016 

 

1. End of First Quarter 

 

October 14 is the end of the first quarter.  Fall break is October 21. 

 

2. NeSA – R-M-S  

 

2015-2016 NeSA results for Reading, Math and Science are attached to my report.   

 

3. Fall Testing 

 

MAPs testing is complete for all students in 7th – 11th grades.   

 

4. Parent teacher conferences  

 

7th- 19/28 – 68% 

8th- 24/36 – 67& 

9th- 16/25 – 64% 

10th- 25/37 – 68% 

11th- 17/29 – 57% 

12th- 13/37 – 35% 

 

Total  114/192 – 59% 

 

  Hour by hour attendance: 

 

  2:00 – 3:00 – 24 

  3:00 – 4:00 – 14 

  4:00 – 5:00 – 14  

  5:00 – 6:00 – 21 

  6:00 – 7:00 – 12 

  7:00 – 8:00 – 2 

 

 

 

 



Elementary Principal’s Report 

1. Fall parent teacher conferences were on Tuesday, September 20th.  We had 

94% of our parents in attendance for a parent teacher conference.     

 

2. Our first quarter will be ending on October 14th.  Report cards will be going 

home the week of October 17th. 

3. NeSA – R-M- S- 2015-2016 NeSA results for Reading, Math and Science 

are attached to my report. 

 

4. October is National Bullying Prevention Month. District OR 1 takes an 

active stance against bullying to create a climate that prevents bullying 

before it begins. This week the students will participate in an activity 

with the Purple Hand Pledge which will be reviewed throughout the 

year. 

 

5. The week of October 9th  is Fire Safety Week across the Country.  The 

Bennet Fire and Rescue Department presented an assembly on fire safety for 

the Elementary students on Thursday, October 6th.   
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