
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, February 13, 2017 7:00 PM
Media Center at Bennet Elementary School 50 Dogwood Street, Bennet, NE
50 Dogwood
Bennet, NE 68317

District Mission:  
“Together we prepare our students to successfully meet the challenges of the future.”

Strategic Goal 1: District OR-1 Public Schools will provide the facilities needed to be 
competitive with other area schools in athletics and fine arts programs.
 
Strategic Goal 2: District OR-1 Public Schools will foster a unified community.
 
Strategic Goal 3: District OR-1 Public Schools will continuously implement (academic) 
programs and the curriculum needed to remain competitive with other area schools.

Attendance Taken at 7:39 PM. 
Jaimi Calfee:   Present   
Doug Church:   Present   
Brandon Desh:   Present   
Lance Gee:   Present   
Clayton Maahs:   Present   
Susan Royal:   Present   

 
1. Call to Order  Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 7:39 p.m.
2. Open Meetings Act Posting  
3. Consent Agenda Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented with the exclusion 

items C2 and C3 A. Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a second by Jaimi Calfee.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea
Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented with the exclusion items C2 and C3 A. 
Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a second by Jaimi Calfee.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea Board member Steward asked to vote separately on items C-
2 and C-3 A.

3.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings  
3.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll Motion to approve the claims Passed 

with a motion by Susan Royal and a second by Lance Gee.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea Board members had the opportunity to review and clarify 
claims.  

3.3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s)  



3.3.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to ratify a teaching contract for 
Jennifer Whyman. Motion to ratify a teaching contract for Jennifer Whyman Passed with a 
motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Brandon Desh.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

3.4. Financial Report  
4. Administrative Reports  Mr. Hanger, Mr. Bottrell and Mrs. Walter provided information for 

the Board of Education. 
4.1. Superintendent Report  
4.2. High School Principal  
4.3. Elementary Principal  
5. Discussion Items- Committee Reports  
5.1. Policy Committee Report  Board members Steward, Church and Gee presented 

information related to the 4000-5000 series policies as provided by the Perry Firm.  Notes 
were available on some of the policies as updated including correct grading scales, student 
fees and student discipline changes in the manual.  The policy manual is generally an 
expanded version of our current manual inclusive of more detail.  Policy series will be 
adopted on second reading with the date reflected by month and year. The next committee 
meeting is scheduled for March 6 at 5:30 p.m. 

5.2. Negotiations Committee report  Jaimi Calfee reported information regarding 
administrative and classified salaries including data from the comparative array for each 
classification of employee.  This should maintain the position in each of the the 
arrays.  Board members had an opportunity to ask questions regarding the array and 
associated cost to the district.  

5.3. Transportation Committee report  Board member Church and Gee reported information 
from the transportation meeting.  The committee would like to letter buses with District OR-
1 Panthers and the current logo.  The lettering should be reflective to increase safety.  The 
committee also reported findings and information from districts who have contract 
buses.  Pricing for adding new buses versus pricing for buses coming off lease were 
compared.  Off lease units were offered at a considerable savings.  The off lease units were 
compared by model year, mileage, drive train options and pricing.  The committee also 
reviewed the Pre-K grant process and the potential for the addition of a third mini-bus. 

5.4. Strategic Planning  
The board would like to begin the strategic planning process in April. 

5.5. Audit proposals  
Board of Education members reviewed audit proposals from two firms noting that services 
for each were comparable.  
Motion to accept  the audit proposal from Julie Bauman CPA passed with a motion by Susan 
Steward and a second by Lance Gee.
Jaimi Calfee     Yes
Doug Church   Yes
Brandon Desh  Yes
Lance Gee        Yes
Clayton Maahs  Yes
Susan Steward  Yes



6. Action Items  
6.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt Board policies in series 6000 and 

7000 on second reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 
existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, 
including without limitation existing policies. Motion to adopt Board policies in series 6000 
and 7000 on second reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind 
all existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, 
including without limitation existing policies. Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a 
second by Brandon Desh.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

6.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt First reading of Board policies in 
series 4000 and 5000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 
existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, 
including without limitation existing policies. Motion to adopt First reading of Board 
policies in series 4000 and 5000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and 
rescind all existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise 
conflicting, including without limitation existing policies Passed with a motion by Brandon 
Desh and a second by Doug Church.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

6.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to authorize the Superintendent to issue 
contract renewals to the certified staff. Motion to authorize the Superintendent to issue 
contract renewals to the certified staff Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by 
Brandon Desh.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea Superintendent Hanger reminded the board of statutory 
dates.  Board members had the opportunity to ask questions about the contract renewal 
procedures.

6.4. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve the 2017-2018 School Calendar. 
Motion to approve the 2017-2018 School Calendar Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee 
and a second by Doug Church.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea Board members had the opportunity to review the calendar.

6.5. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve Contract Terms for the 
Administrative staff. Motion to approve Contract Terms for the Administrative staff Passed 
with a motion by Brandon Desh and a second by Jaimi Calfee.
Lance Gee: Nay, Susan Royal: Nay, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: 
Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea Board members had the opportunity to ask questions regarding the 
process for establishing contract terms.



6.6. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve employment terms for the 
support staff. Motion to approve employment terms for the support staff Passed with a 
motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church.
Lance Gee: Nay, Susan Royal: Nay, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: 
Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea 

6.7. Presentation, discussion and or official action to authorize the issuance of series 2017 
lease purchase agreement. Motion to authorize the issuance of series 2017 lease purchase 
agreement Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea Superintendent Hanger explained the necessity for 
authorizing the lease purchase agreement.  Board members asked about the availability of 
spare buses.  

7. Board of Education Development  Policy review will be moved to the March agenda.
7.1. Policy Review Board of Education Code of Ethics 8272  
7.2. Teacher-Administrator-Board of Education Relationships  
7.3. Board of Education Conference Reports  Susan and Lance attended the NASB legislative 

conference and the NASB budget seminar and reported information from the day long 
event.  The finance seminar  was offered in the afternoon session with a variety of 
information regarding arbitration, school district funding and how money is being spent 
including transparency.  It was noted that this was similar to the presentation given and the 
new board member workshop.  Clayton attended the Sunday evening session which included 
information related to keeping kids safe after school and also an after school writing program 
for young students.  Brandon attended the Education Forum in Kearney.  Topics included 
district level communication and knowing what the message is including the use of social 
media, newsletters and other methods of communicating with patrons.  The opportunity to 
tour the new Kearney High School was also provided.

8. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda  Board of Education policy review items were moved to 
the March meeting.

9. Adjournment  
The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:58 p.m. on Monday February 13, 
2017.
 

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
 
_____________________________________
Superintendent



 

 

Board of Education Special Meeting 

January 17, 2017 6:30 PM 

Board of Education room Palmyra High School 425 F Street, Palmyra, NE 

 

Attendance Taken at 6:35 PM:  

 

Present Board Members:    

Jaimi Calfee  

Doug Church  

Brandon Desh  

Lance Gee  

Clayton Maahs  

Susan Steward  

  

 

 

A. Call to Order   

  

Discussion:  

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 6:33 p.m. It 

was noted that the meeting was being held on January 17, 2017 due to a weather 

related cancellation on the original meeting date.  

 

B. Open Meetings Act Posting   

B.1. Welcome New Board Members   

  

Discussion:  

The Board welcomed new members Brandon Desh and Lance Gee and congratulated 

Board member Calfee.  

B.2. Oath of Office   

  

Discussion:  

Board members Calfee, Desh and Gee read the oath of office as requested by the 

Board Chair.  

B.2.a. Brandon Desh, Lance Gee and Jaimi Calfee   

 

C. Action Items   

C.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding building 

construction and design decisions and determinations, owner’s representative 

report.   

  

Discussion:  

Owner’s representative Rayme Fauss presented the Board with updates on the 

status of both projects.  At Palmyra the new three room addition is being heated 

and prepared for additional concrete work including flooring.  Structural steel 

will arrive sometime this week to be placed by the crane located on site.  

Roofing should be ready within a month to a month and a half.  In Bennet 

permanent heat is in place, dry wall is nearly done.  That will allow for the 

paint to be applied followed by casework and tile.  It appears that Bennet 

interiors could be complete within a month or slightly longer.  Interior tile in 

the existing building has had some installation errors.  Armstrong tile has been 

contacted regarding installation questions.  Board members had an opportunity to 

ask questions regarding the back fill process and timing, as well as concrete 

costs at Palmyra and the bus approach to the south.  Deferred maintenance items 

for the remaining building issues will be requested from Clark Enersen.    

 



 

 

C.2. Presentation, discussion, and or official action with regard to the 

construction projects at Bennet Elementary and Palmyra Junior Senior High School 

buildings, including change orders, construction change directives and payment 

applications from contractors, and reports, information and recommendation by 

the Project Architect and Owner's Representative.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept payment applications from contractors as 

presented passed with a motion by Doug Church and a second by Susan Steward.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

 Claims for Cheever and Rogge total $376,836.60.  Board member Steward asked if 

the notary for Cheever could be revised/updated to include a current expiration 

date of the notary.  Board member Gee asked about Palmyra renovation items.   

 

D. Next Regular Meeting   

 

E. Adjournment   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was duly adjourned at 7:02 p.m. on January 17, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Board of Education Regular Meeting 

January 17, 2017 7:00 PM 

Board of Education Room at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 

 

Attendance Taken at 7:02 PM:  

 

Present Board Members:    

Jaimi Calfee  

Doug Church  

Brandon Desh  

Lance Gee  

Clayton Maahs  

Susan Steward  

  

 

 

A. Call to Order   

  

Discussion:  

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 7:02 p.m. It 

was noted that the meeting was being held on January 17, 2017 due to a weather 

related cancellation on the original meeting date.  

 

B. Open Meetings Act Posting   

 

C. Organization of the Board   

C.1. Elections - Superintendent Temporary Chairman   

  

Discussion:  

Superintendent Hanger opened the floor to nominations for Board Chair. Doug 

Church nominated Clayton Maahs, Lance Gee nominated Susan Steward.  Maahs moved 

nominations cease.  The Board voted 4-2 to elect Clayton Maahs. President Maahs 

opened the floor for Vice President.  Lance Gee nominated Susan Steward, Jaimi 

Calfee nominated Doug Church. Calfee moved nominations cease.  The Board voted 

4-2 to elect Doug Church  

C.2. Appointment of committees, positions, & designations   

  

Discussion:  

Board member Steward offered to appoint Superintendent Hanger with the thought 

of a third party to record minutes.  After discussion board members expressed 

concern with potential costs.  The Board asked to review cost for such a 

position.  Mr. Hanger was appointed Secretary.  Treasurer: Board chairman Maahs 

asked to appoint Karen Hatcher. Board member Steward asked the board to consider 
having the treasurer attend at least one meeting in the upcoming year to share 

her thoughts and concerns of how software and financial reporting is working and 

utilized.  The board will discuss this in the future.  Karen Hatcher was 

appointed treasurer.   

The Board chair appointed the following committee members and established the 

following designations.  

 

Americanism Committee (Gee, Church, Desh) 

Finance Committee (Steward & Desh) 

Building & Grounds Committee (Gee, Calfee, Church) 

Transportation (Gee & Church) 

School Improvement Steering Committee (Calfee & Steward) 

Collective Bargaining Committee (Calfee, Maahs & Desh) 



 

 

Depository Banks (Union Bank, Farmers & Merchants of Palmyra, & Heartland 

Community Bank)         

District Newspaper (The Voice) 

Designate date for the internal evaluation of the board of education (December) 

Designate date for the annual review of board policies. (Monthly beginning in 

October) 

Foundation for Knowledge (Calfee) 

Legal Counsel (Perry Law Firm) 

Policy committee standing member Steward 

 

 

D. NASB Craig Caples e-Meetings Software   

  

Discussion:  

Craig Caples presented information about the paperless board meeting system.  

There will be upgrades in the spring of 2017 as requested by Board members, 

participating school districts and administrators.  The system will be new 

rather than a series of upgrades.  Each school will receive training on the new 

product as well as an opportunity to customize the software to each district.  

Board members had an opportunity to ask Craig questions regarding the program 

and customized features available for each district. Board members thanked Mr. 

Caples for attending and offered comments that were favorable to the use of e-

meetings.    

 

E. Consent Agenda   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a 

motion by Doug Church and a second by Brandon Desh.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Board member Steward offered a correction to the minutes and some ideas 

regarding claims and reporting.    

E.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings   

E.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll   

E.3. Financial Report   

 

F. Public Comment   

  

Discussion:  

None  

 

G. Administrative Reports   

  

Discussion:  

Mr. Hanger, Mr. Bottrell and Mrs. Walter provided information for the Board of 

Education.   

G.1. Superintendent Report   

G.2. High School Principal   

G.3. Elementary Principal   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H. Discussion Items- Committee Reports   

H.1. Policy Committee Report   

  

Discussion:  

Policy committee members reported their work regarding the 6000-7000 policy 

series work.  Board member Steward offered information from Greg Perry about 

some of the specific differences between the manuals.  The committee (Steward, 

Gee, Church) established Monday February 6th as the next committee meeting at 

5:30 p.m.    

H.2. Strategic Planning   

  

Discussion:  

The board would like to set April as a timeline to begin the process of 

selection of leading the planning process.  

H.3. Negotiations, Transportation Committee meeting dates   

  

Discussion:  

Negotiations committee meeting date: Tuesday January 31 at 5:30 p.m. 

Transportation committee meeting date: February 7 at 6:00 p.m.  

 

I. Action Items   

I.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt  Board policies in 

series 8000 and 9000 on second reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and 

to repeal and rescind all existing Board policies that pertain to the same 

matters or that are otherwise conflicting, including without limitation existing 

policies.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to adopt Board policies in series 8000 and 9000 on second 

reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 

existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise 

conflicting, including without limitation existing policies passed with a motion 

by Doug Church and a second by Jaimi Calfee.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

I.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt First reading of 

Board policies in series 6000 and 7000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws) and 

to repeal and rescind all existing Board policies that pertain to the same 

matters or that are otherwise conflicting, including without limitation existing 

policies.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to adopt First reading of Board policies in series 6000 

and 7000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 

existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise 

conflicting, including without limitation existing policies passed with a motion 

by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Brandon Desh.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 



 

 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

I.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve the intent to 

apply and if awarded accept the 2017 Pre-K expansion grant.   

 

Motion Passed:  motion to approve the intent to apply and if awarded accept the 

2017 Pre-K expansion grant passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by 

Brandon Desh.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Mrs. Walter presented information regarding the grant process.  Board members 

asked questions regarding the application process and questions regarding 

facilities, enrollment and services.  

 

J. Board of Education Development   

  

Discussion:  

1. Legislative Issues Conference January 22 and 23 in Lincoln 

2. School Finance Workshop January 23 in Lincoln  

3. Education Forum February 8-9 in Kearney  

 

K. Topics for Next Month's Agenda   

 

L. Adjournment   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:38 p.m. on January 17, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



























































1.  It is beginning to appear that State Aid Certification could be delayed this year, as the 

legislature will examine a variety of factors impacting the formula and the formula total not just 

for the upcoming fiscal year but for years to come.  This will also be affected by revenue 

forecasts and the overall ideas revolving around tax reform.  Current proposals range from 

valuation of land based on the income potential it has all the way to a set percentage reduction.  

The potential impact on State Aid will necessitate a delay in certifying aid until June 1, 2017. 

 

2.  On February 22, 2017 the Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association will hold a 

legislative forum at the Cornhusker Hotel.  The event consists of two parts, a morning and lunch 

session with an opportunity to hear from education leaders including, the Education Committee 

Chair, the Appropriations Committee Chair, the Governor, personnel from the Department of 

Education, and NRCSA leadership. In the afternoon a session provides the opportunity to visit 

with NRCSA’s leadership about what has been said during the earlier sessions. 

 

3.  February 2017 marked the opening of the E-rate filing window for fiscal 2017.  The programs 

fiscal year currently runs from July 1 through June 30 each year.  The 2017 update to the E-rate 

program coupled with increased funding for equipment and wiring has greatly benefitted 

students and assisted schools with maintaining a modern infrastructure of wiring and switches 

necessary for robust connectivity in future years.  Fiscal Year 2015-16 provided just under 3 

billion to qualifying schools and libraries.  This is an increase from 2.28 billion in FY 2014 

primarily due to the inclusion of infrastructure.  As telephone service drops off the funding radar 

it has been replaced by equipment/infrastructure to the benefit of school districts allowing for 

continued upgrades to networks. 

 

 

 

4.  Cost groupings for FY 2017 show District OR-1 in a slightly different comparison group due 

to student growth: Expenditure comparisons show OR-1 raking 21st in a comparison based on the 

ten smaller and ten larger schools in formula student enrollment totals with the right hand 

column showing the expenditure comparison per formula student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

5.  Construction at Bennet has reached a point with the cooperation of the weather where the 

connecting portion of the sidewalk has been poured. 

 

 
 

At Palmyra the warmer than average temperatures have allowed a much quicker pace on the east 

addition (hallway pictured). 



 



2/8/2017 Calendar Report

http://srv2.advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conference/calendarreportmonth?module=public&controller=conference&action=calendarreportmonthopt&G5genie=455&G5button=13&ffpage=advanced&G5MID=… 1/1

Palmyra

  February, 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
4:00pm Basketball­G/JH
Johnson County Central

3
2:00pm Wrestling­Varsity
Auburn

4
8:00am Basketball­G/JH
Weeping Water vs. Multiple
Schools 
9:00am­5:00pm Youth
Basketball Tournament @
Palmyra High School

5 6
Basketball­JH Rescheduled to
02­23­17 
Basketball­C Team  (Cancelled)  
7:45pm Basketball­B/C Team
Malcolm

7
1:30 Early Dismissal 
2:00pm­8:00pm Parent
Teacher Conferences

8 9
4:30pm Basketball­B/JV
Pawnee City 
6:00pm Basketball­G/Varsity
Pawnee City 
7:30pm Basketball­B/Varsity
Pawnee City

10
Winter Break 
3:30pm Wrestling­Varsity St.
Paul

11
9:00am­5:00pm Youth
Basketball Tournament @
Palmyra High School  
9:30am Wrestling­Varsity St.
Paul

12 13
4:00pm Basketball­G/JH
Malcolm 
7:00pm Basketball­G/Varsity
TBA

14
TBD Basketball­G/Varsity TBA

15
Peru State Business Contest @
Peru State College

16
FFA Degree Review @ Palmyra
High School 
TBD Basketball­G/Varsity TBA 
4:00pm Basketball­G/JH
Weeping Water

17
4:00pm Basketball­B/JV HTRS 
6:00pm Basketball­B/Varsity
HTRS

18
8:00am Basketball­G/JH
Palmyra vs. Multiple Schools 
2:00pm­7:00pm Youth
Basketball Tournament @
Palmyra High School

19 20
FFA Week @ Palmyra High
School 
TBD Basketball­B/Varsity TBA 
4:00pm Basketball­G/JH
Louisville

21
FFA Week @ Palmyra High
School 
TBD Basketball­B/Varsity TBA

22
FFA Week @ Palmyra High
School 
9:00am ECNC Speech @ Mead
Jr/Sr High School

23
FFA Week @ Palmyra High
School 
TBD Basketball­B/Varsity TBA 
4:00pm Basketball­G/JH
 (Rescheduled from 02­06­
17) Freeman

24
FFA Week @ Palmyra High
School 
4:30pm Wrestling­JH Weeping
Water vs. Multiple Schools

25
FFA Week @ Palmyra High
School 
8:00am­4:00pm Youth
Basketball Tournament @
Palmyra High School

26
8:00am Youth Wrestling
Tournament @ Palmyra High
School

27
Start of Spring Practice 
4:30pm Wrestling­JH Malcolm
vs. Multiple Schools

28
Freshmore Honor Choir @
Johnson County Central

javascript:view_note('124471');


February Activities Board Report 

District WR-Feb 10th-11th 
 
Sub-District GBB-Feb 14th @ Norris 
 
Sub-District BBB-Feb 21st @ Norris 
 
Spring Sports Practices Start February 27th.  (Track and Boys Golf) 
 
 

 
 



  Secondary Principal 

Board Report 

February 13, 2017 

. 

 

1. February 6th Professional Development – Agenda included: 

 

Vocabulary Instruction – School Improvement work 

Chromebook professional development 

SPED team meeting 

7-12 staff meeting 

NeSA Planning 

Individual work 

 

2. Parent Teacher Conferences - Tuesday, February 7th - 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 

7th grade   15/29 – 52% 

8th grade   23/35 – 66% 

9th grade   12/27 – 44% 

10th grade  20/38 – 53% 

11th grade  13/28 – 46% 

12th grade  12/39 – 30% 

 

Total 95 of 196 – 48% 

 

Attendance by hour: 

 

2:00-3:00 21 families 

3:00-4:00 8 families 

4:00-5:00 24 families 

5:00-6:00 8 families 

6:00-7:00 6 families 

7:00-8:00 5 families 

 

3. ACT Test for all Juniors 

 

Under Legislative Bill 390, signed into law in March of 2016, the state’s 11th 

grade students will take the ACT instead of the previously required Nebraska 

State Accountability test.  According to the Nebraska Department of 

Education, the ACT will be a more accurate measure of student achievement, 

while giving every student an opportunity to improve their college readiness. 

 

At PHS the juniors will have weekly ACT prep time using ACT Nebraska 

online test prep tools, coupled with John Baylor ACT test prep tutorials.  

Small study groups have been formed, and each group is led by a junior class 

level teacher.  Mr. Pollock, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Maas, and Mr. Trausch are 

the group leaders. 

 

Juniors at PHS will take the written test on Wednesday, April 19, 2017.   

 

 

 



February Elementary Principal’s Report: 

Monday, February 6th was a teacher in-service day. It was a very busy day with meetings and preparation 

for parent teacher conferences.  

 SPED/IEP update 

 NeSA preparation 

 Student Assistance Team 

 Chrome Books 

 Vocabulary instruction work 

 Individual work. 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences:  Tuesday, February 7th was parent teacher conferences. Bennet 

elementary had  94% of parents attend their child’s conference.   

NeSA Testing for 3rd-6th grades will be April 3rd-12th. 

Bennet Care Project:  Every February Bennet Elementary picks a Caring project to raise money 

and bring awareness to our students about the needs of others. All Bennet Elementary students in 

sixth grade along with the help from Mrs. Hanger are organizing a fundraiser for the Lincoln 

Children’s Zoo.  An extra bonus this year is that the zoo has invited our sixth graders to be a part 

of their press conference to inform the public about their expansion in March. The conference 

will be held at the zoo with local television and print media covering the event, as well as the 

Mayor, and Governor of Nebraska in attendance. The sixth graders have been working extremely 

hard to organize all areas of this fundraiser. 

February is National Kindness Month! The elementary will be participating in a variety of 

activities for National Kindness during the month of February. 

 

 



DISTRICT OR-1 PUBLIC SCHOOL

CALENDAR 2017-2018 Proposed

August 2017 August 2017 January 2018

SU M T W TH F SA 7-Aug Football Practice begins. SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 5 9-Aug Faculty In-service-8:00-4:00 . 1 2 3 4 5 6

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 10-Aug Faculty In-service-8:00-4:00 . 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 11-Aug Faculty In-service-8:00-4:00 . 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 14-Aug First Day of School 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

27 28 29 30 31 14-Aug Start of Fall Practice 28 29 30 31

September 2017

4-Sep NO SCHOOL -Labor Day

September 2017 19-Sep Dismiss @ 1:30 P.M. P-T conf. 2:00-8:00 P.M.

SU M T W TH F SA October 2017 February 2018

1 2 16-Oct Start 2nd Quarter SU M T W TH F SA

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 19-Oct  1:30 Dismissal Fall Break 1 2 3

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 20-Oct Fall Break; NO SCHOOL 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 November 2017 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 13-Nov Start Winter Practice 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

22-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break 25 26 27 28

23-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break

October 2017 24-Nov NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break

SU M T W TH F SA December 2017 March 2018

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 21-Dec End of Second Quarter SU M T W TH F SA

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 21-Dec Dismiss at 1:30 for Christmas 1 2 3

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22-Dec Winter Vacation December 22-January 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 23-27 Dec  Five day moratorium period est. by NSAA 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

29 30 31 January 2018 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

1,2 Jan Winter Vacation 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

3-Jan School Resumes, Start 3rd Quarter

November 2017 15-Jan Martin Luther King Day Teacher In-service No School April 2018

SU M T W TH F SA February 2018 SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 3 4 5-Feb Teacher In-Service No School 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 6-Feb Dismiss @ 1:30 P.M. P-T conf. 2:00-8:00 P.M. 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9-Feb NO SCHOOL Winter Break 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 21-Feb NO SCHOOL ECNC Speech 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

26 27 28 29 30 26-Feb Start of Spring Practice 29 30

March 2018

2-Mar NO SCHOOL Spring Break

December 2017 8-Mar End of Third Quarter 1:30 Dismissal May 2018

SU M T W TH F SA 9-Mar NO SCHOOL Spring Break SU M T W TH F SA

1 2 12-Mar Start 4th Quarter 1 2 3 4 5

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 29-Mar Everyone Dismissed at 1:30pm for Easter Break 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 30-Mar NO SCHOOL; Easter Break 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 April 2018 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 2-Apr NO SCHOOL; Easter Break 27 28 29 30 31

31 May 2018

12-May Graduation 178

16-May  Elementary End of 2nd Semester Reg. Dis. 185 total for teachers

17-May End of Second Semester-1:30 Dismissal H.S. No School Bennet Elementary

18-May Teacher Work Day Teacher days

Note: Early dismissal times of 1:30 will Vacation Days

result in an elementary dismissal Parent Teacher conf.

time of 1:10. Early Dismissal
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Internal Board Policies - Board Members 

 

Code of Ethics 

 

It shall be the policy of District OR-1 Public Schools that members of the Board of Education 

will exercise their responsibilities in accordance with the following Code of Ethics: 

 

1. As a member of the local Board of Education, representing all the citizens of the District 

OR-1 School District, each Board member will recognize: 

 

 a. That he or she has been entrusted with the educational development of the 

children and youth of the district. 

 

 b. That the district expects that the first and greatest concern of a school Board 

member will be the best interest of each and every one of the young people 

enrolled in the district's schools. 

 

 c. That the future welfare of this district, of this state, and of our nation depends in 

the largest measure upon the quality of education provided in District OR-1 

Public Schools to meet the needs of every learner. 

 

 d. That members of the Board of Education must collectively take the initiative in 

helping all the people in this district to have updated, accurate information about 

the public schools system, and to provide the finest possible school programs, 

school staff, and school facilities. 

 

 e. That by statute the authority of the Board of Education is derived from the state 

which is ultimately responsible for the organization and operation of the public 

schools and which determines the degree of discretionary power exercised by the 

Board representing the people of the District OR-1Public Schools District. 

 

 f. That a school Board member must never neglect his or her personal obligation to 

the district and legal obligation to the State of Nebraska, nor surrender these 

responsibilities to any other person, group or organization; but that, beyond this, 

each school Board member has a moral and civic obligation to our country which 

can remain strong and free only so long as public schools in the United States are 

kept strong and free. 

 

2. In view of the foregoing consideration, it must be the constant endeavor of each school 

Board member: 

 

 a. To devote time, thought and study to the duties and responsibilities of a school 

Board member so that he/she may render effective and creditable service. 

 

             



Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8272 

 Page 2 of  2 

 b. To work with fellow school Board members in a spirit of harmony and 

cooperation so as to convert differences of opinion which arise during discussion 

and debate into a consensus for the benefit of the students enrolled in District OR-

1 Public Schools. 

 

 c. To base personal decisions upon all available facts in each situation, to vote 

honest conviction in every case, unswayed by partisan bias of any kind; thereafter, 

to abide by and uphold the final majority decision of the Board of Education. 

 

 d. To remember at all times that individual Board members have no local authority 

outside the meetings of the Board of Education, and to conduct relationships with 

school staff members, local citizens, and all media of communication on the basis 

of this fact. 

 

 e. To resist every temptation and outside pressure to use the position as a school 

Board member to benefit either oneself, immediate family or any other individual 

or agency apart from the total interest of the school system. 

 

 f. To recognize that it is as important for the Board of Education to understand and 

evaluate the educational program of District OR-1 Public Schools as it is to plan 

for the business of the school district. 

 

 g. To bear in mind under all circumstances that the primary function of the Board of 

Education is to establish and maintain the policies by which the schools are to be 

administered, but that the administration of the educational program and the 

conduct of school business shall be the primary responsibility of the 

Superintendent of Schools and the professional and non-professional staff 

members who are employed to work with the Superintendent of Schools. 

 

 h. To welcome and encourage active cooperation by citizens, organizations, and the 

media of communication in District OR-1 Public Schools with respect to the 

establishment of policy on current school operation and proposed future 

developments. 

 

 i. To strive step by step to achieve the ideal conditions for the most effective service 

by a Board of Education to its district, in a spirit of teamwork and unwavering 

commitment to the American system of public education as a primary means for 

preservation and perpetuation of our representative democracy.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation 

 

Teacher-Administrator-Board of Education Relationships 

 

Since it is recognized that providing a high quality education for children is the paramount aim 

of District OR-1 Public Schools and that good morale is necessary for the best education of 

children, the Board sets forth the following policy concerning the relationship of the Board, the 

administration, and the staff: 

 

 A. The Board of Education, under law, has the final responsibility of establishing 

policies for the district. 

 

 B. The Superintendent and staff have the responsibility of carrying out the policies 

established through the development and monitoring of administrative rules and 

regulations. 

 

 C. The professional teaching personnel has the ultimate responsibility of providing 

the best possible education in the classroom through the careful following of 

Board policies and administrative rules and regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Adoption: [Insert Date] 
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