
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, March 13, 2017 7:00 PM
Board of Education Room Palmyra High School 425 F Street, Palmyra, NE
50 Dogwood
Bennet, NE 68317

District Mission:  
“Together we prepare our students to successfully meet the challenges of the future.”

Strategic Goal 1: District OR-1 Public Schools will provide the facilities needed to be 
competitive with other area schools in athletics and fine arts programs.
 
Strategic Goal 2: District OR-1 Public Schools will foster a unified community.
 
Strategic Goal 3: District OR-1 Public Schools will continuously implement (academic) 
programs and the curriculum needed to remain competitive with other area schools.

Attendance Taken at 6:58 PM. 
Jaimi Calfee:   Present   
Doug Church:   Present   
Brandon Desh:   Present   
Lance Gee:   Present   
Clayton Maahs:   Present   
Susan Royal:   Present   

 
1. Call to Order  Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 6:53 p.m.
2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting  
3. Staff and Student Presentations  
3.1. Mr. Burke Brown  Mr. Brown presented information regarding the research, bids and 

proposals collected from various vendors for phones and digital camera systems.  The 
proposal includes 60 phones and 40 cameras, placing a phone in each classroom.  Mr. Brown 
answered questions from individual members of the Board.  

4. Consent Agenda Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion 
by Doug Church and a second by Brandon Desh.
Susan Royal: Nay, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: 
Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea Superintendent Hanger provided information regarding claims and 
answered individual BOE member questions.

4.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings  
4.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll  
4.3. Financial Report  
5. Public Comment  None



6. Administrative Reports  Mr. Hanger and Mrs. Walter presented information for the Board 
including construction updates, spring testing schedules, Class C honor band, Read Across 
America activities and Kindergarten roundup.

6.1. Superintendent Report  
6.2. High School Principal  
6.3. Elementary Principal  
7. Discussion Items- Committee Reports  
7.1. Policy Committee Report  

Board policy committee members provided updates for first reading of 2000-3000 series 
policies as well as a recap of the 4000-5000 series policies to be adopted on second reading. 
The next committee meeting is scheduled for April 3, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.

8. Action Items  
8.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt Board policies in series 4000 and 

5000 on second reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 
existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, 
including without limitation existing policies. Motion to adopt Board policies in series 4000 
and 5000 on second reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind 
all existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, 
including without limitation existing policies. Passed with a motion by Susan Royal and a 
second by Lance Gee.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton 
Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

8.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt First reading of Board policies in 
series 2000 and 3000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 
existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, 
including without limitation existing policies. Motion to adopt First reading of Board 
policies in series 2000 and 3000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and 
rescind all existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise 
conflicting, including without limitation existing policies amending policy 3130 purchase 
amount from $90,000 to $40,000 Failed with a motion by Susan Royal and a second by 
Lance Gee.
Jaimi Calfee: Nay, Doug Church: Nay, Brandon Desh: Nay, Clayton Maahs: Nay, Lance 
Gee: Yea, Susan Royal: Yea
Motion to adopt First reading of Board policies in series 2000 and 3000 (internal Board 
policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all existing Board policies that pertain to the 
same matters or that are otherwise conflicting, including without limitation existing policies 
Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church.
Lance Gee: Nay, Susan Royal: Nay, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: 
Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea Board members discussed policy 3130 and the amount of 
spending pursuant to item numbers 2 and 3 requiring proposals to be submitted.  

8.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to accept the phone and camera proposal as 
presented. motion to to accept the phone and camera proposal as presented Passed with a 
motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church.
Lance Gee: Nay, Susan Royal: Nay, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: 
Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea Board members discussed the proposal presented by Mr. Brown.  

9. Board of Education Development  



1.  Basics of School Law Workshop March 21 in Lincoln.
2.  NRCSA Legislative Forum held in Lincoln February 22
3.  NRCSA Spring Conference in Kearney March 23, 24.

9.1. Policy Review Board of Education Code of Ethics 8272  
Board President Maahs reviewed the code of ethics as adopted in February 2017.

9.2. Teacher-Administrator-Board of Education Relationships  Superintendent Hanger 
reviewed the policy as adopted in February 2017.

9.3. NRCSA legislative conference   Board member Desh presented information shared at the 
legislative update provided by the Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association.  The 
focus was placed on a rural school perspective and state funding for education, revenue 
allocation and state aid.  Tax reform and the impact on school funding was a theme 
throughout the day.  

10. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda  Certified staffing update, requisition report
11. Adjournment  The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:56 p.m. March 13, 2017.

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
 
_____________________________________
Superintendent



 

 

Board of Education Regular Meeting 

February 13, 2017 7:00 PM 

Media Center Bennet Elementary School 50 Dogwood Street, Bennet, NE 

Attendance Taken at 7:39 PM:  

 

Present Board Members:    

Jaimi Calfee  

Doug Church  

Brandon Desh  

Lance Gee  

Clayton Maahs  

Susan Steward  

 

A. Call to Order   

Discussion:  

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 7:39 p.m.  

 

B. Open Meetings Act Posting   

 

C. Consent Agenda   

 

Motion to Amend Passed:  To amend the motion from: "Motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented" to: "Motion to approve the consent agenda as 

presented with the exclusion of items C2 and C3 A. passed with a motion by Doug 

Church and a second by Jaimi Calfee.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented with the 

exclusion items C2 and C3 A. passed with a motion by Doug Church and a second by 

Jaimi Calfee.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

  

Discussion:  

Board member Steward asked to vote separately on items C-2 and C-3 A.  

C.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings   

C.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the claims passed with a motion by Susan 

Steward and a second by Lance Gee.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

Discussion:  

Board members had the opportunity to review and clarify claims.    



 

 

C.3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s)   

C.3.a. Presentation, discussion and or official action to ratify a teaching 

contract for Jennifer Whyman.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to ratify a teaching contract for Jennifer Whyman passed 

with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Brandon Desh.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

  

C.4. Financial Report   

 

D. Administrative Reports   

  

Discussion:  

Mr. Hanger, Mr. Bottrell and Mrs. Walter provided information for the Board of 

Education.   

D.1. Superintendent Report   

D.2. High School Principal   

D.3. Elementary Principal   

 

E. Discussion Items- Committee Reports   

E.1. Policy Committee Report   

  

Discussion:  

Board members Steward, Church and Gee presented information related to the 4000-

5000 series policies as provided by the Perry Firm.  Notes were available on 

some of the policies as updated including correct grading scales, student fees 

and student discipline changes in the manual.  The policy manual is generally an 

expanded version of our current manual inclusive of more detail.  Policy series 

will be adopted on second reading with the date reflected by month and year. The 

next committee meeting is scheduled for March 6 at 5:30 p.m.   

E.2. Negotiations Committee report   

  

Discussion:  

Jaimi Calfee reported information regarding administrative and classified 

salaries including data from the comparative array for each classification of 

employee.  This should maintain the position in each of the arrays.  Board 

members had an opportunity to ask questions regarding the array and associated 

cost to the district.    

E.3. Transportation Committee report   

  

Discussion:  

Board member Church and Gee reported information from the transportation 

meeting.  The committee would like to letter buses with District OR-1 Panthers 

and the current logo.  The lettering should be reflective to increase safety.  

The committee also reported findings and information from districts who have 

contract buses.  Pricing for adding new buses versus pricing for buses coming 

off lease were compared.  Off lease units were offered at a considerable 

savings.  The off lease units were compared by model year, mileage, drive train 



 

 

options and pricing.  The committee also reviewed the Pre-K grant process and 

the potential for the addition of a third mini-bus.   

E.4. Strategic Planning   

  

Discussion:  

The board would like to begin the strategic planning process in April.  

E.5. Audit proposals   

  

Discussion:  

Board of Education members reviewed audit proposals from two firms noting that 

services for each were comparable.  Motion to accept the audit proposal from 

Julie Bauman CPA passed with a motion by Susan Steward and a second by Lance 

Gee. 

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

  

F. Action Items   

F.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt  Board policies in 

series 6000 and 7000 on second reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and 

to repeal and rescind all existing Board policies that pertain to the same 

matters or that are otherwise conflicting, including without limitation existing 

policies.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to adopt Board policies in series 6000 and 7000 on second 

reading (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 

existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise 

conflicting, including without limitation existing policies passed with a motion 

by Doug Church and a second by Brandon Desh.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

F.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt First reading of 

Board policies in series 4000 and 5000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws) and 

to repeal and rescind all existing Board policies that pertain to the same 

matters or that are otherwise conflicting, including without limitation existing 

policies.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to adopt First reading of Board policies in series 4000 

and 5000 (internal Board policies and Bylaws)and to repeal and rescind all 

existing Board policies that pertain to the same matters or that are otherwise 

conflicting, including without limitation existing policies passed with a motion 

by Brandon Desh and a second by Doug Church.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 



 

 

  

Discussion:  

  

F.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to authorize the 

Superintendent to issue contract renewals to the certified staff.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to authorize the Superintendent to issue contract 

renewals to the certified staff passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a 

second by Brandon Desh.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Superintendent Hanger reminded the board of statutory dates.  Board members had 

the opportunity to ask questions about the contract renewal procedures.  

F.4. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve the 2017-2018 

School Calendar.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve the 2017-2018 School Calendar passed with a 

motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Board members had the opportunity to review the calendar.  

F.5. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve Contract Terms 

for the Administrative staff.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve Contract Terms for the Administrative staff 

passed with a motion by Brandon Desh and a second by Jaimi Calfee.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 No 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             No 

 

  

Discussion:  

Board members had the opportunity to ask questions regarding the process for 

establishing contract terms.  

F.6. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve employment terms 

for the support staff.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to approve employment terms for the support staff passed 

with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 



 

 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 No 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             No 

 

F.7. Presentation, discussion and or official action to authorize the issuance 

of series 2017 lease purchase agreement.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to authorize the issuance of series 2017 lease purchase 

agreement passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

Superintendent Hanger explained the necessity for authorizing the lease purchase 

agreement.  Board members asked about the availability of spare buses.    

 

G. Board of Education Development   

  

Discussion:  

Policy review will be moved to the March agenda.  

G.1. Policy Review Board of Education Code of Ethics 8272   

G.2. Teacher-Administrator-Board of Education Relationships   

G.3. Board of Education Conference Reports   

  

Discussion:  

Susan and Lance attended the NASB legislative conference and the NASB budget 

seminar and reported information from the daylong event.  The finance seminar 

was offered in the afternoon session with a variety of information regarding 

arbitration, school district funding and how money is being spent including 

transparency.  It was noted that this was similar to the presentation given and 

the new board member workshop.  Clayton attended the Sunday evening session 

which included information related to keeping kids safe after school and also an 

after school writing program for young students.  Brandon attended the Education 

Forum in Kearney.  Topics included district level communication and knowing what 

the message is including the use of social media, newsletters and other methods 

of communicating with patrons.  The opportunity to tour the new Kearney High 

School was also provided.  

 

H. Topics for Next Month's Agenda   

Board of Education policy review items were moved to the March meeting. 

 

I. Adjournment   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was duly adjourned at 9:58 p.m. on Monday February 13, 2017.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Board of Education Special Meeting 

February 13, 2017 6:30 PM 

Media Center Bennet Elementary School 50 Dogwood Street, Bennet, NE 

 

Attendance Taken at 6:33 PM:  

 

Present Board Members:    

Jaimi Calfee  

Doug Church  

Brandon Desh  

Lance Gee  

Clayton Maahs  

Susan Steward  

  

 

 

A. Call to Order   

  

Discussion:  

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 6:32 p.m.  

 

B. Open Meetings Act Posting   

  

Discussion:  

Board of Education members were invited to tour the building with Superintendent 

Hanger and owner's representative Rayme Fauss.  No school business will be 

discussed while taking the tour.  

 

C. Action Items   

C.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding building 

construction and design decisions and determinations, owner’s representative 

report.   

  

Discussion:  

Owner's representative Rayme Fauss updated the Board on the project at Bennet 

and Palmyra.  Palmyra is preparing to pour concrete both to finish portions of 

the roofing and on the concrete on the south side of the current building.  Sub-

contractors are beginning interior work in the addition and structural steel 

will be placed this week.  At Bennet painting is continuing in the new addition, 

case work has been delivered and will be scheduled for installation late this 

week into next.  Ceiling grid will be done in the next two weeks, tile is also 

being installed and most of those materials are on site.  Work will begin on the 

Bennet drainage upgrade and overall the contingency fund is able to cover those 

costs.  Board of Education members had an opportunity to ask questions regarding 

the project.  Rayme Fauss guided the board members on a tour of the Bennet 

addition.    

C.2. Presentation, discussion, and or official action with regard to the 

construction projects at Bennet Elementary and Palmyra Junior Senior High School 

buildings, including change orders, construction change directives and payment 

applications from contractors, and reports, information and recommendation by 

the Project Architect and owner's Representative.   

 

Motion Passed:  Motion to accept payment applications from contractors as 

presented passed with a motion by Brandon Desh and a second by Doug Church.   

Jaimi Calfee              Yes 

Doug Church               Yes 

Brandon Desh              Yes 



 

 

Lance Gee                 Yes 

Clayton Maahs             Yes 

Susan Steward             Yes 

 

  

Discussion:  

 Claims for Cheever Construction and Rogge General Contractors total 

$269,871.10.  

 

D. Next Regular Meeting   

 

E. Adjournment   

  

Discussion:  

The meeting was duly adjourned at 7:38 p.m. February 13, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





























































Superintendent’s Report 

March 13, 2017 

 

1.  Legislative Report:  

LB 521 would provide increased funding for Early Childhood by creating an Early Child hood 

Allowance in the aid formula as well as increasing the amount available for Pre-K.  This would 

then make funding available to both equalized and non-equalized school districts for Pre-K 

education by giving a foundation amount as well as aid.    This proposal has a proposed cost of 

$4,541,737, beginning in fiscal year 2018-19.  The bill as proposed would have a positive impact 

on aid for OR-1. 

2.  The Pre-K grant has been completed and submitted.  I would like to thank Mrs. Walter and 

our advisory group for all of their efforts to assist in this lengthy process.   

 

3.  The bus purchase as approved the by the Board in February has moved forward.  I have 

notified Mid-States of the parameters established by the Board as well as Ameritas who will 

again serve as the fiscal agent.  

 

 

4.  Southwest Auto has been working on the mini-van for Bennet Elementary.  They identified 

one additional repair to replace the head gasket.  This will impact the purchase price slightly. 

 

 

5.  I have received a preliminary plat for Evergreen Plaza located at approximately 190th and 

Highway 2.  The initial plat consists of 6 lots with a total that could be approximately 16-18 lots 

in the future. 

 

 

6.  Due to the hail storm and accumulated damage over the period of time since the Bennet gym 

and Pre-K roof were installed our insurance carrier has totaled out the roof and most of the 

gutters on those structures.  I am in the process of obtaining bids to replace both.   

 

7.  I have met on site with Datastor regarding our documents and we continue to inventory our 

records in order to identify which will be scanned. 

 

 

8.  Construction Update:  

Attached are two pictures of the case work being installed at Bennet Elementary.  The materials 

are a nice match for the classrooms at both the Pre-K and Kindergarten level.  Case work in the 

music and art room is being installed at the time of this writing.  The color schemes have been 

designed in such a way as to tie together the new and existing building. 

 

Palmyra pictures are examples of the new classrooms on the east end of the building.  Similar in 

size and scope to the Bennet rooms and also storm shelter areas as well.   

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



February Activities Board Report 

Riley Dillon-State Wrestling Qualifier  

 

Spring Sports Practices Started March 6th (Track and Boys Golf) 

 

Winter NSAA Academic All-State Recipients: 2.7 GPA or higher to qualify 

Girls Basketball and Speech-Carly Poskochil 

Boys Basketball-Bryce Becker 

 

Palmyra instrumental music qualified 29 students for Class C All State Band which will be in 

Kearney March 25. 

 

March Activity Calendar Attached 
 



2/28/2017 Calendar Report

http://srv2.advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conference/calendarreportmonth?module=public&controller=conference&action=calendarreportmonthopt&G5genie=455&G5button=13&ffpage=advanced&school_id… 1/1

Palmyra

  March, 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Spring Break No School

4
8:00am­6:00pm Youth
Basketball Tournament @
Palmyra High School

5 6
10:00am ECNC JH/HS Quiz
Bowl @ Conestoga High School

7
CDE Contests @ Beatrice 
4:30pm Wrestling­JH Raymond
Central vs. Multiple Schools

8 9
1:30pm End of 3rd Quarter 
4:00pm Wrestling­JH Weeping
Water vs. Multiple Schools

10
Spring Break No School

11
1:30pm Wrestling­JH Ashland­
Greenwood

12 13
Start of 4th Quarter 
4:30pm Wrestling­JH Syracuse

14
FFA Blood Drive @ Palmyra High
School 
9:00am Wrestling­JH Freeman

15 16
Malcolm Music Contest 
UNL Foreign Language Fair @
University of Nebraska Campus

17
Peru State Math Day @ Peru
State College 
Malcolm Music Contest @
Malcolm High School 
Malcolm Music Contest 
Activate/Leverage Conference @
Kearney

18
Activate/Leverage Conference @
Kearney

19 20 21
MUDECAS Music @ Lewiston High
School 
MUDECAS Music 
ECNC Art Clinic

22
4:00pm Golf­B/Varsity
Elmwood­Murdock

23
1:00pm Track­Varsity
Conestoga

24 25
Class C Honor Band 
Class C Honor Band

26 27
Main Stage Play @ Palmyra High
School

28
Main Stage Play @ Palmyra High
School

29
10:00am Mudecas HS Quiz Bowl
@ Freeman High School 
6:00pm­9:00pm Youth Group
@ Palmyra High School

30 31



  

 

 Secondary Principal’s 

Board Report 

March 13, 2017 

 
 

 

1. Spring Testing 

 

NeSA – ELA, Math, and Science - 7th and 8th grade to be completed in late Aril 

ACT – All juniors on April 19th. 

2. FFA Blood Drive 

 

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 – 1:00 to 6:00 

 

3. Pre-registration 2017-2018 

This process is in full swing.  To be completed by the end of this month. 

 

4. Class C All State Band – 29 kids from PHS Selected 

 

17 students in the Wind Ensemble, 7 (seven) 1st chairs 

6 students in the Symphonic Band, 4 (four) 1st chairs 

6 students in the Jr. High Band, 4 (four) 1st chairs 

 

The concert for Class C All-State Band is Saturday, March 25, 2017, at Kearney High School. 

 

5. End of Third Quarter: 

 

The end of third quarter will be Thursday, March 9th. Report card to go home March 15th. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March Elementary Principal’s Report: 

NeSA Spring Testing: 

The dates for NeSA Spring Testing will be April 3rd-12th for third through sixth grade. 

 

Read Across America Week Activities: 

Bennet Elementary students celebrated Read Across America during the week of February 27th. 

Activities included:  Hat Day, Crazy Socks Day, Wacky Wednesday, Green Eggs and Ham for 

breakfast, daily Dr. Seuss trivia questions, pajama day, guest readers in classrooms and Dr. Seuss 

birthday cake. It was a fun week for the students that promoted reading across all grade levels. 

Family Reading Night: 

Bennet Boosters hosted a Family Reading Night for students and families on Thursday, March 

2nd.  Families enjoyed cookies and milk along with shopping at the Scholastic Book Fair. 

Students were encouraged to particapte in Accelerated Reader. It was a great turnout for this 

family event. 

End of Third Quarter: 

The end of third quarter was Thursday, March 9th.  We will be sending home report cards on 

Wednesday, March 15th.  

Kindergarten Round Up: 

Bennet Elementary will have KDG Round Up on Friday, April 7th.  We will be having a parent 

orientation meeting on Monday, April 3rd for parents.   

Chrome Books: 

Chrome Books have been distributed to all PreK-6 classroom teachers. Mr. Brown has met with 

staff members on how to integrate Chrome books into the daily routine and we will continue to 

have trainings in the next couple of months.   

 

RESPECT: 

Partners of Otoe County and United Against Violence teamed up with District OR 1 to bring the 

RESPECT group to Bennet Elementary on Tuesday, March 1st. K-6 students were invited to a 

play performance where the theme was how to stop bullying behaviors and how to be kind to all. 

 



Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8272 

 Page 1 of  2 

 

Internal Board Policies - Board Members 

 

Code of Ethics 

 

It shall be the policy of District OR-1 Public Schools that members of the Board of Education 

will exercise their responsibilities in accordance with the following Code of Ethics: 

 

1. As a member of the local Board of Education, representing all the citizens of the District 

OR-1 School District, each Board member will recognize: 

 

 a. That he or she has been entrusted with the educational development of the 

children and youth of the district. 

 

 b. That the district expects that the first and greatest concern of a school Board 

member will be the best interest of each and every one of the young people 

enrolled in the district's schools. 

 

 c. That the future welfare of this district, of this state, and of our nation depends in 

the largest measure upon the quality of education provided in District OR-1 

Public Schools to meet the needs of every learner. 

 

 d. That members of the Board of Education must collectively take the initiative in 

helping all the people in this district to have updated, accurate information about 

the public schools system, and to provide the finest possible school programs, 

school staff, and school facilities. 

 

 e. That by statute the authority of the Board of Education is derived from the state 

which is ultimately responsible for the organization and operation of the public 

schools and which determines the degree of discretionary power exercised by the 

Board representing the people of the District OR-1Public Schools District. 

 

 f. That a school Board member must never neglect his or her personal obligation to 

the district and legal obligation to the State of Nebraska, nor surrender these 

responsibilities to any other person, group or organization; but that, beyond this, 

each school Board member has a moral and civic obligation to our country which 

can remain strong and free only so long as public schools in the United States are 

kept strong and free. 

 

2. In view of the foregoing consideration, it must be the constant endeavor of each school 

Board member: 

 

 a. To devote time, thought and study to the duties and responsibilities of a school 

Board member so that he/she may render effective and creditable service. 

 

             



Article 8 INTERNAL BOARD POLICIES Policy No. 8272 

 Page 2 of  2 

 b. To work with fellow school Board members in a spirit of harmony and 

cooperation so as to convert differences of opinion which arise during discussion 

and debate into a consensus for the benefit of the students enrolled in District OR-

1 Public Schools. 

 

 c. To base personal decisions upon all available facts in each situation, to vote 

honest conviction in every case, unswayed by partisan bias of any kind; thereafter, 

to abide by and uphold the final majority decision of the Board of Education. 

 

 d. To remember at all times that individual Board members have no local authority 

outside the meetings of the Board of Education, and to conduct relationships with 

school staff members, local citizens, and all media of communication on the basis 

of this fact. 

 

 e. To resist every temptation and outside pressure to use the position as a school 

Board member to benefit either oneself, immediate family or any other individual 

or agency apart from the total interest of the school system. 

 

 f. To recognize that it is as important for the Board of Education to understand and 

evaluate the educational program of District OR-1 Public Schools as it is to plan 

for the business of the school district. 

 

 g. To bear in mind under all circumstances that the primary function of the Board of 

Education is to establish and maintain the policies by which the schools are to be 

administered, but that the administration of the educational program and the 

conduct of school business shall be the primary responsibility of the 

Superintendent of Schools and the professional and non-professional staff 

members who are employed to work with the Superintendent of Schools. 

 

 h. To welcome and encourage active cooperation by citizens, organizations, and the 

media of communication in District OR-1 Public Schools with respect to the 

establishment of policy on current school operation and proposed future 

developments. 

 

 i. To strive step by step to achieve the ideal conditions for the most effective service 

by a Board of Education to its district, in a spirit of teamwork and unwavering 

commitment to the American system of public education as a primary means for 

preservation and perpetuation of our representative democracy.    
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Internal Board Policies - Methods of Operation 

 

Teacher-Administrator-Board of Education Relationships 

 

Since it is recognized that providing a high quality education for children is the paramount aim 

of District OR-1 Public Schools and that good morale is necessary for the best education of 

children, the Board sets forth the following policy concerning the relationship of the Board, the 

administration, and the staff: 

 

 A. The Board of Education, under law, has the final responsibility of establishing 

policies for the district. 

 

 B. The Superintendent and staff have the responsibility of carrying out the policies 

established through the development and monitoring of administrative rules and 

regulations. 

 

 C. The professional teaching personnel has the ultimate responsibility of providing 

the best possible education in the classroom through the careful following of 

Board policies and administrative rules and regulations. 
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