
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, May 13, 2019 7:00 PM
Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 
425 F Street
Palmyra, NE 68418

District Mission:  
“Together we prepare our students to successfully meet the challenges of the future.”

Strategic Goal 1: District OR-1 Public Schools will provide the facilities needed to be 
competitive with other area schools in athletics and fine arts programs.
 
Strategic Goal 2: District OR-1 Public Schools will foster a unified community.
 
Strategic Goal 3: District OR-1 Public Schools will continuously implement (academic) 
programs and the curriculum needed to remain competitive with other area schools.

Attendance Taken at 6:58 PM. 
Jaimi Calfee:   Present   
Doug Church:   Absent   
Brandon Desh:   Present   
Lance Gee:   Present   
Clayton Maahs:   Present   
Susan Royal:   Present   

 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  Meeting called to order by Board of Education 

President Maahs at 7:00 p.m.
2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting Motion to approve the consent agenda as 

presented after removing the construction claims Passed with a motion by Brandon Desh and 
a second by Jaimi Calfee.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: 
Yea 

3. Consent Agenda  
3.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings  

Official Board of Education minutes are available on the district web site at 
www.districtor1.org
Board member Royal commented regarding requested changes to the minutes. BOE members offered 
opinions regarding contents of the minutes and the process for review.

 



3.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll Motion to hold claims for construction 
pending completion of specific portions of the project Passed with a motion by Lance Gee 
and a second by Jaimi Calfee.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: 
Yea Construction claims total: $96,811.82.  Board members reviewed claims as requested 
and determined that these payments should be held pending completion of items including 
but not limited to concrete work at Palmyra parking areas and certain drainage issues at 
Bennet.  Board members reviewed information and pictures of items in need of 
repair.  Building committee members will review the work as it progresses.

3.3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s)  
3.3.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to ratify a teaching contract for 

Braston Maibaum.  
3.4. Financial Report  
4. Public Comment  Tim Watson offered thanks to the district for a successful school 

year.  Noting that from a parents perspective the year was a good one.  Tim also thanked the 
board for providing administrators the authority to lead and manage the district and to 
continue to work through the strategic plan and the accomplishment of specific goals. 

5. Administrative Reports  
Administrative reports are available in their entirety at: 
https://meeting.sparqdata.com/Public/Organization/174
 
Some of the topics covered in the reports include state assessments, SENCAP enrollment, 
Palmyra property listing, summer enrichment and upcoming dates of importance.

5.1. Superintendent's Report  
5.2. High School Principal  
5.3. Elementary Principal  
6. Discussion Items- Committee Reports  
6.1. School Law Seminar report  Board member Desh reported information from the NASB 

school law seminar and legislative luncheon.  The presentations reviewed state statutes 
pertaining to school law including the duties of board members, the lack of continuing 
education requirements for BOE members, board authority, open meetings laws, electronic 
communication, closed session topics, pending legislation and the committee on American 
Civics.  

6.2. NASB Legislative Luncheon  Board members Desh reviewed information from the 
luncheon as a continuation of the school law update with some additional legislative 
information.  

6.3. Olson Foundation progress report  Board members reviewed progress reports from 
Nemaha Valley Construction and the Olson project.  

6.4. Palmyra south property  BOE members discussed the contract status with Thane Jensen 
and property south of the school in Palmyra.

7. Action Items  
7.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action regarding the utility easement for Nebraska 

City Utilities. Motion to approve the utility easement for Nebraska City Utilities Passed with 
a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Brandon Desh.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: 
Yea BOE members reviewed the easement requested by NCU as presented.  

../../Public/Organization/174


7.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action with regard to the Olson Foundation 
Project for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School District and 
Village for athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska Community 
(Project) to approve the Applications for Payment and billing statements related to the 
Project, including, but not limited to the cost of the legal services, architectural design and 
planning, and site preparation costs. Motion to Approve the Applications for Payment and 
billing statements related to the Olson Foundation Project for the construction of certain 
improvements on property of the School District and Village for athletic and recreational 
facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska Community (Project) as presented Passed with a 
motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Brandon Desh.
Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: Yea, Susan Royal: 
Yea Board members reviewed the claims presented with regard to the Olson 
project.  Brandon Desh voted yes on all claims except the Benesch bill out of an abundance 
of caution to which he abstained.

8. Closed Session  
9. Board of Education Development  
9.1. Policy Review  The BOE reviewed policies 8231, 6213, 1102, 3580, 9320 and completed 

the FY 2019 review of policy manual items.  
10. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda  Policy updates, preliminary budget information as 

available, July retreat dates, student handbooks and annual statistical information.  
11. Adjournment  The meeting was duly adjourned at 8:51 p.m.
12. Adjunct Activities Committee   

 
_____________________________________
Chairperson
 
_____________________________________
Superintendent



Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Monday, April 8, 2019 7:00 PM 

Media Center at the Palmyra District OR-1 Public Schools 

425 F Street 

Palmyra, NE 68418 

 

Jaimi Calfee:     Present 

Doug Church:  Present  

Brandon Desh:  Present  

Lance Gee:   Present  

Clayton Maahs:  Present  

Susan Royal:   Present 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Meeting called to order by Board of Education President Maahs at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Announcement of the Open Meetings Act Posting 

 

3. Staff and Student Presentations 

 

3.1. Alternative Seating 

 

Mrs. Gill and Mrs. Buescher presented information regarding flexible seating. Creating an 

environment where students learn best is a major key to engagement. The class can still be 

structured with clear expectations but much more involved if students are able to move around 

the room. The change has led to more movement, more willingness on the part of students to 

participate and created a more open, collaborative and accepting environment. Canvas lends 

itself to teaching and working in a real world setting assisting students in discovering how they 

learn best. BOE members posed questions to the staff regarding the impact of flexible seating 

and thanked staff for their presentation. 

4. Consent Agenda 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a 

second by Jaimi Calfee. 

Susan Royal: Nay, Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, 

Clayton Maahs: Yea 

 

4.1. Approval of minutes of previous meetings 
 

Official Board of Education minutes are available on the district web site at www.districtor1.org 

 
4.2. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll 

 

4.3. Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s) 

 

http://www.districtor1.org/


4.3.1. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action to accept Lexus Kleeb's voluntary 

resignation. 

4.3.2. Presentation, Discussion and or Official action to accept Lonnie Goodrich's voluntary 

resignation. 

 

4.3.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action to ratify a teaching contract for Elizabeth 

Kurtenbach. 

 

4.4. Financial Report 

 

5. Public Comment 

 

Members of the audience did not offer public comment. 

6. Administrative Reports 
 

Administrative reports are available in their entirety at: 

https://meeting.sparqdata.com/Public/Organization/174 
 

Some of the topics covered in the reports include state aid, construction, legislation, roofing 

updates, requisition process, kindergarten roundup, spring concert dates, summer enrichment, 

NSCAS testing, change drive. BOE members Gee and Royal volunteered to represent the Board 

at graduation.  BOE member Desh offered to represent the Board if someone is unable to attend. 

 
6.1. Superintendent's Report 

 

6.2. High School Principal 

 

6.3. Elementary Principal 

 

7. Discussion Items- Committee Reports 

 

Board member Gee attended a conference regarding e-cigarette/vaping use by teens. The topic 

included the effects of vaping and potential consequences associated with the products. Nicotine 

contents are very high in these products making them very addictive. Board member Royal 

attended State FCCLA and reported that the experience was very rewarding. 

 

7.1. Building and Transportation Committee reports 

 

Committee members provided information from the Committee meeting. Lance reviewed the 

information obtained from Clark Enersen and Cheever regarding concrete replacement on the 

Palmyra east side. The house on the south property will be held by the district until fall with a 

request for Thane Jensen to relist the property in the interim.  Tile has been replaced in the west 



commons and the new gym roof penetration issues resolved. BOE members thanked staff for 

their work in a difficult winter season. 

8. Action Items 

 

8.1. Presentation, discussion and or official action to adopt the ESU 4 Core Services Resolution 

authorizing the Superintendent to act as the Board’s representative in matters dealing with the 

provisions of Core Services provided by ESU 4. 

Motion to adopt the ESU 4 Core Services Resolution authorizing the Superintendent to act as the 

Board’s representative in matters dealing with the provisions of Core Services provided by ESU 

4. Passed with a motion by Jaimi Calfee and a second by Doug Church. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

Board members reviewed Core Services and related expenditures as provided by ESU 4. 

8.2. Presentation, discussion and or official action to approve the Special Education Service 

Agreement with ESU 4. 

Motion to approve the Special Education Service Agreement with ESU 4 Passed with a motion 

by Brandon Desh and a second by Doug Church. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

Superintendent Hanger reviewed the special education services utilized through ESU 4 and BOE 

members had an opportunity to review the agreement. 

8.3. Presentation, discussion and or official action with regard to the Olson Foundation Project 

for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School District and Village for 

athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska Community (Project) to 

approve the Applications for Payment and billing statements related to the Project, including, but 

not limited to the cost of the legal services, architectural design and planning, and site 

preparation costs. 

Motion to Approve the Applications for Payment and billing statements related to the Olson 

Foundation Project for the construction of certain improvements on property of the School 

District and Village for athletic and recreational facilities to benefit the Palmyra, Nebraska 

Community (Project) as presented Passed with a motion by Doug Church and a second by 

Brandon Desh. 

Jaimi Calfee: Yea, Doug Church: Yea, Brandon Desh: Yea, Lance Gee: Yea, Clayton Maahs: 

Yea, Susan Royal: Yea 

 

BOE members reviewed claims and the claims process as presented. Brandon informed 

members that minutes from construction meetings will be shared with the Board when meetings 

take place.  As of this moment the first meeting is scheduled for April 16th. 

9. Closed Session 

 



10. Board of Education Development 

 

10.1. Policy Review 

 

April: 5402, 5406, 5418, 6410, 3410ZB BOE members engaged in review of policy materials as 

presented. Training opportunities regarding "stop the bleed" and basic first aid were considered 

by BOE members  as an opportunity for staff. 

 

Upcoming policy review schedule: 

May: 8231, 6213, 1102, 3580, 9320 

11. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda 

 
Policy Review, curriculum reports, preliminary budget information, potential handbook changes. 

 

 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was duly adjourned at 8:38 p.m. April 8, 2019. 
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May Activities Board Report 

Journal Star Academic All-State Selections released in upcoming Sunday 

newspaper in May (Palmyra nominated 19 students). 

Band--Superior Rating at Districts 

FFA participated at Nationals in Oklahoma (60th out of 100 teams) 

Baccalaureate-May 8th PHS West Gym 7pm 

Graduation-May 11th PHS West Gym 2pm 

 

Activity Calendar 

See attached 



Superintendent’s Report 

May 13, 2019 

 

1.  Local MAPS and Statewide NSCAS testing are now complete.  This marks the second year 

for a revamped state system (NSCAS) and we will know more about scoring as the process 

unfolds. 
 

 

2.  Final work on the Palmyra east entrance drive will be completed to include sealing and 

striping. 

 

3.  There are no major supply changes or capital outlay requisitions as currently reported.  There 

will be planned upgrades to the science textbooks and we are currently researching K-12 matches 

with regard to standards changes.  This process will hold true for social studies as well when 

those revisions are complete.  

 

4.  Mr. Chaffee reports that SENCAP and Dual Credit course enrollment continues to be a major 

way to increase academic rigor and provide a way to earn valuable college credit at a 

significantly reduced price. Classes in English Composition (16 seniors), College Algebra (14 

seniors), Introduction to Psychology, or Basic Nutrition, or Comprehensive Medical 

Terminology, or Business and Entrepreneurship, are just a few of the classes offered.  In all, 20 

members of the senior class, about 59%, took a Dual Credit at least once during their high school 

career.   

 

5.  Punch list items continue at Palmyra will be reviewed in June.  I would like to thank our staff 

for their diligence in maintaining a list of items under review. 

 
 

6.  Roof work continues at Bennet through our Tremco vendor.  The team has initiated the 

project power washing the surface and prepping to scan the roof with repairs and surfacing to 

follow.  Palmyra work will follow and I will update the timeline when that information becomes 

available.  

 

 

7.  The bus parking area in Palmyra is complete and Gana has been on site to complete detail 

work.  Nebraska City Utilities has also completed their work with receptacles and lighting.  The 

lot is essentially ready for use. 

 

 

8.  The curriculum committee will delay their meeting until such time as we have completed 

review of new science textbooks.  The team is finalizing a recommendation that best fits the new 

standards.  In addition we are awaiting Social Studies standards revision and new legislation 

related to textbook adoption in that content area.  

 

9.  Thane Jensen has renewed the listing contract for the property in Palmyra.  The listing will be 

for six months as requested by the board. 

 



5/6/2019 Calendar Report

https://srv2-advancedview.rschooltoday.com/public/conference/calendarreportmonth?module=public&controller=conference&action=calendarreportmonthopt&G5genie=455&G5button=13&ffpage=advan… 1/1

Palmyra

 May, 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
2:30pm 7-12 Academic Awards
Ceremony @ Palmyra High School
Main West Gym  
5:00pm 7th Grade Orientation @
Palmyra High School Main West Gym

2
Foundation For Knowledge Big Red
Fundraiser @ Big Red Keno  
9:00am Track-Varsity  (Date
changed from 04-30-19) Freeman @
Freeman High School  
9:00am Golf-B/Varsity Johnson
County Central @ Tecumseh
Country Club  
6:00pm-8:00pm Show Choir
Auditions @ Palmyra High School

3
9:00am Track-Varsity Johnson
County Central vs. Multiple
Schools @ Johnson County Central
High School  
10:00am Track-JH Yutan @ Yutan
High School

4

5 6
ECNC Honor Band @ Malcolm High
School  
3:30pm-6:00pm Girls Elementary
Basketball Camp @ Bennet
Elementary

7
9:00am Golf-B/Varsity Lincoln
Christian @ Hidden Valley Golf
Course  
3:30pm-6:00pm Girls Elementary
Basketball Camp @ Bennet
Elementary

8
7:00pm Baccalaureate @ Palmyra
High School Main West Gym

9
TBD Track-Varsity Tri County @ Tri
County High School  
4:00pm-6:00pm Girls JH Basketball
Camp @ Palmyra High School Aux
East Gym

10
4:00pm Volleyball K-3 Camp @
Palmyra High School Aux East Gym

11
2:00pm Graduation @ Palmyra High
School

12 13 14
9:00am Golf-B/Varsity Lincoln
Christian @ Woodland Hills Golf
Course - Eagle, NE

15
Elementary End of 2nd Semester @
Bennet Elementary

16
Last Day of School 1:30pm Dismiss

17
TBD Track-Varsity Omaha Burke @
Omaha Burke High School

18
TBD Track-Varsity TBA @ TBA

19 20 21 22
Band Trip

23 24 25
Band Trip

26 27 28
GBBC @ Palmyra High School Main
West Gym  
8:30am-12:30pm Drivers Education
@ Palmyra High School

29
GBBC @ Palmyra High School Main
West Gym  
8:30am-12:30pm Drivers Education
@ Palmyra High School

30
GBBC @ Palmyra High School Main
West Gym  
8:30am-12:30pm Drivers Education
@ Palmyra High School

31
8:30am-12:30pm Drivers Education
@ Palmyra High School



May High School Principal’s Report: 

1. HS Graduation was Saturday May 11th.  I thought it went well in the new gym.   

 

2. NSCAS testing has been completed.  

 

3. ACT testing was completed. 

 

4. Map testing is finishing up. 

 

5. Last day for students in the HS is May 16th. 

 

6. Staff work day the afternoon of the 16th and May 17th  

 
 



May Elementary Principal’s Report: 

Summer Enrichment: 

Summer Enrichment will be offered during the month of June for incoming KDG through 6th 

grade students.  We have 117 students enrolled.   

  

MAPS Testing: 

MAPS (Measures of Academic Progress) testing was completed the first week of May.  Bennet 

Elementary assesses all KDG-6th grade students during the Spring testing session. The students 

and staff have worked hard all year and this is a great opportunity for staff, students and parents 

to see the growth the students have made academically. We will use this inforamation at our 

Data Retreat in August. 

 

Upcoming May Events: 

-10th Un-Track Day 

-14th Awards Recognition 2:00 PM 

-15th Accelerated Reader Award Celebration 8:45 AM 

-15th  Last day of school for Elementary 

-16th    Transition meetings and professional development  

-17th     Transition meetings and professional development 
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Return filed document to: 
Perry, Guthery, Haase & Gessford, P.C., L.L.O. 
233 S. 13th St., Suite 1400 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
 

PERMANENT UTILITY EASEMENT 
 

OTOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 66-0501, a/k/a PALMYRA DISTRICT OR-1, a 
Nebraska political subdivision, "Grantor", in consideration of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good and 
valuable consideration, does hereby create, establish and grant to the CITY OF NEBRASKA CITY, 
NEBRASKA, d/b/a NEBRASKA CITY UTILITIES, a Nebraska municipal corporation, "Grantee", 
for its benefit and the benefit of its successors and assigns, a permanent utility easement permitting 
the full and free use of the easement for the purpose of ingress and egress, constructing, installing, 
maintaining, repairing and replacing in-ground/subsurface electric and telecommunications utilities, 
and all fixtures and appurtenances thereto, in, over and through the real property legally described 
as: 
 

See attached Exhibit “A” ("Easement Premises") 
 

This easement shall be subject to the following terms and conditions: 
 

(1) The sole rights granted herein are the nonexclusive rights to use the Easement 
Premises for the purpose of ingress and egress, constructing, installing, maintaining, 
repairing and replacing and other surface and subsurface work in and on the 
Easement Premises. 

 
(2) The Grantee shall, at its cost and expense, construct, maintain, repair and/or replace, 

if necessary, any pipes, lines, apparatus, equipment, fixtures, and appurtenances 
located within the Easement Premises in accordance with all applicable regulatory 
requirements. 

 
(3) Prior to entry onto the Easement Premises, Grantee shall provide to Grantor no less 

than 48 hours’ notice. 
 
(4) Grantee shall be responsible for the acts or omissions of all employees, agents, and 
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contractors of either while on Grantor’s property and the Easement Premises.  
Grantee shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless Grantor, its board of education, 
administration, employees, students, and invitees, from any and all liabilities, claims, 
causes of action, costs, damages, and expenses, including reasonable attorney fees, 
for personal injury or property damage, including construction liens, arising out of or 
as a result of Grantee’s use of the Easement Premises and construction, installation, 
maintenance, repair or replacement of the improvements described in this easement.  
The Grantee further agrees any damage to the property of Grantor caused by Grantee 
in constructing, maintaining, repairing or replacing, if necessary, said pipes, lines or 
otherwise exercising its rights granted herein, shall be maintained, repaired or 
replaced, if necessary, by Grantee at Grantee’s sole cost and expense. 

 
(5) The Grantee shall properly and promptly refill any excavations made on said 

Easement Premises after the purpose of said improvements has been fulfilled and 
shall leave the Easement Premises in the same general condition as it was in before 
said Grantee entered upon the Easement Premises. If any fences or existing structures 
are moved for the purpose of excavating and maintaining, said improvements, said 
items shall be promptly replaced by the Grantee upon completion of the work 
requiring such removal. The Grantee shall reimburse Grantor for any damages to 
Grantor’s property caused by entering the Easement Premises or caused by 
excavating and repairing the improvements. 

 
(6) The Grantor shall have the right to require that the Grantee relocate the pipes, lines 

apparatus, equipment, and appurtenances to an alternate location on the Easement 
Premises, which location shall be acceptable to the Grantee, in the Grantee’s 
reasonable judgment, provided that the Grantor shall pay for all costs incident to 
such relocation in advance thereof, and service to the Grantee of the Grantee’s 
customers is not unreasonably interrupted, nor diminished in quality or capacity. The 
Grantee shall commence the performance of such relocation within a reasonable 
period of time subsequent to an agreement of the parties regarding the relocation. 
Such "reasonable period" shall take into consideration factors such as weather 
conditions, manpower and emergency situations. In the event of relocation the parties 
agree to execute all documents necessary to evidence the Grantee’s relocated 
easement rights. 

 
(7) This easement shall be appurtenant to and run with the Easement Premises. 
 
(8) Grantor shall have the right to the full use and enjoyment of the Easement Premises 

except for such use as may unreasonably interfere with the exercise of the easement 
rights granted herein. 

 
(9) Grantor covenants that it is the owner of the Easement Premises and has legal right, 

title and capacity to grant the access easement granted herein. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF this easement has been executed on the dates written below. 
 
  OTOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 66-

0501, a/k/a PALMYRA DISTRICT OR-1, a 
Nebraska political subdivision 
 
 

   By:  
   Name: Clayton Maahs 
   Title: President, Board of Education 

   Date:  
 
STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF OTOE  ) 
 

The foregoing was acknowledged before me this _____ day of _____________, 2019, by 
Clayton Maahs, President of the Board of Education of Otoe County School District 66-0501, also 
known as Palmyra District OR-1. 
 
              
       Notary Public 
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Exhibit “A” 
Easement Premises – Legal Description 

 
The Western twenty feet (20.0’) of Lot 2, Block E, Wait’s Addition to Palmyra, Otoe County, 
Nebraska; 
 
and 
 
The Western twenty feet (20.0’) from the Southern property line to ninety feet (90.0’) North of the 
Southern property line and Western sixty-five feet (65.0’) from ninety feet (90.0’) North of the 
Southern property line to one hundred ten feet (110.0’) North of the Southern property line, all on a 
tract legally described as Parts of Lots 16, 17, and 18, in the Northeast Quarter of Section 34, 
Township 9 North, Range 9 East of the 6th P.M., in Otoe County, Nebraska, also described as the 
West Half of the East Half of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 34, 
Township 9 North, Range 9 East of the 6th P.M., in Otoe County, Nebraska. 
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Exhibit “A” 
Easement Premises – Diagram 

 

 





















 

 

 

NASB Monthly Update for Board Meetings - Agenda Item:  MAY 2019 

 

“NASB Update” 

Welcome to Graduation Month!  As a board, some items to be focused on during May include: 

 Monitoring the progress of your district goals or Strategic Plan, linking goals to discussion and action items 

 Conducting a Board/Administrators Budget Work Session 

The Legislature is over two-thirds of the way through, with so much of the focus from the Education aspect centered on 

LB 289, the property tax bill.  Keep close tabs on NASB’s Advocacy efforts to see if and where this bill, and other key items 

end up going.   

In late April, NASB hosted two Legislative Lunches, one in Lincoln, and one in Falls City.  Incredible attendance, networking 

and engagement at both.  If you have not been able to attend a lunch yet, we highly recommend it.  

For all things advocacy and legislature, stay up to speed on the Government Relations section of www.NASBonline.org … 

following NASB on social media for posts, videos and updates, and at the Bills specific page at 

https://nasb.enviseams.com/legislative-bills 

Speaking of advocacy … Now is the time for you and your board to think of items you might like added, amended or 

addressed in 2020.  

Submit your legislative proposals at: http://www.nasbonline.org/registrations/ProposedResolution.aspx  

April kicked off with the NSBA National Conference in Philadelphia with 200+ school board members and administrators 

from Nebraska in attendance, and also saw three regional Spring Legal Workshops conducted by Nebraska school law 

attorney.   

Mark Your Calendar for NASB’s June networking and events as well:   

 June 13  |  New Board Member Connections  |  Kearney 

 June 13  |  NASB Member Golf Outing  |  Kearney (RSVP to sendorf@NASBonline.org)  

 June 13-14  |  School Law Seminar  |  Kearney 

You can learn more, and register for the above events at www.NASBonline.org 

 

Follow NASB on twitter at www.twitter.com/NASBonline using the hashtag #liveNASB  

and on facebook at www.facebook.com/NASBonline  

To see a quick glimpse at the various items the NASB is involved in, check out pages 10 & 11 each month in the Board 

Notes newsletter for “This Month In …”  To access the latest newsletter, click here:  

http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/board-notes 

Thanks for all you do for your board, your community and the entire state by serving public education in Nebraska. 

http://www.nasbonline.org/
https://nasb.enviseams.com/legislative-bills
http://www.nasbonline.org/registrations/ProposedResolution.aspx
mailto:sendorf@NASBonline.org
http://www.nasbonline.org/
http://www.twitter.com/NASBonline
http://www.facebook.com/NASBonline
http://members.nasbonline.org/index.php/news-resources/board-notes
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Community Relations 

 

Recording of Others 

 

To ensure the privacy and confidentiality of student information, no person is authorized to 

record or transmit any sound or image of any person (including themselves) without the prior 

consent or authorization of either (1) the person or persons being recorded or whose image or 

sound is being transmitted or (2) the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee.  This 

prohibition applies to all persons, including staff, students and community members, regardless 

of the content or context of the image or sound; however, this provision shall not apply to 

District-sponsored athletic or activity events where the focus of the recording or transmission is 

on the student performances or activity.  Nothing in this provision shall prohibit the recording of 

an Individualized Education Program meeting if the recording is necessary to ensure that the 

parent understands the IEP or the IEP process or to implement other parental rights guaranteed 

by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 86-290 

Letter to Anonymous, 40 IDELR 70 (OSEP 2003) 

       

Date of Adoption:  July 16, 2018 
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Business Operations 

 

Insufficient Funds 

  

When a check is returned for insufficient funds or payment on a credit or debit card is rejected, 

the Superintendent's designee shall attempt to contact the person a minimum of two times to 

collect the amount that remains due and owing.  At least one attempt shall be in writing, either 

via letter or email.   

 

In the event that an individual’s method of payment is rejected, such person shall be required to 

pay the amount that remains due and owing by cash, cashier’s check or money order, plus a 

returned check fee of $10.00 to cover the administrative expense of having to address the matter.  

In addition, whenever said person wishes to make a payment in the future, said person may be 

required to pay only by cash, cashier’s check or by money order. 

  

Notice of this returned check fee policy will be given annually to students and parents via the 

school website, and may be included in newsletters, student handbooks, or postings.   

 

Any individual who attempts to pay any amount to the District by check or credit card agrees to 

the terms of the Policy and the returned check fee.  In the event that an individual does not agree 

with this Policy or is unwilling to pay the returned check fee, then such individual must pay by 

cash, cashier’s check or money order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Adoption:  July 16, 2018 
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Instruction 

 

Reading Instruction and Improvement 

 

The District shall develop its curriculum to facilitate reading instruction and intervention services 

to address student reading needs, including, but not limited to, dyslexia.  In doing so, the District 

will ensure that all teachers for kindergarten through grade three should be effective reading 

teachers as evidenced by (a) evaluations based on classroom observations and student 

improvement on reading assessments or (b) specialized training in reading improvement.  Each 

student and his or her parents or guardians will be informed of the student's reading progress.  It 

is the District’s intent that each student in the District be able to read at or above grade level by 

third grade. 

 

For school year 2019-20 and each school year thereafter, the District shall administer an 

approved reading assessment three times during the school year to all students in kindergarten 

through grade three, except for any student receiving specialized instruction for limited English 

proficiency who has been receiving such instruction for less than two years, any student 

receiving special education services for whom such assessment would conflict with the 

individualized education plan, and any student receiving services under a plan pursuant to the 

requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, for whom such assessment would conflict with such section 504 or Title II plan. 

The first administration of such assessment for each such school year shall occur within the first 

thirty days of the school year. 

 

Any student in kindergarten, grade one, grade two, or grade three shall be identified as having a 

reading deficiency if such student performs below the threshold level determined pursuant to the 

Reading Intervention Act.  A student who is identified as having a reading deficiency pursuant to 

the Reading Intervention Act shall remain identified as having a reading deficiency until the 

student performs at or above the threshold level on an approved reading assessment.  Nothing in 

the Nebraska Reading Improvement Act shall prohibit the District from identifying any other 

student as having a reading deficiency. 

 

The District will provide a supplemental reading intervention program for the purpose of 

ensuring that students can read at or above grade level at the end of third grade.  The District 

may work collaboratively with a reading specialist at the State Department of Education, with 

educational service units, with learning communities, or through interlocal agreements to 

develop and provide such supplemental reading intervention programs. Each supplemental 

reading intervention program shall: 

(a)  Be provided to any student identified as having a reading deficiency; 

(b) Be implemented during regular school hours in addition to regularly scheduled reading 

instruction unless otherwise agreed to by a parent or guardian; and 

(c) Make available a summer reading program each summer for any student who has been 

enrolled in grade one or higher and is identified as continuing to have a reading deficiency at the 

conclusion of the school year preceding such summer reading program. Such summer reading 
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program may be held in conjunction with existing summer programs in the school district or in a 

community reading program not affiliated with the school district or may be offered online. 

 

(2) The supplemental reading intervention program may also include: 

(a) Reading intervention techniques that are based on scientific research and best practices; 

(b) Diagnostic assessments to frequently monitor student progress throughout the school year 

and adjust instruction accordingly; 

(c) Intensive intervention using strategies to match the weaknesses identified in the diagnostic 

assessment: 

(i) Development in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and reading 

comprehension; 

(ii) Explicit and systematic instruction with detailed explanations, extensive opportunities for 

guided practice, and opportunities for error corrections and feedback; or 

(iii) Daily targeted individual or small-group reading intervention based on student needs as 

determined by diagnostic assessment data subject to planned extracurricular school activities; 

(d) Strategies and resources to assist with reading skills at home, including parent-training 

workshops and suggestions for parent-guided home reading; or 

(e) Access to before-school or after-school supplemental reading intervention with a teacher or 

tutor who has specialized training in reading intervention. 

 

The school of any student who is identified as having a reading deficiency shall notify such 

student's parents or guardians either in writing or by electronic communication no later than 

fifteen working days after the identification of the reading deficiency that the student has been 

identified as having a reading deficiency and that an individual reading improvement plan will be 

established and shared with the parents or guardians. 

 

Any student who is identified as having a reading deficiency shall receive an individual reading 

improvement plan no later than thirty days after the identification of such reading deficiency. 

The reading improvement plan may be created by the teacher, the principal, other pertinent 

school personnel, and the parents or guardians of the student and shall describe the reading 

intervention services the student will receive through the supplemental reading intervention 

program pursuant to this Policy.  Each such student shall receive reading intervention services 

through the supplemental reading intervention program pursuant to this Policy until the student is 

no longer identified as having a reading deficiency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference: Nebraska Reading Intervention Act 

 

Date of Adoption: July 16, 2018 
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Internal Board Policies - Board Members 

 

Coffee Act Policy (Reimbursable Expenses) 

 

 A. Board members, employees or volunteers of the school district are expected to 

maintain effectiveness by being well informed on educational and related issues 

and are encouraged to diligently perform their required duties, attend educational 

workshops, conferences, training programs, official functions, hearings or 

meetings which are necessary to perform required duties, sponsored by the school 

district or State and national educational organizations or which are otherwise in 

the best interests of this school district as follows: 

 

  1. Board members as a result of this policy are hereby given prior approval 

by this school Board and upon approval by the Superintendent or the 

Superintendent's designee are specifically authorized to attend such 

functions without additional or further approval by the school Board 

unless otherwise so determined and the school district shall pay the 

registration costs, tuition costs, fees or charges for such functions along 

with actual travel expenses, if travel is by commercial or charter means or 

if a personal automobile is used, mileage shall be allowed at the rate 

provided by law with meals and lodging to be reimbursed based upon 

substantiated costs actually and necessarily incurred or applicable Federal 

Rates. 

 

  2. Employees and volunteers are authorized to attend such functions upon 

prior approval by the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee and 

the school district shall pay registration costs, tuition costs, fees or charges 

for such functions along with actual travel expenses, if travel is by 

commercial or charter means or if a personal automobile is used, mileage 

shall be allowed at the rate provided by law with meals and lodging to be 

reimbursed based upon substantiated costs actually and necessarily 

incurred or applicable to Federal rates. 

 

 B. Payment or reimbursement for expenses incurred by Board members, employees 

or volunteers as otherwise specifically permitted by law shall also be allowed as 

provided by such law. 

 

 C. Since it is hereby determined to be important and in the best interest of this school 

district to recognize service by Board members, employees and volunteers, the 

school Board hereby authorizes the President, Superintendent or the 

Superintendent's designee to determine when and to whom plaques, certificates of 

achievement, flowers or other items of value should be granted provided that no 

such plaque, certificate, flowers or other item of value to be awarded shall cost 

more than $50.00. 
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 D. School Board members are not paid members and when appropriate because of 

the timing, length or other factors, sandwiches or meals may be provided to 

School Board members, employees and volunteers attending public meetings or in 

other appropriate or necessary situations such as joint meetings with other 

governing bodies. 

 

 E. That non-alcoholic beverages, cookies or other similar items may be provided to 

individuals attending public meetings, private meetings, discussions or public or 

private conferences as determined necessary or appropriate by the Superintendent 

or the Superintendent's designee to be in the best interest of this school district. 

 

 F. Non-alcoholic beverages and meals may be provided for individuals while 

performing or immediately after performing relief, assistance or support activities 

in emergency situations or during or immediately following their participation in 

any activity approved by the School Board. 

 

 G. In addition to the other matters covered and allowed by this policy, one 

recognition dinner each fiscal year may be held for Board members, employees or 

volunteers provided the maximum cost per person, which is hereby established for 

such dinner shall not exceed $50.00 and further provided that such annual dinner 

may be held separately for employees of each department or separately for 

volunteers or any of them in combination. 

 

 H. The authority necessary to carry out the provisions of this policy should be and is 

hereby delegated from the School Board to the designated officials so indicated 

herein. 

 

 I. Nothing in this policy shall authorize the expenditure of public funds to pay for 

any expenses incurred by a spouse of a Board member, employee or volunteer 

unless the spouse is also a Board member, employee or volunteer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 13-2201 to 13-2204 

   Neb. Rev. Stat. §79-546 

 

Date of Adoption: January 17, 2017   Date of Revision:    June 11, 2018 
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Bylaws of the Board - Meetings 

 

Order of Business 

 

The following shall be the order of business for the regular meetings.  The order of business may be 

changed when the Board President or Superintendent establish the Agenda and also by consent of the 

Board. 

 

A. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance and Announce Location of Open Meetings Poster  

B. Consent Agenda 

       a. Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

       b. Approval of Claims/Payment of Bills and Payroll 

       c.  Certificated/Classified Hire(s)/Reassignment(s)/Resignation(s) 

       d. Financial Report 

C. Public Comment 

D. Administrative Reports 

E. Discussion Items-Committee Reports 

F. Action Items 

G. Board of Education Development 

H. Topics for Next Month’s Agenda 

I. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date of Adoption: January 17, 2017  Date of Revision: August 14, 2017 
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